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ADVENTURES OFC 
B'O © K W. 


CHAP. I. 


The Stratagems praiſed by Aurora to captivate 
Don Lewis de Pacheco. | 


THE two new friends meeting the next ' morning, 
began the day with embraces, which Aurora was 
obliged to give and receive, in order to act the part 
of Don Felix. They went out to walk, and I accompa- 
nied them with Chilindron, the valet of Don Lewis; 
when, ſtopping at the Univerſity to look at the titles of 
| books that were palted on the gate, which a good many 
people amuſed themſelves in reading, I perceived a 
little man among them, who gave his opinon of all 
the different works that were ſo publiſhed. I ob- 
ſerved, that he was heard with great attention, which 
J fancied, at the ſame time, he believed was no more 
than his due; for he ſeemed vain and politive, as little 
men commonly are. That new tranſlation of Ho- 
race, {aid he, which you ſee advertized in ſuch large 
characters, is a work in proſe, compoled by an old 
college author; a book in great eſteem among the 
ſtudents, who have already conſumed four editions of 
it : and yet there is not one man of taſte who has 
| purchaſed ſo much as a ſingle copy. His judgment 
was not a whit more favourable tor the other hooks, 
which he ridiculed without exception; ſo that, in all 
likelihood, he was an author himſelf, I ſhould not 
have been tired of hearing him to an end; but was 
obliged to follow Don Lewis and Don Felix, who be- 
ing as little pleaſed with his diſcourſe, as intereſted in 
the books which he cenſured, left him to the enjoyment 
of his own criticiſm. | 
We came home at dinner time; and my miſtreſs ſit- 
ting down at table with Pacheco, artfully turned the 
converſation on her own family. My father, ſaid 
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4 ADVENTURES OP GII. BL As. 
ſhe, is a cadet of the houſe of Mendoza, and ſettled 
at Toledo; my mother is ſiſter to Donna Ximena de 
Guzman, who came to Salamanca ſome days ago on 
an affair of importance, with her niece Aurora, the 


only daughter of Don Vincent de Guzman, whom, 


perhaps, you know. No, replied Don Lewis; © but 
J have often heard of him, as well as of your couſin 
Aurora. Am I to believe what is reported of her? I 
have been aſſured that nothing equals her underſtand- 
ing but her beauty.“ As for underſtanding,” reſumed 
Don Felix, * ſhe has a pretty good ſhare, and that 


well cultivated : but I don't think her fo very hand- 


ſome. People ſay, that ſhe and I very much reſemble 
one another.“ If that be the caſe, cried Pacheco, 
© the deferves the reputation ſhe has got: your features 
are regular; your couſin muſt be quite enchanting. 
I wiſh I had an opportunity of ſeeing and converſing 
with her.“ I undertake to ſatisfy your curioſity,” 
replied the pretended Mendoza; and will carry you 
to my aunt's houſe this very afternoon.“ My miſtreſs, 
all of a ſudden, changed the diſcourſe, and talked on 
indifferent ſubjects. After dinner, while they were 
Preparing to go and viſit Donna Ximena, I was before- 
hand with them, and ran to advertiſe the duenna, that 
ſhe might be ready to receive them z then returning 
inſtantly, accompanied Don Felix, who conducted Don 
Lewis to the houſe of his aunt, But they had ſcarce 
entered the houſe, when they met Donna Ximena, who 
defired them, by a ſign, to make no noiſe, * Huſh, 
huſh!* ſaid ſhe, with a low voice; © you will awake 


my niece, who has been tormented ſince yeſterday 


with a terrible head-ache, which has juſt left her, and 
the poor child has been aſleep about a quarter of an 


hour.“ I am ſorry for this diſappointment,” ſaid 
Mendoza; I was in good hopes of ſeeing my couſin, 


and had promiſed that pleaſure to my good friend 
Pacheco.“ The affair is not very urgent,” replied 


Ortiz, ſmiling : © you may defer it till to-morrow.* 
The cavaliers converſed a little while with the old 
gentlewoman, and then retired. 


ADVENTURES OF GIL BIAS. $ 
Don Lewis carried us to the houſe of one of his 
friends, a gentleman, whoſe name was Don Gabriel 
de Pedros, with whom he ſpent the reſt of the day, 
ſupped, and did not think of coming home till two 
o'clock in the morning. We had got about half way, 


when we {tumbled over two men lying ſtretched vpon 
the ground. Thinking they were untortunate people 


who had been aſſaſſinated, we ſtopped to give them 
aſſiſtance, provided it was not too late; and as we 
endeavoured to inform ourſelves of their condition, as 
well as the darkneſs of the night would allow, the 
patrole came up, and the commander taking us at firſt 
for the murderers, ordered his men to ſurround us; but 
he conceived a more favourable opinion of our morals, 
when he heard us ſpeak, and, by the help of a dark 
lanthorn, ſaw the faces of Mendoza and Pacheco. His 
ſoldiers being ordered to examine the condition of the 
two men, who we fancied had been ſlain, found that 
it was a fat licentiate, with his man, both in Jiquor, 
or rather dead drunk. Gentlemen, ' cried one of the 
guard, I know this epicure; it is Signior the Licen- 


tiate Guyomar, rector of our univertity : notwith- 


ſtanding the pickle you ſee him in now, he is a great 
man, a wonderful genius! There is not a philoſopher 
in Salamanca whom he cannot confute in an argument. 
He has an unparalleled flow of words: *tis a pity that 
he is a little addicted to law-ſuits, the bottle, and a 
wench. He was, no doubt, on his return from ſup- 
ping with his Iſabella, where unluckily his man get- 


ting as drunk as himſelf, they both tumbled into the 


kennel. Before the good licentiate was rector, this 
misfortune trequently happened to him; and you fee 
honours don't always change the man.“ We left thoſe 
drunkards in the hands of the patrole, who undertook 
to carry them home, and returning to our lodgings, 
every one went to reſt. | | | 
Don Felix and Don Lewis getting up about noon, 
Aurora was the firſt ſubje&t of their diſcourſe. * Gil 
Blas,” ſaid my miſtreſs to me, © go to my aunt Donna 
Ximena, and aſk if Signior Pacheco and I can have 
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the pleaſure of ſeeing my couſin to-day.” I went out 


to acquit myſelf of this commiſſion, or rather to con- 


cert with the duenna what was to be done; and when 
we had taken our meaſures, I returned to the falſe 
Mendoza, ſaying, Signior, your couſin Aurora is 
ſurprizingly well, and charged me to aſſure you from 
her, that your viſit will be very agreeable ; and Donna 
Ximena bid me aſſure Signior Pacheco that he ſhall 
always be welcome at her houſe on your account,” 

I perceived that Don Lewis was mightily pleaſed 
with theſe laſt words; my miſtreſs obſerved the ſame, 


and drew a happy preſage from her remark. Imme- 


diately before dinner, Signora Ximena's valet ap- 


| peared, and ſaid to Don Felix, * Signior, a man from 


Toledo has been enquiring for you at your aunt's 
houle, and left this note.” The pretended Mendoza 


opened it, and read aloud theſe words: * If you are 


deſirous of hearing news of your father, and of be- 
ing made acquainted with other things of conſequence 
to you, fail not, on receipt of this, to repair to the 
Black Horſe near the univerfity.? I am, ſaid he, 


too curious to hear theſe things of conſequence, not 


to ſatisfy my deſire inſtantly, without taking leave of 
you. Pacheco, added he, if I don't return in two 
hours, you may go by yourſelf to my aunt's, and I 
will come to you there atter dinner. You know what 


Sil Blas has told you from Donna Ximena, and you 


have a right to make the viſit.” So ſaying, he went 


out, and ordered me to follow him. 


You may ealily gueſs, that, inſtead of going to the 


Black Horſe, we took the road to the houſe where 


Ortiz lived, where, as ſoon as we arrived, Aurora 
took off her fair coloured tour, waſhed and rubbed her 
eye-brows, dreſſed herſelf like a woman, and became a 
very handſome black -eyed lady, as ſhe naturally was; 
for her diſguiſe had changed her ſo much, that Aurora 
and Don Felix appeared to be two ditterent people. 
She even ſeemed a great deal taller as a woman, than 
as a man; to which, indeed, her ſhoe-heels, that were 
excellively high, contributed not a little, When ſhe 
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had improved her charms with all the aſſiſtance that 
art could beſtow, ſhe expected Don Lewis with an 
agitation compoſed of hope and fear. Sometimes ſhe 
confided in her beauty and wit, and ſometimes was 
afraid that her attempt would be unſucceſsful. Ortiz, 
on the other fide, ſummoned all her finefſe to ſecond 
my miſtreſs ; and I, that Pacheco might not ſee me 
in the houſe, like thoſe players who appear only in 
the laſt act, concealed myſelf till toward the end of 
the viſit, by going out as ſoon as I had dined, 

In ſhort, every thing was in order when Don Lewis 
arrived, He was received in a very agreeable manner 
by Lady Ximena, and enjoyed a converſation with 
Aurora two or three hours long; at the end of which, 
I came into the room where they were, and addreſſing 
mylelf to the cavalier, * Signior,” ſaid I, © my maſter, 
Don Felix, cannot be here to-day :. but begs you will 
excuſe him, becauſe he is in company with three men 
from Toledo, of whom he cannot diſengage himſelf.” 
© Ah! the little rake !* cried Donna Ximena, © he 1s 
certainly ſet in to hard drinking.“ No, Madam,“ I 
replied; © they are diſcourſing together of very ſerious 
affairs. He is heartily ſorry that he cannot wait 
upon you, and ordered me to make his apology to 


you and Donna Aurora.“ O, I'll have none of his 
apologies,' ſaid my miſtreſs: © he knows I have been 


indiſpoled, and ought to ſhew a little more concern 
for his relation. In order to puniſh him for his in- 
difference, he ſhan't ſee me thele fifteen days. Ah, 
Madam !* ſaid Don Lewis, do not form ſuch a 
cruel reſolution ; Don Felix is rather to be pitied for 


not being able to viſit you.“ 


They diverted themſelves for ſome time with this 
ſubject, and then Pacheco withdrew, The fair Aurora 
immediately trans formed herſelf, and reſuming the ap- 
pearance of a cavalier, returned to her lodgings as 
ſoon as ſhe could, I aſk pardon, my dear friend, 
ſaid ſhe to Don Lewis, for tailing to meet you at my 
aunt's, but I could not get rid of the people in whoſe 
company I was: what conſoles me for the diſappointe 
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8 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. | 
ment is, that you have at leaſt had leiſure to ſatisfy 
your curioſity. Well, what do you think of my 
coulin ?* I am enchanted by her!* anſwered Pacheco. 
You had reaſon to ſay ſhe reſembled you. I never 
ſaw features more alike: the ſame turn of face, the 
fame eyes, the ſame mouth, and tone of voice! There 
is, however, ſome difference between you. Aurora 
is a little taller than you; ſhe is black, and you are 
fair; you are merry, and ſhe is grave. Thele are 
what diſtinguiſh you the one from the other. As 
for underſtanding,“ added he, I do not believe a 
celeſtial being can have more than your couſin, Ina 
word, ſhe is a lady of accompliſhed merit.“ | 

Signior Pacheco pronounced thele laſt words with 
ſo much vivacity, that Don Felix ſaid, ſmiling, 
Friend, I adviſe you, for the fake of your repoſe, to 
go no more to Donna Ximena's. Aurora de Guz- 
man may make your heart ache, and inſpire you 
with a paſſion— There 1s no occaſion for another 
ſignt of her to make me in love,“ aid he, interrupt- 
ing him; * that is done already. + I am ſorry for it,” 
implied the pretended Mendoza; * for you ate not one 
of  thole who can attach themſelves to one; and my 
couſin is no Iſabella. I can affure you, beforehand, 
that ſhe will never liſten to a lover, except on ho— 
nourable terms.* * Honourable terms!* replied Don 
Lewis; © ſure nobody would offer any other to a 
young lady of her birth! Alas, 1 ſhould think myſelf 

the happieſt of men, if ſhe would approve of my ad- 
dreſſes, and conſent to join her deſtiny to mine.” 

« Since you talk in that ſtyle,* ſaid Don Felix, I 
am intereſted in your behalf, Yes, TI lift myſeif in 
your ſervice; offer you all my influence with Aurora; 
and will, to-morrow, bring over my aunt, who has 
a great ſway over her.“ Pacheco returned a thouſand 
thanks to the cavalier who made him ſuch fair pro- 
miſes ; and we perceived, with joy, that our ftratagem 
could not ſucceed better. Next day, we increaſed the 
love of Don Lewis by a new invention. My miſtreſs, 
having been with Donna Ximena, on pretence to ren- 
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ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS 9 
der her favourable to that cavalier, came back, and 
{aid to him, I have ſpoke to my aunt ; whom, with 
much difficulty, I have made your friend. She was 
furiouſly prejudiced againſt you, for ſomebody or other 
had made her believe that you was a downright liber- 
tine; but I undertook your defence with eagerneſs, 
and at laſt deſtroyed the bad impreſſion ſhe had received 


of your morals. ' | 


This is not all,” purſued Aurora; © you muſt talk 
with my aunt, in my preſence, and then we ſhall 
make ſure of her aſſiſtance.“ Pacheco expreſſed ex- 
treme impatience to diſcourſe with Donna Ximena, 
and that ſatisfaction was granted to him next morn- 
ing, when the falſe Mendoza conducted him to Madam 


Ortiz, and they three had a long converſation z in 


which Don Lewis ſhewed, that he had allowed himſelf 


to be very much captivated in a very little time. The 


artful Ximena feigned to be moved with all the tender- 
neſs he expreſſed, and promiſed her utmoſt endeavour 
to engage her niece to marry him, Pacheco immedi- 


ately threw himſelf at the feet of this ſo kind an aunty 


and thanked her for her friendſhip ; whereupon Don 
Felix aſked if his couſin was up. No,” anſwered the 
duenna; * ſhe is ſtill a-bed, and you cannot ſee her at 
preſent ; but return this afternoon, and you may con- 
verſe with her at leiſure.” This anſwer of Madam 
Ximena redoubled, as you may well believe, the joy 
of Don Lewis, who thought the reſt of the forenoon 
extremely tedious, and went back to his lodgings with 
Mendoza, who was not a little pleaſed with obſerving 


in him all the marks of genuine love, . 


They talked of nothing but Aurora; and when they 
had dined, Don Felix ſaid to Pacheco, There is a 
thought come into my head; I am of opinion that I 
ſhould go to my aunt's ſome minutes before you, and 
have a little chat with my couſin, that I may, if poſ- 
ſible, diſcover the diſpoſition of her heart towards you.“ 
Don Lewis, approving this ſcheme, let his friend go 
before, and did not ſet out till an hour after. So my 
miſtreſs made ſuch good ule of her time, that ſhe was 
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ment is, that you have at leaſt had leiſure to ſatisfy 


your curioſity. Well, what do you think of my 
_coulin ?* © I am enchanted by her!* anſwered Pacheco. 


You had reaſon to ſay ſhe reſembled you. I never 
ſaw features more alike: the ſame turn of face, the 
ſame eyes, the ſame mouth, and tone of voice! There 
is, however, ſome difference between you. Aurora 
is a little taller than you; ſhe is black, and you are 
fair; you are merry, and ſhe is grave. Theſe are 
what diſtinguiſh you the one from the other. As 
for underſtanding,” added he, „I do not believe a 
celeſtial being can have more than your couſin, Ina 
word, ſhe is a lady of accompliſhed merit.“ 

Signior Pacheco pronounced thele latt words with 
ſo much vivacity, that Don Felix ſaid, ſmiling, 
Friend, I adviſe you, for the fake of your repoſe, to 
go no more to Donna Ximena's, Aurora de Guz- 
man may make your heart ache, and inſpire you 
with a paſſion—“ There is no occaſion for another 
ſight of her to make me in love,“ {aid he, interrupt- 
ing him; * that is done already.* * I am lorry for it,” 
implied the pretended Mendoza; * for you are not one 
of thole who can attach themſelves to one; and my 
coulin is no Iſabella. I can aſſure you, beforehand, 
that ſhe will never liſten to a lover, except on ho— 


nourable terms.“ * Honourable terms!” replied Don. 
Lewis; © ſure nobody would offer any other to a 


young lady of her birth! Alas, 1 ſhould think myſelf 
the happieſt of men, if the would approve of my ad- 
dreſſes, and conſent to join her deſtiny to mine.?“ 
Since you talk in that ſtyle,* ſaid Don Felix, I 
am intereſted in your behalf, Yes, I liſt myſeif in 
your ſervice ; offer you all my influence with Aurora; 
and will, to-morrow, bring over my aunt, who has 
a great ſway over her.” Pacheco returned a thouſand 
thanks to the cavalier who made him ſuch fair pro- 
miſes; and we perceived, with joy, that our ſtratagem 


could not ſucceed better. Next day, we increaſed the 


love of Don Lewis by a new invention. My miltreſs, 
having been with Donna Ximena, on pretence to ren- 
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der her favourable to that cavalier, came back, ana 
ſaid to him, © I have ſpoke to my aunt ; whom, with 
much difficulty, I have made your friend. She was 
furiouſly prejudiced againſt you, for ſornebody or other 
had made her believe that you was a downright liber- 
tine; but I undertook your defence with eagerneſs, 
and at laſt deſtroyed the bad impreſhon ſhe had received 
of your morals. 
This is not all,” purſued Aurora; you muſt talk 
with my aunt, in my preſence, and then we ſhall 
make ſure of her aſſiſtance.“ Pacheco expreſſed ex- 
treme impatience to diſcourſe with Donna Ximena, 
and that ſatisfaction was granted to him next morn- 
ing, when the falſe Mendoza conducted him to Madam 
Ortiz, and they three had a long converſation z in 
which Don Lewis ſhewed, that he had allowed himſelf 
to be very much captivated in a very little time. The 
_ artful Ximena feigned to be moved with all the tender- 
neſs he expreſſed, and promiſed her utmoſt endeavour 
to engage her niece to marry him, Pacheco immedi- 
ately threw himſelf at the feet of this ſo kind an aunty 
and thanked her for her friendſhip ; whereupon Don 
Felix aſked if his couſin was up. No, anſwered the 
duenna z © ſhe is ſtill a-bed, and you cannot ſee her at 
preſent 3 but return this afternoon, and you may con- 
verſe with her at leiſure.” This anſwer of Madam 
Ximena redoubled, as you may well believe, the joy 
of Don Lewis, who thought the reſt of the forenoon 
extremely tedious, and went back to his lodgings with 
Mendoza, who was not a little pleaſed with oblerving 
in him all the marks of genuine love. | 

They talked of nothing but Aurora; and when they 
had dined, Don Felix ſaid to Pacheco, There is a 
thought come into my head: I am of opinion that I 
ſhould go to my aunt's ſome minutes before you, and 
| have a little chat with my couſin, that I may, if poſ- 
ſible, diſcover the diſpoſition of her heart towards you.? 
Don Lewis, approving this ſcheme, let his friend go 
before, and did not ſet out till an hour after. So my 
miſtreſs made ſuch good ule of her time, that ſhe was 
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dreſſed like a lady when her lover arrived. * I thought,” 
ſaid the cavalier, after having ſaluted Aurora and the 
duenna, to have found Don Felix here.“ You will 


ſee him immediately, anſwered Donna Ximena ; he 


is writing in my cloſet.” Upon which Pacheco ſeemed 
to ſwallow the trick, and entered into converſation 
with the ladies; but, notwithſtanding the preſence of 
the beloved object, he perceived that the hours ſtole 
away without Mendoza's appearing ; and, as he could 
not help teſtifying ſome ſurprize at it, Aurora changing 
countenance all of a ſudden, began to laugh, and ſaid 
to Don Lewis, Is it poſſible that you have no ſuſpi- 
cion of the trick which has been played upon you ? 
Do an artificial light-coloured tour, and painted eye- 
brows, make me ſo unlike myſelf, that you have been 
miſtaken by them hitherto! Undeceive yourſelf, then, 
Pacheco, continued ſhe, reſuming an air of gravity z 
and know that Don Felix de Mendoza, and Aurora 
de Guzman, are but one and the ſame perſon !" 

She was not contented with extricating him out of 


his error, but alſo owned her paſſion for him, and in- 


formed him of all the ſteps ſhe had taken towards it's 
ſucceſs. Don Lewis, no leis charmed than ſurprized 
with what he heard, threw himſelf at her feet, ex- 
claiming in a tranſport of joy, Ah, beautiful Auro- 
ra! may I then believe myſelf the happy mortal whom 
you have favoured ſo much? How ſhall I recompenle 
your goocinels, which the moſt perfect love can never 


repay! Theſe words were accompanied with a thou- 


ſand more paſſionate and tender expreſſions; after 
which, the two lovers conferred upon the meaſures 
that were to be taken towards the accompliſhment of 
their mutual defires ; and it was reſolved that we ſhould 
ſet out immediately tor Madrid, and bring our comedy 
to a concluſion by marriage. This deſign was no 
ſooner formed than put in execution: in fifteen days 
Don Lewis eſpouſed my miſtreſs; and their nuptials 
gave riſe to entertainments and infinite rejoicings. 


ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 11 
1 HAP. II. 
Gil Blas quits his Place, and goes into the Service of 
Don Gonzales de Pacheco. | 
THREE weeks after this marriage, my miſtreſs being 
deſirous of recompenſing me for the ſervice I had 
done her, made me a preſent of a hundred piſtoles, 
ſaying, Gil Blas, far from turning you away, I 
leave it to your choice to ſtay with me as long as you 
pleaſe; but my huſband's uncle, Don Gonzales de 
Pacheco, wants to have you for a. valet de chambre. 
I ſpoke to him ſo advantageouſly of you, that he aſ- 
ſured me, I would do him a favour in parting with you 
to him. He is an old nobleman, added ſhe, of an ex, 
cellent character, and you will be happy in his ſervice,” 
I thanked Aurora for her generoſity, and as ſhe had 
no longer any occaſion for me, accepted the poſt to 
which I was recommended; the more willingly, as I 
ſhould ftill be in the family. One morning, therefore, 
] went with a meſſage from my new-married miſtreſs 
to Signior Don Gonzales, who was (till a- bed, although 
it was near twelve o'clock. When I entered his 
chamber, I found him taking ſome broth, which a 
Page had brought in. The old gentleman's whiſkers 
were in papers, his eyes almoſt quite extinguiſhed, and 
his face pale and meagre. He was one of thoſe old 
boys who have been great rakes in their youth, and 4 
arenot a whit more ledate in their old age. He received 
me with great civility, and told me, that if I would 
ſerve him with as much zeal as I had maniteſted for his 
niece, I might depend upon living happily, I pro- 
miſed to have the ſame attachment to him which I had 
for her; and that moment he engaged me in his ſervices 
Behold me, then, with a new maſter; and Heaven 
knows what fort of a man he was! When he got up, 
I fancied I ſaw the reſurrection of Lazarus. Paint to 
your own imagination a tall body, fo lean and wither- 
ed, that when he was naked, an anatomiſt might have 
taught oſteology upon it; with legs ſo ſmall, that they 
looked like ſpindles, after he had put on three or four 
pair of ſtockings. This living mummy was beſides 
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12 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 

troubled with an aſthma, and coughed at every word 
he ſpoke. Having drank chocolate, he called for pa- 
per and ink, and wrote a letter, which he ſealed and 


_ ſent away, according to the direction, by the page 
who had brought the broth: then turning to me, 

Friend, ſaid he, thou art the perſon whom I in- 

tend henceforth to truſt with my commiſſions, eſpe- 

_ cially thoſe which regard Donna Euphraſia, a young 


lady whom I love, and who is paſſionately fond of me.“ 
Good God!" ſaid I to myſelf, how can young 

ople help believing themſelves beloved, when this 
old dotard thinks himſelf adored !* Gil Blas,” added 


he, © thou ſhalt go with me this very day to her houſe, 


where I ſup almoſt every night, and thou wilt be 
charmed with her prudence and reſerve: far from re- 


ſembling thoſe filly coquettes, who can reliſh nothing 


but youth, and are won by appearances. only, ſhe has 
an underſtanding already mature and judicious, that 


requires ſentiment in a man, and prefers a lover of 


delicacy and taſte, to one of the moſt ſhining exteriors.” 
e Don Gonzales did not here finiſh the eulogium 
of his miſtreſs, whom he repreſented as-the epitome of 


all perfection. But he had a hearer not eaſily per- 


ſuaded. After the conduct of the actreſſes, which I 


had ſeen, I did not look upon old noblemen as people 
very happy in their amours. I pretended, however, 


out of complaiſance, to believe all that my maſter 
ſaid. I did more; I extolled the diſcernment and taſte 
of Euphraſia, and was even impudent enough to affirm 
that ſhe could not have a more amiable gallant. 
The good old gentleman did not perceive that I had 


made game of him; but, on the contrary, applauded 


my good ſenſe. So true it is, that a ſycophant may 
run any riſque with the great, who ſwallow all kinds of 
flattery, let it be ever ſo abſurd. The-old man having 
written his letter, pulled ſome hairs out of his beard 


Ah a pair of pincers, cleaned his eyes of a thick gum 
-- »fNat filled them, waſhed his ears and hands, and after 
having performed his ablutions, painted his whiſkers, 


eye-brows, and hairy ef à black colour; continuing 
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! 
d longer at his toilet than an old widow who ſtudies to 
— hide the outrages of time upon her. Juſt as he hack 
d done dreſſing, another gentleman in years, one of his | 
e friends, entered, whoſe name was the Count d'Aſumar. 
» But he, far from concealing his grey hairs, ſupported 
8 himſelf on a cane, and ſeemed to glory in his old age, | 
8 rather than in appearing young. * Signior Pacheco,“ | 
5 ſaid he, as he came in, I come to dine with you.“ 
j © You are very welcome, Count, anſwered my maſter. | 
S Meanwhile, having embraced one another, they fat | 
1 down, and entered into converſation, till ſuch time as 
d dinner was ready. | Gi 
„ The diſcourſe turned, at firſt; upon a bull. feaſt, 
e which had been celebrated a few days before; and as 


they mentioned the cavaliers who had ſhewn the greateſt 
vigour and addreſs, the old Count, like another Neſtor, 
who, from talking of the preſent, always took occaſion. - 
to praiſe the pait, ſaid, with a ſigh, © Alas! I fee no 
men now-a-days comparable to thoſe I have known 
heretofore; and the tournaments are not performed 
with half the magnificence that they were when I wag 
a young man!' I laughed within myſelf at the pre- 
 Judice of honeſt Signior d'Aſumar, who did not confine 
[ itt to tournaments only; hut I remember, when the 
deſert was ſet upon the table, ſeeing ſome fine peaches 
| ſerved up, he oblerved, In my time, the peaches 
i were much larger than they are at preſent ; nature 
© | degenerates every day.“ At that rate,“ ſaid Don 


= "+ no © 09 
ments 


' Gonzales, ſmiling, the peaches of Adam's time muſt 
4 | have been wonderfully large. OD, | 
a 1 Count d' Aſumar ſtaid almoſt the whole day with 
8 my maſter; who no ſooner found himſelf diſengaged, 
4 than he went out, bidding me follow him. He went to 
- | Euphraſia's, who lodged at the diſtance of an hundred 
— paces from our houſe; and found her in a very hand- 
a ſome apartment. She was gaily dteſſed, and had ſuch 
* a youthful air, that I concluded ſhe was under age, 
16, although ſhe was a good thirty years old at leaſt. She 
ng was really handſome, and her underſtanding ſoon raiſed 


my admiration ; for ſhe was not one of thoſe coqueites 


14 ADVENTURES. OF GIL BLAS, 
who have nothing to recommend them but idle ribaldry 
and looſe behaviour ; ſhe was modeſt in her manners, 
as well as in her converſation, and talked with a great 
deal of wit without the leaſt affectation. O Heaven l' 
ſaid T to myſelf, Is it poſhble that a perſon of ſuch 
delicacy can be a lady of pleaſure!” I imagined that 
impudence was inſeparable from all women of her pro- 
feſſion, and was aſtoniſhed to ſee one with the appearance 
of modeſty; not reflecting that theſe princeſſes know 
how to aſſume any ſhape, and accommodate themſelves 
to the characters of the people of fortune and nobility 
that fall into their hands, When their gallants are 
pleaſed with fire and tranſport, they are briſk and petu- 
lant; and with thoſe who love reſerve, practiſe a pru- 
dent and virtuous behaviour. They are the came- 
lions, who change colour according to the humor and 
_ diſpoſition of the men they approach. | | | 
Don Gonzales was none of thoſe noblemen who are 
taken with your bold beauties; he could not bear 
ladies of that claſs ; on the contrary, could reliſh no 
woman, unleſs ſhe had the appearance of a veſtal. 
Eupghraſia, therefore, modelled herſelf u and 
ſhewed that all the good actreſſes are not employed in 
the theatre. Leaving my maſter with his nymph, I 
went down ftairs into a hall, where I found an old 
chambermaid, whom I had known a waiting: woman to 
an actreſs. Recollecting me immediately, ſne ſaid, 
What! is it you, Gil Blas? You have quitted Ar- 
ſenia, it ſeems, as I did Conſtantia.“ “Ves, truly," 
anſwered I; * it is a long time fince I left her, and 
went to ſerve a young lady of faſhion. A player's 
life is not to my taſte ; I therefore diſmiſſed myſelf, 
without deigning to come to the leaſt explanation with 
Arſenia.“ * You was in the right,” replied the cham- 
bermaid, whole name was Beatrice. I ſerved Conſtan- 
tia pretty much in the ſame manner: one mornin 
early I gave in my accounts very coldly, which the 
received without uttering one - ſyllable, and ſo we 
parted cavalierly enough.” f 
I] am extiemely glad,“ ſaid I, that we now meet 
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in a more honourable houſe: Donna Euphraſia ſeems 


to be a fort of woman of faſhion, and I believe her 
character is very good.“ You are not at all miſtaken,” 


ſaid the old waiting-woman ; * ſhe is of a very good 
family; and as for her, temper, I can aſſure you, 


there never was one more equal and ſweet, She is 
none of thoſe paſſionate and difficult miſtreſſes, who 


find fault with every thing; ſcold inceſſantly ; tor- 
ment their domeſtics ; and, in one word, make a hell 


of their ſervice. I never once heard her grumble z 
and wien I happen to do any thing contrary to her 


inclination, ſhe reproves me without rage, and never 


lets one of thoſe epithets eſcape her, of which your 


violent dames are ſo liberal.“ «* My maſter,” I reſu- 
med, is allo very ſweet tempered: he is the beſt na- 


tured mortal alive: and therefore you and I are much 


more happy than when we were in the ſervice of 


actreſſes. A thouſand times more happy!” replied 
Beatrice: * inſtead of leading a life of noile and tumult, 


I now live, as it were, in a retreat. No man enters 


theſe doors but Signior Don Gonzales. I ſhall fee 
nobody but you in my ſolitude, for which I am not at 


all ſorry; for I have had an affection for you a long 
time, and more than once envied the happineſs of 


Laura, in having you for a gallant. But, in ſhort, 
I hope to be as happy as ſhe; for, though I have 


neither her youth nor her beauty, by way of amends, 


J hate coquetry, and am as faithful as a turtle.“ 
As honeſt Beatrice was one of thoſe perſons who are 


obliged to make a tender of their favours, becauſe 


nobody will aſk them, I was not at all tempted to pro- 


fit by her advances: I did not deſire, however, that ſhe 


ſhould perceive my contempt, and was even polite 


enough to expreſs myſelt in ſuch a manner, as that ſhe 
did not Joſe all hopes of engaging my heart. I ima- 


. gined then that I had made a conqueſt of an old cham- 
bermaid, but happened on this occaſion to be deceived; 


ſhe did not behave in this manner to me, for my own 
ſake only; her deſign was to inſpire me with love, 
that ſhe might bring me over to the intereſt of her 
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1% ADVENTURES. OF GIL LASV. | 
who have nothing to recommend them but idle ribaldry 
and looſe behaviour; ſhe was modeſt in her manners, 


as well as in her converſation, and talked with a great 


deal of wit without the leaſt affectation. O Heaven !* | 
ſaid IJ to myſelf, Is it poſſible that a perſon of ſuch 


delicacy can be a lady of pleaſure!” I imagined that 


impudence was inſeparable from all women of her pro- 
feſſion, and was aſtoniſhed to ſee one with the appearance 
of modeſty; not reflecting that theſe princeſſes know 
how to aſſume any ſhape, and accommodate themſelves 
to the characters of the people of fortune and nobility 


that fall into their hands. When their gallants are 


pleaſed with fire and tranſport, they are britk and petu- 
lant; and with thoſe who love reſerve, practiſe a pru- 
dent and virtuous behaviour. They are the came 
lions, who change colour according to the humor and 


diſpoſit ion of the men they approach. 


Don Gonzales was none of thoſe noblemen who are 
taken with your bold beauties; he could not bear 
ladies of that claſs : on the contrary, could reliſh no 
woman, unleſs ſhe had the appearance of a veltal, 
Euphraſia, therefore, modelled herſelf eee and 
ſnewed that all the good actreſſes are not employed in 
the theatre. Leaving my maſter with his nymph, I 
went down ſtairs into a hall, where I found an old 
chambermaid, whom I had known a waiting-woman to 
an actreſs. Recollecting me immediately, ſhe ſaid, 
What! is it you, Gil Blas? You have quitted Ar- 


ſenia, it ſeems, as I did Cunftantia,* Ves, truly,” 


anſwered I; it is a long time ſince I left her, and 
went to ſerve a young lady of taithion. A player's 


life is not to my taſte ; I therefore diſiniſſed myſelf, 


without deigning to come to the leaſt explanation with 
Arſenia.“ * You was in the right,” replied the cham- 
bermaid, whole name was Beatrice. I ſerved Conſtan- 
tia pretty much in the {ſame manner: one morning 


early I gave in my accounts very coldly, which ſhe 


received without uttering one ſyllable, and ſo ws 
parted cavalierly enough.“ 8 
] am extiemely glad,“ faid I, that we now meet 
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none of thoſe paſſionate and difficult miſtreſſes, who 


ment their domeſtics z and, in one word, make a hell 


med, is alſo very ſweet tempered: he is the beſt na- 


all ſorry ; for I have had an affection for you a long 


| bermaid, but happened on this occaſion to be deceived; 


x. ADVENTURES OF GIL BIAS, 7 
in 4 more honourable houſe: Donna Euphraſia ſeems 
to be a fort of woman of faſhion, and I believe her 
character is very good.“ You are not at all miſtaken,” 
{aid the old waiting-woman ; © ſhe is of a very good 
family; and as for her, temper, I can aſſure you, 
there never was one more equal and ſweet. She is 


find fault with every thing; ſcold inceflantly ; tor- 


of their ſervice. I never once heard her grumble z 
and wien I happen to do any thing contrary to her 
inclination, ſhe reproves me without rage, and never 
lets one of thoſe epithets eſcape her, of which your 
violent dames are ſo liberal.“ My maſter,” I reſu- 


tured mortal alive: and therefore you and I are much 
more happy than when we were in the ſervice of 
actreſſes.” © A thouſand times more happy! replied 
Beatrice: © inſtead of leading a life of noiſe and tumult, 
I now live, as it were, in a retreat. No man enters 
theſe doors but Signior Don Gonzales. I ſhall ſee 
nobody but you in my ſolitude, for which I am not at 


time, and more than once envied the happineſs of 
Laura, in having you for a gallant. But, in ſhort, 
I hope to be as happy as ſhe; for, though I have 
neither her youth nor her beauty, by way of amends, 
J hate coquetry, and am as faithful as a turtle,” 

As honeſt Beatrice was one of thoſe perſons who are 
obliged to make a tender of their favours, becauſe 
nobody will aſk them, I was not at all tempted to pro. 
fit by her advances: I did not dehre, however, that ſhe 
ſhould perceive my contempt, and was even polite 
enough to expreſs myſelf in ſuch a manner, as that ſhe 
did not Joſe all hopes of engaging my heart. I ima- 
gined then that I had made a conqueſt of an old cham- 


ſhe did not behave in this manner to me, for my own 
ſake only; her deſign was to inſpire me with love, 
that ſhe might bring me over to the intereſt of her 
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16 * ADVENTURES OF GIL BIAS. 
miſtreſs, for whom ſhe was ſo zealous, that ſhe did not 
mind what it coſt her in promoting her advantage. I 
found my error next morning, when I carried a billet- 


doux from my maſter to Euphraſia. That lady gave 


me a-moſt gracious reception, and ſaid a thouſand 
obliging things, in which ſhe was joined by her maid: 
one admired my phyſiognomy, while the other obſerved 
in me an air of prudence and ſagacity. According to 
them, Signior Don Gonzales poſſeſſed a treaſure in hav- 


Ing ſuch a valet. In a word, they praiſed me ſo much, 


that I ſuſpected their applauſe, and even diſcerned the 


motives of it; but I received it, in appearance, with all 
the ſimplicity of a fool, and by this counterplot effec- 


—_— deceived the ſharpers, who at laſt pulled off the 
MaK. ; 955 

© Hark'e, Gil Blas, ſaid Euphraſia to me; it 
depends upon thyſeif-ro make thy fortune. Let us 
act in concert, my friend. Don Gonzales is old, and 


his conſtitution ſo crazy, that the leaſt touch of a fe- 
ver, aſſiſted by an able phyſician, will carry him off. 


Let us make the beſt of the time he has left, and exert 


_ ourſelves ſo, as that he may leave the beſt part of his 


eſtate to mie. Thou ſhalt have a good ſhare of the 


booty; and thou mayeſt depend upon my promiſe, as 
much as if I had made it before all the notaries of 
Madrid.“ Madam, anſwered I, you may com- 


mand your humble ſervant. Vou have nothing to do 


but to preſcribe my conduct, and you ſhall be ſatiſ- 


fied.” Very well,” ſhe replied ; * thou mult obſerve 
thy maſter, and give me an account of all his proceed- 


_Ings:; when you talk to him in private, don't fail to 


turn the converſation upon women, and from thence 
artfully take occaſion to ſpeak well of me, Ply him 
with Euphraſia as much as poſſible; and I again re- 
commend it to you, to be very attentive to what 


paſſes in the family of the Pachecos ; if you perceive 


that any relation of Don Gonzales is extremely offi- 


cious about him, and aims at the ſucceſſion to his 


eſtate, acquaint me with it immediately: that is all 
J aſk, and I warrant I ſhall ſend him adrift in a very 


| ADVENTURES OF GIL BIAS. 17 
little time; for I know the different characters of his 
relations, and the ridiculous lights in which they may 
be repreſented to him; having already prejudiced him 
pretty ſucceſsfully againſt all his nephews and couſins.” _ 
By theſe inſtructions, and others which Euphraſia 
added, I concluded that this lady was one of thoſe who 
attached themſelves to'' generous old men. She had 


lately prevailed upon Don Gonzales to ſel] an eſtate, 


the price of which ſhe had converted to her own uſe; 
ſhe extorted from him valuable moveables every day; 
and, belides, had reaſon to hope that ſhe would not be 
forgotten in his will. I pretended to engage willingly 
to do all that ſhe deſired; and, diſſimulation apart, 
doubted within myſelt, on my return home, whether I 
ſhould contribute to impoſe upon my r2aiter, or under- 
take to detach him from his miſtreis, The laſt of 
theſe reſolutions ſeemed more honourable than the other, 
and I felt myſelt more inclined to fulfil than betray my 
duty: beſides, Euphraſia had made me no politive pro- 
miſe, and that, perhaps, was the occafion of my fide- 


lity's remaining uncorrupted. I reſolve, therefore, 


to ſerve Don Gonzales with zeal, perſuading myſelf, 
that if I ſhould be lucky enough to divert his affection 


from his idol, I ſhould be hetter rewarded for this good 


action, than for all the bad ones I could commit. 
That I might the more eaſily accompliſh what I pro- 
oſed, I ſhewed myſelf entirely devoted to the ſervice of 
3 Euphraſia; I made her believe, that I ſpoke of 
her inceſtantly to my maſter; and accordingly invented 
fables, which ſhe took for ſterling truth. I inſinuated 
myſelf ſo much in her good graces, that ſhe thought me 


entirely in her intereſt 3 and itill, the: better to impoſe 


upon her, affected to appear in love with Beatrice; who, 
raviſhed to lee, at her age, a young lover at her beck, 
did not much mind being deceived, provided ſhe was 
deceived agreeably, When my maſter and I were each 
with his own princeſs, we compoled two very different 
pictures in the ſame taſte, Don Gonzales, pale and 
withered as I have repreſented him, when he attempted 


to ogle, looked like a wretch in his lait agonies; and 
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18 ADVENTURES OP GIL BLAS. | 
my infanta, in proportion to the ſeeming increaſe of 
my paſſion, aſſumed ſtill more and more childiſh airs, 
and practiſed all the artifices of an old coquette, which 
ſne had been learning for forty years at leaſt; having 
been refined in the ſervice of ſome of thoſe heroines of 
gallantry, who can pleaſe even in their old age, and die 
loaded with the {ſpoils of two or three generations. 

I was not ſatisfied with following my maſter, every 
evening, to the houſe of Euphraſia; I ſometimes went 
thither alone, by day; but at what hour ſoever I went 


in, I never met with any man, or woman either, of a 


ſuipicious appearance; nor could I diſcover the leaſt 
trace of infidelity; a circumſtance that ſurprized me 
not a little: for I could not imagine that ſuch a hand- 


ſome lady cor'd be exactly true to Don Gonzales. 
And in this, ſurely, my judgment was not too raſh ; 


for the fair Euphraſia, (as you will preſently ſee,) that 
ſhe might wait with the more patience for my maſter's 
eſtate, was provided with a lover more agreeable to a 
woman of her age. | | ; 

One morning, when I carried, as uſual, a letter to 
the princeſs, I perceived, while I was in the chamber, 
the feet of a man concealed behind the tapeſtry. I went 


away, without ſeeming to obſerve them; but, although 


J ought not to have been ſurprized at this object, which 
was no buſineſs of mine, I did not fail to reſent it. 
Ah, perfidious wretch!? ſaid I to myſelf, in a paſſion, 
c ah, wicked Euphraſia! thou art not ſatisfied with im- 
poſing upon a good old gentleman, by perſuading him 
that he is beloved, but thou muſt alſo crown thy per- 
fidy, by abandoning thyſelf to another!' What a tool 
was I (now I think on it) to moralize in this manner! 
I ought rather to have laughed at the adventure, and 
looked upon it as a compenſation for the tirelome lan- 
guid moments ſhe underwent in her commerce with my 
maſter: I ſhould, at leaſt, have done better in hold- 
ing my tongue, than in ſeizing this occaſion to act the 
conſcientious ' valet. But, inſtead of moderating my 
zeal, I entered warmly into the intereſt of Don Gon- 
zales, to whom I made a faithful report of what I had 


P . 


me quarrel with her. 
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ſeen: I even added, that Euphraſia wanted to ſeduce 
me; I concealed nothing of what ſhe had ſaid on that 
occaſion ; and it was his own fault if he was not per- 


fectly acquainted with the character of his miſtreſs. 


He was confounded at the information; and a ſmall 
emotion of wrath, that appeared in his countenance, 
ſeemed to preſage that the lady ſhould not be unfaithful . 
to him with impunity. Enough, Gil Blas, ſaid he: 
« I am extremely ſenſible of thy attachment, and 
pleaſed with thy fidelity: I will go inſtantly to Eu- 


phraſia, load her with reproaches, and break for ever 


with the ungrateful creature!* So ſaying, he went out 
accordingly ; and diſpenſed with my attendance, that 
he might ſpare me the diſagreeable part I had to play 
during their eclairciſſement. . 
I waited for my maſter's return with a world of im- 


| Patience z not doubting, that as he had ſo much cauſe 
to complain of his nymph, he would come back altoge- 


ther detached from her allurements. On this ſuppoſition, _ 
I applauded myſelf for what I had done; I repreſented ' 

to myſelf the ſatisfaction which the natural heirs of 
Don Gonzales would have, when they learned that their 
kinſman was no longer the ſport of a paſſion ſo contrary 


to their intereſts; I flattered myſelf that they would 


conſider me for it; and, in ſhort, that I had diſtin. - 
guiſhed myſelf from other valets, who are uſually more 
apt to encourage their maſters in debauchery than ta 
reclaim them. I was in love with honour ; and re- 
flected, with pleaſure, that I ſhould paſs for the Cory- 
pheus of all domeſtics. But this idea, agreeable as it 
was, vaniſhed in a few hours; when my patron arriving, 
ſaid, Friend, I have had a very ſharp converſation 
with Euphraſia, who affirms that thou haſt milrepre- 
ſented her, and art, if ſhe is to be believed, no other 
than an impoſtor, altogether devoted to my nephews 
out of regard to whom, thou ſpareſt nothing to make 
I ſaw real tears trickle from 


her eyes; and ſhe ſwore by all that was ſacred, that 
ſhe never made any propoſal to thee, nor ever ſees a 
man, Beatrice, who ſeems to be a good girl, pro- 
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20 ADVENTURES OF GIL BIAS. 
teſted the ſame thing in ſuch a manner, that my anger 
was appealed in ſpite of my teeth.“ 

© How, Sir, ſaid I, interrupting him in a ſorrowful 
manner, do you doubt my ſincerity? Do you diſtruſt— 
No, child, ſaid he, interrupting me in his turn; I 
do thee all manner of juſtice : I don't believe thee in 
a confederacy with my nephews. I am perſuaded that 
thou art concerned for my interett only, and I am 
obliged to thee; but appearances are deceitful. Per- 


| haps what thou ſawelt, exiſted only in thy own ima» 


gination; and, in that caſe, thou mayeſt gueſs how 
diſagreeable thy accuſation mult be to Euphraſia. Ee it 
as it may, ſhe is a perſon whom I cannot help loving. 
I mult even make the ſacrifice to her which ſhe de- 


mands, and that ſacrifice is thy diſmiſſion. I am ſorry 


for it, my poor Gil Blas,“ added he; and I ature 
thee, I conſented to it with regret ; but I could not do 
otherwiſe. What ought to conſole thee is, that I ſhall 

not ſend thee away unrecompenſed ; and I intend, 
moreover, to ſettle thee with a lady, a friend of mine, 


where thou wilt live very agreeably.%” _ | 


I was very much mortified to ſee my zeal thus turned 
againſt mylelf: I curſed Euphraſia, and deplored the 
weakneſs of Don Gonzales, who allowed himſelf to be 
led by the nole. The good old man being very ſen- 
ſible, that, in turning me away merely to pleaſe his 
mittrets, he did not behave in the moſt manly manner, 
made amends for his effeminacy, and gilded the pill 1 
was to (wallow with a preſent of fifty ducats. Next 


day, carrying me to the Marchioneſs of Chaves, he 


told her, in my hearing, that I was a young man who 
poſſeſſed many good qualities; that he had a regard for 
me; but family reaſons not permitting him to Keep me 
in his ſervice, he begged ſhe would admit me into her 
family. She received me that inſtant into the number 
of her domeſtics z ſo that I found my ſelf tranſlated, all 


of a ſudden, into a new place. 
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| CHAP. III. 5 

The Charadter of the Marchioneſs of Chaves, and of 
thoſe People who uſually viſited her. 

"PHE Marchioneſs of Chaves was a widow of five- 

and-thirty, handſome, tall, and well-ſhaped, who 

enjoyed a yearly income of ten thouſand ducats, without 

the care and incumbrance of children. I never ſaw a 


woman of more gravity, or one who ſpoke leſs; though 


this did not hinder. her from being looked upon as the 
moſt witty lady in Madrid. The great concourſe of 
people of quality, and men of learning, who daily fre- 
quented her houſe, contributed, perhaps, more than 


any thing ſhe faid, to give her this reputation. But 


this I will not undertake to decide ; let it ſuffice to ſay, 
that her name imported the idea of a ſuperior genius, 
and that her houſe was called, by way of excellence, 


the Court of Criticiſm. 


There was actually ſome performance or other read 
here every day; ſometimes new plays, and ſometimes 
other pieces of poetry: but nothing except ſerious ſub- 
jets were deemed worthy of attention, humorous pieces 
being deſpiſed ; the beſt comedy, or the moſt ingenious 
and witty romance, was looked upon as a feeble pro= 
duction, that deſerved no praiſe; whereas the leaſt ſe- 
rious work, ſuch as an ode, eclogue, or ſonnet, paſſed 
for the greateſt effort of human underſtanding. But 
it often happened, that the public did not confirm the 
ſentence of the court; on the contrary, was ſometimes 
ſo impolite as to hiſs thoſe pieces which had been there 
very much applauded. | 

I was chamberlain in this houſe; that is, my office 


conſiſted in getting every thing ready in the apartment 


of my lady for the reception of company, and to ſet 
the chairs for the men, and the cuſhions for the women; 


after which I ſtationed myſelf at the chamber-door, to 


announce * and introduce the perſons who arrived, 
While I was employed in this office, for the firſt time, 


® The announcer, from the Latin word annunciare, is a domeſtic, who 
ſtands in the hall on viſiting days, and pronvunces aloud the names of the 
company as they enter, | | | 
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an amiable character, laid I to Molina © hut the 
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the governor of the pages, who by accident was then 
in the ante-chamber with me, deſcribed them all very 
pleafantly as they came in. His name was Andrew 
Molina, naturajly dry and fatirical, with a good ſhare 

of underſtanding. A biſhop being the firit who pre- 
ſented himſelf, I announced him; and when he was en- 
tered, the governor obſerved, That prelate is a man 


of a very plealant character: having a little credit at 


court, he would fain make every one believe that he 
has a great deal, and offers his intereſt to all the world, 
without ſerving any body. One day, meeting at court 
with a gentleman who ſaluted him, he ſtopped, loaded 
him with civilities, and, ſqueezing his hand, ſaid, “ I 
am wholly devoted to your ſervice: pray, Sir, put me 
to the proof: I ſhall never die ſatisfied until J have an 
opportunity of obliging you! The gentleman thank- 
ed him in a very gratetul manner: they parted; and 
the prelate ſaid to one of his followers, „I think I 
know that man; I have a confuſed idea of having ſeen 
him ſomewhere.““ 

Immediately after the biſhop, the ſon of a grandee 
appeared; and when I had introduced him into my 


| lady's chamber, That nobleman,* ſaid Molina, is 


another original, You mult know, that he goes often. 
to a houſe, in order to treat of ſome important affair 
with the gentleman who lives in it, and comes away 


without remembering to ſpeak a ſyllable about tre 


matter. But, added the governor, ſeeing two ladies 
advance, there come Donna Angela de Pennafiel, 
and Donna Margarita de Montalvan, two ladies be- 
tween whom there 1s not the leaſt reſemblance. . Donna 


Margarita, who piques herſelf on being a philolopher, 


will undertake the moſt profound doctors of Salamanca 
in a diipute, without ſuffering their arguments to get 
the better of her argumentation. As tor Donna An- 
gela, ſhe does not affect the virtuoſo, although her 
underſtanding is perfectly well cultivated ; her conver- 
ſation is ſenſible, her ſentiments refined, and her ex- 
preſſion delicate, noble, and natural.“ This laſt is 
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My governor did not ſpare him. 


Not very conſiſtent l' he replied with a ſneer : and 


even a great many men are rendered ridiculous by fuch 
Madam the Marchioneſs, our lady,“ 


a diſpoſition. | 
continued he, is alſo a little tainted with philoſophy. 
What wrangling will there be here to day! God grant 
that religion may not be concerned in the diſpute!” 


As he ſpoke theſe words, we perceived a meagre man 


come in, with an air of reſerve and a grim countenance. 
This here,” ſ id 
he, © is one of your ſerious wits, who would fain pals 
for great geniuſes by the favour of a few ſentences 
learned from Seneca, and who are eaſily detected to be 


| fools, if you examine them a little cloſely.” The next 


that came in was a well-ſhaped cavalicr, with a Gre- 
cian mien, that 1s, a very ſelt-ſufficient appearance : 
when I aſked who he was, Molina anſwered, * He is 


a dramatic poet, who has compoſed, in his time, an 


hundred thouſand verſes, which never brought him in 


| four-pence : but, in recompence for that, he has pro- 
; cured a conſiderable ſettlement by ſix lines of proſe.“ 


I was going to inform myſelf of the nature of a for- 


tune got ſo eaſily, when 1 heard a great noiſe on the 


| ftair-caſe, 


the licentiate Campanario, who gives notice of his ap- 


| proach before he appears; and, beginning to talk at 


the ſtreet- door, continues without intermiſſion until he 
goes away,” Sure enough, the whole houſe rang again 
with the voice of the thundering licentiate; who, at 
length, entered the ante-chamber with a bachelor of 
his acquaintance, and did not leave off ſpeaking all 
the time his viſit laſted, © Signior Campanario, ſaid 
I to Molina, © ſeems to be a great genius.“ * Yes,* 
replied my governor, ' he has ſome bright allies, 
quaint expreſſions, and a good deal of humour; but 
over and above his being an unconſcionable talker, he 
does not fail to make repetitions; and, not to over- 
rate his talents, I believe the agreeable and comic air 
with which he ſeaſons every thing he ſays, conſtitutes 
his chief merit: for the greateſt part of his ſtrokes 
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ether, in my opinion, is inconſiſtent with the fair ſex.“ 
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«© Good !* cried the governor, © there comes 
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would do no great honour to a collection of witti- 
ciſms.” | 5 ö | 
Abundance of other people came in, of whom Mo- 
lina made very curious pictures, among which he did 
not forget that of the Marchioneſs. I aſſure you, 
{aid he, © our patroneſs is a lady of a very even tem- 
per, in ſpite of all her philoſophy. She is not at all 
difficult to pleaſe, and one is ſubjected to very few ca- 
prices in her ſervice. She is one of the moſt reaſonable 
women of quality I know, and is even without paſſion; 
ſne has as little taſte for gallantry as for play, and loves 
converfation only: in ſhort, moſt ladies would think her 
way of life inſupportably tireſome.* The governor, by 
this eulogium, prepoſſeſſed me in favour of my miſtreſs 
nevertheleſs, ſome days after, I could not help ſuſpect- 
ing that ſhe was not ſuch an enemy to love: and I will 
relate on what foundation my ſuſpicion was built. 
One morning, while ſhe was at her toilet, a little 
man preſented himſelf to me, about forty years old, of 
a diſagreeable figure, more dirty than the author Pedro 
de Moya, and very much hunch-backed into the bar- 
gain. When he told me he wanted to ſpeak with the 
Marchioneſs, I aſked him, From whom ?* To which 
he anſwered, with a haughty look, From myſelf: 
tell her I am the gentleman of whom ſhe {poke yeſter- 
day to Donna Anna de Velaſco.“ I introduced him 
into my lady's apartment, and ſignified his arrival: 
upon which ſhe immediately exclaimed, in a tranſport 
of joy, -* Shew him in!“ She not only gave him a fa- 
vourable reception, but likewiſe ordered all her women 
out of the rgom ; ſo that the little hunch-back, more 
happy than an honeſter man, remained alone with her; 
while the chamber-maids and I made ourſelves merry 
with this fine tete-a-tete, that laſted near an hour; at- 
ter which, my patroneſs diſmiſſed the crook- back, Joad- 
ed with civilities, that ſhewed how well ſhe was ſatiſ⸗ 
fied with his converſation ;z which, in effect, captivated 
her ſo much, that ſhe told me one evening in private, 
«© Gil Blas, when the man with the hunch returns, 
bring him into my apartment as ſecretly as poſſible,” 
| 2 


Py 
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J obeyed aud when the little man came back next 
morning, conducted him by a private ſtair- caſe to my 
lady's chamber. I performed the ſame office, moſt de- 
voutly, two or three times, without ſuſpecting that 
there could be any gallantry in the caſe; but the ma- 
lignity which is ſo natural to mankind ſoon inſpired me 
with ſtrange ideas ; and I concluded, that the inclina- 
tion of the Marchioneſs was either very whimſical, or 
that the hunch-back acted the part of a go-between, 
Prepoſſeſſed with this opinion, I often taid to myſelf, 
© Tf my lady is in love with a handſome man, I forgive“ 


; her; but if ſhe is captivated with this baboon, truly I 


cannot excule the depravity of her taſte.” How much 


was I miſtaken in my patroneſs! The little hunch-back 


dabbled in magic; and, as his {kill had been extolled 
to the Marchioneſs, who willingly liſtened to the delu- 
ſions of ſuch impoltors, ſhe honoured him with theſe 
private converſations, in which he ſhewed her things 
in a glaſs; taught her to turn the ſieve; and, for mo- 
ney, revealed all the myſteries of the cabala: or ra- 
ther, to ſpeak truly, he was a ſharper, who ſubſiſted 


at the expence of credulous people, and was ſaid to 


have ſeveral women of quality under contribution. 
CHAP. IV. 


The Incident in conſequence of which Gil Blas quitted the 


Marchioneſs de Chaves; and the Courſe 
be follomued afterwards. 
1 BAD already lived fix months with the Marchioneſs 
de Chaves; and, I confeſs, was ſatisfied with my 


| condition; but the deſtiny I had to fulfil would not 


permit me to live Jonger in that lady's houſe, nor even 


in Madrid: I will therefore recount the adventure that. 
_ obliged me to remove from both. 


Among my lady's maids, there was one named Por- 


tia ; who, beſides her youth and beauty, poſſeſſed ſuch 
an amiable character, that I attached myſelf to her, 
without knowing that I muſt diſpute her heart with a 
rival. The ſecretary of the Marchioneſs, who was a 
proud man, and very much addicted to jealouſy, being 
captivated with my princeſs, no ſooner perceived my 
Vol. II. C | . 
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him one morning in a private place. As he was a little 


of the Marchionets de Chaves, and never more think. 
ot Portia.” 


my accompliſhments will find places in abundance, 


which I did not fail to put on, and by the foppiſh airs 


paſſion, than, without endeavouring to find out my 
reception with Poitia, he reſolved to fight me in ſingle 
combat, and tor this purpole appointed me to meet 


man, whoſe head ſcarce. reached my ſhoulders, and 
ſeemecl at the ſame time very weak, I did not think 
him a very dangerous rival, but repaired with great 
confidence to the place appointed, in hopes of gaining 
an eaſy victory, and making a merit of it with Portia : 
but the event did not anſwer my expectation. The 
little ſecretary, who had been two or three years at the 
tencing-ichool, diſarmed me like an infant; and hold- 
ing the point of his ſword to my throat, * Prepare,” 
ſaid he, for the mortal blow; or elſe give me thy 
word of honour that thou wilt this day quit the ſervice 


I made him that promiſe, and kept it 
without reluctance; being aſhamed to appear betors 
the reſt of the ſervants after my defeat, eſpecially be- 
fore the fair Helen who had been the cauſe of our duel. 
My ſole intention in returning to the houſe, was to 

carry off my goods ard money; which having done, 
I ſet out the ſame day for Toledo; my purſe being 
pretty well furniſhed, and my back loaded with a 
bundle compoſed of my whole wearing-apparel : for 

though I had nut engaged to quit Madrid, I thought 
proper to leave it, at Jealt for iome years; and formed 
the reſolution of making the tour of Spain, and of 
halting at every town. 4 he. money J have,“ faid I 
to myſelf, will carry me a great way; for I don't 
intend to be extravagant; and when I have no more, I 
will betake myſelf again to ſervice. A young man of 


whenever he pl-ates to go in quelt of them.“ 

I longed, in particular, to ſee Toledo; whither I 
arrived at the end of three days, and tour up may lodg- 
ing at a good! inn, where J paſſed for a gentleman 7 
conſequence, by ihe favour of my iutriguing drels, 


Which I affected. It was in my own option to etabliſh 
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a correſpondence with ſome band ſſome women who lived 
in the neighbourhood : but underſtanding that I mutt 


begin by ſpending a good deal of money upon them, 
I bridled my deſires; and feeling ſtill a ſtrong inclina- 


tion for travelling, after having ſeen every thing that 


was curious in Toledo, I left it one morning by break 


of day, and took the road to Cuenca, with an intention 
to go to Arragon. On the ſecond day of my journey, 
I went into an inn on the road; and juſt as I fat down 


to refreſh myſelf, a company of ſoldiers belonging to 


the Holy Brotherhood came in, and calling for wine, 
fell to drinking. While they were over their cups, I 
heard them deſcribe a young man whom they had or- 
ders to apprehend. © The gentleman, ſaid one of them, 
< is not more than twenty years of age, has long black 


hair, a good ſhape, an aquiline noſe, and is mounted 
on a bay horie ? 


I liftened without ſeeming to give attention to what 


they ſaid, and truly I did not concern myſelf much. 


about the matter. Leaving them in the inn, I ſet for- 
ward on my journey, and had not walked a quarter of 
a league, when I met a young gentleman of a good 
mien, mounted on a cheſnut- coloured horſe. ©* Upon 
my faith,” faid I to myſelf, this is the man whom 
the ſoldiers are in ſearch of: he has long black hair, 
and an aquiline noſe. I muſt do him a good office, 
Sir,“ ſaid F to him, give me leave to aſk, whether or 
not you have ſome affair of honour on your hands?“ 
The young gentleman, without making any reply, 


looked earneſtly at me, and ſeemed ſurpriſed at my 


queſtion. Upon which I aſſured him, that it was not 


out of curioſity that I had addreſſed him in this man- 


ner; and he was very well convinced of it, when I told 
him what I had overhear at the inn. Generous 
ſtranger,' ſaid he, I will not deny that I have reaſon 
to believe myſelf the perſon whom thoſe ſoldiers want 
to app!enencl ; and theretore will take another road in 


order io avoid them.“ „It is my opinion,” I replied, 


© that we ſhould immediately ſeek tome place where you 
may be ſecure, and where we may be ſheltered from that 
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23 ADVENTURES OF GIL BIAS. 
ftorm which I ſee brewing in the air, and which will 
burſt very ſoon.“ At that inſtant we diſcovered and 


repaired to a tufted alley of trees, that conducted us to 


the foot of a mountain, where we found an hermitage. 

It was a large deep grotto, that time had ſcooped in 
the rock, to which the art of man had added a kind of 
front, built of pebbles and ſhell-work, and quite co- 
vered with turf: the adjacent field was ſtrewed with a 
thouſand ſorts of flowers, which perfumed the air; and 
hard by the grotto we perceived a little opening in the 
rock, from whence iſſued, with an agreeable noiſe, a 
ſpring of water that run winding along a meadow. At 


the entrance of this ſolitary habitation appeared a holy 


hermit ſtooping under the weight of old age, ſupport- 
ing himſelf with a ſtaff in one hand, and holding in the 
other a roſary of large beads, compoſed of twenty 
courſes at leaſt. His head was buried in a brown wool. 


len cap, with long ears; and his beard, more white than 


ſnow, came down to his middle. When we approach- 
ed him, Father, ſaid I, be ſo good as to favour us 
with ſhelter from the impending ſtorm.“ Enter, my 
children,” replied the anchorite, after having obſerved 
me attentively; „this hermitage is at your ſervice z 
and you may ſtay here as long as you pleaſe. As for 
your horſe,” added he, pointing to the fore-part of his 
habitation, * he will be very well accommodated in 
that place. The gentleman who accompanied me, 
diſpoſed of his beaſt accordingly; and then we follow- 
ed the old man into the grotte, which as ſoon as we 
had entered, a great ſhower fell, mingled with flaſhes 


of lightning, and dreadful peals*of thunder. The 


hermit fell on his knees before an image of St. Paco- 
mo, which was glued to the wall, and we followed his 
example, Meanwhile, the thunder ceaſed, and we got 
up; but as the rain continued, and the day was far 
ſpent, « My children, ſaid the old man, I would not 
adviſe you to proceed on your journey in ſuch wea- 


ther, unleſs you have ſome preſſing affair.“ The young 


man and I replied, that we had none that hindered us 
from halting ; and that, if we were not afraid of in- 


-bread, and a pitcher of water, My ſons,” ſaid he, 


yourſelt to me. It is not curioſity, but charity alone, 
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commoding him, we would beg leave to paſs the night 
in his hermitage. * You won't incommode me in the 
leaſt, ſaid the hermit z „but you will have reaſon to. 
complain of your lodging; for you mult lie hard, and 
I have nothing to offer you but anchorite's fare.” 

So ſaying, the holy man made us fit down at a ſmall 
table, and preſenting us with a few onions, a cruſt of 


« you {ve my utual repaſt ; but to day I will commit an 
excels, out of regard to you.“ He then brought a little 
cheeſe, with two handiuls of filberts, and ſpread them 
upon the table. The young man, who had no great 
appetite, did not much honour to the feaſt: upon which 
the hermit obterved to him, * I perceive that you are 
accuſtomed to better tables than mine, or rather, that 
ſeujuality has corrupted your natural taſte. I have 
been in ihe world, as you are now; the moſt delicate 
vianus, the molt exquiſite ragouts, were not too good 
for my palate; but lince 1 have lived in lolitude, I have 
retrieved the former purity of my taſte, and at preſent 
can reliſh nothing but roots, fruits, milk; in a word, that 
which compoſed the nourichment of our firit parents. y 

While he ſpoke in this manner, the young man ſunk 
into a profound reverie; which the hermit perceiving, 
£ My ton,” ſaid he to him „you have an oppreſſion on 
your ſpirits; may I not know the cauſe? Unboſom 
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that animates my requeſt. I am of age to give advice; 
and perhaps your htvation requires it." Yes, father, 
replied the cavalier, with a ſigh; © I have, doubtleſs, 
occaſion for advice; and I will follow yours, fince you 
are lo good as to offer it. I believe I run no riſque in 
diſcovering myſelf to a man of your character. © Nog 
no, my ſon, ' (aid the ſenior; you have nothing to 
fear on that ſcore,” and may ſafely truſt me with any ſe- 
cret.* Inthis confidence, the cavalier poke as follows: 
| CHAP. V. 

7 he Story of Don Alphonſo and the fair 8 
WILL conceal nothing trom you, father, nor from 
the other geutleman who hears me; for, after the 
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generoſity he ſhewed, I ſhould be to blame to diftruft 
him. Liſten, therefore, to my misfortunes. I was 
born in Madrid, and my origin is this:—An officer of 
the German guards, calied the Baron de Steinbach, 
going home one evening, perceived a bundle of white 
linen at the foot of the ſtair- caſe. He took it up, and 
carried it to his wite's apartment, where he found it 
to be a new-born infant wrapped in very handſome 
ſwaddling cloaths; with a billet, importing, that it 
belonged to perſons of quality, who would one day 
make themſelves known; and that it had been baptized 
by the name of Alphonſo, I am that unhappy infant; 
and this is all that I know of my birth and parentage. 
Sacrificed to honour or infidelity, I know not whether 
my mother expoſed me, in order to conceal a diſho- 
nourable flame; or, ſeduced by a perjured lover, found 
herſelf under the cruel neceſſity of diſowning the fruit 
of her womb. . . I 
he that as it will, te Baron and the lady were 
touched with my ſituation; and, as they had no 
children of their own, determined to educate me un- 
der the name of Don Alphonſo. As I advanced in 
years, their attachment to me increaſed ; my flatter- 
ing and complaiſant behaviour attracted their careſſes 
every moment; in a word, I had the good fortune to 
make myſelf beloved: they gave me all kinds of 
maſters z my education became their only ſtudy ; and, 
far from expecting impatiently that my parents would 
diſcover themſelves, they ſeemed, on the contrary, to 
wiſh that my birth would alwavs remain a ſecret. As 
ſoon as the Baron found me able to carry arms, he en- 
tered me in the ſervice z procured for me an enſign's 
commiſſion z ordered my ſmall equipage to be got 
ready; and, to animate me the more to ſeek occaſions 
of acquiring glory, he repreſented to me, that the ca- 
reer of honour was open to every body, and that in 
war I might obtain a name the more glorious, as I 
ſhould owe it to myſelf alone. At the ſame time he 
revealed the ſecret of my birth, which he had hitherto 
eancealed from my knowledge, As I palled for his 


1 


W e eee neee eee eee wt 


ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 3 . 


ſo, I own this piece of information gave me a good 
deal of pain: I could not then, nor can I now, 


think of it without ſname; for the more my ſenti- 


ments ſeemed to argue me of a noble origin, the 
greater my confuſion was, to ſee myſelt abandoned by 
thoſe who gave me being. 

© I went to ſerve in the Low-Countries; but the 
peace being concluded ſoon after, and Spain rid of her 
enemies, though not of thoſe who envied her proſ- 


|, perity, I returned to Madrid, where I received freſh 


marks of tenderneſs from the Baron and his lady. 
About two months after my return, a little page came 
into my room one morning, and preſented to me a 
billet, conceived pretty nearly in theſe words— _ 


© T AM neither ugly nor ill-ſhaped; and yet you ſee 
© me frequently at the window, without paying homage 


with your eyes, This behaviour but ill anſwers your 


«© pallant appearance; and piques me ſo much, that I 
© with J could inſpire you with love, to be revenged 
con your indifference,” nd 


© Having read this billet, I did not doubt that it 
came from a widow called Leonora, who lived oppo- 
ſite to our houſe, and had the reputation of being very 
coquettiſh. I interrogated the page, who was on the 
reſerve at firſt; but, in conſideration of a ducat, which 
I flipped into his hand, he ſatisfied my curioſity; and 
even undertook to carry an anſwer, by which J informs 
ed his miſtreſs, that I acknowledged my crime, and was 
already ſenſible of her being more than half revenged. 


I I was not at all inſenſible of this kind of conqueſt : 


J kept the houle all that day, and took great care to 
be always at the window, that I might obſerve the 
lady, who did not forget to ſhew herſelf at her's. I 
made love to her in dumb ſhew ; ſhe anſwered my ſig- 
nals, and next morning let me know by her page, that 
if I would be in the ſtreet betwixt eleven and twelve at 


night, I might converle with her at a parlour-window, 
Though 1 did not find myſelf very much in love with 
i 1 : 


fon in Madrid, and effectually believed myſelf to be 
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32 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 
fuch a forward widow, I did not fail to return a very 
pathonate anſwer, and to wait for night with as much 
_ impatience as if I had been violent imitten. In the 
evening, I went out to walk in the Prado til] the hour 
of aſſignation; and was no fooner arrived at that place, 
than a man, mounted on a fine horſe, alighted hard 
by me, and accoſting me haſtily, ſaid, © Are not you 
the ſon of Baron Steinbach?“ When I replied in the 
affirmative, „ Yau are the perſon,” ſaid he, “* who 
intends to converſe with Leonora at her window. Her 
page has ſhewn me her letters, ard your anſwers; and 
I have followed you this evenivg, from your own 
Houſe hither, to let you know that you have a rival, 
whoſe pride is very much mortified in being obliged 
to diſpute a heart with {uch a one as you. I believe [ 
need {ay nu more; we are now in a private place. Let 
us draw, therefore; unleſs, to avoid the chaſtiſement 
I prepare fur you, you will promiſe to break off all 
correſpondence with Leonora. You mult either ſa- 
crifice to me the hopes you have conceived, or forfeit 
your lite immediately.“ “ You ought then,” faid I 
to him, * to have requeſted, not demanded, that ſa- 
crifice. I might, perhaps, have granted it to your in- 
treaty, but 1 ul it to your threats.“ 
It is very well ;“ he replied, after having tied his 
horſe to a tree; draw then! It does not become a 
perſon of my quality to ſtoop fo low as to intreat a man 
of your ſtation ; moſt people of my rank, in the ſame 
caſe, would have revenged themſelves in a leſs honour. 
able way.“ I was ſhocked with thele laſt words; 
and ſeeing his ſword already unſheathed, drew mine 
alſo. We attacked one another with ſuch fury, that 
the combat did not laſt long: whether he ated with 
too much heat, or I had more 1kill, I know not; but 
I gave him a mortal thruſt, upon which I ſaw him 
ſtagger and fall. Whereupon, attending to my own 
ſafery only, I mounted his horſe, and took the road 
to Toledo. I durſt not return to the Baron's houſe, 
being well aſſured that my adventure would very much 
—_ him; and when I 1 — the danger | in wich 


ing; but towards noon, was obliged to halt, in order 


day, which grew inſupportable. I tarried, therefore, 
in a village till ſun- ſet, after which I continued my 


could to the door of a ſummer- houſe, ſituated at the 


aſcribed to the negligence of ſervants; and alighting, 
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I was, I thought I could not get out of Madrid too ſoon. 

© In the midſt of the moſt melancholy reflections I 
rode the remaining part of the night, and all the morn. 


to give my horſe ſome reſt, and avoid the heat of the 


journey, reſolving to make but one ſtage to Toledo. 
I had got two leagues beyond Illeſcas, when, towards 
midnight, I was ſurprized in the middle of a held, 
with juſt ſuch another ſtorm as fell to-day ; vpon 
which I drew near the wall of a garden that I perceived 
at the diſtance of a few paces ; and not finding a more 
convenient ſhelter, ſtood with my horſe as cloſe as I 


end of the wall, over which there was a balcony. As 
J leaned againſt the door, I perceived it open, which I 
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leſs out of curioſity than for the ſake of being better 
ſcreened from the rain, which did not ceaſe to incom- 
mode me while I remained under the balcony, I entered 
the ground floor of the ſummer-houſe, with my horſe, 
which J led by the bridle. | | 
© I employed myſelf during the tempeſt, in obſerv- 
ing the place; and though I could diſtinguiſh nothing 
but by the lightning that flaſhed around, it was ealy 
to perceive, that the houſe could not belong to a vulgar 
owner. I expected ſtill that the rain would ceaſe, in- 
tending to proceed on my journey; but a great light 
that I obſerved at a diſtance, made me change my re- 
folution, Leaving my horſe in the ſummer- houſe, the 
door of which I, took care to ſecure, I advanced to- 
wards the light, perſuaded that there was ſtill ſome- 
body in the houſe not yet gone to bed, and reſolved 
to requeſt lodging for that night. Having croſſed 
feveral walks, I arrived at a ſaloon, the door of which 
I found open alſo: I entered it, and when I had ob- 
ſerved all the magnificence of the place, by the light 
of a fine cryſtal branch, I no longer doubted that I 
was in the houſe of ſome rich nobleman, The pave- 
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4 ADVENTURES OP GIL BLAS. | 
ment was of marble: the wainſcot very handſome, 
and curiouſly gilt; the cornices of admirable work. 
manſhip ; and the ceiling painted by the moſt {kilful 
maſters: but what J took particular notice of, was an 
infinite number of buſts of Spaniſh heroes, ſupported 
on pedeſtals of jaſper, all around the ſaloon. I had 
leiſure enough to conſider all thele things; tor although 
Iliſtened attentively from time to time, 1 neither heard 
the leaſt noiſe, nor ſaw a living creature appear.“ 
© 'There being on one fide of the ſaloon a door un- 
_ bolted, I half-opened it, and perceived a range of 
rooms, the laſt of which only was lighted, “ What 
ſhall I do,” ſaid I to mvſclf; „hall I raturn, or 
boldly penetrate to that room ?** I concluded that the 
moſt judicious ſtep would be, to return as I came. But 
I could not refilt my curioſity, or rather the force of 
deſtiny that dragged me along: I advanced from one 
room to another, until I arrived at that in which was 
the light; that is, a taper burning on a marble table, 
in a ſilver candleftick gilt. I at firſt obſerved very 
handſome and gay ſummer furniture; but in a little 
time caſting my eyes upon a bed, the curtains of which 
were halt drawn, on- account of the heat, I ſaw an 
object that attracted my whole attention. This was 
a young lady, who, notwithftanding the noiſe of the 
thunder, lay in a profound fleep. I appr.ached her 
ſoftly, and, by the light of the taper, diicovered a 
complexion and features that quite dazzled me. My 
heart took the alarm at the fight! I felt my foul ſmit- 
ten and tranſported ! But whatever emotions agitated 
my breaſt, the opinion I had of her high rank, hindered 
me from entertaining the leaſt raſh thought, and reipect 
prevailed over inciination, ? 
While I glutted myſelf with the pleaſure of con- 
templating her beauty, the awoke z and you may guels 
what was her ſurprize, when ſhe ſaw a man, whom 
ſhe did not know, in her bed-chamber at midnight. 
She trembled when ſhe perceived me, and ſhrieked 
aloud; while I endeavoured to remove. her tear, by 
kneeling before her, and ſaying, Madam, be not 
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afraid; I come not hither to do you the leaſt injury.“ 


I was going on, but her conſternation was ſuch, that 
{ ſhe did not hear me She called her woman ſeveral 
times; but nobody anſwering, ſhe put on a thin night 
gown which lay at the bed's feet, got up haſtily, and 
went into the rooms that I had croſſed, ſtil calling her 
maids, and a younger filter who lived under her care. 


I expected to lee all her ſervants appear; and had reaſon 
to apprehend that, without being heard, I ſhould meet 


with very diſagreeable treatment; but, luckily tor me, 
ſhe called to no purpole; nobody came but an old do- 
meſtic, who could not have given her much aſſiſtance, 
had ſhe had any thing to fear. Nevertheleſs, growing 
more reſolute by his preſence, ſhe aſked, with a haughty 
air, who I was, and how, and for what reaſon, I had 
the boldnels to enter her houſe. I then began to juſ- 
| tify myſelf; and had no ſooner told her that I had 
found the door of the ſummer-houſe open, than ſhe 
? exclaimed, ** Juſt Heaven! what do I prefage!””? 


So ſay ing, the ſeized the light, and fearching all the 


rooms, one after another, could fee neither her maids 
nor her ſiſter, but even obſerved that they had carried 
off all their baggage. Her ſuſpicions appearing now 


but too plain, the returned to me, and laid, with a 


great deal of emotion, ** Perfidious wretch! add not 


diſimulation to treachery. It was not chance that 


brought thee here. Thou art one of the followers of 
Don Fernando de Leyva, and an aſſociate in his crime: 


but do not think to eſcape: I have ftill people enough 
fo ſecure thee !?? Madam,” an{wered 1, „“ do not con- 
found me with your enemies. I know no ſuch perſon 
as Don Fernando de Leyva, and am even 1znorant of 


your name and quality, Iam an unfortunate, man, 


whom an affair of honour hath obliged to leave Ma- 
drid; and I ſwear by all that is ſacred, I would not 


bave entered your houſe, had it not been for the ſtorm 


that ſurprized me! Judge, therefore more favourably 
of me; and, inſtead of believing me an accomplice in 
the outrage you have ſuffered, think me rather diſ- 
poked to revenge it.“ Theſe laſt words, and the tone 
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36 ADVENTURES OF GIL BIAS. 
with which they were pronounced, appeaſed the lady, 
who ſeemed to look upon me no longer as her enemy : 
but if her indignation vaniſhed, it was only to make 
room for her grief. She wept bitterly; I was melted 
by her tears, and no leſs afllicted than ſhe, although 
I did not know the cauſe of her ſorrow. I not only wept 
with her; but, impatient to revenge her wrongs, was 
ſeized with a tranſport of fury. Madam,” cried I, 
« what injury have you received? Speak; I eſpoule 
your reſentment. Shall I purſue Don Fernando, and 
ſtab him to the heart? Name all thoſe whom you would 
have ſacrificed. Command my ſervice. Whatever dang- 
ers, whatever misfortunes may be attached to your ven- 
geance, that ſtranger whom you thought confederate 
evith your enemies, will tempt them all for your fake !*? 
This tranſport ſurprized the lady, and ſtopped the 
courſe of her tears. Ah, Sir!”* ſaid ſhe, “ pardon 
my ſuſpicion, on account of the cruel fituation in 
which I am. Theſe generous ſentiments have un- 
deceived Seraphina, and even freed me from the ſhame 
of ſeeing a ſtranger witneſs to the affront put upon my 
family. Yes, generous unknown ! I acknowledge my 
error: and am far from rejecting your aſſiſtance ; but 
I aſk not the death of Don Fernando.” „ Well, 
Madam, I replied, „what ſervices can you expect 
of me? Sir,“ anſwered Seraphina, „the cauſe of 
my complaint is this: Don Fernando de Leyva is in 
love with my ſiſter Julia, whom he ſaw by accident at 
Toledo, where we uſually live. Three months ago, 
he aſked her in marriage of the Count de Polan, my 
father, who refuled his conient, on account of an old 
enmity ſubſiſting between our families. My ſiſter, not 
yet fifteen years of age, mult have been weak enough 
to follow the advice of my women, whom Don Fer- 
nando has, doubtleſs, bribed to his intereſt; and he, 
informed of our being by ourſelves in this country 
houſe, has taken the opportunity of carrying her off. 
I want, therefore, to know what retreat he has cho- 
ſen for her, that my father and brother, who have been 
at Madrid theſe two months, may take their meaſures 
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accordingly. In the name of God!“ added ſhe, ©* give 


yourſelf the trouble of traverſing the neighbourhood 
of Toledo, and of making an exa& enquiry about the 
raviſher z my family will be eternally indebted to you 
for the favour.” | 7 

© The lady did not conſider that the employment 


which ſhe preſcribed for me but ill agreed with the cir- 


cumſtances of a man who could not get out of Caſ- 
tile too ſoon. But how was it poſſible for her to 
make this reflection, which did not even occur to me! 
Charmed with the happineſs of finding myſelf neceſ- 


ſary to /the moſt amiable perſon in the world, I ac- 


cepted the commiſſion with a tranſport of joy, and pro- 
miſed to acquit myſelf with equal diligence and zeal. 
In effect, I did not wait for day, in order to go and 
accompliſh my promiſe z3 but quitted Seraphina on the 
inſtant, conjuring her to pardon me for the fright I 
had occalioned her, and aſſuring her, that ſhe ſhould 
hear news of me in a very little time. I went out as I 
had come in, but ſo much engroſſed by the lady, that 
it was not difficult for me to perceive I was already 
captivated by her beauty. I was the more confirmed 
in this by the eagerneſs I felt in ſerving her, and the 
amorous chimeras which my imagination produced, 
I fancied that Seraphina, although poſſeſſed by her ſor- 
row, had obſerved my growing paſſion, and beheld it 
perhaps not without ſome pleaſure : I even imagined, 
that if I could bring her any news of her ſiſter, and 
the affair ſhould turn out according to her with, the 
whole would redound to my honour.” | 

Don Alphonſo, interrupting the thread of his ſtory, 
in this place, faid to the old hermit, I beg pardon 
father, if, too full of my paſſion, I enlarge upon cir- 


cumſtances which are doubtleſs tedious to you.“ No, 


my ſon,” replied the anchoritez they are far fiom 
being tedious : I am pleaſed to know how far you are 
imitten by this young lady of whom you talk, that I 
may regulate my advice accordingly. | 

My imagination heated by theſe flattering ideas, 
reſumed the young man, * I ſearched two days for 
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8 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, 
Julia's ravither: but it was to no purpole for me to 
make all imaginary. enquiry : I could not diſcover the 
lealt traces of him. Very much mortified at having 
reaped no fruit from my relearches, I returned to Se- 
raphina, whom I expected to find in the utmoit anxiety 
but ſhe was much more tranquil than I imagined, and 
informed me that the had been more lucky than I; 
that ſhe knew what was become of her filter, having 
received a letter from Don Fernando himſelf, import- 
ing, that being privately married to Julia, he had 
placed her in a convent at Toledo. © I have ſent his 
letter to my father,“ added Seraphina. © hope the 
affair will terminate in an amicable manner, and that 
a ſolemn marriage will, in a ſhott time, extinguiſh the 
hatred which has ſo long divided our families.“ 
When the lady had made me acquainted with her ſiſ- 
ter's fate, ſhe made an apology for the trouble ſhs had 
given nie, and the d danger to which ſhe might have im- 
prudently expoſed me, by engaging me to purſue a ra- 
viſher, without remembering that I had told her I was 
obliged to fly on account of an affair of honour; ſhe 
excuted herſelf, therefore, in the moſt obliging terms; 
and, as I had need of reſt, carried me into the ſaloon, 
where we {at down together. She wore a looſe gown 
of white taffety, with black ſtripes, and a little hat of 
the ſame ſtuff with a black plume of feathers, which 
made me gueſs that the was a widow; though ſhe ap- 
peared to young, that I did not know what to think of 
her condition, 

If Llonged for an explanation on this head, ſhe was 
no leſs deſirous of knowing who I was; and accord- 
ingly begged that I would tell her my name, not 
doubting (as the ſaid) that by my noble air, and (till 
more, the generous pity that made me enter ſo warmly 
into her intereſts, I belonged to ſome conſiderable 
family. The queſtion embarraſſed me not a little; I 
bluſhed z was confounded; and own, that being leſs 
aſhamed to lie than to tell the truth, I anſwered 1 was 
the ſon of the Baron de Steinbach, an officer of the 
German guards. Tell me, likewiſe, replied the 
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| ADVENTURES OF GIL BL AS, 39 
lady, “ for what reaſon you quitted Madrid? I offer 
you, beforehand, all the credit of my father, as well 
as of my brother Don Gaſpard ; that is the leaſt mark 
of gratitude I can ſhew'to a gentleman who neglected 
the care of his own lite to ſerve me.“ I made no dif- 
ficulty of recounting to her all the circumſtances of my 
duel; up. n which ſhe blamed the gentleman whom I 
had ſlain, and promiſed to intereſt her whole family in 
my favour." 

© When I had ſarisfied her curioſity, I begged her to 
gratify mine: and aſked her whether her faith was 
tree or plighted. Three years ago, ſhe replied, - 
my father obliged me to marry Don Diego de Lara, 
and I have been a widow fifteen months.“ © Ma- 
dam, faid I, „what misfortune has deprived you of 
your huſband fo ſoon?" „I will tell you, Sir,“ re- 
ſumed the lady, © in return for the confidence you 


have repoled in me.” 


Don Diego de Lara was a very genteel cavalier, 
who entertained the moſt violent paſſion for me; and 
in order to pleaſe me, put in practice, every day, all 
that the molt tender and paſſionate lover could invent, 
to make himſelf a:reeable to the object of his flame; 
but though he pcſſefſed a thouſand. good qualities, he 
could never touch my heart. Love is not always the 
effect of aſſiduities and diſtinguiſned merit. Alas!“ 
added ſlie, © an utter ſtranger often enchants us at firſt 
fight. Well, it was not in my power to love him: 
more confounded than charmed with the tokens of his 
tenderneſs, to which I was forced to make returns 
without inclination, though I in lecret taxed myſelf 
with ingratitude, I likewiſe found my own ſituation 
very unhappy. Unluckily for him, as well as me, his 
delicacy was ſtill greater than his love. He diſcovered 


in my actions and diſcourſe the moit ſecret emotions of 


my breaſt, aud dived to the very bottom of my ſoul, 
He complained inceſſantly of my indifference, and 
deemed hiniſelf the more unhappy in being unable to 
pleaic me, becauſe he well knew that there was nv 
rival in the way; tor I was ſcarce ſixteen years old; 
D 2 | | | 


40 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS., 
and before he offered me his hand, he had gained ever 
all my women, who aſſured him that no man had as 
yet attracted my regard. Yes, Seraphina, he would 
often ſay, I wiſh you had been prepoſſeſſed in favour of 
another, and that alone were the cauſe of your indiffer- 
ence to me; my aſſiduities, and your own virtue, would 
triumph over that prejudice ; but I deſpair of making 
a conqueſt of your heart, ſince it remains untouched by 
all the love I have ſhewn.”* Tired with hearing him 
repeat the ſame diſcourſe, I told him, that, inſtead of 
_ troubling his repoſe and mine, by too much delicacy, 
he would do well to leave his grievances to time. And 
truly one of my age was not capable of reliſhing the 
refinements of ſuch a delicate paſſion; ſo that Don 
Diego ought to have taken my advice; but ſeeing a 
Whole year elapſed without his being farther advanced 
than the firſt day, he loft his patience, or rather his 
reaſon; and pretending to have an affair of conſequence 
at court, departed to ſerve as a volunteer in the Low 
Countries, where he ſoon found in battle, that which 
| _ went to ſeek: I mean the end of his torments and 
Herts” 09 . 
After the lady had favoured me with this relation, 
the ſingular character of her huſband became the ſub- 
ject of her diſcourſe; in which we were interrupted by 
the arrival of a courier, who delivered to Seraphina a 
letter from the Count de Polan. She aſked my per- 
miſſion to read it; and I obſerved, that while ſhe 
peruſed it, ſhe grew pale and trembled. After having 
read it, ſhe lifted up her eyes to heaven, heaved a pro- 
found ſigh, and her face was in a moment covered 
with tears, I could not hehold her grief with tran- 
quillity. I was greatly diſturbed; and, as if I had 
preſaged the cruel ſtroke I was to ſuffer, felt myſelt 
chilled with a mortal fear. Madam,” ſaid I, with 
a faltering voice, “may I aſk what are the fatal 
contents of that letter?“ 4 There, Sir, replied Sera- 
phina in a melancholy manner, giving me the paper; 
6 read yourſelf what my father writes. Alas! you 
are but too much concerned.“ | We | 
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ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 41 
I was contounded at her words: and trembling 
while I took the letter, read— | 
«© YOUR brother Don Gaſpard fought yeſterday in 
&« the Prado “, where he received a mortal thruſt, of 
„ which he died this day; having declared in his laſt 
«© moments, that the perſon who killed him is the ton 
«& of Baron de Steinbach, an officer of the German 
« guards. What adds to the misfortune is, that the 
6 murderer has eſcaped me by flight: but whereloever 
he conceals himſelf, I ſhall (pare no pains to find him 
©« out ; for which purpole I will write to fome gover- 
© nors, who will not fail to apprehend him, if he paſſes 
de through the towns ct their juriſdiction ; and by let- 
6 ters directed to other people, I will caule all the 
roads to be blocked up. x 5 
« The CounT de POLAN.” 
© You may ealily conceive how all my faculties were 
diſordered by this billet. I remained for ſome mo- 
ments without mution or power of ſpeech; and even. 
in the midlt of this depreſſion, perceiving what a fatal 
obitruction the death of Don Galpard would be to my 
love, was ſeized with the moſt violent deſpair! I threw 
myielf at the feet of Seraphina, and preſenting my 
naked ſword, „Madam,“ faid I, “ ſpare the Count 
de Polan the trouble of finding out a man, who might 
conceal himſelf from his reſentment. Revenge your 
brother, by ſacrificing his murderer with your own 
hand, Strike, Madam! and let the ſword that de- 
prived him of life, become fatal to his unfortunate 
adverſary.” „ Sir,“ replied Seraphina, affected with 
my behaviour, I loveti Don Gaſpard; therefore, al- 
though you killed him honourably, and he brought 
his misfortune upon himſelf, you may be aſſured I en- 
ter into the reſentment of my father. Yes, Don Al- 
phonſo! I am your enemy, and will act againſt you 


every thing that the ties of blood and friendſhip can 
require; but J will not take the advantage of your bad 


fortune, which has put you in my Power. The ſame 
honour that arms me againſt you, hinders me from 
# The public walk at Madrid, as the Park is at London. 
D 3 
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taking a haſe revenge. The rights of hoſpitality 


ought to be inviolable, and therefore I will not repay 
the ſervice you have done me, with the conduct of an 
aſſaſſin. Fly, then! elude, if you can, our purſuit, 
and the rigour of the laws, and ſave your life from the 
danger that threatens it!“ | 

% How, Madam!” I replied, „when you can re- 
venge yourſelf, do you leave it to the laws, which 
may perhaps baftilk your reſentment? Ah! rather 


pierce the heart of a miſerable wretch, who does not 


deſerve your forbearance! No,» Madam ; do not ho- 
nour me with ſuch a noble and generous proceeding. 
You know not who I am; though I paſs in Madrid 
for the ſon of the Baron de Steinbach, I am no other 


than an unfortunate foundling, whom he has brought 


up out of pure compaſſion ; I do not even know the 
author of my being. No matter, ſaid Seraphina; 


interrupting me with precipitation, as if my laſt words 


had given her new pain; „were you the loweſt of 


mankind, I will do what honour preſcribes.“ „Well, 


Madam,” faid I, “ fince the death of a brother can- 


not provoke you to ſhed my blood, I will incenſe you 


by a new crime; the audacity of which, I hope, you 
will not excuſe. I adore you. I could not behold 
your charms without being dazzled with them ; and, in 
{pite of the obſcurity of my fate, had entertained the 
hope of making you mine for ever. I was ſo much 
in love, or rather ſo vain, as to flatter myſelf that 
Heaven, which perhaps favours me by keeping my 


origin concealed, would diſcloſe it to me one day, 


when I ſhould be able to tell you my name without a 
bluſh. After this confeſſion, which injures you ſo 
much, do you ſtill heſitate in puniſhing me?“ „ This 
raſh declaration,“ replied the lady, © would doubtleſs 


_ offend me at another tima; but I pardon it, in conſi- 


deration of your preſent agitation z beſides my own 
anxiety will not permit me to attend to fuch diſcourſe. 
Once more, Don Alphonſo,” added ſhe, ſhedding 
{ome tears, „leave this place; fly from a houſe you 
have filled with ſorrow z for every moment you ſtay 
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ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 

increaſes my affliction !** Madam, I will no longer 
reſiſt, ſaid I, riſing; „ I muſt baniſh myſelf from 
you: but think not that, ſtudious of preſerving a life 
which is odious to you, I will go and ſeek an aſylum 
where I can be ſecure. No, no! I devote myſelf to 
your reſentment, I will go to Toledo; wait with 
impatience for the fate of your decreez and, expoſing 
myſelf to your purſuit, advance willingly toward the 
end of my misfortunes,” 98 | 

© &o ſaying, I withdrew: my horſe was brought 
out for me, and I repaired to Toledo, where I ſtaid a 
whole week; and truly, was at ſo little pains to con- 
ceal myfelf, that I don't know how I eſcaped being 
taken; for I cannot believe that the Count de Polan, 
whoſe chief care was to ſhut up ail the paſſages againſt 
me, would imagine that I could not paſs through To- 
ledo. In fine, I yeſterday left that city, where I ſeemed 
to be tired of liberty ; and without keeping any certain 
road, am come to this hermitage, like a man who has 
nothing to fear. You ſee, father, what engrofles my 
thoughts. And I crave the aſſiſtance of your advice.“ 

| CHAP. VI. |. 

The old Hermit diſcovers himſelf, and Gil Blas perceives 
3 that he is among bis Acquaintance. | 
A EPHONSO having ended the melancholy narration 

of his misfortunes, the old hermit ſaid to him, 
© Son, you have been very imprudent in ſtaying ſo long 
at Toledo. I look upon all you have recounted in a 
light very different from that in which you ſee it; and 
your paſſion for Seraphina is, in my opinion, pure 
madneſs, Believe me, you muſt forget that young 
lady, who cannot poſſibly be yours. Yield, therefore, 
with a good grace, to the obſtacles which ſepaiate you 
from her; and follow your deſtiny, which in all like- 
lihood will be productive of many other adventures. 
You will, queſtionleſs, find ſome other young lady, 
who will make the ſame impreſſion upon your heart, 
and whole brother you have not flain.“ 5 
He was going to add a great many other things, in 
order to induce Don Alphonſo to have patience, when 
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he ſaw another h-rmit, loaded with a wallet well - 


ſtuffed, enter the hermitage. He was come from the 
town of Cuenca, where he had made a very ſucceſsful 
gathering; t-emed younger than his companion, and 
wore a red huſhy beard. Welcome, brother Antonio, 
ſaid tie old anchorite to him . © what news from town ?? 


© Bad enough," anſwered the red haired brother, put- 


ting a letter i his hand; „that billet will inform you.” 
The fenior, having opened and read it with ſuitable 
atiention, cried, „God be pratied! ſince the plot is 
diſcovered, we muſt regulate our conduct accordingly. 
Let us change our ſtyle,“ added he * Signior Don 


 Alph-nio, you ſee a man expoſed, like yourſelf, to the 


cap ice of fortune, I am informed from Cuenca, 


which is a town about a league from this, that ſome- 


body has done me an ill office with juſticez all the 
agents of which are to ſet out to-morrow for this her- 
mitage, in order to ſecure my perſon ; but they ſhan't 
find the hare in the gin. This is not the firſt time that 


1 have been in ſuch dilemmas. Thank God, -I have 


almoſt always extricated myſelf in another ſhape! for 
ſuch as you ſee me, I am neither an old man nor a her- 
mit.” 
So ſxying, he ſtripped himſelf of a long robe which 
he wore, and appeared in a doublet of black ſerge with 
ſlathed ſleeves. Then he pulled off his cap, untied a 
ſtring that ſupported his falſe beard, and ail of a fud- 
den, aſſumed the figure of a man between twenty and 
thirty years of age. Brother Anthony, by his ex- 
ample, quitted his hermit's habit, rid himſelf of his 
red beard in the ſame manner as his companion had 
done, and took out of an old worm-eaten coffer a ſhabby 
ſhort caſſock, with which he cloathed himſelf, But 
ou may gueſs my ſurpriſe, when, in the perſon of the 


old anchorite, I recollected Signior Don Raphael; and 


in that of brother Anthony, my moſt dear and faithful 


' valet, Ambroſe de Lamela. Good God!” cried I im- 


mediately; I find I am among my acquaintance here.“ 
True, Signior Gil Blas,” ſaid Raphael, (ſmiling, “ you 
have found two of your friends when you leaſt expected 
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| ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, 45 
it. I confeſs you have ſome reaſon to complain of us; 
put let us forget what is paſt, and thank Heaven for 
our meeting again. Ambroſe and I make a tender of 
our ſervices; and I can tell you they are not to be de- 
ſpiſed. You muſt not think us the worſt of mankind ; 
we neither aſſault nor aſſaſſinate: we ſeek only to live 
at the expence of our neighbours; and if theft be a 
crime, neceſſity excuſes the injuſtice. Aſſociate with 
us, and lead a rambling lite, which is extremely 
prudence; not, but 
with all our ſagacity, the chain of ſecond cauſes is 
ſometimes ſuch, that we meet with unlucky adven- 
tures. 
reliſh, on that very account. We are hardened againft 
inconſtant weather, and accuſtomed to the viciſſitudes 
of fortune.“ | 3 

Signior Cavalier, added the falſe hermit, ſpeaking 
to Don Alphonſo, © we make the ſame propoſal to you; 
which, conſidering your preſent ſituation, I think you 
ought not to reject; for, not to mention the affair that 


obliges you to conceal yourſelf, you mult certainly be 
in want of money.” 


cannot do better than to join your fortune to ours; 
you ſhall want nothing; and we will baffle all the ſearch 
of your enemies. We know almoſt every inch of 
Spain, having travelled over it; and are acquainted 
with the woods, mountains, and every place proper for 
an aſylum. againſt the brutality of juſtice.” Don Al- 
phonlo thanked them for their good will; and being. 
actually without money or reſource, reſolved to bear 
them company. I came to the ſame determination, 
becauſe I would not leave the young gentleman, for 
whom J felt a growing triendſhip. | 
Having agreed to go all together, we began to deli- 
berate whether we ſhould ſet out that inſtant, or firſt of 
all give ſome aſſaults to a full bottle of excellent wine, 
which brother Anthony, the day before, had brought 
trom Cuenca; but Raphael, as a man of the greateſt 


What then! we enjoy the good with a better 


© Yes, truly,“ ſaid Don Al- 
phonſo; and that, IT own, increaſes my chagrin." 
„Well, then,” replied Raphael, don't leave us: you 
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experience among us, repreſented that, before every 
thing elle, we muſt think of our ſafety, He was of 
Opinion, therefore, that we ſhould march all night, in 
order to gain a very thick wood between Villardeſa 
and Almodarba, in which we ſhould halt, and, being 
perfectly ſecure, ſpend the day in taking our repoſe, 
This advice being approved, the falſe hermits made 
two bundles of their baggage and proviſions, and laid 
them in equilibrio on Don Alphonſo's horſe. This 
was done with great expedition ; after which we quitted 
the hermitage, leaving as a prey to juſtice, the two 
Hermit-robes, with the white and red beards, two pal- 
lets, a table, a rotten cheſt, two old ſtraw-bottomed 
chairs, and the image of St. Pacomo. _ 

We walked all night, and began to fee] ourſelves 
very much fatigued, when at day- break we perceived 
the wood to which we were bound. The ſight of a port 
g lves new vigour to ſailors tired with a long voyage. 
We accordingly took courage, and at laſt arrived at 
the end of our journey before ſun-riſe. Penetrating into 
the thickeſt part of the wood, we ſtopped at a very 
agrecable {put upon a {mall glade, ſurrounded with a 
good many tall o:Ks; the branches of which meeting, 
formed an umbrageons arch, impervious to the heat of 
the day. Here we unbridled the horſe to let him feed, 
(after we had unloaded him) and fitting down toge- 
ther, took out of brother Anthony's wallet ſome large 
pieces of bread, with a good many ſlices of roaſted meat, 
and b-gan to attack them as if for a wager, Neverthe- 
lels, in ſpite of our appetites, we often left off eating 
to enbiuce the bottle, which inceſantly circulated, pa 
ling rom tue claſp of one into the embraces of another, 

Powards ie end of the repaſt, Don Raphael laid to 
Den Alphonſo, * Signior Cavalier, atter the confidence 
you have honoured me with, it is but juſt that J re- 
coun* to you the hiſtory of my life with the ſame f11- 
cerity.* It will give me g1cat pleaſure,“ replied the 
young man. And me in particular,“ cried I; for ! 
have an extreme curioſity to hear your adventures, 
which are doubtleſs well worth our attention.“ That 
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I' anſwer for, replied Raphael; and I intend to com- 


mit them to writing one day. That ſhail be the amuſe- 


ment of my old age; for I am ſtill young, and would 
have the volume enlarged. But at preſent we are fa- 
tigued. Let us refreſh ourſelves with a few hours of 
ſleep: while we three enjoy our reſt, Ambroſe will 
watch againſt all ſurpriſe, and then ſleep in bis turn. 
Though I believe we are very ſafe in this place, it is 
always good to be upon our guard.“ 80 ſaying, he 
ſtretched himſelf upon the gratis, Don Alphonio did 
the ſame, I followed their example, and Lamela ſtood 
ſentry. | 

Don Alphonſo, inſtead of taking ſome repoſe, kept 
himſelf awake with reflecting upon his misfortunes z 
and I could not cloſe an eye. As for Don Raphael, he 
ſoon fell aſleep ; but awaking an hour after, and fleeing 
us diſpoſed to liſten, he ſaid to Lamela, Friend Am- 
broſe, thou mayeſt now tate a comfortable nap,” 
© No, no, repiied Lamela, I have no inclination to 
ſleep; and though IJ am well acquainted with all the 
pallages of your life, they are ſo ipſtructive for people 
of our profeſſion, that I ſhall be very well entertained 
in hearing them recounted once more.“ Den Raphael 
immediately began the hiſtory of his life in theſe terms, 


— 
„ 


CH AP. I. 


The Hiftory of Don Raphael. 
, 1 AM the ſon of an actrefs at Madrid, whofe name 


was Lucinda, famous for her theatrical talents, 


and ſtill more for her gallantry. As for my father, L 
cannot, without preſumption, aſſume any one in parti- 
cular. It is true, I might tell what man of quality 
was in love with my mother when I came into the 
world; but that epocha would by no means be a con- 
vincing proof of his being the author of my birth, 
A woman of my mother's protetfion is fo little to be 
truſted, that even while ſhe appears the moſt attached 
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to one nobleman, ſhe almoſt always ſubſtitutes in his 
place ſome other perſon for his money. 

© There 1s nothing like putting one's ſelf aboye 
ſcandal : Lucinda, inſtead of bringing me up in ob- 
ſcurity at her own houſe, took me by the hand, with- 
out ceremony, and carried me to the theatre in a very 
| honourable manner, without giving herſelf any trouble 

about the diſcourſe that paſſed at her expence, or the 
malicious ſneers that the fight of me never failed to 
excite. In a word, I was her darling, and careſſed by 
all the men that vifited her ſo much, that it looked 
as if Nature pleaded with them in my behalf. 

I was allowed to paſs the twelve firſt years of my 
life in all ſorts of frivolous amuſements : ſcarce was I 
taught to read and write; and ſtill leſs pains were ta- 
ken to initiate me in the principles of my religion; I 
learned only to dance, fing, and play on the guitar. 
This was all I could do, when the Marquis de Le- 
ganez aſked me as a companion to his only ſon, who 
was pretty much of my age. Lucinda willingly com- 
plied with the requeſt, and it was then I began to 
think ſeriouſly, Young Leganez was not farther ad- 
yanced than I: that little nobleman did not ſeem qua- 
| Yified by nature for the ſciences. He hardly knew one 
letter of his alphabet, although he had been under the 
inſtruction of a preceptor fifteen months. His other 
maſters ſucceeded no better: he exhauſted their pa- 
tience. They were not, indeed, permitted to uſe ri— 
gour; but expreſsly ordered to inſtruct, without tor- 
menting him; and that order, joined to his natura 


dulneſs, rendered all their leſſons of little or no effect. 


But the preceptor invented an excellent expedient 
to intimidate the young nobleman, without contra— 
dicting his father's order: he reſolved to flog me when 
His pupil deſerved puniſhment; and he did not fail to 
put his reſolution in practice. Not reliſhing this en- 
pedient, I ran away, and complained to my mother 
of ſuch unjuſt treatment: but, in ſpite of all her ten- 
cerneſs for me, ſhe had ſtrength enough to reſiſt m 
tears; and conſidering that it was a great advantage 
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for her ſon to live with the Marquis de Leganez, ſent 
me back immediately. I was now abandoned to the 
preceptor; who, perceiving that his invention had 
produced a good effect, continued to flog me till, in- 
ſtead of the young nobleman; and, in order to make 
the deeper impreſſion upon him, diſciplined me with 
great ſeverity. I was ſure to pay, every day, for 
young Leganez ; and I may venture to affirm, that he 


did not learn one letter of his alphabet, which did not 


colt me an hundred laſhes. Judge you what his rudi- 
ments ſtood me in. | 

The birch was not the only diſagreeable thing T 
ſuffered in this houſe : as every body knew me, the 
meanett ſervant, even the ſcullions, reproached me 
with my birth, This diſguſted me ſo much, that I 
ran away one day, after having found means to ſeize 
the preceptor's whole ſtock of ready money, which 


might amount to an hundred and fifty ducats. Such 


was the vengeance I took for the ſtripes he had ſo un- 
juſtly beſtowed upon me. I performed this {light of 
hand with admirable dexterity, though 1t was my firſt 
eſſay; and having had the addreſs to baffle the ſearch 
that was made for me during two days, left Madrid, 
and repaired to Toledo without being purſued. 

I was then juſt going into my filteenth year. 
What a pleaſure it was to be independent at that age, 
and entirely maſter of my own actions! I ſoon con- 
trated an acquaintance with young people, who po- 
liſhed me up, and aſſiſted me to ſpend my ducats: I 


allociated with knights of the poſt, who cultivated my 


happy diſpoſition io well, that in a little time I became 


one of the moſt dexterous of the order. At the end 


cf five years, being ſeized with an inclination to tra- 
vel, I quitted my confederates, and beginning my pe- 
regrinations by Eftremadura, went as far as Alcan. 
tara: but before I reached that place, finding an op- 
portunity of exerting my talents, I did not let it 
eſcape, Being a-foot, and moreover Joaded with a 
pretty heavy knaplack, I frequently halted to repoſe 
myſelf under the trees, that offered me their ſhade at 
Vol. II. k 
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To ADVENTURES OF GIL PTTL. 
a little diſtance from the highway. In one of theſe 
reſting- places I found two lads very well dreſſed, talk- 


ing. merrily on the graſs, while they enjoyed the cool- 


nels of the ſhade, I ſaluted them very courteoully, 
and entered into converſation with them, at which 
they did not ſeem diſpleaſed. The eldeſt was not more 


than fifteen, and they ſeemed both to be extremely 


raw. Signior Cavalier,“ ſaid the youngelt to me, 
« we are ſons of two rich citizens of Placentia, who, 
Jonging extremely to ſee the kingdom of Portugal, in 
order to ſatisfy our curioſity, have taken an hundred 


piſtoles each from our parents; and, as we travel on 


foot; hope to go a great way with that ſum. What 


is your opinion of the matter ?* If I had ſo much,” 
I replied, God knows where I ſhould go: I would 
viſit the four corners of the world. What the devil! 


two hundred piſtoles! it is an immenfe ſum, and you 
will never ſee the end of it. If it be agreeable to you, 
gentlemen,” added I, “ I ſhall have the honor of ac- 
company ing you as far as the city of Almeria, where 
J am going to take poſſeſſion of the eſtate of an uncle, 
who has been ſettled in that place twenty years, or 


thereabouts.“ | 


The young citizens aſſured me they would be glad 
of my company. Whereupon, having reſted ourſelves 
a little, we ſet forwards all together towards Alcan- 


tara, where we arrived a good while before night, and 


went to lodge at a good inn. We aſked for a room, 
and were ſhown into one, where there was a preſs with 


a key in it. Having beſpoke ſupper, I propoſed to 
my comrades, that we ſhould go and fee the town, 


while it was getting ready. They accepted the pro- 


poſal; we locked up our knapſacks in the preſs, the 


key of which one of the citizens put in his pocket, 
and going out of the inn, went to view the churches. 
While we were in the cathedral, I pretended, all of a 
ſudden, to have an affair of conſequence in hand, and 
ſaid to my companions, Gentlemen, I have juſt re- 


collected that a perſon of Toledo deſired me to deliver a 
mort meſfage to a merchant who lives near this church, 
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Pray wait for me here, and I will be back in an in- 
ſtant.“ So ſaying, I left them, ran to the inn, flew 
to the cheſt, forced the lock, and rummaging the 
knapſacks of my young cits, found their piſtoles. 
Poor children! I did not leave them fo much as ore 
to pay for their night's lodging. I carried all off, 
quitted the town as faſt as poſſible, and took the road 
to Merida, without giving myſelf any further concern 
about them. _ 8 
That adventure put me in a condition to travel 
agreeably. Though I was young, I found myſelf 
capable of conducting myſelf with prudence z and I 
may ſay, I was pretty old, conſidering my years. 
Having reſolved to buy a mule, I put my reſolution 
in practice at the next village, I even converted my 
knapſack into a portmanteau, and began to aſſume a 


little more of the man of conſequence. On the third 


day I met a man ſinging veſpers, as lond as he could 
roar, on the highway. - Judging, by his appearance, 
that he was a chanter, I accoſted him with courage. 


“ Signior Bachelor, you ſing purely; your heart goes 


with your profeſſion, I ſee.” „Sir,“ anſwered he, 
« I am a chanter, at your ſervice, and amule myſelf 
with clearing my pipes, as you hear.“ 5 
In this manner we entered into converfation, and T 
perceived that I had got m company with a moſt witty 
and agreeable fellow, about four or five and twenty 
years old. As he travelled on foot, I made my male 
walk ſlowly, that T might have che pleaſure of con- 
verſing with him; and, among other things, the diſ- 
courſe turned on Toledo. 1 know that city per- 
fectly well,“ faid the chanter, “ having lived a good 
while in it, and I believe, have fome friends there.“ 
„ In what place,” anſwered J, interrupting him, 


& did you live at Toledo?” He replied, © In the 


New Street, I lived with Don Vincenc de Buena 
Garra, Don Matthias de Cordel, and two or three 
more gentlemen of honour ; we lodged, eat, and paſſed 
our time agiteably together.“ Theſe words ſurpriſed 
me; for it muſt be obſerved, that thoſe gentlemen, 
E 2 
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whoſe names he mentioned, were the very ſharpers with 
whom I had kept company at Toledo. „ Signior 
Chanter," cried I, “ thoſe gentlemen, whom you have 
named, are of my acquaintance, and | lived with them 
in the New Street.“ „I underſtand you, he replied 
ſmiling; “' that is to ſay, you entered into the com- 
pany fince I left it three years ago. © I have,” faid 
I, & quitted thele gentlemen, becauſe I was ſeized 
with an inclination to travel. I intend to make the 
tour of Spain; knowing that I ſhall improve by ex- 
perience.”” © Without doubt,” he replied; „ one 
mult travel before one can have a finiſhed education: 
it was for this reaſon that I left Toledo, where I lived 
very agreeably. I thank heaven,“ added he, for 
having met, when I leaſt expected it, a knight of my 
own order. Let us join, travel together, and make 
attempts on our neighbour's purſe, and lay hold of 
every occaſion that preſents itſelf of exerting our 


ſkill.” 


good grace, that I accepted it. He won my confidence 


all of a ſudden, by beſtowing his upon me, and we 


unboſomed ourſelves to one another. I recounted my 
hiſtory to him, and he made no myſtery of his ad ven- 
tures to me; letting me know, that he was juſt come 
from Portalegro, whence an unſucceſsful trick had 
obliged him to eſcape with precipitation in the dreſs 
he now wore. After he had communicated to me the 
whole affair, we reſolved to go to Merida together, 
in order to try our fortune, by ſtriking ſome lucky 
ſtroke, if poſſible, and then immediately decamping to 


remove elſewhere. From that moment our ſtock be- 
came common betwixt us: indeed, Moralez (fo my 


companion was called) was not in a very brilliant ſitu- 
ation. His whole fortune conſiſted of five or ſix du- 
cats, with ſome baggage that he carried in a wallet : 
but, if I was richer than he in ready money, he, on 
the other hand, was more conſummate than I in the 
art of deceiving mankind. ES. 


We mounted my mule by turns, and in this man- 


He made this propoſal ſo frankly, and with ſuch a 
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ner arriving at Merida, balted at an inn in the ſu- 
burbs, where my comrade took out of his wallet a 
dreſs, in which he was no ſooner clothed, than we went 
to take a turn through the town, reconnoitre the 
ground, and look for an opportunity of going to work. 
We conſidered every object that preſented itſelf with 
great attention, and, as Homer would have ſaid, re- 
ſembled two kites, that caſt their eyes abroad to look 
for birds on which to prey. In ſhort, we waited in 
hopes that chance would afford an occaſion on which 
we might employ our induſtry, when we perceived in 
the ſtreet an old grey-haired gentleman fighting againſt 
three men, who puſhed hard at him. I was ſhocked at 
the inequality of the combat, and, as I am naturally 
a tilter, flew to the aſſiſtance of the old man. Moralez 
followed my example; we attacked the gentleman's 
three enemies, and obliged them to ſcek their ſafety 
in flight. | | | 
The ſenior was very thankful. “ We are very 
glad, ſaid I to him, „ that we happened to be here 
lo ſeaſonably, to give you aſſiſtance: but let us know, 


at leaſt, who we have had the good fortune to ſerve; 


and pray tell us for what reaſon thoſe three men would 
have aſſaſſinated you.“ 
& I am too much obliged to you to refuſe the ſatis- 
faction you deſire. My name is Jerome de Moyadas, 
and 1 live on my fortune in this city. One of thoſe 
aſſaſſins, from whom you have delivered me, made 


love to my daughter, aſked her of me in marriage 


ſome days ago, and, as he could not obtain my con- 
ſent, attacked me {word in hand, in order to be re- 
venged.”” „ And may one alk,” I replied, © your 
reaſon for refuſing your conſent to that gentleman ?*? 
« will tell you, laid he, © J had a brother, a 


merchant in this city, whoſe name was Auguſtin: two 
months ago he was at Calatrava, and lodged at the 
houſe of Juan Velez de Menbrilla, his corre{pondenr, 
with whom he was ſo intimate, that, in order to 
ſtrengthen their friendſhip ſtill more, he promiſed my 

marriage to his fon, not 
E 3 | 


only daughter Florentina in 


„Gentlemen,“ he replied, 
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W 
doubting that he had credit enough with me to per- 


form his promiſe. Accordingly my brother, upon his 
return to Merida, no ſooner mentioned the affair, than 
T, out of love to him, conſented to the marriage. He 
then ſent Florentina's picture to Calatrava; but, alas! 
had not the ſatisfaction of finiſhing the work: for he 
died three weeks ago, conjuring me on his death-bed, 
to diſpoſe of my daughter to none but his correſpon- 
dent's ſon. This J promiſed, and on this account 
refuſed Florentina to the gentleman who aſſaulted me, 
although he is a very advantageous match, 
flave to my word, and every moment expect the ſon of 
Juan Velez de Menbrilla, on whom T will beſtow my 
daughter in marriage, though I never ſaw either him 
or his father, I beg pardon, continued Jerome de 
Moyadas, “ for troubling you with this oration ; but 
you vourſelf exacted it of me.” 

L liſtened to him with great attention, and lein 
upon a trick that ſtruck me in the head of a ſudden, 
affected great aſtoniſhment, lifted up my eyes to hea- 
ven, and turning towards the old man, ſaid, in a 
Pathetic tone, © Ah, Signior Moyadas ! is it poſſible 
that, on my arrival at Merida, I ſhould be ſo happy 
as to ſave my father-in-law !”* The old citizen was 
ſtrangely ſurpriſed at theſe words, as well as Moralez, 
who ſhowed, by his countenance, what a great rogue 


he took me to be. What do I hear ?** replied the ' 
ſenior. “ How! are you the ſon of my brother's cor- 


reſpondent ?*” „Ves, Signior Jerome de Moyadas,”” 
anſwered I, with an audacious countenance, while J 


threw my arms about his neck, “ I am that happy 


mortal for whom the adorable Florentina 1s deſtined. 

But, before I expreſs my joy at entering into your fa- 
mily, allow me to ſhed into your boſom the tears which 
the remembrance of your brother Auguſtin renews! I 
ſhould be the moſt ungrateful of all mankind, if I 
was not ſenſibly touched with the death of a perſon to 
whom I owe all the happineſs of my life!“ So ſay- 
ing, I again embraced honeſt Jerome, and covered my 
eyes with my hand, on pretence of wiping away my 
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tears. Moralez, who, in a twinkling, perceived the 
advantage we might reap from a trick of this kind, 
did not fail to tecond the impoſture, and paſſing for 
my valet, even topped me in the ſorrow I had mani- 
felted for the death of Signior Auguſtin, “ Signior 
Jerome,“ cried he, © what a lols you have ſuffered in 
your brother's death! He was ſuch an honeſt man! 
the very phoenix of commerce! a diſintereſted merchant! 
a merchant of integrity ! there are few of his fellows 
to be met with.“ | 
We had to do with a fimple and credulous man, 
who, ſ» far from ſuſpecting the cheat, was himſelt an 
aſſiſtant in it.“ And why,” faid he, „did not you 
come ftraight to my houſe? You ſhould not have 
gone to lodge at an inn; conſidering the terms on 
which we are, no ceremony ought to have been ob- 
ſerved.” Sir,“ anſwered Moralez, taking upon 
him to ſpeak for me, ** my maſter is, I grant you, a 
little ceremonious: not but that he is excuſable in 
ſome ſhape, in being unwilling to appear before you 
in his preſent ſituation ; for we have been robbed in 
our journey hither, and Joſt all our baggage.” «The 
young man,” ſaid I, interrupting him, “ tells you 
nothing but the truth, Signior de Moyadas, This 
misfortune did not permit me to come to your houſe ; 
I durit not preſent my ſelf in this garb before the eyes 
of a miſtreſs who has not as yet ſeen me; and, for 
that reaſon, I waited the return of a valet, whom I 
have ſent to Calatrava,'” © This accident,“ replied 
the old man, „ ought not to have hindered you from 
coming to ſtay at my houſe, where 1 intend you ſhall 
immediately take up your lodging.”? | | 
So ſaying, he carried me home with him; and, by 
the way, we talked of the pretended robbery that I 
had ſuffered, when I aſſured him, that what gave me 
the greateſt concern, was my having loft, with my 
baggage, the picture of Florentina. Whereupon the 
citizen obſerved with a ſmile, that I might conſole 
mylelf for that loſs the more eaſily, as the original 
was better than the copy, In effect, as ſoon as we 
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86 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, 
came to his houſe, he called his daughter, who was 
not above ſixieen years of age, and might have been 


counted an accompliſhed young lady; laying to me, 


% You ſee the object which my late brother promiſed 
to you.. Ah, Signior!”* cried I, with a paſſion- 
ate air, * you have no occaſion to tell me that this is 
the amiable Florentina! Theſe charming features are 
engraved on my memory, and ſtill more upon my 


heart. If the pifture which I loſt, and which was 


only a flight ſketch of ſuch perſect ion, could inflame 
me with the moſt ardent paſſion, judge how E mult be 
tranſported at this moment !*” * You flatter me too 
much,“ {aid Florentina ; „for I am not vain enough 
to imagine that my yualifications juſtify your dit— 
courſe. Go on with your compliments,” ſaid the 
tather. At the ſame time he leſt me alone with his 
daughter, and taking Moralez aſide, „“ Friend,“ ſaid 
he to him, & you have loſt all your baggage, then, 
and, without doubt, your money too.“ „Ves, Sir,“ 
aniwered my comrade : “a great number of banditti 
poured upon us, near Caſti! Blazo, and left us nc- 
thing but the clothes on our backs: but we ſhall, in 
a very ſhort time, receive bills ef exchange, which 
will ſet ali things to rights again.“ DIE 
„But, until thoſe bills arrive,“ replied the old 
man, taking a purſe out of his pocket, “ here are an 
hundred piſtoles at your ſervice.“ O, Sir !*” ſaid 


 Nieralez, „my maſter would not accept them for the 
world. I find you do not know him. Zocks! he 18 


a man of great delicacy on theſe occaſions. He is none 
ot thoſe faſhionable youngſters, who are apt to tak 

up from every body. He does not love to be in debt, 
and would rather beg his bread than borrow one far— 
thing. „80 much the better,“ {aid the honeit ci- 
tizen; J eſteem him the more on that account: I 
cannot hear to fee young men contract debts, I par- 
don it, indeed, in people of quality, becauſe it is a 
privilege they have poſiefſed a long time. I will not,” 
continued he, „ affront thy maſter ; and fince it will 
only give him pain to offer him money, we mult lay 
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ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 37 
no more about it.“ With theſe words, he was going 
to put the purſe in his pocket again; but my compa- 
nion held his hand, ſaying, 10 Bold, Signior Moya- 
das; whatever averſion my maſter has to borrowing, 
I do not deſpair of prevailing upon him to accept your 
hundred piſtoles. It is only trom ſtrangers he 1s thy 
of borrowing : he is not fo ceremonious with his own . 
family : he can even demand of his father, with a 
good grace, whatever money he has occaſion tor. The 
young gentleman, you perceive, knows how to dil- 
tingu:th perſons, and ought to look upon you, Sir, 
as a ſecond father.“ 

Moralez, by ſuch diſcourſe, ſecured the purſe of the 
old man, who came and rejoined us; and finding his 
daughter and me engaged in mutual compliments, in- 
terrupted our converiation, by telling Florentina the 
obligation he lay under to me; and, on that ſcore, 
made me profeſſions which convinced me of his grati- 
tude. I laid hold of ſuch a favourable diſpoſition, 
and told the citizen, that the moſt ſenſible mark of 
acknowledgment he conld ſhew, would be to haſten 
my marriage with his daughter, He yielded, with a 
good grace, to my impatience; aſſuring me, that in 
three days, at fartheſt, I ſhould be Florentina's huſ- 
band; and that, inſtead of ſix thouſand ducats, which 
he had promiied for her dower, he would give me ten, 
as a p:oot of his being deeply affected with the ſervice 
I had done him. | 

Moralez and I, therefore, lived with the honeſt 
man Jerome de Moyadas, kindly treated, and in the 
agreeable expectation of ten thoutand ducats, with 


which we propoled to make a decampment from Me- 


rida, Our joy, however, was checked by tear : we 
were apprehenſive, that in leſs than three days the true 
ſon of Juan Velez de Menbrilla would arrive, and 
croſs our good fortune. 

This fear was by no means ill. founded : for the 
very next day, a kind of peaſant, loaded with a port- 
manteau, came to the houſe of Florentina's father, 
when I was not at home, though my comrade was 
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preſent. „ Sir,” faid the peaſant to the old man, 
] belong to a young gentleman of Calatrava, called 
Signior de la Menbriila, who is to be your ſon-in-law, 


We are juſt arrived, and he will be here preſently, I 


came before, to give you notice of his approach.”? 
He had ſcarce ſpoke theſe words, when his maſter ap- 
peared ; a circumſtance that ſurpriſed the old man 
very much, and diſconcerted Moralez not a little. 
Pedro, who was a very genteel young fellow, ad. 
dreſſed himſelf to Florentina's father; but the honeſt 
citizen did not give him time to finiſh his diſcourſe, and 


turning to my companion, aſked the meaning of all 


this. Then Moralez, who was ſecond to no man on 
earth in impudence, aſſumed an air of aſſurance, and 
ſaid to the old man, “sir, theſe two men belong to 
the troop of thieves who robbed us on the highway ; 
I recollect them both very well, particularly him who 
has the audacity to call himſelf the ſon of Signior 
Juan Velez de la Menbriila.* The old citizen believed 
Moralez; and, perſuaded that the ſtrangers were 
cheats, faid to them, „Gentlemen, you come too 
late; your ſcheme is prevented: Pedro de la Men- 
brilla has been in my houſe ſince yeſterday.” * Take 
care of what you ſay,” anſwered the young man of 
Calatrava z “ you have got an impoſtor in your fa- 
mily; for you muſt know that Juan Velez de Men- 
brilla has no other ſon than me.“ „I know better,” 
replied the old man; „ and am not ignorant of your 
profeſſion. Don't you recellect this young man, and 
remember his maſter, whom you have robbed ?*' © It 
I was not in your houſe,” ſaid Pedro, „I would pu- 
niſh the inſolence of that cheat, who has the preſump- 
tion to call me a robber. Let him thank your pre- 
fence, that reſtrains my indignation. Sir,“ added he, 
& you are impoled upon. I am the young man to 
whom your brother Auguſtin promiſed his niece. I 
you deſire it, I can ſhew all the letters which he wrote 
to my father on the ſubject of the marriage. Will 
you not believe it, when you ſee the picture of Flo- 
rentina, which he .ſent to me ſome time before 113 
death??? | 


ADVENTURES OF CIL BLAS. 59 
No,“ ſaid the old citizen, interrupting him; “ nei— 
ther the picture nor the letters will convince me: I 
know very well in what manner they fell into your 
hands; and I adviſe you, as a friend, to be gone from 


Merida as ſoon as you can.“ © This is too much,“ 


cried the young gentleman in his turn; *I will not 
ſuffer my name to be ſtolen with impunity, nor myſelt 
to be treated like a highwayman. I know fome peo- 
ple in this place, whom I will find, and return to con- 
found the impoſtor that has prejudiced you againſt me.“ 
So ſaying, he retired with his valet, and Moralez re- 
mainea maſter of the field: nay, this adventure made 
Jerome de Moyadas reſolve to have the marriage cele- 
brated that very day; and he went out inſtantly to 
give the neceſſary orders for the occaſion. | 

Though my comrade was very well pleaſed to ſee 
Florentina's father in a diſpoſition ſo favourable tor us, 
he was far from being perfectly at cale: fearing the 
conſequence of tne meaiures which he concluded Pedro 
would certainly take, he waited for me with impa- 
tience, to communicate what had happened, Finding 
him, at my return, plunged in a profound reverie, 
cc What is the matter, friend ?** ſaid I; © thou ſeem- 
eſt in a brown ſtudy.“ He replied, © It I am, it is 
not without reaſon ;** and informed me of the whole 
affair; adding, „Thou ſeeſt what cauſe I have to 
muſe. It was thou alone who raſhly threw us into 
this dilemma, It was a ſhining enterpriie, J own, 
and would have crowned thee with glory, had it {uc- 
ceeded : but, to all appearance, it will end ill; and 
it is my advice, that, in order to prevent explanations, 
we immediately betake ourſelves to our heels, with the 
teather which we have plucked from the honeft man's 
wing.“ Re | 

«© Mr. Moralez,” anſwered ] to this propofal, © you 
yield to difficulties, I find, very ſoon ; and don't do 
a great deal of honour to Don Matthias de Cordel, 
and the other cavaliers with whom you lived at To- 
ledo: one who has ſerved his apprenticeſhip under ſuch 
able maſters, ought not to be eaſily alarmed, As for 
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60 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, 

me, who intend to walk in the ſteps ot theſe heroes, 
and prove myſelf a worthy pupil, I will bear upagainſt 
the obſtacle that terrifies you, and make my utmoit 
effort to ſurmount it.“ If you accompliſh that,” 
{aid my companion, *I will prefer you to all the 
great men in Plutarch.“ | | 
Juſt as Moralez had done ſpeaking, Jerome de Moy- 
adas coming in, ſaid to me, **:You ſhall be my ſon- 
in-law this very evening: your ſervant, I ſuppoſe, 
has told you what has happened. W hat do you think of 
the impudence of the rogue, who would have made 
me believe that he was the ſon of my brother's correſ- 
pondent ?** „ Signior,”” anſwered I, in a melancholy 
tone, and with the moſt ingenuous air I could affect, 
« I find I am not qualified to carry on a deceit, I 
mult ſincerely own, that I am not the ſon of Juan 
Velez de Menbrilla.** „„What do hear !”* cried the 
old man, interrupting me with equal precipitation and 
ſurprize : “How! you not the young man to whom 
my brother c Pray, Sir, {aid I, interrupting 
him in my turn, „be fo good as to hear me to an end. 
I have loved your daughter theſe eight days, during 
which my paſſion has detained me at Merida: and 
yeiterday, after having come to your aſſiſtance, I was 
about to demand her in marriage, when you ſtopped 
my mouth, by giving me to underſtand that ſhe was 
deitined for another. You told me that your brother, 
in his laſt moments, conjured you to beſtow her upon 
Pedro de la Menbrilla; that you promiſed to comply 
with his requeſt ; and, in ſhort, that you was a ſlave 
to your word, This information, I conteſs, over- 
whelmed me; and my love, reduced to deſpair, in- 
ſpired me with the ſtratagem J put in practice. I muſt 


tell you, however, that I ſecretly upbraided myielt 


with the trick I had put upon you; but I flattered 
myſelf that you would forgive it, when I ſhould have 
diſcovered it, and convinced you that I am an Italian 
Prince, who travel incognito; and that my father is 
ſovereign of certain vallies ſituated between the Swiſs, 
the Milaneſe, and Savoy, I imagined that you would 
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ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS - 61 
be agreeably ſurprized, when I ſhould have revealed 
my birth; and I felt all the pleaſure of a delicate and 
paſſionate huſband, in the hope of declaring-it to Flo- 


rentina after our marriage. Heaven,“ added I, chang- 


ing my tone, “ would not indulge me in ſo much joy! 
Pedro de la Menbrilla appears, and I muſt reſtore him 
his name, how much ſoever the reſtitution will cott me. 
You are engaged, by your promiſe, to chuſe him for 
a ſon-in-law ; and it is your duty to prefer him to 
me, without regard to my rank, or compaſſion tor the 
c1vel ſituation to which you are going to reduce me. 
I will not pretend to repreſent, that your brother was 
only the uncle of your daughter, and'that you, being 
her father, it is more juſt to acquit yourſelf of the ob- 
lization you owe me, than to make it a point of ho- 
nour to keep a promite which is but ſlightly binding.”” 

Ves, doubtleſs, it is ſo?”* cried Jerome de Moya- 
das; © therefore I do not intend to hefitate between 


you and Don Pedro de Meubrilla. If my brother Au- 


guſtin was ſtill alive, he would not blame me for giv- 
ing the preference to a man who ſaved my life.z and 
who is, moreover, a prince, who does not diſdain to 
aſk my alliance. I muſt be an enemy to my own hap- 
pineſs, and entirely deprived of my underſtanding, if 
I did not give you my daughter, and even preis the 
celebration of the marriage.” © But, Signior,” I 
replied, (“o nothing impetuouſly ; conſult your in- 
tereſt only; an, notwithſtanding the nobility of my 
blood * «4 Sure you jeſt!“ ſaid he, interrupting 
me; „“ ought I to heſitate one moment! No, my 
prince, I moſt humbly beſecch you to honour the happy 
Florentina with your hand this very evening.” © Well,“ 
ſaid I, „ be it ſo; go carry the news yourſelf, and 
inform her of her glorious fate.“ 


While the honeſt citizen flew eagerly to tell his 


daughter that ſhe had made the conqueſt of a prince, 
Moralez, who had heard the whole converſation, threw 
himſelf on his knees before me, ſaying, © Monſignior 
the Italian prince, fon of a ſovereign of the vallies fitu- 
ated, between the Swils, Milaneie, and Savoy, give 
You, LE | 


52 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, 0 
me leave to embrace the feet of your highneſs, and d 
teſtify the exceſſive joy I feel! Upon the faith of a 1e 
knave, I look upon you as a prodigy! I thought my- Þ' p 
ſelf the firſt man in the world, but truly I ttrike to N 
vou, although you have Jeis experience than I. — © 
What! you are no longer unealy, I hope,“ ſaid I to C 
him. O, not at all!” anſwered he; „I am no t 
longer afraid of Signior Pedro; let him come again | « 
as ſoon as he pleaſes.“ Moralez and I being now frm | + 
in the ftirrups, began to regulate the courſe we ſhould 1 
take with the dowry ;z on which we depended io much, | 
that we could not have thought ourfelves more ſecure q 
of it, had it been already in our pockets. We nad i 
not, as yet, got it, for all that; and the cataſtrophe 
of the adventure did not anſwer our expectation. f 
In alittle time the young man of Calatrava returned, 


| accompanied by two citizens and an alguazil, as for- 
9 midable cn account of his whiſkers and ſwarthy com 1 1 
| plexion, as of his employment. Florentina's father WU 


being preſent, „“ Signior de Moyadas,”? iaid Pedro to 
bim, „ have brought here three credible people, who | 
know me, and can tell you who I am.” “ Yes, ſure,” | 
cried the alguazil. “ I can tell you; and I certify to i 
all whom it may concern, that I know you. Your 
name is Pedro, and you are the only ſon of Juan Ve- 
lez de la Menbrilla; and whoever maintains the contrary 
is an impoſtor.*”” „I believe you, Mr. Alguazil, 
ſaid the honeſt man Jerome de Moyadas; your evi- 
dence is ſacred with me, as well as that of the gentle- 
men merchants who are along with you. I am tuliy 
convinced that the young cavalier, who conducted you 

| hither, is the only ion of my brother's correſpondent: 
but that does not ſignify; I am no longer in the mind 
to give him my daughter.“ 

„ Obo! that's another affair,“ ſaid the alguazil. © LI 
came hither only to aſſure you, that I know this young 
man. You are maſter of your child, and nobody can 
compel you to part with her againſt your inclination.” 
« Nor do I intend,” faid Pedro, interrupting him, 
© to offer violence to the inclination of Signior de Mo) . 
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ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 6 
das; but he will give me leave to atk why he has 
changed his ſentiments, or if he has any cauſe to com- 
plain of me? Let me be aſſufed, at Jeaft, that I have 
not loſt the ſweet hope of being his ſon-in-law by my 
own miſbehaviour.** „J have no cauſe to complain 
of you,“ rcplied the old man; “ and will even own, 
that it is with regret I ſee myſelf under the neceſſity 
of breaking my word, for which J conjure you to 
forgive me. I am perſuaded, that you are too gene- 
rous to take it amiſs, that I prefer to you a rival who 
has ſaved my life. Here he is, purſued he, ſhewing me 
to the company: ** this is the perſon who reſcued me 
from the molt imminent danger; and that my excuſe 
may have ſtill more force, 1 muſt inform you, he is 
no leſs than an Tialian prince.”? ED 
At theſe laſt words, Pedro became mute and con- 
founded; the two merchants ſtared with the utmoſt 
ſurprize; but the alguazil, accuſtomed to look upon 
the worſt ſide of every thing, ſuſpected this wondertul 
adventure to be a trick that might turn out to his ad- 
vantage; he eyed me very attentively, and his good- 
will being baſed by my features, which were utterly 
unknown to him, he examined my comrade with the 
lame attention, Unluckily for my highneſs, he recol- 
lected Moralez; and remembering to have {een him in 
the priſon of Cindad Real, „Ah, ab!” cried he, 
here is one of our cuſtomers ; I remember this gen- 
tleman, who, I affure you, is one of the molt perfect 
ſharpers within the kingdoms and principalities of 
Spain.“ „ Softly, Mr. Alguazil,” ſaid Jerome de 
Moyadas; „ the young man whom you paint ſo diſ- 
advantageovſiy. is the domeſtic of a prince. «© Very 
well,” replied the alguazil; “ I know enough to form 


my reſolution accordingly, and judge of the maſter by 


the man, I don't doubt that theie gallants are two 
cheats, who have agreed to impoſe upon you. I know 
how to manage in tuch caſes; and to let you ſee that 
theſe wits are adventurers, I will carry them inſtantly 
to gaol. I intend to introduce them to a private con- 
verſation with Monſieur the Corregidor; after whick 
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64 ADVENTURES OF GIL BAS. 

they will feel that whipping is not yet out of faſhion.” 
« Hold there, maſter officer,” replied the old man; 
% don't let us puſh matters ſo far: people of your pro- 
feſſion are not afraid of giving pain to a worthy man. 


May not this valet be a rogue, and his maſter a man 


of honour? Is it a new thing, to lee ſharpers in the 
ſervice of princes ?*? © You laugh with your princes,” 
faid the alguazil; “ this young fellow is a knight of 
the poſt, you may depend upon it: and I arreſt him 
and his comrade in the king's name. I have twenty 
ſoldiers at the door, who ſhall drag them to priſon, if 
they refuſe to go with a good grace, Come, my pr Ince,” 
addreſſing hiurſelf to me, * let us march.“ | 
I was thunderſtruck at theſe words, as well as Mo- 
ralez, and our concern rendered us ſuſpected to Jerome 
de Moyadas, or rather convinced him that we actually 
bad a dehgn to defraud him. On this occafion, how- 


ever, he behaved like a gallant man; iayin- to the | 


alguazil, 4 Maſter officer, perhaps your ſuſpicions are 
falſe, and perhaps they are but too true, But be it 


as it will, let us dive no farther into the affair: let 


thefe cwWo⸗ young cavaliers retire whereſoever they pleaſe 
to go, and I beg you will not oppc e their retreat: it 
is a favour I aſk, in order to acquit myſelt of the 


obligation I owe to them.” © Were I ftiriftly to do 


my duty,“ aniwered the alguazil, „I ſhoud impriſon 
theſe gentlemen, without having any regard to your 
entreaty: but, for your ſake, I will relax a little, pro- 
vided thatthey quit the town this inſtant; for it I meet 
them to Morrow, egad ! they ſhall tee what will be- 
come of them.“ 

When Moralez and I underſtood that we were free, 
we recollected ourlelves a little, endeavoured to talk 
boldly, and affirmed that we were perſons of honour ; 
but the alguazil ſilenced us with a fierce look; and I 
don't know how, thele people have an aſcendant over 


us. We were obliged, therefore, to abandon Flo- 


rentina and her portion to Pedio de la Menbriſla, who 
doubtiels became the ſon-in-law ot Jerome de Moyadas, 
and retire with all ſpeed, taking the road to Truxille, 
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| ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 65 
with the conſolation of having, at leaſt, got an hun- 
_ dred piſtoles by the adventure. About an hour be- 
fore night, paſſing by a little village, with a reſolu- 
tion of going farther before we ſhould halt, we per- 
ceived an inn of a pretty good appearance tor that place, 
and the landlord and his wife fitting on long ſtones at 
the door. The huſband, a tall, meagre, old fellow, 
thrummed upon a wretched guitar, for the diverſion 
of his wife, who ſeemed to liſten with pleaſure. Gen- 
tlemen," cried the landtord, when he ſaw we did not 
ſtop, I adviſe you to halt at this place: you won't 
find a village within three weary leagues of this; and 
even there, I aſſure you, you won't he ſo well ſerved 
as here, Take my word for it, and walk into my 
Houſe, where I will entertain you handſomely, at a 
reaſonable rate.” We ſuffered ourſelves to be per- 
| ſaaded, and approaching the man and his wife, bid 
them good even; and having ſeated ourſelves by them, 
began all ſour to talk of indifferent ſubje&s. The 


landlord ſaid, he was an officer of the Holy Brother- 


hood ; and his wife was a fat merry dame, who ſeemed 
to underitand very well how to vend her commodi- 
ties. | 

Our converſation was interrupted by the arrival of 
twelve or fifteen cavaliers, ſome mounted on raules, 
and ſome on horſeback, followed by thirty baggage 
moyls, loaded with bales. & Ah! what a number of 
princes!” cried the landlord, at fight of fo many people; 


„ where ſhall I find lodging for them all?“ „In a 


moment, the village was crowded with men and beaſts, 
There was luckily, near the inn, a vaft barn, in which 
the moyls and the baggage were diſpoſed: the mules 
and horſes belonging to the cavaliers were put in other 
places; and as for the men, they did not concern 
themſelves ſo much about finding beds as in beſpeaking 
a goed ſupper. The landlord, his wife, and a young 
maid- ſervant belonging to the houſe, were not idle; 
they ſlaughtered all the poultry in their yard, which, 
joined to ſome ragouts made of rabbits and cats, and 
2 plentiful dith of ſoup, 3 of cauliflowers and 
| ; | 
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mutton, furniſhed entertainment enough for the whole 


| company. 


Moralez and I looked at the cavaliers, who From 
time to time eyed us allo. At laſt we entered into 
converſation, and told them, that it it was agreeable 
we would ſup in company. They aſſured us, that we 
could not do them a greater pleaſure; ſo we fat down 
all together at table. There was one among them who 
ſeemed to be the chief, and for whom the reſt, though 
Otherwiſe very familiar, did not fail to ſhew ſome de- 


ference; it is true, indeed, he kept the upper end, 


talked in an elevated tone of voice, and even contra. 
dicted, ſometimes, ina cavalier manner, the ſentiments 
of the re{t ; who, far from replying in the ſame man- 
ner to kim, ſeemed to reſpect his opinions. The diſ- 
courſe falling, by accident, on Andaluſia, and Mo- 


ralez taking it into his head to praiſe Seville, this man 


ſaid to him, Signior cavalier, you are making the 
eulogium of the city where I firſt drew breath; or, at 
leaſt, I was born in it's neighbourhocd, fince the town 


of Meyrena gave me to the world.“ 1 can ſay the 


ſame thing,” anſwered my companion ; “ I was like- 
wiſe born at Meyrena, and I muſt certainly know 
your parents? pray, whoſe ſon are you?” J am, 


| ſaid the cavalier, “the fon of an honeſt notary, called 


Martin Moralez.” „Upon my faith!“ cried my com- 


rade, with emotion, the adventure is extremely ſin— 


gular: “ you are then my eldeſt brother, Manuel Mo— 
ralez!'* „ The very ſame,“ ſaid the other: „ and 


you are, I ſuppoſe, my young brother, Lewis, whom | 


I left in the cradle when I quitted my father's houſe!“ 
„That is my name, indeed l' replied my comrade. 
Upon which they both got up, and embraced one 


another with great affection. Then Signior Manuel 


ſaid to the company, “Gentlemen, this event is al- 
together marvellous! I have, by accident, met and 
diſcovered a brother, whom I have not ſeen theſe 
twenty years. and more: allow me to preſent him to 
the company.“ All the cavaliers, who kept them- 
ſelves ſtanding out of complaiſance, ſaluted the young 


r [wo oy as 


had * wy A v0 wy „ 2 24 
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Moralez, and loaded him with careſſes. Afterwards, 
we fat down again at table, where we remained al! 


night, without going to bed: the two brothers ſit- 


ting by one another, and converting by themſelves 
about their family, while the other gueſts drank and 
made merry. 

Lewis, after a long converſation with Manuel, tak- 
ing me aſide, ſaid, © All theſe cavaliers are domeſtics 
of the Count de Montanos, whom the king has lately 
named for viceroy of Majorca. They are conduQ- 
ing their maſter's equipage to Alicant, where they are 
to embark. My brother, who is become tteward to 
that nobleman, has propoſed to carry me along with 
him ; and, on account of the reluctance I expreſſed 
in leaving you, told me, that if you would accom- 
pany us, he would procure tor you a good employ- 
ment. Dear friend,“ added he, „“ I advile thee not 
to diſdain the offer: let us go together to the ifland 
of Majorca; if we find it agrecable, we will ſtay 


there; and if we ſhall be difplealed with our  itvation, 


we will return to Spain.“ 

I willingly embraced the propoſal ; young Moralez 
and I Joined the count's officers, and ſet out with them 
from the inn before day. Having, by long marches, 
gained the city of Alicant, I bought a guitar, and 
took off a handſome ſuit of cloaths, before our em- 


barkation, thinking of nothing but the ifland of Ma- 


jorca; and Lewis Moralez was in the fame diſpoſition, 
We ſeemed to have renounced ſharping altogether, 
To tell you the truth, we had a mind to paſs tor per- 
ſons of honour among the cavaliers in whole company 
we were; and that kept a check upon our geniuſes. 
At laſt we went merrily on board, flattering ourſelves 
with the hopes of being at Majorca in a very little 


time; but ſcarce had we cleared the Gulpb of Alicant, 


when a terrible tempeſt aroſe. 1 might, in this place 
of my relation, take an opportunity to make a fine 


deſcri iption of the ſtorm; to paint the air all on fire, to 


make the thunder roar, 'the winds whiſtle, the moun— 
tain billows roll, &c. But all theſe flowers of rhetoric 
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apart, I aſſure you the hurricane-was violent, and 
obliged us to bear away for the point of the ifland of 
Cabrera, a deſart ifle, in which there is a little fort, at 
that time garriſoned by an officer and five or ſix ſoldiers, 
who gave eus a very hoſpitable reception. | 
As we were obliged to ſtay there ſeveral days, in 
order to repair our fails and tackle, we invented dif- 
ferent kinds of amuſements, to paſs the time agreeably, 
Each followed his own inclination : ſome played at 
primerc, others ſought different diverſions, and I went 
to walk through the iſland, accompanied by thoſe who 
loved ſuch exerciſe. We ſkipt from rock to rock, for 
the ground was very uneven, full of ſtones, and very 


_ deficient in good ſoil. One day, while we conſidered 
| theſe parched, withered places, and admired the caprice 


of Nature, that ſhews herſelf fruitful or barren as ſhe 
pleaſes, our noſes were invaded, all of a ſudden, with 


a moſt agrecable ſmell, We immediately turned to the 


ealtward, from whence that odour came, and perceived 
with aſtoniſhment, among the rocks, a large, round, 
green ſpot, ſurrounded with honeyſuckles, even more 
beautiful and ſweet-ſcented than thoſe that grow in 
Andaluſia. We approached, with pleaſure, thoſe charm- 
ing ſhrubs, which perfumed the air all round, and 
found that they bordercd upon the entry of a very 
deep cavern, which, being large and light, wedeſcended 
to tne bottom of it, turning by ſteps of ſtone, the ends 
of which were adorned with flowers, the whole form- 


Ing a natural winding ſtair-caſe. When we had got 


down, we ſaw ſeveral little rills of water, which deriy- 
ed their ſources from drops that inceſſantly diſtilled 
from the rocks within, creeping along ſand mote ye]. 
low than gold, and lofing themſelves in the earth. The 
water ſcemed ſo pure, that we were tempted to drink, 
and found it ſo freſh, that we relolved to return next 
day to the ſame place, with ſome bottles of wine, per- 
ſuaded that we ſhould empty them with yalt plealure. 
[t was with regret we quitted ſuch an agreeable 
place; and when we went back to the fort, we did 


FPV 


not fail to boalt of our dilcovery ; but the commandant 


3 


cavern, with which we were fo much charmed. “ For 
what ?”* ſaid TI ro him: © Is there any thing to fear ?*? 
« Yes, without doubt,” he replied. * The corlairs of 
Algiets and Tripoli fometimes land on this ifle, to 
water at that ſpring; and one day ſurprized two 
ſoldiers of my garriion, whom they made flaves,” It 
was in vain for the officer to tell us this with a very 
ſerious air; he could nor perſuade us, for we believed 


that he jeſted: and next day I returned to the cavern, 


with three more of my companicns, without providing 
ourſelves with fire-arms, to ſhew that we dreaded 
nothing. Young Moralez would not be of the party, 
chuling rather to ſtay with his brother, and play in 
the ee 1 | | 

Having deſcended, as the day before, to the bottom 
of the cave, we cooled lome bottles of wine that we 
had brought along with ns in the rivulets : and while 
we drank them delicioufſly, playing on the guitar, 
and converſing pleaſantly together, we ſaw ſeveral men 
appear at the mouth of the cavern above, with large 


whiſkers, turbans, and Turkiſh dreſſes. We imagined 


that it was a part of the count's domeitics, with the 


commandant of the fort, who had thus diſguiſed them- 


ſelves, in order to frighten us; and, piepoſſeſſed with 
this tancy, began to laugh, letting no leſs than ten 
of them come down, without thinking of detending 
ourſeives. We were, however, ſoon undeceived in a 
melancholy manner, and convinced that it was a cor- 
ſair, who came with his people to carry us off.“ Sur- 
render, you dogs, he cried, in the Caſtilian tongue, 
or you ſhall all be put to tne ſword !”? At the {ame 
time, his toilowers preſented their carbines to us, and 
we ſhould have undergone a' fine diſcharge, had we 


made the leaſt reſiſtance. We preferred ſlavery to 


death, and gave our ſwords to the pirate, who ordered 
us to be loaded with chains, and conducted to his 
veſſel, which was not far off: then ſetting fail, he 
ſteered with a fair wind towards Algiers, | 


In this manner were we puniſhed for neglecting the 
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cautioned us, as a friend, againſt returning to the. 
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30 ADVENTURES OF GIL LAS. TE 
caution of the officer of the garriſon. The firſt thing 
that the corſair did, was to rifle us of all the money 
we had. What a tne windfall for him! the two 
hundred piftoles taken from the young citizens of Pla- 
centia, the hundred which Morajez had received from 
Jerome de Moyadas, and which unluckily I bad about 
me, were all ſwept away without mercy. My com- 
panions had all their purſes well turniſhed. In ſhort, 
it was an excellent prize. The pirate was rejoiced at 
his good luck; and the raſcal, not ſatisfied with the 
piunder, inſulted us with his raillery, which we did 
not feel halt ſo much as the neceſſity that compelled us 
to hear it. After a thouſand jokes, he ordered the 
bottles of wine which we had cooled at the fountain, 
and which his people had taken care to ſeize, to be 
brought to him, and began to empty them with his 
crew, drinking to our health by way of deriſion. 
During this conjuncture, the countenances of my 
com: ades expreſied*the pain they felt; and the flavery 
mortified them the more, becauſe they had tormed the 
moſt delightful idea of their voyage to the ifland of 
Majorca, where they had laid their account with Jead- 
ing a moſt delicious life. As for me, I had fortitude 
enough to project a plan of conduct tor myſelf; and, 
leſs afraid than my tellows, entered into converſation 
with the railer, and even returned his jokes with a 
good grace, Pleaſed with my behaviour—* Young 
man, ſaid he, “ I like thy diſpoſition ; for, in tle 
main, inſtead of ſighing and groaning, it is better tor 
one to arm himſelt with patience, and ſail with the 
ſtream! Play to us a ſmall air,” added he, * obſerving 
that I had a guitar; “ let ns fee what thou canſt do.“ 
I obeyed him as ſoon as he had ordered my arms to 
be unchained, and began to thrum upon my guitar n 


ſuch a manner as acquired his applauſe. I had, in- 


deed, learned under the beſt maſter in Madrid, ard 
played on that inſtrument pretty well. I ſung like- 
wife, and my voice gave no leſs ſatistaction. All the 
Turks in the veſtel expreſſed the pleaſure they felt in 
hearing me, by geitures of admiration; a circum- 


| Rtance from which L concluded that their taſte for mu- 
ſic was extremely delicate. The pirate whiſpered to 
me, that I ſhould not be an unhappy ſlave; and that 
one of my talents might depend upon an employment 
that would make my captivity very ſupportable. 

I teit ſome joy at theſe words; but, flattering as 
they were, I had abundance of uneaſineſs on the ſcore 
of this occupation, with the promile of which the 
corſair regaled me. When we arrived at the port of 
Aigiers “, we faw a great number of people aſſembled 
to receive us; who, as ſoon as we were landed, ſhouted 
with joy: beſides, the air reſounded with the confuſed 
noiſe of trumpets, Moreico flutes, and other inftru- 
ments uſed in that country, which formed a iymphony 
more loud than agreeable. The cauſe of thele re- 
joicings WAS, a falle report which had ſpread through 
the city, importing, that the renegado Mehemet (this 
was our pirate's name) had periſhed in attacking a 
large Genoele veſlel : to that all his friends, informed 


ol his return, were eager in their expreſſions of joy. 
We had no ſooner fet foot on ſhore, than I aud my 


companions were conducted to the palace of Dey Soly- 
man, where a Chriſtian ſecretary, examining us one by 
one, aſked our names, ages, country, 1eligion, and 


* qualifications. Then Mehemet, ſhewing me to the 


dey, extolled my voice, and aiſured him, that I played 
raviſhingly on the guitar. This was enough to de- 


termine Solyman to chuſe me for his own ſervice: ac- 
| cordingly, I was detained in his ſeraglio, while the 


other captives were led into a public place, and fold, 
according to cuſtom. What Mehtmet had foretold 
to me in the vetle), came to pals. My condition was 
very happy; far from being abandoned to gaolers, or 
employed in Jaborious work, I was, by order of Soly- 
man, diſpoſed of in a particular place, with five or ſix 
daves of quality, who expected every moment to be 
redeemed, and whole talks were far from being pain— 
in}, My buſinels was to water the orange- trees and 


* Algiers, the capital of the kingdom of the ſame name, is à city on the 
coaſt of Barbary, Hasena by the Moors, 
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flowers] in the garden, and I could not have been fa 
voured with a more agreeable occupation. 
Solyman was a man about forty years of age; well 
ſhaped; very polite; and, for a Turk, mighty gal- 
lont. His chief favourite was a Cachemirian woman“ 
who, by her underſtanding and beauty, had acquired 
an abſolute dominion over him. He loved her even to 
_ adoration, and treated her every day with ſome enter- 
tainment or ther; {ſometimes with a concert of vocal 
and inſtrumental muſic, and ſometimes with a comedy z 
in the Turkiſh taſte; that is to ſay, a dramatic poem, || 
in which modeſty and decorum were as little regarded 
as the rules of Ariſtotle. The tavcurite, whole name 
was Farrukhnaz, was paſſionately fond of theſe diver- 
fions, and even made her women ſometimes repreſent 
Arabian pieces before the dey ; wherein ſhe herſelf 
played a part, and charmed all the ſpectators by the 
grace and vivacity of her action. I being one day 
among the muſicians, at a yepreſentation of this kind, 
1 Solyman ordered me to play upon the guitar, and ſing 
: uM alone between the acts. I had the g od fortune to 
5 pleaſe, was very much applauded, and the favourite 
10 ſcemed to look upon me with a favourable eye. 
The very next day, while I was buſied in watering 
the orange-trees in the ga den, an eunuch paſſing by 
me, without ſtopping, or ſpeaking one word, dropped 
a billet at my feet: I took it up in a confuſion made 
up of fear and joy. I lay down upon the ground, 
that TI might not be ſeen from the windows of the 
ſeraglio; and, concealing myſelf behind the boxes in 
_ which the orange-trees were planted, opened the letter, 


in which J fourd a pretty valuable diamond, and theic 
words in good Caitilian— 


«© YOUNG Chriſtian, thank Heaven for thy cap- 
« tivity, Love and Fortune will make thee. happy * 
Love, if thou art ſenſible to the charms of a beauti- 
ful woman; and Fortune, if thou haſt cuurage to 
<«« deſpiſe the or eateſt danger,” 
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Cache mire is a country unde r the dominion of the Great Mogul, and 
remarkable tor the beauty and Wit of it's women, 
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ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 73 
T did not in the leait doubt that the letter came 
from the favourite Sultana; the ſtyle and diamond 
perſuaded me that ſhe muſt have been the author, 
Beſides, that I am not naturally very timorous, the 
vanity of being in the good graces of a grand ſignior's 
miſtreſs, and, more than that, the hope of getting 
from her four times as much money as would be ne- 
ceſſary for my ranſom, made me form the delign of 


atchieving that adventure, whatever dangers might 


attend it. I continued my work, muſing upon the 
means of entering the apartment of Farrukhnaz, or 
rather expecting that ſhe would pave the way; for, I 
concluded, that ſhe would not ſtop here, but at leaſt 
be at more than half the trouble. I was not miſ- 
taken: the ſame eunuch that paſſed me before, re- 
paſſed an hour after, and ſaid—** Chriltian, haſt thou 
conſidered; and wilt thou have the boldneſs to follow 
me?'' I anſwered, “ Ves.“ He replied, “Very well: 
Heaven preſerve thee! Thou ſhalt ſee me again to- 
morrow morning.“ So ſaying, he retired. Next 
day he appeared accordingly, about eight in the morn- 
ing, and beckoned me to him. I obeyed the ſignal, 
and he conducted me into a hall, where there was a 
large piece of linen, which another eunuch and he had 
brought thither, and which they were to carry to the 


Sultana, for the decoration of an Arabian piece, that 


ſhe was preparing for the entertainment of the dey. 
The two eunuchs, having ſpread out the cloth, laid 
me along within it z and, at the hazard of my being 
ſuffocated, rolled it up again with me in the middle; 
then, each taking one end of it, carried me thus, un- 
queſtioned, into the bed-chamber of the fair Cache- 
mirian, who had nobody with her but an old ſlave de- 


voted to her pleaſure, When the two unrolled the 
cloth, Farrukhnaz, at fight of me, broke out into 


tranſports of joy, that well diſcovered the genius of 


women in that country. Bold as I naturally was, 


I could not ſee myſelt tranſported, all of a tudden, 
into the ſecret apartment of the women, without being 
leized with fear, The lady eaſily perceived it; and, 
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74 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS; 
in order to diflipate my apprehenſion, ſaid, “ Young 
man, fear nothing: Solyman is gone to his country. 
houle, where he will remain all day; ſo that we may 
converſe together freely.“ 

Encouraged by thele words, I aſſumed a look that 
redoubled the favburite's joy. “ I am pleated with 
your perlon,”* faid ſne; © and intend to ſoften the. 
rigour of your flavery. I believe you worthy of the 


| ſentiments 1 have conceived for you; for, though 


you.are in the dreſs of a flave, you have a noble and 
gallant air, that ſhews you are not of the vulgar. Speak 
freely, and tell me who you are, I know that cap- 
tives of a noble birth diſguiſe their rank, that they 
may be redeemed at an eaſier rate; but you have no 


_ occaſion to - behave in that manner with me: I ſhould 


even be affronted at ſuch a precaution, fince I promile 
to ſet you at liberty. Be ſincere, therefore, and con- 
feſs that you are a young man of a good family.” 
85 Truly, Madam,“ I replied, “ it would be ingra- 
titude in me to repay your generoſity with diffimula- 
tion; and fince you abſolutely charge me to reveal 
my quality, you mult be ſatisfied. I am the fon oi 
a Spaniſh grandee.”” Perhaps I ſpoke truth; at leaſt, 
the ſultana believed it; and, pleaſed that ſhe had 
thrown her eyes upon a gentleman of importance, aſ- 
ſured me that it ſhould not be her fault if we did not 
ſee one another often in private. We had a pretty 
long converſation, and I never ſaw a more engaging 


woman: ſhe underſtood ſeveral languages, eſpecially 


the Caſtilian, which ſhe ſpoke pretty well, When 
ſhe judged it time for us to part, I went, by her order, 
into an oſier baſket, covered with a flowered ſilk, the 
work of her own hand, Then the two ſlaves, who 
brought me in, were called, and carried me out as 3 
preſent from the favourite to the dey 2 a thing ſacred 
trom all the men who are entruſted with the guard 
of the women. 

Farrukhnaz and I fund other means of ſeeing one 
another; and that amiable captive inſpired me with 


almolt a as much love tor her, as ſhe entertained for me. 
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Our intelligence remained ſecret during two months; 
although it was very difficult in a leraglio, to conceal 
the myſteries of love ſo long from the Arguſes that 
watch it. But an unlucky accident diſconcerted our 
ſmall affairs, and my fortune was entirely changed. 
One day, when I had been introduced to the ſultana 
in, the form of an artificial dragon, that was made for 
a ſhow, and was converſing with her, Solyman, who 
J imagined was buſy in the country, interrupted us, 
and entered ſo haſtily into the apartment of his fa- 
vourite, that the old flave ſcarce had time to adver- 
tiſe us of his arrival; conſequently, I had no leiſure 
to conceal myſelf, and; therefore, was the firſt object 


that preſented itſelf to the view of the dey. 


He ſeemed aſtoniſhed at the ſight of me, and his 
eyes kindled with fury. I looked upon myſelt as one 
that touched his laſt moments, and already imagined 
myſelf under the torture. As for Farrukhnaz, I per- 
ceived that the was terrified indeed; but, inſtead of 
owning her crime, and aiking pardon, ſhe ſaid to So- 
lyman, “ Signior, before you pronounce my ſentence, 
deign to hear my defence: appearances, dowbtieis, 
condemn me, and I ſeem to have committed a piece 


of treaſon worthy of the molt horrible chaſttjement. 


I have brought this young captive hither z and, in 
order to introduce bim into my apartment, have uted 
the ſame artifice which IT wouid have employed, if I 
had entertained a violent paſſion tor him. Neverthe- 
leſs, I take our holy prophet to wiineis, that, not- 
withſtanding this conduct, I am not uniaithtul, I 
had a mind to converie with this Chriſtian flave, in 
order to detach him from his ſect, and engage him to 
follow that of the helievers. I have found in him 
ſuch a reſiſtance as I expected; but, however, I have 
conquered his prejudice, and he has promited to em- 
brace Mahometaniſm.““ 

I own, I ought to have contradicted the favourite, 
without any regard to the dangerous conjuncture in, 
which I was: but being in the utmoſt dejection of 
ſpirit, affected with the danger in which I ſaw a woman, 
(#4 
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whom I loved, and trembling for myſelf, I remained 
ſpeechleſs and confuſed ; I could not utter one word ; 
and the dey, perſuaded by my filence, that his miſtreſs 
ſaid nothing but the truth, was appeaſed. Madam,“ 
faid he, “ J am willing to believe that you have not 
injured me, and that a deſire of doing a thing agree- 
able to the prophet, has engaged you to hazard ſuch 
a delicate action. I forgive your imprudence, there- 
fore, provided that this captive takes the turban im- 
mediately.“ He ſent for a Marabon * that inſtant, 
I was clothed with a Turkiſh dreſs, and did all that 
was required, without having power to reſiſt; or rather, 
IT was ignorant of what I did, ſo much were my ſenſes 
diſordered. How many Chrittians are there, who would 
have been as baſe as I was on ſuch an occaſion! 
After the ceremony, I quitted the ſeraglio, under 
the name of Sidy Halli, to exerciſe a ſmall employment 
beſtowed upon me by Solyman. I never faw the Sul- 
tana again; but one of her eunuchs coming to me one 
day, brought from her a preſent of jewels worth two 
thouſand jultanins of gold, with a billet, in which the 
lady aſlured me, that ſhe would never forget my gene- 
rous complaiſance, in ſuffering myſelf to be made a 
Mahometan, in order to fave her life. Truly, beſides 
the preſents I received from Farrukhnaz, I obtained, 
through her canal, an employment more conſiderable 
than the firſt ; and, in leſs than ſeven years, became 
one of the richeſt renegadoes in the city of Algiers. 
You may well believe, that if I afliſted at the prayers 
which the muſſulmen put up in their moſques, and ful- 
filled the other duties of their religion, it was only out 
of pure grimace. I preſerved a determined reſolution 
to re-enter into the boſom of the church; and for that 
purpole to withdraw one day into Spain or Italy, with 
the riches which I ſhould amaſs. In the mean time, 
I lived very agreeably, was lodged in a fine houſe, had 
ſuperb gardens, a great number of flaves, and very 
handſome women in my ſeraglio. Thougn the uſe of 
wine is forbid in this country to Mahometans, they 
# Marabons are Mahometan prieſts. 
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don't fail, for the moſt part, to drink it in private, 


as almoſt all renegadocs do, I remember 1 had two 


companions with whom 1 Olten committed a debauch 


within the night. One was a Je, the other an Ara- 
bian; and both, as I imagined. bonet nien; fo that I 
lived with them in the gieateli tamiliarity. One even= 
ing J invited them to ſupper ; and a dog, of which I 


was paſſionately fond, having died that day, we bathed. 


his body, and buried it with all the ceremony that is. 


obſerved at the funeral of the Manometars. In ſo 


doing, we had no intention to ridicule the muſſulman 
religion, but only to amule ourlelves, and gratity a 
fooliſh whim, that ſeized us in the middle of our de- 
bauch, to render the laſt duties to my dog. 

This action, however, had well nigh ruined me. 
Next day, a man came to my houſe, and-faid, “Sig- 
mor Sidy Hali, Jam come hither on an important at- 
fair. The cadi * wants to ſpeak with you; take the 
trouble, if you pleaſe, to go to his houſe immediately. 
An Arabian merchant, who ſupped with you laſt night, 
has informed him of a certain impiety committed by 
you, with regard to a dog which you buried, For 
this reaton I ſummon you to appear this day before 
that judge, otherwiſe I give you notice that you will 


be proceeded againſt in a criminal manner.“ So ſay- 


ing, he went away, leaving me thunderiiruck with 
this citation. The Arabian had no canle to complain 
ot me, and I could not comprehend the traitor's reaton 


tor playing me this trick. Nevertheleis, the thing was, 
not to be negiecied, I Knew the cadi was a man ſe- 


vere in appearance, but not at all ſcrupulous at bot- 
tom; fo I put two hundred fſultanins of gold in my 


purſe, and repaired to his houſe, He carried me into 


his cloſet, and ſaid, with a ftern look, „“ You are an 
impious, tacriegious, and abominable man! you have 
interred a dog like a muſſulman! what horrid profa— 
nation! Is it thus, then, you regard our molt lacred 
ceremonies? and did you become a Mahometan only 
he cadi is the civil magiſtrate iu every town in Turkey, 


As for my own part, } drank it without ceremony, 
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to make a jeſt of our worihip?'* « Mr, Cadi,” | 
replied, „the Arabian who has made ſuch a mali. 
cious report of me, that falſe friend, is an accomplice _ 
of my crime, if it be a crime to grant the honours of 
burial to a faithful domeſtic; an animal that poſſeſ- 
ſed a thouland good qualities. He loved people of 
merit and diſtinction ſo much, that even in his laſt 
moments, as a- teſtimony of his regard, he has left 
them his whole fortune, by a will of which I am the 
ſole executor. He bequeathes twenty crowns to one, 
thirty to another; and, Sir, he has not forgot you,“ 
added I, taking out my purſe: © here are two hun- 
dred ſultanins of gold which be charged me to give 
you.“ The cadi, loſing his gravity at this diſcourſe, 
could not help laughing; and, as we were alone, took 
the purſe without ceremony, ſaying, while he diſmiſſed 
me Go, Signior Sidy Hali; you have done well 
to inter with pomp and honour, a dog who had ſo much 
conſideration for perſons of worth !'? 

By theſe means I extricated myſelf out of this 
affair; which, if it did not make me more wiſe, ren- 
dered me at leaſt more circumſpe& for the future, 
I no longer drank with the Arabian, nor even with 
the Jew z but choſe for a companion at my cups, a 
young gentleman of Leghorn, called Azarini, who was 

my own flave. I was not like the reſt of the renega- 
does, who are more cruel to Chriſtian ſlaves than the 
Turks themſelves; all my captives waited very pa- 
tiently for their redemption; and, indeed, I treated 
them lo gently, that ſometimes they told me, they were 
more afraid of changing their maſter than defirous of 
liberty, whatever char ms it has tor people in a ſtate of 
bondage. 

One day the dey's veſſels returned with conſiderable 
prizes, bringing in more than a hundred ſlaves of both 
ſexes, whom they had taken on the coalts of Spain, 
Solyman kept but a very ſmall number, and the velt 
were expoſed to ſale. I arrived in the market place, 
and bought a Spaniſh girl about ten or twelve years 
old, who wept bitterly, and ſeemed in deſpair, I was 
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ſurprized to ſee one of her age fo ſenſible of captivity z 
and bid her, in Caſtilian, moderate her affliction, aſ- 
ſuring her that ſhe had fallen into the hands of a maſter 
who did not want humanity, though he wore a turban, 
The young creature, whoſe mind was ſtil] engrofſed 


by her ſorrow, did not hear what I faid : ſhe did no- 


thing but ſob, complain of her fate, and from time to 
time cry with a piteous accent, „O my mother ! why 
are we ſeparated? I ſhould have patience, were we 
together!” In pronouncing theſe words, ſhe turned 


her eyes towards a woman between forty and fifty gears 


of age, who ſtood a few paces from her, and with a 


downcaſt look waited in ſullen ſilence until (ſomebody 


ſhould purchaſe her. I aſked the young girl, if the 
perſon ſhe looked at was her mother. * Yes, alas! 


Signior,“ ſhe replied; “ in the name of God do not 


part us!*? «© Well, my child,” faid I, “ it it is ne- 
ceſſary for your conſolation that you ſhould be toge- 
ther, you ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied.” At the ſame time, 
I approached the mother, in order to bid for her: but 
I no ſooner beheld her face, than I recollected, with 
all the emotion you can imagine, the features, the in- 


dividual countenance of Lucinda. “ Juſt Heaven!“ 


ſaid I to myſelf: „ it is my own mother! *tis, doubt- 
leſs, ſhe herſelf!' As for her, whether the deep af- 
fliction occaſioned by her misfortunes made all the ob- 
jects that ſurrounded her appear to her as enemies; 
or that my dreſs diſguiſed me; or rather that I was 
much altered in twelve years, during which ſhe had 
not ſeen me, I know not, but ſhe did not at all remem- 
ber me. | 

Having bought her alſo, I carried them both to my 
houſe ; where, deſigning to give them the pleaſure of 
knowing who I was, Madam, ſaid I to Lucinda, 
& is it poſſible that my features do not ſtrike you? 
Have my whiſkers and turban diſguiſed me lo much, 
that you do not know your ſon Raphae!?** My mother, 
ſtarting at theſe words, conſidered my countenance, re- 
collected me, and we embraced one anotper with great 
tenderneſs, I then embraced her daughter, who per- 
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haps knew no more of having a brother than I of having 
a lifter. “ Conieſs,”* ſaid I to my mother, * that in 
all your theat1 ical pieces, you have not a recognition 
fo original as this.“ * Son,” anſwered ſhe, ſighing, 
J was at firſt rejoiced to ſee you again; but now my 
Joy is converted into grief! In what a ſituation, alas! 
do I find you! My flavery gives me u thouſand times 
leſs pain than that odious -dreſs !** © In good faith! 
Madam,“ faid I, interrupting her with a laugh, « 1 
admire your delicacy, which, to be ſure, is very com- 


mendable in an actreſs? Why, good God! mother, 


you mult be greatiy altered, if my metamorphoſis 
offends you ſo much! Inſtead of finding fault with 


my turban, look upon me rather as an actor, who 


plays the part of a Turk upon the ſtage. Though i 
am a renegado, I am no more a muſſulman now than 
when 1 was in Spain; and at bottom I feel myſelf 
till attached to my religion: when you ſhall know 
the adventures that have happened to me in this coun- 
try, you will excuſe my conduct. Love was my 
crime; and I ſacrifice to that deity, I am fomewhat 
of your diſpoſition, I aſſure you! There is ſtill ano- 
ther reaſon,” added I, „which ought to moderate 
your diſpleaſure in ſeeing me thus ſituated, You ex- 
pected to ſuffer in Algiers a rigorous captivity z and 
you find in your maſter, a ſon, tender, reſpectful, and 
rich enough to maintain you here in abundance, until 


we can lay hold of an occaſion of returning certainly 


into Spain, So that we mult allow that proverb to be 


true, which ſays, It is an ill wind which blows no- 


body good.“ SD 

Son,“ ſaid Lucinda to me, “ fince you deſign to 
repais one day into your own country, and there abjure 
ihe religion of Mahomet, I am comforted. Thank 
Reaven!** continued the, “ that I ſhall be able to carry 
back your fitter Beatrice, ſafe and ſound into Caltile,”” 
« Yes, Madam, cried 1, “you ſhall] have it in your 
power: we will go all three together as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble, and rejoin the reſt of our family; for I ſuppoſe 


you. have more marks of your fruitfuinets in Spain.“ 
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& No,“ ſaid my mother ; I have no other children 
than you two, and you muſt know that Beatrice is the 
fruit of lawful wedlock.” “ Why,” I reſumed, did 


you give my little ſiſter that advantage over me? How 


could you reſolve to marry? I have heard you ſay an 


hundred times, during my childhood, that you could 


not forgive a handſome woman for taking a huſband.““ 
& Every ſeaſon has it's reaſon, my ſon, “ ſhe replied 
« men of the moſt firm reſolution are apt to change; 
and would you have a woman be more conſtant! I 
will,” added ſhe, „ recount my hiſtory after you left 
Madrid.“ Then fhe made the following narration ; 
which, as it is curious, I will favour you with. 

6 It you remember it,“ {aid my mother, you quit- 
ted young Leganez about thirty years ago: at that 
time the Duke of Medina Celi told me, that he would 
come and ſup with me in private one evening: he ap- 
pointed the day; when I waited for that nobleman,” 
who came accordingly, and I had the good fortune to 
pleaſe him. He demanded the ſacrifice of all the rivals 
he might have: I granted his requeſt, in hopes of be- 
ing well paid for my condeſcenſions; and my hopes 
were not diſappointed ; for, the very next day, I re- 
ceived from him conſiderable preſents, which were fol- 


lowed by many more, during the courle of our correſ— 


pondence. I was afraid that I ſhould not be able to 
detain a man of ſuch high rank a long time in my fet- 
ters; and this I dreaded the more, becauſe 1 knew 
very well that he had eſcaped from celebrated beauties, 
whoſe chains he had broke almoſt as ſoon as he had 
bore them. Nevertheleſs, far from being every day 


leſs and leſs pleaſed with my favours, nis raptures 


ſeemed rather to increaſe: in ſhort, I had the art to 
amuſe him, and hinder his heart, naturaliy inconttanty 
from giving way to it's uiual levity,  _ | 
«© He had been attached to me already three months, 
and I had room to flatter mytelt that his paſſion would 
be of long duration; when one of my ſhe-tr.en-is and 
I went to an aſſembly, where he happened to be with 
his ducheſs, in order to hear a concert of vocal and 
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inſtrumental muſic. We chanced to place ourſelves 
pretty near the duchels, who was pleaſed to take it 
amiſs that I ſhould preſume to appear in a place where 
ſhe was, and nt a meſſage to me, by one of her wo- 
men, deſiring that I would immediately withdraw. 1 
returned an iniolent anſwer; which incenſed the du- 
chels ſo much, that ſhe complained of it to her huſ. 
band, who came to me in perſon, and ſaid, Retire, 
Lucinda ; ; though noblemen of my rank attach them- 
ſelves to luch little creatures as you, they muſt not 
forget themſelves altogether: if we love you more 


than our wives, we honour our wives more than you ; 


and as often as you have the infolence to put your- 
elves in competition with them, you will always have 
the mortification to be treated with indignity.“ 
& Luckily for me, the duke ſpoke this in a tone of 
voice ſo low, that not one word was overheard by the 


people around us. I withdrew, covered with ſhame,” 
and wept with vexation for the affront I had received. 


To crown my confuilon, the actors and actreſſes got 


notice of the adventure that very evening : one would 


think theſe people entcrtain a demon, who delights 
in reporting to one whatever happens to another. If 
an actor, for example, is guilty of ſome extravagant 
action in a debauch, or an actreſs enters into articles 
with a rich gallant, the company is immediately in- 
formed of the circumſtance. All my comrades, there- 
fore, knew what happened at the concert; and God 
knows how they rejoiced at my expence! A ſpirit of 


charity, which reigns among them, uſually manifeſts 


itſelt on theſe occaſions. I put myſelf, however, above 
their tittle-tattle, and conſoled myſelf for the loſs of 
the Duke de Medina Celi ; for he viſited me no more, 
and I learned a few days after that a Carthuſian nun 
had made a conquelt of him. 

% When a lady belonging to . theatre has the 
good fortune to be in vogue, ihe cannot want lovers; 
and the paſſion of a grander, though it does not Ja 
above tliee days, greatly enhances her price. I found 


myleit beſieged with adorers, as ſoon as it was known 
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5 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 83 
in Madrid that the duke had forſaken me. Thoſe ri- 
vals whom I had ſacrificed to him, more captivated 
by my charms than ever, returned in crowds, as can- 
didates for my favour : I received homage from a 
thouſand other hearts, and was never ſo much in faſn- 
jon before. Of ail the men who courted my graces, a 
fat German, gentleman to the Duke d'Oſſuna, ſeemed 
the moſt cager. He had not a very amiable perſon, 


but attracted my attention by a thouſand piktoles, - 


which he had amaſſed in the ſervice of his maſter, and 
which he ſquandered away, in order to be deemed 
worthy of being in the lift of my happy gallants. As 
long as this worthy admirer, whoſe name was Bru» 
tandorf, had money to ſpend, I gave him a favoura- 
ble reception; but, when he was ruined, he found my 
door always ſhut againſt him. This proceeding of 
mine diſpleaſed him; and he came to ſearch tor me at 
the theatre during the play. He found me behind 
the ſcenes, and began to reproach me tor my ingrati- 
' tude, I laughed in his face; at which he was enrag- 
ed, and lent me a box on the ear, like a rude German 
as he was, I ſhrieked aloud; interrupted the repre- 
ſentation; appeared upon the ſtage; and, addreſſing 
myſclt to the Duke d'Oſſuna, who was preſent with 
the ducheſs his lady, demanded juſtice for the German 
behaviour of his gentleman, The duke ordered us to 
go on With the play; and ſaid, he would hear the 
parties when we had finiſhed the piece. As ſoon as it 
was over, I preſented myſelf, in a good deal of emo- 
tion, before the duke, and ſignified my gfevance in a 
pathetic manner, As tor the German, he employed 
but two words in his defence: he laid, That far from 
repenting of what he had done, he would do it 
again on the ſame provocation. Both parties being 
heard, the Duke d' Oſſuna ſaid to my adveriary, “ Bru. 
randort, I difraits you from my ſervice; let me never 
ſee your tace again. Not that I mind your having 
ruck an adreſs, but am offended at your want of 
reſpect to your maſter and miſtrets, by pretuming to 
diſturb the entertainment in their preſence,”? 
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my account with ſeeing the gentleman undergo ſome 
terrible infliction. This diſagreeable event undeceived 


domeſtics than a maid: ſervant and a page, to whom I 
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This ſentence I could not digeſt: I was mortally 
piqued becauſe the German had not been turned away 
on account of his inſolence to me: I imagined that 
ſuch an affront put upon an actreſs onght to have been 
as ſeverely puniſhed as petty treaſon, and I had laid 


and convinced me, that the world always makes a 
diſtinction between the players and the characters they 
repreſent. I was, for this reaſon, diſguſted with the 
ſtage, which I reſolved to abandon, and go to live at 
a great diſtance trom Madrid. I accordingly choſe 
the city of Valencia for the place cf my retreat; and 
thither I repaired incognito, with the value of twenty 
thouſand ducats in jewels and caſh : a fortune, as [ 
thought, ſufficient to maintain me during the reſt of 
my days; fince I deſigned to lead a very retired life, 
I took a ſmall houſe at Valencia, and had no other 


was as little known as to the whole city. I pretended M N. 
to be the widow of an officer of the king's houſhold; We 
and fa:d I came to ſettle at Valencia, becauleit had the Pt 
reputation of being one of the moſt agreeable places 5 
in Spain. I ſaw but very little company, and ob- cl 
ſerved ſuch a regular conduc, that I was never ſfuſ- WI ” 
pected of having been an actreſs, In ſpite of my care, 10 
however, to keep myſelf concealed, I attracted the 10 
notice of a gentleman, who had a country-houſe near 8 
Paterna. He was a very well made cavalier, between a 


thirty. five and forty years of age, but withal a noble- Il b 
man very much in debt; which is no great rarity in MW ” 
the kinedom of Valencia, more than in other countries. 0 
& This Signior Hidalgo,“ finding my perſon to his = 
liking, wanted to know if I could anſwer his purpoſe 
in ober reſets : for this end, he uncoupled his ipies 1 
to make diſcoveries; and had the pleaſure to learn Se 
from their report, that, beſides ſome ſhare of beauty, f 
I was a widow of a good fortune. He looked upon | 
me, therefore, as a ſuitable match; and, in a little l 


® Hidalgo is a Spaniſh word, figrifying a gentleman. 
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time, an honeſt old gentlewoman came to my houſe, 
and told me, from him, that being equally charmed 
with my beauty and virtue, he made a tender of his 
heart, and was ready to conduct me to the altar, as 
ſoon as I would favour him with my hand. I aſked 
three days to deliberate upon his propoſal, and inform 
myſelf of his character; which was ſo engaging, that, 
although IT was not ignorant of his ſituation, I eaſily 
determined to marry him in a ſhort time after. 

Don Manuel de Xercia, ſo was my huſband called, 
carried me immediately to his caſtle, that had a very 
antique air, of which he was not a little vain, He 

pretended that one of his anceſtors had cauſed it to be 
built ; and from thence concluded, that there was not 
a more ancient houſe in Spain than that of Xercia, But 
this title of nobility, fair as it was, had Jike to have 
been deſtroyed by time; for the caſtle, which they 
were obliged to prop up in ſeveral parts, threatened 
immediate ruin. How happy, therefore, was Don 
Manuel in marrying me! more than halt of my money 
was employed in reparations z and the reſt ſerved to 
put us in a condition of making a figure in the country. 

Behold me then (to uſe the expreſſion) in a new world, 
changed into the nymph of a caſtle, and lady of a pa- 
riſh. Here was a metamorphoſis | and I was too good 
an actreſs, not to ſupport with dignity the ſplendour 
with which I was inveſted by my rank. I aflumed 
lofty theatrical airs, which made the village conceive 
an high idea of my birth. How merry would they have 
been at my expence, had they known the truth of the 

| matter! The mobility in the neighbourhood would 
| have beſtowed upon mea thouland taunts, and the pea- 
 ſants abated a great deal of the reſpect they ſhewed, 
I had lived happily near fix years with DonManuel, 
when he died, leaving my affairs in great perplexity, 
with your ſiſter Beatrice, then going in her fifth year. 

The caſtle, which was all the eſtate we had, was un- 
luckily engaged to ſeveral creditors, the chief of whom 
was one Bernard Aſtuto“, whoſe name ſeemed very 

_ * Afiuto in the Spaniſh Language, ſignifies craft or cunning, | 
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well adapted to his character: he practiſed at Valey- 


cia the buſineſs of an attorney, which he exerciſed 
with conſummate ſkill, having ſtudied the law in order 
to quality himſelf for cheating with the greater dex. 
terity. What a terrible creditor he was! a caſtle un- 
der the claws of ſuch an attorney, is like a pigeon in 
the talons of a kite. Accordingly, Signior Attuto, 
as ſoon as he was appriſed of the death of my huſband, 
did not fail to beſiege the caſtle, which he would un- 
doubtedly have blown up, by the mines that chicanery 
began to prepare, had not my good genius interpoſed, 
and ordered it {o as that my beſieger became my ſlave. 


] had the good fortune to captivate him, during an in- 


terview we had on the ſubject of the Iaw-ſuit. I 
{p:red nothing, I own, to inſpire him with a pafſion 
for me; the defire of ſaving my land made me prac. 


tiſe upon him all thofe Janguiſhing airs which had of— 


ten ſucceeded fo well, Notwithſtanding all my art, I 
was afraid of being baffled by the attorney, who was 
ſo ingulphed in buſineſs that he did not ſeem ſuſcep- 
tible of an amorous impreſſion. Nevertheleſs, this 
ſullen, aukward {crawler took more pleaſure in looking 
at me than I imagined.” * Madam,” faid he, 1 
know not how to make love: I have always applied 
to my profeſſion ſo cloſely as to negle& the methods 
and cuſtoms of gallantry ; but, however, I am not ig- 
norant of the eſſential part; and, therefore, to come to 
the point, I aſſure you, that if you will give me your 
hand, we will burn the whole proceedings; I will 
bubble the other creditors who join in the ſuit againſt 
you; you ſhall enjoy the life-rent, and your daughter 
the property of the land,” My own intereſt, and that 
of Beatrice, did not permit me to heſitate; I accepted 
the propoſal, and the attorney kept his promiſe. He 
turned his arms againft the reſt of the creditors, and 
ſecured me in the poſſeſſion of my caftle ; and this, 
perhaps, was the firſt time of his having befriended 
the widow and the orphan. 

J became, therefore, an attorney's wile, without 
ecaſing to be lady of the pariſh, But this new mar« 
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riage coſt me the eſteem of the gentry in + Vo :lencia, 
The women of taſhion looked upon me as one who had 
degenerated, and therefore would nut viſit me: fo that 
T was obliged to confine myſelf to an acquaintance 
among citizens; a circumſtance that gave me ſome 
unealinels at firit, becauſe J had been for fix years ac- 
cuitomed to correſpond with none but ladies of diſtine- 
tion: but I foon conloled myſelf, and became ac- 

uainted with the wives of a ſcrivener and two attor- 
nies, whole charaGters were plcatant enough; there 
was ſomething ridiculous in their behaviour, that di— 
verted me very much. Theſe ſmall gentry believed 
themſelves ladies of ſome conſideration. Alas! faid 
I ſometimes to myſelf, when I iaw them forget them- 
ſelves, this 1s the way of the world ; every one thinks 
herſelf better than her neighbour, I imagined that 
actreſſes were the only people that did not know them 
ſelves ; but I find that citizens? wives are not a whit 
more reaſonable, L wiſh that, by way of puniſhment, 
they were obliged to keep in their houſes the pictures 
of their grandtathers : in good faith they would not 
place them in the moſt trequeatcd apartment. 
& After having been married four years, Signior Ber- 
nardo Aſtuto fell ſick, and died without children; fo 
that, with what he had ſettled upon me at our marri- 
age, and the money I was left in poſſeiſion of, I found 
myſelf a rich widow, and had the reputation of being 
ſo. On this report, a Sicilian gentieman, whote name 
was Colifichini, reſolved to attach himſelf to me in 
order to zuin or eſpoule me, for he left nie the choice, 
He had come from Palermo to {ſee Spain, and after 
having lat;sfizd his curiofity, waited (as he ſaid) at 
Valencia, for an opportunity of repaſſing into Sicily. 
This gentleman was not mote than five-and- twenty 
years or age, genteclly thaped, though (mall; in ſhort, 
J liked his appearance. He found means to tpeak 
with me in private, and I will frankly own, that I 
became madly fond of him on our firſt interview. On 
huis fide, the little rogue ſeemed quite captivated with 
my charms z and I believe (God forgive me!) we 
| H 2 | 
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ſhould have married one another immediately, had the 
attorney's death, which was ftill recent, permitted me 
to contract a new engagement ſo ſoon: but, ever ſince 
I had fallen into the taſte of matrimony, I maintained 
the punctilios of decorum, _. 

& We agreed, therefore, to defer our marriage for 
ſome time, out of decency : in the mean time, Colih- 
chini continued his addreſſes ; and his paſſion, far from 
abating, ſeemed to increale daily, The poor young 
man was not very well provided with caſh ; I per- 


ceived it, and he ro longer wanted money: for, be- 


ſides that I was almoſt twice his age, I remembered 
that I had laid the men under contribution in my 
youth, and I looked upon what I now did, as a reſti- 
tution that acquitted my conſcience. We waited as 
patiently as we could, for the expiration of the time 
preſcribed by cuſtom for women to remain in a ſtate of 
widowhood : and then went to the altar, where we 
mutually bound ourſelves in the indiſſoluble ties of 
wedlock: we afterwards retired to my caſtle ; where, 
I may ſay, we lived two years, not ſo much like a 


huſband and wife, as two tender lovers. But, alas! 
we were not deſtined to be long happy in one another; 
a fatal pleuriſy robbed me of my dear Colifichini.” _ 
Here 1 interrupted my mother, crying, „Hold, 


Madam! your third huſband dead too! you muſt cer- 
tainly be a very dangerous tenement.” What could 
I do, fon?” anſwered Lucinda; „was it in my 
power to prolong the days that Heaven had numbered? 


If I have loſt three huſbands, I could not help it. 


Two of them I regretted very much; he for whom I 
had the leaſt regard was the attorney; as J married 


him out of intereſt, I eaſily conſoled myſelf for his 


death. But,“ added ſhe, “ to return to Colifichin 
I muſt tell you, that a few months after his deceale, 
having a mind to go and ſee, with my own eyes, a 
country-houſe near Palermo, which he had aſſigned to 
me as a jointure in our contract of marriage, I em- 
barked, with my daughter, for Sicily; but we were 


taken in our paſlage by the veſſels of the Dey of Al- 
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giers, and conducted into this city, Happily for us, 
you chanced to be on the ſpot where we were put up to 
fale, otherwiſe we might have fallen into the hands of 
ſome barbarous maſter, who would have mal-treated 
us, and under whom ve might have paſſed our whole 
life in bondage, without your knowing any thing of 
the matter.” | 

Such was my mother's narration 3 after which, 
gentlemen, I gave her the bel} apartment of my houſe, 
with the liberty of living as ſhe ſhould think proper; 
a permiſſion that ſhe reliſhed very much. She had 
contracted ſuch a habit of being in love, from the re- 
peated attacks of that paiſion, that ſhe mult abſolutely 
have either a huſband or a gallant, At firſt ſhe caft 
her eyes on ſome of my ſlaves; but Haly Pagelin, a 
Greek renegado, who came frequently to the houſe, 
ſoon ingrolſed her attention. She conceived a more 
violent paſſion for him than ever ſhe felt for Colifi- 
chini, and ſhe was ſo much miſtreſs of the art of pleaſ- 

ing, that ſhe found the ſecret of charming him alſo. IL 
winked at their intelligence, and thought of nothing 
then but my return into Spain. The Dey, having al- 
ready permitted me to fit out a veſſel, to cruize and 
commit piracy, I was buſied in making preparations; 
and eight days before they were finiſhed, ſaid to Lu- 
cinda, „Madam, we ſhall depart from Algiers in a 
very little time, and lote ſight of that place which you 
deteſt to much.“ | | LO 

My mother grew pale at theſe words, and remained 
ſpeechleſs. At which being ftrangely ſurprized— 
„ What do I ſee, Madam!”? ſaid 1: what is the 
meaning of that conſternation in your looks? you 
ſeem to be afflicted, rather than rejoiced, at what I 
tell you! I thought I ſhould have made you happy 
with the news of every thing's heing ready for our 
departure. Have you no longer any deſire, then, of 
repaſſing into Spain ?*? “ None at all, fon,” anſwered 
my mother; J have had ſo much affliction in that 
Kingdom, that I renounce it for ever.” „What do 
I hear!” cried I, in a tranſport of grief. Ah! tay 
| | Hz Oe 
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| rather, that love detaches you from it. O Heavens! 


I uſed many more arguments to diſſuade her from 


| ane 
{ what a change is here! When you arrived in this m\ 

| city, every object that preſented itlelf was odious to for 

your eyes: But Ha'y Pagelin has altered your diſpo- 

| fition.** # don't deny it,“ replied Lucinda; „1 ſl; 
| love that renegade, whom I deſign to take for my Ac 
| fourth huſband.” —* What an abandoned project!“ th 
| ſaid I, interrupting her with horror: & would you as 
4 marry a Muſſulman? You forget that you are a at 
it Chriſtian ; or, rather, you never was one but in name, B 
|! Ah, mother! what are you about to do? You have g 
j reſolved upon your own perdition, by voluntarily em. n 
0 bracing that which I was compelled to by neceſſity.“ if 


c 
her defizn; but I harangued to no purpoſe: the had 1 
formed her reſolution ; and, not contented with fol. 1 { 
lowing her own wicked inclination, and quitting me to W t 
: 
[ 


— — — — OE en 


live with that renegade, ſhe wanted to carry Beatrice 
along with her alſo: but" this I oppoted. Ah, 
wretched Lucinda,“ ſaid I to her; „if nothing is 
able to reſtrain you, at leaſt abandon vourſelt-alone to 
the fury that poſſeſſes your imagination; don't drag a 
young innocent creature to the precipice from whence 
you intend to throw yourlelf,* Lucinda went away 
without making any reply, and I believed that a re- 
maining ray of reaton enlightened and hindered her 
from being obſtinate in demanding her daughter. But 
how little was I acquainted with my mother! T wo 
days after, one ot my flaves ſaid to me, „“ Signior, 
take care of yourſelf; one of Pagelin's captives tas 
imparted a thing to me, of which you cannot take the 
advantage too ſoon. Your mother has changed ner 
religion: and, to puniſh you for refuſing to let ber 
carry off Beatrice, is reſolved to inform the Dey of 
. your intended flight.” I did not doubt one moment 

that Lucinda was capable of doing what my ſlave men- 

tioned, I had opportunities of ſtudying the lady, and 

perceived, that, by the habit of acting ſanguinary 

parts in tragedies, ſhe was ſo familiarized to guiit, 

that ſhe could have cauſed me to be burnt alive; 
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ADVENTURES OF CIL BLAS. 91 
and, I believe, woul have been no more affected at 
my death, than with the cataſtrophe of a dramatic per- 
formance, 

Willing, therefore, not to neglec the advice of my 
ſlave, I haſtened wy embarkation, and hired Turks, 
according to the cuſtom of the cortairs of Algiers, when 
they go on a cruize; but I hired no more than ſuch 
as were neceſſary to keep me unſuſpected, and fet fail 
as ſoon as poſſible with all my ſlaves, and my fitter 
Beatrice. You may wel] believe, that I did not for- 
get to carry off, at the ſame time, all my jewels and 
money, which might amount to the value of fix thou» 

> ſand ducats. When we got to fea, we began by ſe- 
curing the Turks, whom we eaſily chained, becauſe 

my ſlaves were more numerous than they: and we had 

> ſuch a favourable wind, that, in a little time, we made 
the coaſt of Italy; and arrived, without the leaſt bad 
accident, in the harbour of Leghorn, where I believe 

the whole city crowded to ſee us come alltre. The 
father of my ſlave Azarini being among the ſpectators, 

buy accident or curichty, ſurveyed all the captives, with 

great attention, as they diſembarked; but though he 

| ſought amongit them the features of his ton, he little 

| expected to fee him again. What tranſports and em- 

braces were the conſequence of their meeting when 
they recoliefted one another! FF | 

As ſoon as Azarini l-d told his father who J was, 
and what Drought me to Leghorn, the old man obliged 
me, as well as Beatrice, to lodge at his houſe. I thall 
Pais over in filence the detail of a thouſand things 
which I was obliged to periorm, in being re-admitted 
into the boſom of the church; and only obſerve, that I 
abjured Mahometaniſm much more heartily than I em- 
braced it. After having entirely purged myſelf of the 
gall of Algiers, I ſold my veſſel, and tet all my ſlaves 
at liberty: as for the Turks, they were detained in 
priſon at Leghorn, in order to be exchanged for Chriſ- 
tians, I received the beſt of treatment from both the 
Azarinis, the younger of whom married my fitter Bea- 
tice, who was, indeed, no bad match for lum; being a 
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92 ADVENTURES OF GIL BIAS. | 
gentleman's daughter, and heirels of the caſtle of Xcr. 
cia, which my mother had taken care to farm out to a 
rich peaſant of Paterna, when ſhe retolved upon her 
paſſage into Sicily. 0 | 8 85 | 

Having ſtaid ſome time at Leghorn, I ſet out for Flo. 
rence, which I longed much to ſee, and whither 1 did 
not go without letters of recommendation. Azarini, 
the father, had friends at the Grand Dute's court, to 
whom he introduced me as a Spaniſh gentleman, his 
ally; and I pretixed Don to my name, imitating in 
that a great many Spaniſh plebeians, who, when they 
are out of their own country, aſſume that title of ho- 
nour without ceremony. LI boldly, therefore, called 
myſelt Don Raphael; and as I had brought from Al- 
giers a lufficiency to ſupport my diguity, appeared at 


court in a iplendid manner. The gentleman to whom 


Azarini had wrote in my tavour, gave out that I was a 
perſon of quality; ſo that his teitimony, together with 
the airs I aſſumed, made me eaſily paſs for a man of 
importance. I ſoon got acquainted with the principal 


noblemen, who preſented me to the Grand Duke, whom 


J had the good fortune to pleaie ; Upon which I bent 
my whole endeavour to make my court to that prince, 
and ſtudy his diſpoſition. I liftened attentively to what 
the oldeſt courtiers ſaid to him; and by their diſcourſe 
diſcovered his inclinations. Among other things, I 
obſerved that he loved raillery, good itories, and tailies 
of wit, I modelled myſelf accordingly ; and every 
morning marked in my pocket-book the {tories I de- 
ſigned for the day, I had tuch a number of them in 
my memory, that my budget might be taid to have 


been full; and yet, in {pite of all my management, it 


was emptied apace, in ſuch a manner, that I ſhould 
either have been obliged to uſe repetition, or ſhew that 
J was at the end of my apophthegms; if my genius, 
fruittul in fiction, had not furniſhed me with abun— 
dance. But I compoſed tales of gallantry and humour, 
that were very entertaining to the Grand Duke; and, 
as it often happens with profeſſed wits, in tire morn» 
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ing I invented bright expreſſions, which I uttered as un- 
premeditated ſallies in the afternoon. | 

I even elevated myſelf into a poet, and conſecrated 
my mule to the praiſe of the prince. I freely own, in- 
deed, that my verſe was none of the beſt, therefore not 
much criticiſed ; but, had it been better, I queſtion if it 
would have been better received by the Grand Duke, who 
ſeemed very well {atisfied with my talents; the matter, 
perhaps, hindered him from finding fault. Be that as it 
will, this prince inſenſibly took ſuch a liking to me, as 
gave umbrage to the courtiers. They endeavoured to 
diſcover who I was, but did not ſucceed. Getting no- 
tice, however, that I had been a renegade, they did 
not fail to inform the prince of it, in hopes of injuring 
my character; but this they could not accompliſh z on 
the contrary, the Grand Duke one day obliged me to 
give him a faithful account of my voyage to Algiers, 
J obeyed ; and my adventures, which I did not at all 
diſguiſe, afforded him infinite pleaſure. 

« Don Raphael,” ſaid he, when I had finiſhed the re- 
lation, „I have a regard for you; and will give you 
a mark of it, which will not permit you to doubt of 


my friendſhip. I will make you the depoſitory of my 


ſecrets; and to begin with an inſtance of my confidence, 
I muſt te}] you that I am in love with the wite of one 
of my miniſters. She is the moſt amiable lady of my 
court, but at the ſame time the moſt virtuous. Shut 
up amidſt her family, and ſolely attached to a huſband 
whom ſhe adores, the ſeems ignorant of the noiſe her 


charms make in Florence. Judge you if this muſt not 


be a difficult conqueſt. Nevertheleſs, this beauty, in- 
acceſſible as ſhe is to lovers, has deigned ſometimes to 
hear my ſighs: I have found means to ſpeak to her in 
private, and to acquaint her with the ſentiments of 
my heart; but I don't flatter myſelf with the hope of 
having inſpired her with mutual love; ihe has never 
given me cauſe to form ſuch an agreeable idea. I don't, 
however, deſpair of pleaſing her by my aſſiduity, and 
the myiterious conduct I ſhall take care to obſerve. 
© My paſſion for that lady, added he,“ is not know 
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94 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 

to any body but herſelf; for, inſtead of conſulting my 
Inclination without conſtraint, and acting the love. 
reign, I conceal the knowledge of my flame from all 
the world; a piece of delicacy which I think IT owe to 
Maicarini, the huſband of her J love: his zeal, attach- 
ment, ſervices, and probity, oblige me to conduct my- 
ſelf with great ſecreſy and circumſpection. I would 
not plunge a dagger into the boſom of that unhappy 
huſband, by declaring myſelf the lover of his wife; but 
with that he may always remain ignorant, if poſſible, 
of the flame that conſumes me; for I am perſuaded 
that he would die of grief, if he knew the confidence [ 
now repoſe in you. I conceal my fteps, therefore, and 


am reſolved to make uſe of you, in expreſſing to Lu- 


cretia all the pangs I ſuffer by the reftraint which ſhe 
impoſes upon me: you ſhall be the interpreter of my 
ſentiments, and I don't at ail doubt, that you will ac- 


quit yourſelf of the commiſſion to a miracle, Contract 
an acquaintance with Maſcarini, endeavour to gain 


his friendſhip, inſinuate yourſelf into his houſe, and 
procure the liberty of converſing with his wife. This 


is what I expect of you, and what J aſſure myſelf you 
will perform with all the diſcretion and addreſs that 


ſuch a delicate employment requires.“ 


I promiſed to do all that lay in my power to juſtify 


the confidence he honoured me with, and contribute to 


the ſucceſs of his flame; and ſoon kept my word with 


him. I ſpared nothing to pleaſe Maſcarini, and ac- 
compliſhed my end with eaſe. Charmed to find his 
friendſhip courted by a man who was beloved of his 


prince, he met my advances half-way : his houſe was 


open to me; I had free acceſs to his lady; and, I dare 
fay, behaved myſelf fo well, that he had not the lealt 
ſuſpicion of the negociation intruſted to my care. Jt is 
true, indeed, for an Italian, he was not much addicted 
to jealouſy ; he depended upon the virtue of Lucretia, 
and ſhutting himſelf up in his cloſet, left me treque: 


alone with her. I went roundly to work the very rt 


opportunity; entertained the lady with the paiſon 0: 
the Grand Duke, and told her, that my ſole deſign in 
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ADVENTURES OP IL BLAS. 
coming to her houſe, was to talk to ber of that prince. 
She did not ſeem captivated by him; and yet, I per- 


| Lee that her vanity hindered her from rejecting his 


addreſſes: She took pleaſüre in hearing them, without 
feeling any inclination to anſwer his deſires. She did 
not want underſtanding but ſhe was a woman; and LI 
obſerved that her virtue yielded infentibly to the ſuperb 
idea of having a ſovereign in her chains. In ſhort, the 
prince. had reaſon to flatter himſelf, that, without em- 
ploying the violence of a Tarqun, he would ſee Lu- 
cretia ſubjected to his love. An accident, however, 
which he little expected, deſtroy ed his hope, as yu 
ſhall preſently hear. 

I ara naturally impudent among women; having ac- 


quired that qualification (I know not whether it be 


good or bad) among the Turks. Lucretia was hand- 
ſome, and I, forgetting that I was only to act the part 
of an ambaſſador „ talked to her on my own ſcore, of- 
fering my ſervices with all the gallantry I was maſter of. 


Inſtead of being ihocked at my audaciouſneſs, and re- 


plying in a rage, the ſaid, with a ſmile,—** You muſt 
own, Don Raphael, that the Grand Duke has made 
choice of a very faithful and zealons minifter, who 
ſerves him with an integrity never enough to be com- 
mended !''— 
* don't let us examine things too ſcrupulouſly; but lay 
aſide thole reflections, which I know very well are not 
at all favourable to me. I abandon myſelf to my 
paſſion; and, after all, don't believe myſelf the firſt 
confidant of a prince who has betrayed his maſter in 
affairs of gallantry; for the great have often danger - 
ous rivals in their meſſengers of pleaſure.” “ That 
may be,“ teplied Lucretia; 4 but as for my part, I 
am ſo high- ſpirited, that nobody under the degree of a 
prince mall ever make an impreſſion upon my heart. 
Conduct vourſelf accordingly,“ added ſhe, growing 
lerious; „ and let us change the diſcourſe, I am 
willing to forget what you have ſaid, on condition 
that you ſhall never talk to me again in the ſame man- 
ner; otherwiſe you may chance to repent it.“ 


„% Madam,“ ſaid I, with the fame air, 
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96 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 
Although this was an advertiſement to the reader, 
of which I ought to have taken the advantage, I did 
not leave off entertaining Maſcarini's wife with my 
paſſion; I even preſſed her with more ardour than ever 
to make ſuitable returns to my tenderneſs, and was 
raſh enough to take liberties. Upon which the Jadr, 
being affronted with my diſcourſe and Muſſulman be— 
haviour, checked me abruptly, threatened to make the 
Grand Duke acquainted with my inſolence; and at- 
ſured me, that ſhe would deſire him to puniſh me as 
J delerved. I was piqued, in my turn, at theſe me- 
naces; my love changed into hate; and, determined 
to be revenged upon Lucretia for her contempt, I went 
in queſt of her huſband, whom, after that he had {worn 
that he would not expoſe me, I informed of the cor- 
reſpondence between his wife and the prince, not for. 
getting to paint her very amorous, in order to make 
the ſcene more intereſting. The miniſter, to prevent 
all accidents, ſhut up his ſpouſe, without any other 
form of proceſs, in a ſecret apartment, where ſhe was 
guarded by people on whom he could rely. While 
the was thus ſurrounded by ſpies, who hindered her 
from informing the Grand Duke of her fituation, I 
told that prince, with a melancholy air, that he muit no 
more think of Lucretia; that Maſcarini had, doubt 
leſs, diſcovered the whole affair, ſince he had taken it 
into his head to watch his wife; that I could not 
imagine what had alarmed his ſuſpicion of me, for! 
thought I had always behaved with a good deal of ad- 
dreſs ; that the lady, perhaps, had confeſſed the whole 
to her huſband, in concert with whom ſhe had allowed 
herſelf to be locked up, in order to avoid thoſe impor- 
tunities which alarmed her virtue. The prince ſcemed 
very much afflicted at my report : I was touched with 
his grief, and repented more than once of what I bed 
done; but it was too late: beſides, I confeſs that 1 


felt a malicious joy, when I repreſented to myſelt the 
condition- to which I had reduced the proud woman 


who had diidained my paſſion. 


I enjoyed, with impunity, the pleaſure of revenge, 
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which is ſo ſweet to all the world, ard in particular 


to Spaniards 3 when the Grand Duke being one day 
in company with five cr ſix of his courtiers and me, 
ſaid, „In what manner do you thixk a man ought to 
he punithed, who has dared to abule the confidence of 
his prince, and attempted to deprive him of his miſ- 
treſs ?? He ought,”? ſaid one, “to be tied to the 
tails of four horſes, and torn to pieces.” Another 
was of opinion, that he ſhould be mauled to death. 
The leaſt crucl of thole Italians, and he whoſe ſentence 
was moſt favourable to the celinquent, ſaid, That he 
would be ſatisfied with cauſing him to be thrown from 
the top of a high tower. „And what is the opinion 
of Don Raphael! : reſumed the Grand Duke. 1 
am perſuaded that the Spaniards are as ſevere as the 
Italians in ſuch conjunttures,”? 

I eably comprehended, as you may believe, that 
Maſcurini had not kept his oath or, that his wife had 
found means to apprize the prince of what had paſſed 
between her and me; and my confuſion appeared plain 
on my countenance. Nevertheleſs, diſconcerted as L 
was, I anſwered with a reſolute tone, “Sir, the Spa- 
niards are more generous : they would pardon the con- 
fident on ſuch an occaſion; and, by their goodneſs, 
raiſe in his ſoul an eternal regret for having betrayed 
them.“ „ Well,“ ſaid the prince, „“ find myſelf 
capable of ſuch generoſity. 
J have none but myſelf to blame, for having beſtowed 
my confidence upon a man whom I did not know, 
and whom I had reaſon to diſtruſt, after what I had 
heard of his character. Don Raphael, added he, 
„this is the manner in which I will avenge my ſelf: 
quit my dominions immediately, and let me never ſee 
your face again.“ TI withdrew on the inſtant, not fo 
much afflicted with my diſgrace, as rejoiced at coming 


off ſo cheaply ; and the very next. day embarked in a 


vetſc] that ſailed from Leghorn, on its return to Bar- 
celona.“ 


I interrupted Don Raphael in this part of his hiſtory, 


by ſaying, For a man of underſtanding, methinks N 
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98 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 
committed a great blunder, in neglecting to leave 
Florence immediately after the diſcovery you made 
to Maſcarini of the prince's paſſion for Lucretia; 
yon ſhould have concluded, that the Grand Duke 
would ſoon come to the knowledge of your infideiity.? 
I grant it," replied the ſon of Lucinda; and, not. 


_ withſtanding the aſſurance which the miniſter gave me, 


of not expoſing me to the reſentment of the prince, I 
propoſed to ditappear in a very ſhort time. 

I arrived at Barcelona,” continued he, „with the 
remainder of the wealth I brought from Algiers ; the 
beſt part of which I had diſſipated at Florence, in the 
character of the Spaniſh gentleman. I did not ſtay 
long in Catalonia; for, having a longing deſire to re- 
viſit Madrid, the charming place of my nativity, I 
fatisfied, as ſoon as poſſible, the defire that impelled 
me. When I arrived in that city, I took furniſhed 
lodgings, by accident, at a houſe where a lady lived, 
whoſe name was Camilla; and who, though no miner, 
was a very engaging creature. I take Signior Gil 
Blas to witneſs, who ſaw her much about that time 
at Valladolid. She had ſtill more wit than beauty, 
and never had a ſhe-adventurer better talents for de- 
coying dupes : but ſhe was none of thoſe coquettes 


who hoard up the offerings of their gallants; when 


ſhe had pillaged a man of buſineſs, ſhe ſhared his 

ſpoils with the firſt ſharper ſhe found to her liking. 
We loved one another at firſt ſight; and the con- 

formity of our manners joined us fo cloſely, that we 


| ſoon had every thing in common. Our fortunes, in- 


deed, were not very conſiderable, and therefore we 
ſpent them in a very little time. Neither of us, un- 
luckily, minded any thing but our pleaſure, or made 
the leaſt uſe of the talents we had, to live at our neigh- 
bours' expence. But miſery, at laſt, awakened our ge- 
ninſes, which pleaſure had benumbed : and Camilla 
ſaid to me, My dear Raphael, let us make a diver- 
fion, my friend, and renounce a fidelity that ruins us 
both: you may captivate a rich wicow, and I may 
charm ſome nobleman ; for, if we continue faithful. 
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to one another, here will he two fortunes loſt.” — 
“% Fair Camilla!” I replied, “you have anticipated 
me; I was going to make the ſame propoſal to you, 
I aſſent to your ſcheme, my queen: yes, for the better 
ſupport of our mutual flame, let us attempt advanta- 
geous conqueſts ; the infidelities we ſhall commit, 
will turn to triumps in the end.“ 

This convention being made, we took the field, and 
made conſiderable motions at firſt, without being able 
to encounter what we ſought: Camilla could light 
upon none but beaus; that is to ſay, gallants who had 
not a penny in their pockets ; and I could meet with 
no women, but ſuch as loved better to levy contribu- 
tions than to pay them. As. cur arts were uſeleſs in 
love, we had recourſe to ſtratagems, and performed ſo 
many, that our fame reached the ears of the corregi- 
dor ; and that fevere judge for the devil ordered one 
of his alguazils to apprehend us ; but this officer being 
as good-natured as the other was cruel, gave us time 
to quit Madrid, in conſideration of a ſmall ſum which 

we beſtowed upon him. We took the road to Valla- 
dolid, and fixed in that city; having hired a houſe, 
in which I lived with Camilla, who paſſed for my ſiſter, 
to avoid ſcandal. At firſt we kept our induſtry un- 
der the rein, aud began to ſtudy the ground before we 
ſhauld form any enterprize. | 8 5 
One day, a man accoſting me in the ſtreet, ſaluted 
me very civilly, faying—** Signior Don Raphael, do 
you know me?” I aniwered, „No.“ Upon which 
he reſumed, „But I recolle&t you; I have ſeen you 
at the court of Tuſcany, where I then belonged to the 
Grand Duke's guards. I quitted the ſervice of that 
prince. ſome months ago, and am come to Spain with 
an Italian of great fineſſe: we have been three weeks 
at Valladolid, and lodge with a Caſtilian and Galli- 
cian, who are, without contradiction, two young fel- 
lows of honour. We live together by the work of 
our hands, make good cheer, and amuſe ourſelves like 
princes: if you will join us, you ſhall be agreeably 
received by my confederates ; for you always ſeemed 
4 3 
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to me to be a gallant man, of a diſpoſition not addid ed 


to ſcrvples, and a profeſſed brother of our order.“ 
The rogue's frankneſs excited mine. “ Since you 
ſpeak to me with ſo little referve,”” Jaid I do him, © it 
is but reaſonable that I ſhould explain myſelf in the 
fame manner to you. Indeed, I am not a novice in 
your profeſſion; and, if my modeſty would allow me 
to recount my exploits, you would ſee that you have 


not judged too advantageouſly of my talents ; but I 


will forbear to launch out in my own praiſe, and con- 
tent myſelf with aſſuring you, while I accept that 
place in your company Which is offered, that I will 
neglect nothing to approve myſelf worthy of your 
choice.“ As toon as [ ſignitied, to this ambidexter, 
my conſent to augment the number of his comrades, 
he conducted me to the place where they were, and in- 
troduced me to their acquaintance, It was here that 
J ſaw, for the fiſt time, the illuſtrious Ambroſe de 


Lamela. Thoſe gentlemen examined me touching my 


kill in the myſtery of appropriating to one's ſelf, with 
addrels, the effects of another. They wanted to know 
it I underitood the principles of their art; but I ſhewed 
them a great many ſtratagems which they did not know, 
and which excited their admiration of my ability. They 
were {till more aſtoniſhed, when, deſpiſing the dexterity 
of my hand, as a thing too common, I told them that 


I excelied in tricks which required the aſſiſtance of 


genius. To convince them ot this, I. recounted the 
adventure of Jerome de Moyadas; and, upon the 
{imple narration of that affair, they found me ſuch a 
ſuperior genius, that I was choſen their chief by una- 
nimous conlent. I ſoon juſtified their choice, by an 
infinite number of knaviſh detigns, which we put in 
practice, and of which I was, as it were, the inform= 
ing foul. When we had occaſion for an actreſs to 
carry on our piojects, we made ule of Camilla, who 


pertormed all her parts to admiration. 


About that time, our brother Ambroſe, being 
tempted to reviſit his native country, ſet out tor Gal- 
Iicia, atluring us, that we might depend upon his re- 
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turn. He ſatisfied his deſire; and, on his way back 
again, going to Burgos, with an intention of ſtriking 
ſome ſtroke, an innkeeper of his acquaintance intro- 
duced him to the ſervice of Signior Gil Blas of San- 
tillane, with whole affairs he did not fail to make him 
acquainted, Sigmer Gil Bias,” he added, addreſſing 
himſelf to me, you know how we rid you of your 
portmanteau, in our furniſhed lodgings at Valladolid, 
I don't doubt that you ſuſpected Ambroſe of being the 
chief inſtrument of that theſt; and you was in the 
right: for, at your arrival, he came and laid your 
ſituation before us; and we, the gentlemen underta— 
kers, regulated ourſelves accordingly. But you are 
ignorant of the conſequences of that adventure, which 
I will, therefore, let you know. Ambroſe and I car- 
ried off your portmanteau; and, mounting your mule, 
took the road to Madrid, without incumbering our- 
ſelves with Camilla, or the rett of our comrades; who, 
without doubt, were as much ſurpriſed as you at our 
non-appearance next day. 

On the ſecond day we changed our deſign ; ; and, in- 
ſtead of going to Madrid, which I had not quitted 
without cauſe, we paſſed by Jeberos, and continued 
our route as far as Toledo. In this city our firſt 
care was to dreſs ourſelves like gentlemen; then giv- 
ing ourſelves out for two brothers of Gallicia, Who 
travelled out of curicfity, we ſoon became acquainted 
wy th perſoris of character. As I had been ſo much 
accuſtomed: to act the man of quality, I was ealily 
miſtaken for ſuch; and people being uſually dazz ed 
by expence, we impoſed upon every body by the gal- 
lant treats we began to give io the ladies. Among the 
women whom J viſited, there was one who touched 
my heart: J found her fairer than Camilla, and a good 
deal younger. I was deſirous of knowing who ihe was, 
and learned that her name was Violante, and that her 
huſband was a gentleman who, cloyed already with 
her charms, puriued thoſe of a courtezan whom he 
loved. This piece of information was enough to de- 
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102 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, | 
termine me to eſtabliſh Violante the ſovereign lady of 
my affection. | | 
It was not long before ſhe perceived her conqueſt: 
T beg an to follow her every where, and commit a thou. 
{and impertinences, to perſuade her that I wanted no- 
thing more than to conſole her for the infidelity of her 
ſpouſe. The fair one made her reflections on the mat- 
ter, which were ſuch, that at laſt J had the pleaſure 


of knowing her approbation of my ſentiments. I re- 


ceived from her a billet, in anſwer to ſeveral which I 
had tent to her by one of thoſe old matrons who are 


o ſerviceable in Spain and Italy. The lady gave me 
to underſtand, that her huſband ſupped every evening 
with his miſtreſs, and did not come home before it was 
very late. That ſame night I went under the windows 
of Violante, and entered into a moſt tender converſa- 


tion with her: after which we agreed, at parting, to 
enjoy the ſame opportunity every night, at the ſame 
hour, without prejudice to the other acts of gallantry 
which we ſhould be permitted to exerciſe in the day. 
Hitherto Don Balthazar, the huſband of my princeſs, 
came off very cheaply; but I choſe to love naturally, 
and repaired one evening under the Jady's windows, 
with a deſign to tell her, that I could Jive no longer, it 
I did not enjoy a tete-a-tete with her in a place more 
{uitable to the exceſs of my love; an indulgence which 
I had not, as yet, been able to obtain. But juſt as [ 
got to the place, I_iaw a man come into the ſtreet, ho 


ſeemed to obſerve me: in effect, it was the huſband, 


who returned from the courtezan earlier than uſual, 
and who perceiving a cavalier ncar his houſe, inſtead 
of going in, walked to and fro in the ſtreet. I re- 
mained, for ſome time, unreſolved; but at laſt oeter- 
mined to accoſt Don Balthazar, whom I did not know, 
and to whom I was allo utterly unknown. “ S:gnior 
Cavalier,“ ſaid I to him, © pray leave the ſtreet free 


to me for one night; and I will do as much for you 


another time.“ „ Signior, he replied, © was 
going to make the ſame requeſt to you: I am in love 
with a girl, whom her brother guards like a dragon, 
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and who lives not above twenty paces from hence; o 
that I with there was nobody in the ſtreet.“ “ There 
is one way, ſaid I, of ſatisfying us both, without 
incommoding either : for,“ added I, ſhewing him his 
own houſe, “the lady whom I ſerve lodges there; 
and let us aſſiſt one another, if either of us ſhould be 
attacked.” © With all my heart, he replied, © 1 
will go to my rendezvous, and we will hack one ano- 
ther, ſhould there be occaſion.” So ſaying, he left 
me: but it was in order to obſerve me the better; 
and this the darkneſs of the night per mitted him to do 
with impunity. 

As for my part, I approached, i in ſecurity, the bal- 
cony of Violante, who ioon appeared, and we began to 
converſe together. I did not fail to inſiſt upon my 
queen's granting me a private interview in ſome parti- 
cular place. She reliſted my importunities a little, to 
enhance the value of the favour which I demanded ; 
then dropping a letter, which ſhe took out of her 
pocket, „ Hold,“ faid ſhe, * you will and in this 
billet the promiſe of what you fo earneſtly deſire. 
She afterwards withdrew, becaule the hour at which 
ber huſband uſually returned was at hand; upon which 
] ſecured the billet, and advanced to the place where 
Don Baltbazar ſaid he was concerned: but he having 
very well perceived what I wanted with his wife, came 
to me, ſaying, „Well, Signior Cavalier, are you 
ſatisfied with your good fortune?“ 6 I have cauſe to 
be lo, I replied; „ and what have you done? has 
Jove favoured your addrefles ?'* * Ah, no!“ ſaid he; 
© the curied brother of the beauty whom I love is re- 
turned from a country-houſe, where TI imagined he 
would ftay till to-morrow ;z and this miſchance has 
baulked me of the pleaſure with which I flattered. 
myſelf.“ 

Don Balthazar and I made mutual proteſtations of 
friendſhip; and, to tie the knot of it the faſter, made 
an appointment to meet next day in the great ſquare. 
After we parted, he went home, but mentioned not a 
word of what he knew to Violante, Next day, he re- 
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104 ADVENTURES OF L BLAS, 


- paired to the great ſquare, where I arriving a moment 
after him, we laluted one another with demonſtrations 


of friendſhip, as perfidious on one fide as ſincere on the 
other. Then Don Balthazar made me the confidant 
of a feigned intrigue with the lady whom he had men. 
tioned the preceding night; recounting a long Rory 
that he had invented, in order to engage me in my turn 
to tell him in what manner J had become acquainted 
with Violante. I did not fail to fall ino the tvare, and 
confeſs all with the utmoſt frankneſs. I even ſhewed 
the letter which I had received trom her, and read the 
contents in theſe words 

«I SHALL dine to-morrow with Dcuna Inez: you 
know where ſhe lives: it is in the houſe of that faith. 
ful friend that I intend to give you a private interview; 


for I can no longer refuſe that tavour which you feem 


to deſerve.” | Oy | 
6 This,” ſaid Don Balthazar, „ is a billet which 


promiles you the accompliſhment of your wiſh ; I con- 


gratulate you before-hand on the happinetls that at- 
tends you,”” He could not help being a little diſcon- 
certed while he ſaid this; but he eaſily concealed his 
trouble and confuſion from me. I was ſo much en- 
groſſed by my hope, that I never thought of obſerving 
my confidant, who was obliged, however, to leave 


-me, that I might not at laſt perceipe his agitation. 
He ran to apprize his brother-ia- law of this adventure; 


but I am ignorant of what paſſed between them: all I 
know of the matter is, that Don Bal hazar came and 
knocked at the door while I was with Violante at the 
houſe of Donna Inez ;. and as ſoon as we learned that 
it was he, I eſcaped at a back door before he came in. 
As ſoon as I was gone, the ladies, whom the unforeſecn 
arrival of the huſband had diſconcerted, recolle&cd 
themſelves, and received him with luch effror.tery, that 
he ſuſpected I was either concealed, or had made my 
eſcape. I cannot tell what he fail to Donna Inez and 
his wife, becauſe it never came to my knowledge, 
Meanwhile, without ſuſpecting that I was Don Bal- 
thazar's dupe, I went away curing him, and returned 
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5 ADVENTURES OF GIL BAS. 105 
to the great ſquar:, where I had appomted to meet 
E Limela, I did not find him, however; he had little 
affairs of his own to manage; and the rogue was more 
& fortunate than I, While I waited for him, I ſaw my 
© perfidious confidant arrive, who came up to me with a 
gay air, and ſmiling, aſked news of my interview with 
my nymphat the houſe of Donna Inez.“ I don't Know,“ 
| laid I, “„hat demon, jealous of my pleaſures, de- 
lights in thwarting them; but white I was alone with 
my lady, preſſing her to make me happy, her huſband, 
whom the devil contorind ! came and knocked at the 
door; fo that being obliged to get off as faſt as I 
could, I retired by a back door, curſing to hell the 
troubleſome cuckold who broke all my meaſures !*? 
| © Lam truly ſorry for it,” cried Don Baithazar, who 
felt a ſecret joy in ſceing my vexation. What an ime 
pertinent huſband he mutt be! I advile you to give 
him no quarter.“ „Oh! as for that,“ I replied, 
J will take your advice: and I can aſſure you, that 
his honour ſhall make it's exit this night: his wife, 
when J left her, bid me not be difcouraged at ſo ſmall 
a matter; hut be ſure to come under her window ear- 
her than uſual, for ſhe was reſolved to admit me into 
her houle ; and detired me, at ail events, to come at- 
tended with two or three friends, for tear of {urprize.”? 
« What a prudent-lady ſhe is !'? ſaid he, I will, 
if you pleaſe, accompany you thith@.” „“ Ah, my 
dear friend!*” cried I, in a tranſport of joy, while I 
threw my arms round his neck; * I am infinitely 
obliged to you! „ I will do more, he eſumed; 
“Jam acquainted with a young fellow who is another 
Cæſar; he ſhall be of the party, and then you may 
boldly confide in your eſcorte.“ 5 

I did not know what acknowledgments to make to 
this new friend, ſo much was I charmed with-his zeal. 
In ſhort, I accepted the ſuccour which he offered; and 
appointing to nitet in the twilight, under Violante's 


balcony, we parted.for that time. He went to find 


his brother-in-law, Who was the Cælar in queſtion; 
and I took a turn till the evening with Lamela, who 
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106 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, 
(though he was luiprized at the ardour with which 
Don Balthazar eſpouted my intereſt) diſtruſted him 10 
more than I. We tell nodding into tie ſnare ; which, I 
own, was unpardonable in people of our experience, 
When I thought it was time to pretent mylelt before 
Violante's window, Ambroſe and I appeared upon the 
pot, armed with good rapiers: and there we found 
the lady's huſband, with another man, waiting for us, 
without flinching. Don Balthazar, accoſting me, and 
ſhewing his brother in law, laid, „ Signior, this is the 
cavalier whoſe bravery I extolled jo much. Get into 
the houſe of your miſtreſs, and let not any anxiety 
hinder you from enjoying the moit perfect felicity.“ 
After ſome mutual compliments, I Knocked at my 
nymph's door, which being opened by a kind of duenna, 
I entered; and, without taking notice of what palkd 
behind me, advanced into a hall where Violante was, 
While I faluted the lady, the two traitors, who had 
followed me into the houſe, and ſhut the door ſo haſtily 
after them that Ambroſe was left in the {treet, diſco- 
vered themielves. You may eafily imagine that we 
then came to blows. Both of them charged ine at 
once; but I found them work enough, ani -mployed 
them in ſuch a manner, that perhaps they repente they 
had not choſe a ſurer conveyance tor their revenge. I 
ran the huſband through the body; and his brother: in- 
law, ſceing him out of the queſtion, got to the door, 
which the duenna and Violante had opened to make 
their eſcape while we were engaged. I pur tued him 
into the itreet, where I rejoin:d Lamela, who not be- 
ing able to extract one word from the women in their 
light, did not preciſely know what to think of the 
noiſe he had heard. We returned to the tavern where 
we lodged, ſecured our mot valuable eftc&s, and, 
mounting our mules, rode out of the city, without 
waiting tor day. = 
Knowing very well that this affair might have bad 
conlequences, and that 2 ſcarch would be made at To- 
ledo, which we were in tue right to anticipate, we welt 
to bed.at Villamubia, at an ink where, forme tune after, 
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ADVENTURES OP GIL PLAS. 107 1 
bk merchant of Toledo arrived, in his way to Segorba, 'F 1 
As we ſupped in his company, ne recounted the tragi- 
cal adventure of Violante's huſband ; and was ſo far 
from ſuſpecting us to be concerned, that we boldly 
Baiked him all manner of queſtions about the affair, 
ee Gentlemen,” ſaid he, “ jult as 1 ſet out this morn- 
ing, I heard of the melancholy accident, Search was Wo bt. 
made every where for Violante; and I was told that the iy 
corregidor, who is related to Don Balthazar, has re- 
[ſolved to ſpare nothing in diſcovering the murderers. 
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This is all I know of the matter.“ ik 
Though I was not much alarmed at the ſearch of We 
the corregidor, I reſolved to quit New Caſtile imme- 4 1 
diately ; reflecting, that when Violante ſhould be 1 
found, ſhe would conteſs all, and on her defcription | þ 
of my perſon to the judge, people would be ſent in 5 
purſuit of me. For this reaſon, the very next day, we = | 


avoided the highway, through precaution : Lamela 1 


being luckily acquainted with three fourths of Spain, Fa | 
and particularly with the bye-ways, through which 731 
he could ſecurely repair into Arragon. Inſtead of ; | | 
going ſtraight to Cuenca, we kept among the moun— | 5 | 
tains adjacent to that city ; and through paths that | 11 
were not unknown to my guide, arrived at a grotto 134 
which looked very much like a hermitage; and, in- 1 
deed, it was the {ame to which you came laſt night . 1 
for an aſylum. | | 64 i 

While I was conſidering the country around, which , $384 
preſented to my view a charming rural proſpect, my _ q þ 7 
companion ſaid to me, “ I paſſed by this place fix 19 ö 


years ago, at which time that grotto ſerved as a re- 
treat to an old hermit, who gave me a very charitable 
reception, entertaining me with a ſhare of his provi- 
ions. I remember that he was a very holy man, and 
harangued me with a diſcourſe that had almoſt de- 
tached me from the world: perhaps he is ſtil] alive 
I will go and ſee,” So laying, the curious Ambroſe 
alighted from his mule, and entered the hermitage; 
where having ſtaid ſome minutes, he returned, calling 
to me, „Come hither, Don Raphael; come and ſee 
a very affecting {ſcene !“ | 
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103 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 

I alighted immediately; and, tying our mules to z 
tree, followed Lamela into the grotto, where I 
ceived an old anchorite, pale and dying, ſtretched at 
his full length upon a truckle-bed. A white beard, 
very buſhy, covered his whole breaſt; and in his 
hands, claſped together, appeared a large twiſted ro. 
fary. At the noiſe we made i in approaching him, he 
opened his eyes, which death had already began to 
clole; and, after having looked at us for a moment, 
faid, © Whoſoever you are, my brethren, profit by 
the ſpeAacle that now preients itſelf to your eyes. l 
have lived forty years in the world, and fixty in this 
folitude. Ah! how long, at this moment, ſeems the 
time which I have beſtowed on my pleaſures! and, on 
the contrary, how ſhort does that appear which I have 
conſecrated to penitence and devoiion! Alas, I am 
afraid that the auſterities of brother John have not 
ſufficiently expiated the iins of the Licentiate Don 
Juan de Solis!“ 

He had no ſooner ſpoke theſe words, than he er. 
pired, leaving us very much affected at his death, 
Objects of this fort always make ſome impreſſion even 
on the greateſt libertines; but we did not retain it 

long; we ſoon forgot what he had ſaid to us, and be- 
gan to take; an inventory of every thing in the her- 
mitage; an employment yot very laborious, all his 
furniture conſiſting in what.you may have obſerved in. 
the grotto. Brother John was not only ill provided 
with furniture, but allo kept a very bad Jarder ; for 
all the proviſion we found was a few | berts, and ſome 
cruſts ot barley-bread, fo hard as to be, in all appear- a 
ance, proof againſt the gums of the holy man; I lay, : 
his gums, becauſe we obſerved that he had loſt al: bis 1 
teeth. All that this ſolitary habitation contained, and 
all that we beheld, made us regard the good anchorite 
as a perfect ſaint. We were ſhocked, indeed, at one 
thing; we opened a paper, folded in the form of 2 
letter, which he had laid upon the table, and in which 
lie begged, that the perſon who ſhould read it, would 
zarry his roſary and ſandals to the Biſhop of Cuenca, 


; i ll ii Wil Ali, 


T6 


WITT Mitt it \\4! hy 
ett e 


ili 


n 


„Ana 
hene 
tell 


== 


Ute, 


11 


ate ritt 


115 121 


AA 


4 


- 


* N — 


— — 32 


— —j—— — 


— LOTS r . 

— yg © * 5 N _— — = ; FE Pas be — zo > <4. - 3 
—— ES Ss Bone N r TIERED LINEA "I N 

; tf Kate — ; eee — 0 


mo SF 2h 


N 8 - h : — 
r. rr — - 2 . 28 
* . e EW) ts - . 8 —_ on * e = — 

5 * 8 - RE en ew Ae RIES 


— 0% — 8 
Re ed 


= 2 


— 


=== 


d 


— mos 
. 
- 
— 


2 


—y— —ͤů x ITT Sana 


N 1 — -, 
8 D 
_ —— 


LOI 


— — 
i 
— —— 


ECC. A 


tion to Don 


to b 


oni 


Prior 


12 TY, 
1 711 


' 14 4 * Ran , \ Wy > \ ; %% 5 


. f 
Wo, A1. 
> 4 


devout Hermits adm 


Raphaet & Lamela 


c 
-'- 
- 


45 
Fe 
* 
- 
-. 
7 
* 
2 
* 
—— — 
— 


: 
— 
L 
Vo 
— 

» 

T 
—— 


75 


2226... 
- 


4 
tw) | 

45 171600 

U 

1 

. Lt ö 

j ' vi 

. T „* 


17 111 Rl L 
ue 


| o eee 


7 — ; j tit * 944 ' il (444 Wenn 
ee eee eee W ee mmm; 
nt | e eee 
. 5 i 


„ 2 — * ©. Bond LY A « = OY 1 


% o way _ Weds. 1 ) 8 „ [ as. Mi. oo. | —_ "ET 
J I Oe OO 
£2 


ADVENTURES OF GIL, BLAS, 109 
We did not know with what intention this new father 
of the deſart could deſire to make ſuch a preſent to his 
biſhop; this ſeemed an outrage againſt humility, and 
the behaviour of a man who wanted to ſet up for 


canonization ;z and perhaps there was nothing in it but. 
pure ſimplicity, for I don't pretend to decide the 


matter. | | 
While we diſcourſed together on this ſubjef, a 
pleaſant thought came into Lameia's head, Let us 
ttay,” ſaid he, © in this hermitage, and diſguiſe our- 
ſelves like anchorites, having firſt buried brother John. 
You ſhall pais for him; and I, under the name of 
brother Anthony, will go a begging in the neighbour- 
ing towns and villages. Beſides our being ſecure from 
the enquiries of the corregidor, for I don't believe he 
will think of ſearching for us here, I have ſome good 
acquaintance at Cuenca, which we may cultivate.” 
I approved of this extravagant popoſal, not ſo much 
from Ambroſe's reaſons, as out of pure whim, or a 
deſire of acting a part in a play. About thirty or 
torty paces from the grotto we dug a grave, in which 
we modeltly interred the old anchorite, after having 
ſtripped him of his cloaths; that is, a ſimple robe tied 
about his middle with a leathern girdle: we likewiſe 
cut off his beard, to make a falſe one for me; and in 
ſhort, after having performed his funeral, took poſ4 
ſeſſion of the hermitage. | | 
We taired poorly the firſt day, being obliged to live 
on the proviſions of the defunct 3 but next morning, 


before day, Lamela ſet ont in order to fell the two 
mules at Toralva, and returned in the evening loaded 
with victuals, and other things which he had pur- 


chaſed. He brought every thing that was neceſſar 

for our transformation: he made for himſelf a ruſſet 
gown, and a little red beard of horſe hair, which he 
fixed fo attifictally to his ears, that one would have 
{worn that it. was the natural product of his chin. 
There is not a more dexterous young fellow in the 
world than he; who likewiſe weaved the beard ot 


brother John, which he applied to my face; and my 
Vol, II. K 
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110 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. : 
brown woollen cap ſerved to cover the artifice ; ſo that 
there was nothing wanting to our diſguiſe, We found 
each other ſo pleaſantly equipped, that we could not, 


without laughing, behold ourſelves in this dreſs, which 


truly was not very ſuitable to our real characters, To- 
gether with brother John's robe, I wore his roſary and 
ſandals, of which IJ made no ſcruple to deprive the 
Biſhop of Cuenca. 


We had been already three days in the hermitage, 
without ſceing a ſoul appear; but on the fourth, two 


peaſants entered the grotto, bringing bread, cheele, 
and onions, to the defunct, whom they ſtill thought 
alive. As ſoon as I perceived them, I threw myſelf 
on my bed; and it was no difficult matter to deceive 
them; for, beſides that there was not light enough to 
enable them to diſtinguiſh my features, I imitated, 
as well as I could, the voice of brother John, whoſe 
laſt words I had heard; and they had no ſuſpicion of 
the cheat. They ſeemed only ſurprized to meet an- 
other hermit therez which, when Lamela perceived, 
he ſaid, with an hypocritic air, “ My brethren, be 
not ſurprized to ſee me in this ſolitude. I have quitted 
an hermitage I poſſeſſed in Arragon, to come hither, 
and attend the venerable and ſage brother John, who, 
in his extreme old age, has occaſion for a comrade who 
can provide for his neceſſities.” The peaſants gave 
infinite praiſe to the charity of Ambroſe, and expreſſed 
great joy in being able to boaſt of having two holy 
perſonages in their country. | | 
Lamela, with a large havreſack, which he had not 
forgot to purchaſe, went a begging for the firit time 
in the city of Cuenca, which 1s but a ſmall league 
trom the hermitage. With a devout appearance which 
he had received trom nature, and the art of making 
advantage of it, which he poſſeſſed in a ſupreme de- 
gree, he did not fail to extort aims from charitable 
people, with whoſe liberalitics he filled his havreſack. 
„Mr. Ambroſe,” ſaid I to him at his return,“ I con» 
gratulate you upon your happy talent of melting the 
louls of Chriſtians, Egad! one would think you had 


% 


ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, TIT 
been a begging brother among the Capuchins.?—« I 
have done ſomething elſe,” anſwered he, „ than filled 
my knapſack: you muſt know, I have diſcovered a 
certain nymph, called Barba, whom I formerly loved, 
and whom 1 have found ſtrangely altered; the, like 
us, has turned devotee, and lives with two or three 


ſiſters of the ſame claſs, who edify the world in public, 


and in private lead ſcandalous lives. As ſhe did not 
know me at firſt' “ How! Madam Barba,” ſaid I, 


« is it poſſible that you do not recollect one of your 


old friends, your admirer Ambroſe ?*'—* By my 
faith! Signior de Lamela,”* cried ſhe, 1 ſhould 
never have expected to ſee you again in the habit you 
wear! By what adventure are you become hermit?“ 
“J cannot tell you at preſent,” I replied, © the de- 
tail is ſomewhat long; but I will come back to-mor- 
row to gratify your curiohty, and bring along with 


me my companion brother John.” —* Brother John!“ 


{aid ſhe, interrupting me; © what, the gocd anchorite 
who lives in the hermitage near this city! Sure you 
joke; they ſay he is more than a hundred years old.” 
« It is true,“ ſaid Ito her, „that he was once of 
that age: but he has grown a deal younger within theſe 
few days, and is at preſent no older than I,” „ Well, 
let him come along with you,“ replied Barba; „ 
ſee there is ſome myſtery in the caſe.” E 0 
We did not fail the next day, as ſoon as it was 
dark, to go to the houle of thoſe bigots, who had pre- 
pared a ſumptuous entertainment for our reception, 
We immediately took off our heards and hermits drels, 
and, without ceremony, told them who we were. On 
their ſide, for fear of being indebted to us for our 
frankneſs, they ſhewed what falſe devotces are capable 
of when they baniſh grimace. We ſpent almoſt all 
the night at table, and did not retire to our grotto till 
the dawn, We returned thither again in a very ſhort 
timez or rather, did the ſame thing (almoſt every 


day) during three months; in which time we ſpent. 


two thirds of our money with theſe nymphs : but'one 
being ſuſpicious of our characters, dilcovered the 
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112 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, 
whole, and has informed juitice againſt us, hies, 
this day intended to viſit the hermitage, and fecuis 
our perſons. Yeſterday Ambroſe, while he was bes. 
ing at Cuenca, met one of our ſiſters, who gave him 
a note, {aying, „One of my friends wrote this letter 
to me, which J was going to ſend to you by an en. 
prels : ſhew it to brother John, and take your meaſures 
accordingly.” It was this billet, gentlemen, which 
Lamela delivered to me in your preſence, and which. 
has made us quit ſo ſuddenly our ſolitary habitation, 
CHAP. II, | | 
The Council which Ron Raphael held awith his Hearer-:, 
and the Adventures which happened to them 
ohen they dejigned io leave the Wood. 
WW HEN Don Raphael had ended his narration, which 
I thought a little tedious, Don Alphonlo was 1» 
polite as to {ay, it had diverted him very much. Then 
Signior Ambroſe opened, and addreſſing himlelt to his 
fellow adventurer, Don Raphael,” ſaid he, © conſider 
that the ſun is ſet 3 it will be proper, methinks, to de- 
liberate upon what we are to do.“ <« You are in the 
right,“ replied his comrade ; we mult determine upon 
the place to which we go next.“ It is my opinion, 
reſumed Lamela, © that we ſhould ſet forward without 
loſs of time: reach Requena this night, and to mor- 
row enter the kingdom of Valencia, where we will give 
the rein to our induſtry ; and, I foreſee, perform ſome 
ſucceſsful ſtrokes.” His confederate, who, on that 
ſubje&, believed his preſage infallible, afſented to his 
opinion. As for Don Alphonſo and ine, leaving our- 
ſelves to the conduct of theſe honeſt people, we waited 
in hence the reſult of the conference. | 
It being therefore reſolved that we ſhoul! take the 
road to Kequena, we began to prepare ourletves tor ti: 
journey: we made another meal like that in the morn- 
ing; and loaded the horſe with the bottle and the re- 
mains of car proviſions: the approach of night lent us 
that darkneis which we needed tor cur moie iccur? 
travelling, and we puſhed forward to get out oi the 
wood: but we had not gone an hundred yards, he. 
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we diſcovered among the trees a light that made us very 
uneaſy. What is the meaning of that ?* {aid Don Ra- 
phael. © Perhaps the ferrets of juſtice having purſued 
us from Cuenca, underſtand that we are in this foreſt, 
and are come hither to ſearch.* I don't believe 
that, ſaid Ambroſe : © theſe are rather travellers, who, 
being ſurpriſed by the night, have come into his wood 
to wait for day. But, added he, I may be miſtaken. 
I will go and reconnoitre while you ſtay here, and I 
will be back in a moment.“ So ſaying, he advanced to- 
wards the light, which was not far off, and appreached 


it ſoftly. Puihing gently by the leaves and boughs that 


were in his way, and peeping with all the attention 
which the thing ſeemed to deſerve, he ſaw on the graſs, 
round a candle that ſtuck burning in a lump ot clay, 
four men ſitting, who had juſt diſpatched a pye, and 
emptied a pretty large leathern bottle, which they em- 
braced in their turns. He likewiſe perceived, at fome 
diſtance from them, a lady and gentleman tied to trees; 
and a little farther, a chaiſe with two mules richly ca- 
pariſoned. He gueſſed at once that the men were rob- 
bers; and their diſcourſe, which he overheard, aſſured 
him that he was not miſtaken in his conjetture. The 


four banditti expreſſed an equal deſire of poſſeſſing the 


lady who had fallen into their hands, and talked of 


caſting lots for her. Lamela having fully informed him 


ſelf of the matter, rejoined us, and made a faithful re- 
port of what he had ſeen and heard. | 


Upon which Alphonſo faid, Gentlemen, that lady 


and cavalier, whom the robbers have bound to trees, 


are perhaps perſons of the firſt quality; aud ſhall we 


ſuiter them to fall victims to the barbarity and bruta- 


lity of thieves? Take my advice; let us attack thoſe 


banditi, and put them all to death.“ „With all my 
heart,” ſaid Don Raphael! I am as ready to do a 
good as a bad action.“ Ambroſe, on his part, ſignified 
his willir.gneſs to lend a hand to ſuch a laudable enter- 
prize, © for which,” ſaid he, © I foreſee we fhall be 
wel]! recompenſed.* I dare likewiſe affirm, that on 
this occaſion I was not a afraid of the danger; and 
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114 ADVENTURES OF IL BIAS. 


that no knight-errant ever thewed more readineſs to 


ſuccour damſels in diſtreſs. But, not to conceal the 
truth, the danger was not great: for Lamela having 
reported that the arms of the robbers were all in a heap 
at the diſtance of ten ot twelve paces trom them, it was 
no difficult matter for us to execute our deſign. We 
tied our horſe to a tree, and approached, as gently as 
poſſible, the place where they were taiking with great 
warmth; and, making a noile that helped us to ſurprize 
them, we made ourſelves maſters of their arms before 
we were diſcovered; then firing a volley upon them, 
ſtretehed them all breathleſs on the ſpot. 

During this execution, the light going out, we re- 
mained in darkneſs ; but for all that did not delay to 
untie the man and woman, who were ſo much engroſſed 
by their fear, that they had not power to thank us for 
what we had done in their behalf. It is true, indeed, 

they did not as yet know whether to look upon us as 


their deliverers, or as a new troop of banditti, who had 


reſcued them from the others with any intention to ule 
them better; but we encouraged them, by proteſting 
that we would conduct them to an inn, which Ambroſe 


affirmed was not mere than halt a league from thence ; 
and that they might there take all neceſſary precautions 


for their ſecurity, in going whither their affairs called 
them. After this aſſurance, with, which they feemed 
very well ſatisfied, we replaced them in their chaiſe, and 
brought them out of the wood, leading the mules by 
the bridle. Our anchorites afterwards examined the 
pockets of the vanquiſhed, took care of Don Alphonio's 
horſe, ſecured thoſe that belonged to the thieves, which 
we found tied to trees near the field of battle, and car + 
rying them all off, followed brother Anthony, who 
mounted one of the mules, in order to guide the chaite 
to the inn; at which, however, we did not arrive in leſs 
time than two hours, although he had aſſured us that it 
was not tar from the wood. Og 

Every body in the houſe being a-bed, we knocked 
loudly at the door; upon which the landlord and his 


wite got up in a hurry, and were not ſorry to ſee their 
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reſt interrupted by the arrival of an equipage, which 
they thought would have ſpent more money than it 
did. The whole inn was lighted in a moment. Don 
Alphonſo and the illuſtrious ſon of Lucinda offered 
their hands to help the cavalier and lady out of the 
chaiſe, and even ſerved them as uſhers to the chamber 
whither the Jandlord conducted them. There a great 
many compliments paſſed; and we were not a little aſto- 
niſhed, when we underſtood it was the Count de Polan 
himſelf, and his daughter Seraphina, whom we had de- 
livered, It is impoſſible to deſcribe the ſurprize of that 
lady, as well as of Don Alphonſo, when they recollected 
each other. The Count took no notice of it, ſo much 


was he otherwiſe engroſſed, in recounting to us in what 


manner the robbers had attacked him; and how they. 


had ſeized his daughter and him, after having killed his 


poſtillion, page, and valet de chambre: he ended with 


telling us, that he had a deep ſenſe of the obligation he 
lay under to us; and if we would come to him at 
Toledo, where he ſhould be in a month, we ſhould 
ſee whether or not he was ungrateful. 1 

Nor did the daughter of this nobleman forget to 
thank us for her happy deliverance: and as Raphael 
and I imagined we ſhould pleaſe Don Alphonto by giv- 
ing him an opportunity of talking a moment in private 
with that young widow, we gratified his deſire, by 
amuſing the Count de Polan, Fair Seraphina!' {aid 
Don Alphonſo to the lady, in a low voice, I will no 
longer complain of the fate that compels me to live 
like a man baniſhed from civil ſociety, fince I have 


been ſo happy as to contribute to the important ſervice. 


which you have received.“ How!" an{wered ſhe, 


ſiehing, is it you who have ſaved my lite and 


honour ? Is it to you that my father and J are ſo much 
indebted ? Ah, Don Alphonlo! why did you kill my 
brother 2? She ſaid no more: but he eaſily perceived 
by theſe words, and the tone in which they were pro- 
nounced, that if he was violently in love with Sca- 
phina, jhe was no leſs enamoyred of him, 
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BOOK VL 
The Conduct of Gil Blas and his Companions after they 
quitted the Count de Polan; the important Project 


which Ambroſe formed, and the Manner 
in which it was executed. 


FPHE Count de Polan, having ſpent one half of the 
night in thanking and aſſuring us that we might 
depend upon his gratitude, called the landlord, in order 
to conſult with him about the means of petting in 
ſafety to Turin, whither he deſigned to go. We left 
that nobleman to take his meaſures accordingly ; and, 
departing from the inn, followed the road that Lamela 
was pleated to chuſe. | | | . 
After having travelled two hours, day ſurprized us 
near Campelio; upon which we immediately betook our- 
ſelves to the mountains which are between that village 


and Requena, and there paſſed the day in repoſing our. 


ſelves, and counting our finances, which were a good 


deal increaſed by the money of the robbers ; for above 


three hundred piſtoles were found in their pockets. As 
ſoon as it was dark we ſet forward again, and next 
morning entered the kingdom of Valencia. Weretired 
to the firſt wood that preſented itſelf to our view, and 
puſhing a good way into it, arrived at a place through 
which a rivulet of cryſtalline water gently glided its way 
to join the ſtreams of the Guadalaviar®, The ſhade pro- 
jected by the trees, and the graſs which the place afforded 


in abundance to our horſes, would have determined us 


ro halt here, even if we had not been reſolved upon it 
before. We alighted, therefore, and prepared to pals 
the day very agreeably ; but, when we went to break- 
faſt, found very little proviſion Jett. We began to want 
bread, and our bottle was become a body without a 


ſoul. Gentlemen,” ſaid Ambroſe, © the moſt charming 


The Guadalaviar, a river of Spain, riſes on the confines of Arragon 
and New Caſtil. ; and, after a ſbuth-eaſt courſe through V alencia, ial 
into the ſea below the city of that name. 


ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, 
retreats are but diſagreeable without Bacchus and 
Ceres: our proviſion mult be renewed. I will for that 
purpole go to Xelva, an handſome town not above two 
leagues from hence; ſo that the journey will ſoon be 
finihed.“ So ſaying, he fixed the bottle and havre- 
lack on one of the horſes, and mounting a-top of them, 
went out of the wood with a diipatch chat promiſed a 
ſpeedy return. | 5 

He did not come back, however, ſo ſoon as we ex- 
pected; more than half of the day elapſed, and night 
was ready to cover the trees with her ſooty wings, when 
we beheld our purveyor, whole ſtay had begun to give 
us ſome uneaſineſs. He exceeded our expectation by the 
quantity oi things with which he returned loaded ; he 
brought not only the leathern bottle filled with excellent 
wine, and the knapſack crammed with bread, and all 
ſorts of roaſted veniſon, but alſo a great bundle of cloth, 
which we oblerved with a great deal of attention. He 
perceived our admiration, and ſaid with a ſmile, I defy 
Don Raphael, and all the world together, to guels why 
I have purchaſed theſe things.“ Saying theſe words, 
he looſed the bundle, to ſhew the particulars of what 
we had obſerved in the groſs. He diſplayed a cloak, 
and a very long black robe; two doublets with their 
hote;; one of thoſe inkhorns which are compoſed of 
two pieces tied together by a ſtring, the horn of which 
is ſeparated from the pencaſe; a quire of fine white 
paper; and a padlock, with a large ſeal, and green wax; 
and when he had exhibited his whole purchaſe, Don Ra- 
phael ſaid to him in a jocular way, * Egad, Mr. Am- 
broſe, it mult be confeſſed you have made a fine bar- 
gain! What ule, if you pleaſe, do you intend to make 
of it?? „An admirable one!” replied Lamela : all 
tneſe things have colt me but ten doubloons; and I am 
perſuaded that they will bring us in more than five 
hundred : you may depend upon it, I am none of thoſe 
who eicumber themſelves with uſeleſs effects; and to 
convince you that I did not buy all this like a fool, 
i will communicate the project I have formed. 

* Having furniſhed myſelf with bread,” added be, 1 
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118 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 
went into a cook's ſhop, where I ordered fix patridges, 
as many pullets and young rabbits, to be put to the 
fire; and while they were doing, a man came into the 
| ſhop in a rage, and, loudly complaining of the behavi. 
our of a merchant in town, ſaid to the cook, „By 
St. Jago! Samuel Simon is the moſt ridiculous mer. 
chant in Xelva; he has affronted me in the open ſhop : 
the covetous wretch would not give me credit for fix 


reſponſible tradeſman, and that he can loſe nothing by 
me. Is not hea ſtrange animal? He ſells willingly 
on credit to people of quality, and had rather venture 
with them, than oblige an honeſt citizen without any 
riſque, Was there ever ſuch madneſs ? Damned Jew ! 
would he were taken in! My wiſh will be one day 
accompliſhed, There are merchants enough of my 
opinion.“ | | | 

Hearing the tradeſman'ſpeak in this manner, and ſay 
a great many other things of the ſame nature, I had a 
certain forewarning that I ſhould®cheat this Samuel 
Simon. “ Friend,“ ſaid I to the man who complained, 
© what is the character of this perſou whom you men- 
tion?” © A very bad one, anſwered he haſtily, 
J aſſure you he is a rank uſurer, though he affects. 
the manners of a benevolent man. He was a Jew, and 
turned Catholick ; but, in his heart, he is ſtill as 
much a Jew as ever Pilate was; for they ſay he ab- 
Jured for intereſt.” | 

J lent an attentive ear to all the diſcourſe of the 
tradeſmian, and did not fail, when I came out of the 

cook's ſhop, to enquire for Samuel Simon's houſe. A 

perſon ſhewed it to me; I ſurveyed his ſhop ; examined 

every thing; and my imagination, ready at a call, 

ſketched out a ſtratager which I digeſted, and which 

appeared worthy of the valet of Signior Gil Blas, I 

went to a broker's, where I bought theſe cloaths; one 

ſuit for acting an inquiſitor, another to repreſent a 
ſcrivener, and the third for play ing the part of an 

alguazil.” | 1 7 

Ab, my dear Ambroſe!* cried Don Raphal, in- 


ells of cloth, though he knows very well that I ama 
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terrupting him, in a tranſport of joy, what a won- 
derful idea! what a glorious plan! J am jealous of the 
invention; and would willingly give up the greateſt 
ſtrokes of my life, to be thought the author of ſuch a 
| happy ſcheme! Yes, Lamela, added he, * I ſee all the 
richneſs of thy deſign, the execution of which ought 
to give thee no uneaſineſs. Thou haſt occaſion for two 
good actors to ſecond thee, and they are already found. 
Thou, who haſt the air of a devotee, will act the in- 
quiſitor very well; I will repreſent the ſecretary ; and 
| Signior Gil Blas, if he pleaſes, ſhall play the part of 
an alguazil, Thus, ' continued he, * are the cues diſ- 
tributed : to-morrow we will act the piece, and 1711 


anſwer for its ſucceſs, unleſs ſome of thoſe unlucky 


accidents happen, which confound the beſt concerted 
deſigns. | e | | 

3 as yet but very confuſedly the project 
which Don Raphael liked ſo much; but the whole was 
explained to me at ſupper, and the trick ſeemed ingeni- 
ous. After having diſpatched part of our veniſon, and 
made our leathern bottle undergo a copious evacuation, 
we [tretched ourſelves upon the graſs, and were aſleep 
in a ſhort time. Get up, get up!* cried Signior Am- 
broſe, at day break; people who have great enter- 
prizes to execute, ought not to be lazy. Deuce 
take you, Mr. Inquiſitor !* ſaid Don Raphael, wak- 
ing; © how alert you are! that bodes no good to Mr. 
Simon. © I grant it, replied Lameiaz * and will 
moreover tell you, I dreamed this night, that I plucked 
the hairs from his beard: is not that a villainous 
dream for him, Mr. Secretary ?* Theſe jokes were 
followed by a thouſand more, which put us all in good 
humor : we made a chearful breakfatt, and then pre- 
pared for acting our ſeveral parts. Ambroſe put on the 
long gown and cloak, which gave him all the air of a 
commiliary of the Holy Ofnce: Don Raphael and I 


dreſſed ourſelves likewiſe, ſo as to bear a pretty good 


relemblance to a ſecretary and alguazil. We employed 
a good deal of time in diſguiſing ourſelves; and it was 


paſt two o'clock in the afternoon when we quitted the 
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120 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, 
wood, and ſet out for Xelva. It is true, indeed, we 
were in no hurry, as our comedy would not begin be. 
fore the twilight; we therefore went at a very ſlow pace, 
and ſtopping at the city-gate, waited there till night, 

As ſoon as it was dark, we left our horſes in this 
place to the care of Don Alphonſo, who was very glad 
that he had no other part to perform. Don Raphael, 
Ambroſe, and I, went immediately into a publican's in 
the neighbourhood 3 and Mr. Inquiſitor going foremot, 
ſaid to the landlord with great gravity, * Maſter, 1 
want to talk with you in private.“ The landlord car. 
ried us into a parlour, where Lamela finding him alone 
with us, ſaid, J am commiſſary of the Holy Office, 


come hithey upon a very important affair.“ At theſe 


words, the publican grew pale, and replied with a faul— 
tering voice, that he hoped he had given no cauſe of com- 
plaint to the Holy Inquiſition. Therefore, 'replied Am- 
broſe, it has no intention to give you any trouble. 
God forbid that, too prompt to puniſh, it ſhould con- 
found innocence with guilt ! It is ſevere, but always 
juſt; in a word, one muſt deſerve its chaſtiſements be- 
fore he feels them. It was not you who brought me 
to Xelva, but a certain merchant, called Samuel 


Simon, of whom we have received a very bad report: 
it is ſaid, that he is ſtill a Jew, and embraced Chriſ- 


tianity through motives purely carnal, I order you, 
therefore, in the name of the Holy Office, to tell me 
what you know of that man. Beware of excuſing him, 
on account of his being your neighbour, and, perhaps, 
your friend; for I declare, if I perceive in your evi- 
dence the leaſt reſerve, you yourſelf are a loſt man. 
Come, ſecretary, added he, turning to Raphael, do 
your duty: „ | 

Mr. Secretary, who already had his paper and ink- 
horn in his hand, ſat down at a table, and prepared, 
with the moſt ſerious air in the world, to write the de- 
polition of the landlord ; who, on his part, protctted 
that he would not betray the truth. Well, then, 
{aid the commiſſary inquiſitor to him, © let us begin: 
anſwer only to my queſtions ; I aſk no more, Do you 
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ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, 121 
ſee Samuel Simon frequent the church?“ © It is what 
J have not · obſerved, ſaid the publican; * I don't re- 
member to have ſeen him at church.“ « Good!” cried 
the inquiſitor. Write, that he is never ſeen at 


church.“ I don't ſay ſo, Mr. Commiſſary, replied 


the landlord ; * I only ſay, that I never ſaw him there: 
he may be in the ſame church with me, though T 
don't perceive him.“ Friend,“ ſaid Lamela, you 
forget that you muſt not, in your examination, excuſe 
Samuel Simon: I have told you the conſequences of it. 
You mutt mention only thole things that are againſt 
him, and not one word in his favour.* If that be 
the caſe, Signior Licentiate,* reſumed the landlord, 


you can't reap much from my depoſition; I am not 


acquainted with the merchant in queſtion, therefore 
can ſay neither good nor ill of him; but, if you want 
to know how he lives in his own tamily, I will go and 


call Gaſpard his *prentice, whom you may interro- 


gate: he comes here ſometimes, to make merry with 


his friends; and ſuch a tongue! he will diſcover the 


whole life and converſation of his maſter z and, I war- 
rant it, find employmeat enough for your ſecretary.” 
like your tranknefs,” ſaid Ambroſe ; and you 


ſhew your zeal for the Holy Office, by informing me 
of a man acquainted with the morals of Simon, 1 will 


report you to the inquiſition, Make haſte, then, 
continued he, © and bring hither that ſame Gaipard 
whom you mention. But .do things diſcreetly, that 


his maſter may have no ſuſpicion of what paſles.* The 
publican acquitted himſelf of his commiſhon with great 


lecreſy and diligence, and brought along with him the 
merchant's *prentice, who was juſt ſuch a very talka- 
tive young fellow as we wanted. Welcome, child, 


ſaid Lamela to him; * you ſee in me an inquiſitor, no- 


minated by the Holy Office, xo take information againſt 


Samuel Simon, who is accuſed of Judaiſm. You live 


with him, and of conſequence are witneſs to the greateſt 
part of his behaviour. I believe it is unneceſſary to 


allvertiſe you of the obligation you are under, to de- 
clare all that you know of him, when I order you to 
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do ſo in the name of the Holy Inquiſition.“ „ Signior 
Licentiate, replied the young man, I am very ready 
to ſatisfy you on that head, without being commanded 
in the name of the Holy Office. If my maſter was to 
take me for his text, I am perſuaded that he would not 
ſpare me; I will therefore deal as plainly with him; 
and tell you, in the firſt place, that he is a cloſe hunks, 
whoſe true ſentiments it is impoſſible to diſcover ; one 
who affects all the exteriors of a holy man, but has 
not one ſcruple of virtue at bottom. He goes every 
evening to the houſe of a little Abigail.“ *I am glad 


to hear that, ſaid Ambrote, interrupting him; * and 


I ſee, by what you ſay, that he is a man of bad mo- 
rals: but, anſwer preciſely to the queſtions I am going 
toaſk, I am paiticularly enjoined to learn what are 
his ſentiments with reſpect to religion. Tell me, do 
you eat pork in your houte?* * 1 don't think,” replied 
Gaſpard, that we have are of it twice during the 
whole year that I have lived with him.“ Very well," 
reſumed maſter inquiſitor: * write, ſecretary, that 
pork is never eaten in the houſe of Samuel Simon. 
But, to make amends for that, you doubtleſs eat lamb 
ſometimes,” Ves, ſometimes,” replied the *prentice; 


e had ſome, for example, laſt Eaſter.“ A lucky 


epocn!* cried the commiſſary. * Write, ſecretary, 
that Simon keeps the pailvver, This goes on excel- 
zently well! and, methinks, we have received good 
Intelligence,” : | 

© Befides, you mult tell me, friend, added Lamela, 
< if you have never {een your maſter carels little children. 
A thouland times, replied Gaſpard: © when he ſees lit- 
Tie boys paſs by his ſhop, if they are at all handſome, 
he ſtops and fondles them.“ Write, Mr, Secretary,' 
{aid the inquiſitor, interrupting him, * that Samuel Si- 
mon is violently ſuſpected of decoying Chriſtian chil- 
dren into his houſe, in order to cut their throats. A 


ſine proſelyte, indeed l- Oh, ho! Mr, Simon, you ſhall | 


have to do with the Holy Office, take my word for it! 
you mult not imagine that you will be allowed to make 


your bat barous lacrifices with impunity, Courage!“ 


** 
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zealous Gaſpard,* ſaid he to the *prentice; * declare all 
that you know of the matter; and give us to under- 
ſtand, that this falſe Catholick is more attached than 
ever to the Jewiſh cuſtoms and ceremonies. Does not 
he ſpend one day of the week in total ination ?* No,“ 
anſwered Gaſpard, * I have not obſerved that : I only 
perceive that on ſome days he ſhuts himſelf up in his 
cloſet, where he remains a long time.” Ah, ha!” 
cried the commiſſary ; © he keeps the ſabbath, as ſure 
as I am an inquiſitor. Mark, ſecretary, mark that 
he religiouſly obſerves the feaſt of the ſabbath. Ah! 
the abominable wretch! I have only one thing more 
to aſæ. Does not. be ſpeak alſo of Jeruſalem ?* (Very 
often,” replied the young man; he relates to us the 
hiſtory of the Jews, and in what manner the temple of 
Jeruſalem was deſtroyed.* * Right!” ſaid Ambroſe. 
© Mr. Secretary, let not this piece of intelligence eſcape 
you: write, in large characters, that Samuel Simon 
breathes nothing but the reſtoration of the temple; and 


that he meditates night and day the re ettabliſhment of 


his nation. I do not want to know any more; there- 


fore, it is needleſs to aſł any other queſtions: what 


the truſty Gaſpard has depoſed, is enough to bring a 
whole [ynagogue to the ſiake,? 


The Commiſſary of the Holy Office having interro- 


gated the *prentice in this manner, told him to retire: 
but ordered him, in the name of the Holy Inquiſition, 
to conceal from his maſter every tittle of what had 
paſſed. Gaſpard having promiſed to obey, took his 
leave; and we did not tarry long after he went out, 


but leaving the public houſe as gravely as we had en- 


tered, went and knocked at the door of Samuel Simon, 
who opened it with his own hand; and if he was al- 
toniſhed to ſee three ſuch figures as we, he was 
much more ſo, when Lamela, being ſpokeſman, ſaid 


to him, with an imperious tone, © Mr, Samuel, I 


command you, in the name of the Holy Inquihtion, 
of which I have the honour to be commiſſary, to deli- 
ver into my hand, this inſtant, the key of your cloſet ; 
I want to tee it I cannot find ſomething to juſtify the 
En | ae bh 


2 


— - . 
. * - * 
» 3 INE" cw 
8 P 


_ ESTES 


"> 
2 
5 


2 
Ne 


"<> 
— 
7. 
by 
W 


4 
— 
ty 8 
1 
\ 


— 
a 
ä 8 


— * 
5 ͤ %⁴můn—— 


— 


— = 


124 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 
informations which have been preſented to us again 
you.“ | „ 
The merchant, confounded at theſe words, recled two 
ſteps backward, as if he had received a blow on the 
ſtomach. Far from ſuſpecting us of any trick, he be- 
lieved implicitly that ſome ſecret enemy wanted to ſub. 
ject him to the ſuſpic ion of the Holy Office: perhaps, 
too, knowing himſelf to be no good Catholic, he had 
cauſe to be afraid of an information. Be that as it 


will, I never ſaw a man more diſconcerted: he obeyed 


without reſiſtance, and opened his cloſer, with all the 
reſpect a man could ſhew, who is in terror of the in- 
quiſition. At leaſt, ſaid Ambroſe, while he went 
in, at leaſt, you receive the orders of the Holy Office 


without contumacy. But,“ added he, © rerire into ano- 
ther room, and leave me at liberty to perform my 
function. Samuel was as obedient to this order as 
to the firſt : he remained in his ſhop while we three 


entered his cloſet, and began to ſearch tor his caſh, 
which we eaſily found; for it was in an open coffer, and 
in much greater quantity than we conld carry off, 


confiſting of a great number of bags piled upon one 


another, but the whole in ſilver. We ſhould have 
liked gold better; but things being as they were, we 
were fain to accommodate ourſelves to neceſſity, and fill 


our pockets with ducats. We ſtuffed our breeches with 
them, and crammed them into every other part which 


we judged proper to conceal them. In ſhort, we were 
heavy laden, ' though our cargo did not appear; and 
this was owing to the addreſs of Ambroſe and Don 
Raphael; who, by their behaviour on this occaſion, 
let me ſee that there is nothing like being maſter ot 
one's trade. | CE ers 
After having done our buſineſs ſo ſucceſsfully, we 
came out of the cloſet; and, for a reaſon that the 
reader will eahly gueſs, Mr. Inquiſitor took out his 
padlock, and fixed it to the door with his own hand ; 
then applying the feal, ſaid to Simon, Mr. Samuel, 
I forbid you, in the name of the Holy Inquiſition, to 
touch this padlock, as well as the ſeal, which you are 
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pound to reſpe&, ſince it is the true ſcal of the Holy 
Oſkce. Iwill return at the ſame hour to-morrow, in or- 
der to take it off, and bring farther orders for you.“ So 
ſaying, he made him open the ſtreet door, through 
which we joyfully paſſed, one after another. When 
we had gone about fifty yards, we began to walk with 
ſuch ſpeed and nimbleneſs, that we ſcarce touched the 
ground, notwithſtanding the burdens which we car-= 
ried. We ſoon got out of town; and remounting 
our horſes, puſhed towards Segorbo, giving thanks 
to the god Mercury for ſuch an happy event. 
CHAP. II. 


The Reſoluticn which Don Alphonſo and Eil Blas formed 


. 


| after this Adventure. | 
WE travelled all night, according to our laudable 
Y cuſtom, and found ourſelves, at break of day, 
near a little village, two leagues from Segorba. As 
we were all fatigued, we willingly quitted the high- 
way, to get among ſome willows, which we perce:ved 


at the bottom of a little hill, ten or twelve hundred 


paces from the village, in which we did not think 
proper to ſtop. We found that the willows yielded 
an agreeable ſhade, heing watered by a ſmall rivulet; 
and the place ſuiting our taite, we refolved to ſpend 
the day in it. Alighting, therefore, we unbridled 
our horſes to let them feed, and lay down upon the 


graſs, where we touk a little repoſe. We then emp- 


tied our knaplack and leathern bottle, and having 
made a plentiful breakfaſt, counted all the money 
which we had taken from Samuel Simon, and which 
amounted to three thouſand ducats; fo that, with this 
ſum, and what we had before, we might have boaſted 
of having a pretty good ſtock. - þ 
As it was neceſſary for ſom e of us to go and buy pro- 
vifions, Ambroſe and Don Raphael having quitted 
their dre!s of inquiſitor and ſecretary, {aid that they 
would take that charge upon themſelves; that the ad- 
venture at Xelva had only whetted their appetite: that 
they longed to be at Segorba, to ſee it ſome occaſion 


would not offer of ſtriking a new ftroke, 5 You have; 
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nothing to do,“ added the fon of Lucinda, but wait 
for us under theſe willows : we will not tarry, but 
rejoin you in a very ſhort time.“ * Signior Don Ra- 
Phael,* cried I, laughing, bid us rather wait for 
you till doomſday : if you leave us now, I believe we 
need not expect to ſee you ſooner. Weare affronted 
by your ſuſpicion,” replied Signtor Ambroſe z * but 
we deſerve it at your hands: your diſtruſt is excuſa- 
ble, after what we did at Valladolid; and we cannot 
blame you for thinking that we will make no more 
ſcruple of forſaking you, than of abandoning our com- 
rades in that city: but, however, you are miſtaken, 


The confederates from whoſe company we withdrew, 


were perſons of very bad character, and their ſociety 
began to grow inſupportable. We mutt do juſtice to 
people of our profeſſion, by affirming, that there are 
no aſſociates in civil life, leſs divided by intereſt than 
they; but when there is not a conformity of inclina- 
tions among them, their good underftanding may be 
broke, as well as that of the reſt of mankind. Where- 
fore, Signior Gil Blas,” added Lamela, © we beg that 
you and Don Alphonſo will have a little more confi- 


dence in us; and let not the defire of Don Raphael 
and me to go to Segorba, give you the leaſt uneaſineſs. 


© It is an eaſy matter, ſaid the ſon of Lucinda, to 
rid them of all cauſe of anxiety : let them remain mal\- 
ters of the caſh, and then they will have in their own 


hands good ſecurity for our return. You ſee, Signior 
Sil Blas, added he, © that we come to the point at 


once. You thali have pledges in your bands, ard |. 


can aſſure you that Ambroſe and I will tet out without 


the leaſt apprehenſion of your giving us the flip. At- 
ter ſuch a certain mai K of our fidelity, won't you truſt 
to our promiſe?” Ves, gentlemen,” ſaid I; © and you 


may now do what you pleaſe.* They departed imme- 


diateiy with the leathern bottle and knapfack, leaving 
me under the willows with Don Alphonſo; who, after 
they were gone, ſaid to me, © Signior Gil Blas, I mutt 
diictofe my ſentiments to you. I upbraid myſelf with 
Having had the complaiſance to come {0 far with we 


2 SS 
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ſharpers: you cannot imagine how ofterT have repented 
of this my conduct, Yeſterday, while I took care of 
the horſes, I made a thouſand mortiſy ing reflections : 
I conſidered that it ill became a young man, who has 
principles of honour, to live with ſuch wicked wretches 
as Don Raphael and Lamela; that if unluckily, one 
day, which may not be far off, a trick ſhould miſcarry, 
by which we ſhall fall into hands of juſtice, I ſhall 
be ſhamefully puniſhed with them as a thief, and un- 


inceſſantly occur to my fancy; and I own I have re- 
ſolved, that I may no longer be an accomplice of their 
miſdemeanors, to ſeparate from them for ever. I don't 


my deſign.” No, I'll aſſure you,” anſwered I; 
though you have ſeen me att the part of an alguazil, 
in the comedy of Samuel Simon, don't imagine that 
theſe ſort of pieces are to my taſte, I take heaven to 
witneſs, that while I played ſuch a fine part, I ſaid 
within myſelf, “ In faith, Mr. Gil Blas, if Juſtice 
ſhould come now and ſeize you by the collar, you would 
richly deſerve the ſalary which ſhe would beſtow !'? 
1 tee] myſelf, therefore, no more diſpoſed than you, Sig- 
dior Don Alphonſo, to remain longer in ſuch good 


company; and, if you will give me leave, I will ac- 


company you. When the gentlemen return, we wilt 
demand our ſhare of the finances, and to-morrow. morn- 
ing, or this very night, bid them an eternal adieu.“ 
The beautiful Scraphina's lover approved of my pro- 
poſal. Let us, ' ſaid he, get into Valencia, and em- 
bark for Italy, where we may engage in the Venetian 
ſervice. Is it not better to carry arms, than lead this 
bale guilty lite? We ſhall even be in a condition to 
maxe a pretty good figure with the money which we 
have; not that I can uſe ſuch ill-gotten wealth with - 
out remorſe ; but, beſides that I am compeiled by ne- 
ceſſity, if ever I make the leaſt fortune in war, I ſwear 
that Iwill indemnify Samuel Simon.“ I aſſured Pon 
Alphonſo that Jentertained che ſame ſentiments: and, 
in ort, we reſolved to leave our comrades next morn- 


dergo the moſt infamous chaſtiſement. Theſe images 
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128 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 
ing before day. We had not the leaſt temptation to 
profit by their abſence, that is, todecamp immediately 
with the caſh : the confidence they had ſhewn, in leav. 


ing us maſters of the money, did not. permit us to 


harbour ſuch a thought. 

Ambroſe and Don Raphael returned from Segorba 
in the evening; and the firlt thing they told us was, 
that their journey had been proſperous : that they had 


laid the foundation of a ſtratagem, which in all like- 
lihood would be more advantageous than the laſt. Ac- 


cordingly the ſon of Lucinda was going to inform us 
of the particulars, when Don Alphonſo declared his 


reſojutiou to leaye them; and let them know that I 


had the ſame intention. They uſed all their endeavours, 

in vain, to engage us to accompany them in their ex- 

pedition; but we took leave of them next day, after 

having made an equal partition of the money, and 

procecded on our way to Valencia. | 
CHAP. II. 

After aubat diſagreeable Incident Don Alphonſo found his 
Wiſhes fulfilled ; and by what Adventure Gil Blas, 
of a ſudden, ſaw himſelf in a happy Situation. 
WE puſhed forward chearfully as far as Bunol ; 

where, unfortunately, being obliged to halt, Don 
Alphonſo fell fick of a high fever, with violent pa- 
roxy{ms, which made me atraid of his life. Luckily 
there was no phyſician in the place, and I was quit for 


my far: he was out of danger at the end of three days, 


and my care helped to re-eſtabliſh his health. He 
ſhewed himſelf very ſenſible of what I had done for him; 


and, as we felt a reciprocal kindnels for one another, 
we {wore an eternal friendſhip. 


We betook ourſelves again to the road, ſtil] reſolved, 
when we ſhould arrive at Valencia, to take the firſt op- 


portunity of a paſſage into Italy: but Heaven diſpoled 


of us otherwiſe. Secing a number of peaſants, of both 


lexes, dancing in a circle, and making merry, before - 
the gate of a fine caſtle, we approached to behold their 


mirth; and Don Alphonſo expected nothing lets than 
the turptize with which he was ſeized all of a ſudden. 


contracted without his conſent. 
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He perceived the Baron de Steinbach; who no ſooner 
knew him again, than he ran to him:vith open arms, 
ſaying, in a tranſport of joy, Ah, Don Alphonſo! is 
it you! what an agreeable rencounter is this! While 
enquiry is made after you all over the Kingdom, chance 
preſents you to my view.” . 
My companion, alighting immediately, ran and em- 
braced the Baron, whole joy ſeemed immoderate, 
Come, my ſon, ' {aid the good old man to him; © you 
will now know who you are, and enjoy the moſt per- 
fect happinels.* 
caſtle, which I likewiſe entered along with them; for 
while they embraced one another, I had alighted, and 
tied our horſes to a tree. The maſter of the caſtle was 
the firſt perſon whom we met. He was a man about 


fifty years of age, and of a vcry engaging aſpect, 


« Signſor,” ſaid the Baron de Steinbach, preſenting Don 
Alphonſo to him, * behold your ſon!' At theſe words 
Pon Cæſar de Leyva (io was the maſter of the caſtle 
called) threw his arms about Don Alphonſo's neck, 
and weeping with joy; * My dear fon,” faid he, © you 
ſee in me the author of your being: if I have let you 
remain to Jong in ignorance of your birth, believe me, 
I did in that a cruel violence to myſelf: I have a thou- 
ſand times ſighed with ſorrow ; but I could not do 


Otherwiſe, I married your mother through inclina- 


tion, though ſhe was of a birth inferior to mine, and 
lived under the authority of a harſh father, who re- 
duced me to the neceſſity of keeping ſecret a marriage 
1 he Baron de Stein- 
bach alone was in my confidence, and it was in con- 


cert with me that he brought you up. In ſhort, my 


father 1s no more, and I am now at hberty to declare 
you my ſole heir. This is not all, added he; © you 
ſhall be married to a young lady, whole nobility equals 


mine.“ * Signior,* cried Don Alphonto, interrupting 


him, © do not make me pay too dear for the happineſs 
which you beſtow. Cannot I know. that I have the 
honour of being your ſon, without learning, at the 
lame time, that you want to make me unhappy? Ab, 

| 


4 


So ſaying, he carried him into the 
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$50 + ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 
Sir! be not more cruel than your own father; who, 
though he did not approve of your paſſion, was not lo 
ſevere as to force you to marry.” Son, ' replied Don 
Czſar, * 1 don't intend to tyrannize over your affec- 
tions; but be ſo complaiiant as to ſee the lady whom 
I deſtine for your bed; this is all I exa& of your obe- 
dience. Though ſhe is a charming creature, and a 
very advantageous match for you, I promiſe not to 
conſtrain you to make her your wife. She is now in 
the caſtle; follow me, and you will own that there 
never was a more amiable object.“ So ſaying, he 
conducted Don Alphonſo into an apartment, whither 
I attended them, with the Baron de Steinbach. 
There was the Count de Polan, with his two deugh- 
ters, Seraphina and Julia, and Don Ferdinand, his ſon- 
in-law, who was nephew to Don Czar ; there were 
other ladies and gentlemen preſent alſo. Don Ferdinand, 


as was already obſerved, had carried off Julia; and it 


was on the occaſion of the marriage of thele two lovers, 
that the peaſants of the neighbourhood were aſſembled 
to make merry. As ſoon as Don Alphonſo appeared, 
and his father had preſented him to the company, the 
Count de Polan got up, and, running to embrace him, 
ſaid, « Welcome, my deliverer! Don Alphonlo,? added 
he, © obſerve the power that virtue has on generous 
minds ; it you killed my ſon, you have alſo ſaved my 
lite. I ſacrifice my reſentment to you, and give you 
that Seraphina whoſe honour you have preſerved, In 
this manner I acquit myſelf of my obligation.“ The 


ſon of Don Cæſar did not fail to teſtify to the Count 


de Polan, how much he was affected with his gene- 
rolity ; and I do not know whether he felt more joy 
in diſcovering his birth, or in learning that he was to 
be Seraphina's huſband. In effect, that marriage was 
celebrated a few days after, to the infinite ſatielckion 
of the parties concerned. 

As I was allo one & the count's deliver ers, that 
nobleman, who knew me again, aſſured me, he would 
take upon himſelf the care of making my fortune; but 


I thanked him for his gener ality, and would not leave 
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ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 
Don Alphonſo, who made me ſteward of his houſe, and 
honoured me with his confidence. Scarce was he mare 
ried, when the trick which had been played upon 
Samuel Simon lying on his conſcience, he fent me to 
that merchant with all the money which had been 


131 


ſtolen from him. I went accordingly to make reſt. 
tution 3 and began the bulineis of a ſteward, by doing 


v2 


that which ought to be the end of it. 
BOOK VII. 
CHAT I: 

The Amours F Gil Blas and Dame Lorenga Sephora. 


Went accordingly to Xelva, to make reſtitution of 
the three thoutand ducats which we had ſtole from 


Samuel Simon; and will freely own, I was tempted on 


the road to convert the money to my own ule, in order 
to begin my ſtewardſhip under happy auſpices. This 
Imight have done with impunity ; tor, had I travelled 
five or fix days, and then returned, as if I had acquitted 
myſelf of my commiſſion, Don Alphonſo and his father 
would never have ſuſpected my fidelity, I did not 
yield, however, to the temptation, but ſurmounted it 
like a lad of honour; a victory not a little commend- 


able in a young fellow, who had aſſociated with great 


cheats. There are a great many, who, though ac- 
quainted with honeſt people only, are not fo ſcrupulous; 
thoſe, eſpecially, who are intruſted with ſums which 
they may keep without intereſting their reputation. 
Having made reſtitution to the merchant, who ex- 
pected nothing leſs, I returned to the caſtle of Leyva, 
which the Count de Poian havingleft, had iet out again 
tor Toledo, with Julia and Don Ferdinand. I found 
my new maſter more captivated than ever with Sera- 
phina; his Seraphina enchanted by him; and Don Cæſar 
charmed with the poſſeſſion of them both. I endeavoumed 
to gain the friendſhip of that tender father, and ſuc- 
ceeded : T became ſteward of the family, regulated every 
fling in it, received money from the farmers, diſburſed 


NT IONS 
be 
< 


n — —— 8 NN re 
PPT 
3 


. 
* 
r . 
— 1 2 
* — 4, 
= 


— — 


R— : ——— — 


—ů INS 


b.. 


_ 


_ ONE I 
— 


1 we 2. 8 
3 F . 


1 
—— — 


PTD 


3 
2 + 


pier - 
EEE es 


bd 


CO „„ 
FO C4 eo 8 
— — . 
— 4 waning 4 
SoC ty od — 


_ 


— de 

rr —_ 
= * 4 

* — me a mona 


9 9 
* — — 
* 2332 


AAA i nn a 
4 r 2 
— 


32 
\. CSI 7-4 


*%. 2 2 % 

IR 2 — — 

S 
— ” \ * 1 


— 
——————— VG 


. tc 


— FIC — » 
r 


- — 
— 


— ä—m—] — — 2 


5 


— EEE Ys 


* 


22 


—— — —— 


5 — 4 ——— — 4 — — 
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for the expence of houſe-keeping, and had a deſpotic 
power over all the ſervants. But, contrary to the uſual 


practice of ſtewards, I did not abuſe my power. I did 


not turn away thoſe domeſtics who diſpleaſed me, nor 


expected that the reſt ſhould be entirely devoted to my 


will: if they addreſicd themſelves directly to Don 
Cz'ar, or his (on, when they wanted any favour. far 
from thwarting their intereſt, I always ſpoke in their 
behalt : beſides, the marks of affection which I every 
moment received from my maſters, inſpired me with 
zeal for their ſervice; and I hai nothing but their in- 
tereſt in view. There was no legerdemam in my ad- 
miniſtration ; and I was ſuch a ſteward as is not every 
day to be met with. While I enjoyed the happinels of 
my condition, Love, as if he had been jealuus of what 
Fortune had done for me, had a mind that I ſhould owe 


ſome favours to him allo ; and produced in the heart of 


Dame Lorenca Sephora, chief waiting-woman to Sera- 
phina, a violent inclination for maſter ſteward. My 
conqueſt (io relate things like a faithful hiſtorian) 
glanced upon her fiftieth year; but a lively look, an 


agreeable countenance, and two fine eyes, which ſhe 


knew how to ule to the beſt advantage, might be ſaid to 


make her ſtili paſs for the object of an intrigue : I could 


have wiſhed only for a few roſes in her complexion, 
for ſhe was extremely pale; a circumitance which [I 
did not fail to attribute to the auſterity of celibacy. 


The lady practiſed upon me a long time by looks, 
in which her paſſion was painted; but, inſtead of 


anſwering her glances, I at firſt teemed not to per- 
ceive her deſign ; by which behaviour I appeared to 
her as a novice in gallantry, a diſcovery that ihe did 
not diſlike. Imagining, therefore, that ſhe ought no 
longer to confine herſelf to the language of the eyes, 
with a young man whom ſhe believed leſs knowing 
than he was, during the very firſt converſation we had 
together, ſhe declared her ſentiments in form, that I 
might not he ignorant of them tor the future. This 


ne performed like one who had been at ſchool. She 
feigned to be diſconcerted while ſhe ſpoke to me; and, 
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after having freely expretlci all that tho had to ſay, bid 
her face, to make me believe the was aſhamed of let- 
ting me ſee her weakneis. There was no reſiſting ; 
and, though I was detzrmined more by vanity than 
inclination, I ſhewed mylelt very ſenſihle of her affec- 
tion: I even attecte:] to be urgent; and acted the 
paſſionate lover fo well, that I attracted her reproaches. 
Lorenca reproved ine, but with {o much gentleneſs, 
that, while he recommended moderation to me, ſhe 


feemed not at all ſorry at my waut of it. 1 ſhould _ 


have puſhed things #11} farther, if the beloved object 
had not been afraid of giving me a bad opinion of her 
virtue, by granting me a victory too cheap. We 
therefore parted till another occaſion ; 8, phora, per- 
ſuaded that her falſe reſiſtance made me look upon her 
as a veſtal; and I, elevated with the ſweet hope of 
bringing the adventure ſoon to a conclunon. 

My affairs were in this ſituation, when one of Don 
Cæſar's lacquies told me a piece of news which mo- 
erated my joy. This young tellow was one of thoſe 
curious domeſtics, who make it their buſineſs to dif- 
cover what paſſes in the family. As he was very aſli- 
duous in paying his court to me, and regaled me every 
day with ſomething new, he came one morning, and told 
me, that he had made a pleaſant diſcovery, which he 
would communicate to me on condition that I ſhould 
keep it ſectet; becauſe it regarded Dame Lorenca Se- 
phora, whoſe reſentment (he ſaid) he was afraid of in- 
curring. I was too eager to hear what he had to ſay, 
not to promite ſecrecy ; but, without ſeeming to be the 
leaſt concerned, I aſked him, with all the indifference 
I could effect, what the diſcovery was with which he 
intended to entertain me. Lorencga,* ſaid he, every 
evening privately admits into her apartment the ſur— 
geon of the village, a very ſtout young fellow; and 
the rogue always remains with her a conſiderable time. 
I am willing to believe,“ added he, with a fatirical 
mile, © that this behaviour may be very innocent; but 
| you mult allow, that a young man who lips ſo myſ- 
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134 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 
teriouſly into a maid's chamber, gives a handle te 
ican*a] to be very free with her character.“ 

Although this report gave me as much pain as if I 
had been actually in love, I took care to conceal my 
vexation: I even conſtrained myſelf ſo much, as 10 
hugh at the news that pierced me to the very ſoul, 
But I indemnified myſelf for that conſtraint, as ſoon as 
I faw mylelt alone. I curſed, I ſwore, and muſed upon 
the reſolution I ſhould take, Sometimes, deſpiſing Lo- 
renga, I propoſed to abandon her, without even deign- 
ing to come to an explanation with the coquette ; and 
ſometimes imagining that I was bound in honour to 
banith the ſurgeon from the houſe, I formed the deſign 
of challenging him to ſingle combat: this laſt reſolution 
prevailed. I lay in ambuſh towards the evening; and, 
ſure enough, perceived my man enter with a myiterious 
air into the apartment of my duenna. This was ne- 
ceſſary to {ſupport my fury. I went out of the caſtle, 
and potted myſelf on the road by which my gallant 
muſt return: here I waited for him without flinching, 
and every moment the defire of fighting with him in- 
crealed. At length my enemy appeared, and I went 
forward ſome yards like a Drawcanſir ; but I do not 
know how the devil it happened, I found myſelf all of 
a ſudden ſeized, like one of Homer's heroes, with an 
emotion of fear that arreſted my ſteps; and I ſtood as 
much confonnded as Paris, when he preſented himicif 


to fight Menelaus. I began to conſider my man, who 


ſeemed ſtrong and vigorous z and his ſword appeared 
to be of an exceſſive length. All this had its effect 


upon me; nevertheleſs, out of a point of honour, or 


ot herwite, though I ſaw the danger with magnifying 
eyes, and, in ſpite of nature, which made obſtinate 
efforts to make me deſiſt, I had the boldneſs to advance 
towards the ſurgeon, and unſheath my rapier. 
Surprized at my action, he cried, What is the mat- 
ter, Mr. Gil Blas? what is the meaning of thele de- 
monſtrations? You are pleaſed to be merry, I ſup- 
poſe?“ © No, Mr. Barber, I replied, you are mi- 
taken; I am in a very ſerious humour, and want to 
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know, whether or not you are as brave as gallant, 
You mult not expect that I will let you pofleis in tran- 
quillity the favours of the lady whom you viſt at the 


caſtle.” „By St. Come “' 121d the ſurgeon, burſting 


into a loud laugh, here is a pleaſant adventure. 


Egad! appearances are very deceitful.* From theſe 


words, imagining that he was as little inclined to fight 
as I, I became more inſolept, and faud, * Friend, that 
won't paſs; don't think that I will be ſatisfied with a 
imple denial.* © I fee, then,* anſwered he, that 1 
ſhall be obliged to ſpeak, in order to prevent the miſ- 


chief which might happen to you or me; and I muſt 


reveal a ſecret, although people of our profeſſion can- 
not be too diſcreet. It Dame Lorenga aamits me by 
fealth into her apartment, it is with a view of con- 
cealing her diſtemper from the ſervants : ſhe has an in- 
veterate cancer in her back, which I dreſs every even- 
ing. This is the cauſe of the viſits which alarm you; 
ſo that you may henceforth keep your heart at eaſe; 
Though,” added he, if you are not fatisfied with 
this declaration, but abſolutely bent upon coming to 
points, ſpeak the word; I am your man.“ So ſaying, 


4 


he drew his long rapier, which made me ſhiver z and 


put himſelf upon his guard. Enough, faid I to 


him, ſheathing my ſword ; ] am not a brute, to re- 


fuſe to hear realon ; after what you have told me, vou 

are no longer my enemy; let us embrace.” i 
At this diſcourſe, which ſhewed him that T was not 

ſuch a devil as I at firſt appeared to be, he laughed, 


put up his rapier, gave me his hand; and, in ſhort, 


we parted the beſt friends in the world, | 
From that moment, Sephora preſented nothing but 


diſagreeable ideas to my imagination: I avoided very 


opportunity ſhe gave me of converiing with her in pri- 


vate; and that with ſuch care and atteCtation, that ſhe 
perceived my diſguſt. Aſtoniſhed at ſuch a change, 
ſhe reſolved to know the caute ; and at length, finding 
an occaſion to ſpeak with me apart, Mr. Steward !* 


gt. Come was a phyſician and martyr ; therefore properly invoked by. 
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ſaid ſhe, © pray te!l me why you avoid the ſight of me? 


- © Tt is true, I made ſome advances, but you made ſuit- 


able returns. Recolleét, if you pleaſe, the private 
converſation we had together: you was then all fire, 
but now you are all ice. What is the meaning of all 
this?“ This was a very delicate queſtion for a plain 
man; conſequently, it embarraſſed me not a little. I 
do not remember the anſwer which 1 made; but it diſ- 
pleaſed her very much, and that was enough. Sephora, 


though, by her ſweet modeſt air, one would have taken 


her for a lamb, was a very tygreſs when her wrath pre- 
vailed. I thought,” ſaid ſhe, darting at me a look 


full of ſpite and rage, * that 1 did a great deal of ho- 
nour to a little fellow like you, in diſcovering to him 
_ thoſe ſentiments which noble cavaliers would have glo- 


Tied in exciting: but I am juſtly puniſhed for having 
unworthily abaſed them to a wretched adventurer.” 
Had ſhe topped here, I ſhould have thought myſelf 
cheaply quit. Her tongue, obedient to her fury, ho- 
noured me with an hundred epithets, every one more 
bitter than another. TI ought to have heard them in 


cool blood: and reflected, that in diſdaining the triumph 


of her virtue, which I had attempted, I committed a 
crime that no woman can forgive. But JI was too paſ- 
ſionate to bear reproaches, at which a ſenſible man, in 
my place, would have laughed; and my patience tor- 
faking me, Madam, faid I, © we ought not to de- 
ſpiſe any body: if thole noble cavaliers of whom you 
ſpeak, had ſeen your back, I am ſure their curioſity 
would have proceeded no tarther.* I had no ſooner 
uttered this repartee, than the furious duenna gave me 
the rudeſt box on the ear that ever an affronted woman 


beſtowed. LI did not wait for a ſecond; but, by a 


ſpeedy flight, avoided a ſhower of blows that would 
certainly have fallen upon my carcaſe. 

[ thanked Heaven, when I found myſelf extricated 
out of this troubleſome affair; and imagined I had no- 
thing more to fear, ſince the !ady had revenged herſelf. 
I thought that, tor her own honour, ſhe would never 
mention the adventure; and, indeed, fifteen days 
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elapſed betore I heard any thing ot the matter. I my. 
{elf began to forget it, when 1 underſtood that Se- 
phora was ill, I was humane enough to be afflicted 
at the news; I pitied the lady; and believing, that 
not being able to overcome a paſhon fo ill requited, 
ſhe had fallen a victim to her unhappy love, I reflected 
with ſorrow that I was the cauſe ot her indiſpoſit ion, 
and at leaſt lamented the duenna, if I could not love 
her. How much was I mittaken in my opinion! Her 
tenderneſs changed into hate; and, at that time, her 
whole ſtudy was to do me milchiet, 

One morning, being alone with Don Alphonſo, and 
obſerving that young gentleman penſive and ſad, I 
begged, in a reſpectiui manner, to know the cauſe, © I 
am chagrined,” ſaid he, © to find Seraphina weak, un- 
cratetul, and unjuſt. You are aſtoniſhed at this infor- 
mation, added he, perceiving that I liftencd with fur- 
priſe 3 * and yet nothing is more true. I don't know 
_ what cauſe you may have given Dame Lorenga to hate 
you; but you are aſſuredly become ſo odious to her, 


that if you don't leave the caſtle with the utmoſt diſ- 


patch, her death, fhe ſays, will be inevitable. You 
ought not to doubt that Seraphina, who has a regard 
for you, at firſt revolted againit a hate which the 
could not gratuy without injultice and ingratitude. 
But, in ſhort, ſhe is a woman: the has a tender affec- 
tion for Scphora, who brough her up; and that go— 
vervante is A ſort of mother to her, whole death the 
would reproach herſelf with, it ihe was not weak 
enough to ſatisfy this her delie: as for my part, not- 
withitanding the love that attaches me to Seraphina, 
I ſhall never have the baſe complaiſance to adhere to 
her ientiments on this ſubject, Periſh all the duennas 


in Spain, before I conſent to the removal of a young 
man whom I conſider more as a biother than a do- 


meſtic !* Bo | | | 

Alphonſo having ſpoke thus, I ſaid to him, „Sig- 
nior, FE am born to-be the ſport of Fortune! I thought 
ſhe would have ceaſed to perſecute me in your houle, 


where every thing dlattered me with quiet and happy 
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days; but how agreeable loever my fituation may be, 
J find I muſt give it up.“ Not at all!” cried the 
generous ſon of Don Cæſar; leave me to make Scra- 
phina hear reaſon: it ſhall never be ſaid, that you have 
been ſacrificed to the caprice of a duenna, to whom 
too much deference has been paid in other reſpects,” 
© Sir,” ſaid I, © you will only provoke Seraphina, in 
reſiſting her will, I had much rather retire, than, by 


a longer ſtay in this place, run the riſque of breeding 


any diviſion between ſuch a happy pair: that would 
be a misfortune for which I ſhould never be conloled.” 
Don Alphonſo torbade me to take any ſuch reſolu- 


tion; and I ſaw him ſo fixed in the deſign of ſupport- 


ing me, that Lorenga would undoubtedly have met 
with a rebuff, if 1 had been minded to oppoſe her. At 
certain times, being piqued againſt the duenna, I was 
tempted to expoſe her; but when I came to conſider, 
that in revealing her ſhame, I ſhould ſtab the heart of 
a poor creature whole ind:{pofition I was the occafior. 
of, and that two incurable diſtempers viſibly con- 
ducted her to the grave, my relentment was changed 
into compatiion ; "and I concluded, that fince 1 was 
ſuch a dangerous mortal, J ought in conictence to fe- 
eſtabliſh, by my retreat, the tranquillity of the caſtle, 
This refojution J executed the very next morning be- 
fore day, without bi dding adieu to mv two matters; 

teſt, through friendintp for me, they ſhould oppoſe 
my departure. I contented myſelf with leaving in 


my chamber a writing, wherein was contained an ex- 


act account of my adniniftration. 
„ 
The Fate of Gil Plas after he quitted the Caſdle of Le; on, 
and the happy Conſequence thut attend. d 
the bad Succeſs of his Anidurs. 

I Was mounted on a good boric of my ow 5 with two 

hundred piſtoſes in my portmnteau, the be | part of 
which I had got by the banditti whom we flew, an! 
the ſhare of the hree thouſand ducats which hay been 
ſtolen from Samuel Simon; for Don Alphonſo, with- 
out making me reito:e what hd tigered, bad made 
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reſtitution of the whole ſum out of his own pocket. 
Wherefore, conſidering my effects as wealth become 
lawful, I enjoyed it without ſcruple. I was in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a fund, therefore, which did not allow me 
to be much concerned for the future, over and above 
the confidence which one of my age always has in his 


own merit: beſides, Toledo preſented an agreeable 
aſylum; for I did not at all doubt that the Count de 
Polan would be pleaſed with an opportunity of oblig- 


ing one of his deliverers with a kind reception, and an 
apartment in his houſe. But this nobleman I looked 
upon as my laſt reſource ; and reſolved, before I ſhould 
apply to him, to ſpend part of my money in travel- 


ling through the kingdoms of Murcia and Granada, 


which I longed particularly to ſee. With this deſign 
I fet out tor Almanſa, whence continuing my journey, 
I went from city to city, as far as Granada“, with- 
out meeting any bad accident. Fortune, fatisfied 
with having played me ſo niany tricks, {cemed willing 
at length to leave me in quiet: but for all that, ſhe 
was then hatching a great many more, as will be ſeen 
in the ſequel. One of the firſt pertons I met in the 
ſtreets of Granada, was Signior Don Fernando de 
Leyva, who was, as well as Yon Alphonſo, fon: in- 
. law to the Count de Pojan, We were equally fur- 
prized at ſeeing one another in that place. Gil 
Blas!“ cried he, how came you to be 1a this city ? 
What butinels brings you hither ?* „Signior,' fad 
J, if you are anoniſhed to ſee me in this country, 
you will be much more ſo when you hear the caule of 
my quitting the te vice of Signior Don Cæſar and his 
ſon.“ Then I recounted ali that had paſſed between 
Sephora and me, without the leaſt diſguiſe, He langhed 
heartily at the adventure; then growing ſerious 
again, Friend,“ faid he, © I offer you my mediation 
in this affair, and will wiite to my fiiter-in-law,? 
© By no means, Signior,“ ſaid J, interrupting him, 


pray don't write; {or I did not leave the caſtle of 


Leyva with any intention to return, Make, if you 
* Grauada, the capital of the Linz dein that bcars the ſaime name, 
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140 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, 
pleaſe, another uſe of the regard you have for me; 
and if any one of your friends has occaſion for a ſecre- 


tary or ſteward, I beg you will ſpeak to him in my 
favour. I dare aſſure you, that you ſhall have no by t 
caule to repent of your recommendation.“ With all of c 
my heart, he replied, I will do what you deſire. I hel 
am come to Granada to viſit an old aunt who is ſick, E 
and I ſhall ſtay here three weeks longer; at the end of mg 
which, I ſhall ſet out on my return to my caflleat Lor- ſho 
qui, where I have left Julia. I lodge here, added wo 
he, ſhewing me a houſe about an hundred yards from Joi! 
us; come and call on me ſome hours hence ; by ſho 
which time, perhaps, I ſhall have diſcovered ſome WA 
ſuitable poſt for you.“ his 
And, indeed, at our very next meeting, he ſaid, co 
© The Archbiſhop of Granada, my kinſman and friend, me 
wants a young man of letters, poſſeſſed of a goc tie 
hand, to make fair copies of his writings ; for he is a Wi 
great author, has compoſed a vaſt number of homilies, 8 
and ſtudies mere every day, which he pronounces with ly 
applauſe. As I believe you are ſuch an one as he di 
wants, I propoſed you to him, and he bas vpromiſed th 
to take you into his ſervice. Go and preſent yourſelf ſe 
to him, in my name; and you may judge, by the re- h. 
ception which you ſhall receive, whether or not I have hos 
ſpoke in your behalf“. | | - al 
This was ſuch a place as I deſired: where fore, har. 
ing dreſſed to the beſt advantage, in order to appear 0: 
before that prelate, I repaired one morning to the 1 
archbiſhop's palace. Here, was I to imitate the au- t! 


thors of romance, I ſhould give a pompous deſcription y 
of this epiſcopal palace or Granada; I would enlarge 1 
upon the ſtiucture of the building, extol the richnets t 
c 
| 


of the furniture, deſcribe the ſtatues and pictures, and 

| not ſpare the readers the Jeaft tittle of the ftories they 

lt repreſented ; but I ſhall content myſelf with chſery- 
| 


ing, that it equalled the royal palace in magnificence. 

| i found in the apartments a crowd ot eccleſiaſtics, 

and gentlemen of the ſword, the greateſt part whereof 
were the officers of his grace; his almoners, his gen- 
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tlemen, bis uſhers, and valets de chambre. The laity 
were, almoſt all, ſo ſuperbly dreſſed, that one would 
have taken them for noblemen rather than domeſtics, 
by their haughty looks, and affectation of being men 
of conſequence. While I beheld them, I could not 
help laughing, and ridiculing them within myſelf. 
*Egad !* ſaid I, © theſe people are very happy in bear- 
ing the yoke of ſervitude, without feeling it; for, in 
ſhort, if they felt it, I imagine that their behaviour 
would he leſs afſſuming.* Addreſſing myſelf to a grave 
jolly perſonage that ſtood at the door of the archbi- 
ſhop's cloſet, in order to open and ſhut it when there 
was occaſion, I aſked civilly if I could not ſpeak with 
his grace. Wait,” ſaid he, dryly, till his grace 
comes out to go to maſs, and he will give you a mo- 
ment's audience in paſſing.” I armed myſelf with pa- 
tience, and <ndeavoured to enter into converſation 
with ſome of the officers : but they began to examine 
me from head to toot, without deigning to ſpeak one 
ſyllable; and then looked at one another, ſmiling with 
diſdain, at the liberty which I had taken to mingle in 
their diſcourſe, I was, I own, quite diſconcerted at 
ſeeing myſelf treated in this manner by valets; and 
had ſcarce recollected myſelf from the confuſion in 
which I was, when the cloſet-door opened, and the 
archbiſhop appeared. . | 

Immediately a profound filence prevailed among his 
ofacers ; who, all of a ſudden, laid aſide their inſolent 
carriage, and aſſumed a reſpectful look in preſence of 
their maſter. This prelate was in his ſixty and ninth 
year, pretty much of the make of my uncle theCanonGil 
Perez; that is, plump and ſhort: he was very much 
bandy- legged into the bargain; and ſo bald, that he had 
only a ſmall tuft of hair remaining on the back part of 
his head; tor which reaſon, he was obliged to cover 
his head in a new woollen cap with long ears. In ſpi:e 
of all that, I obterved in him the air of a man of qua- 
lity ; doubtleſs, becauſe I knew bim to be one. We 
common people look upon all your great noblemen 
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with a prepoſſeſſion that often gives them the air of 
greatneis which nature has refuſed. 

The archbiſhop, immediately adyancing towards 
me, aſked me what I wanted, with a voice full of 


| ſweetneſs z and I told him that I was the young man 


of whom Don Fernando de Ley va had ſpoke to him. 


_ He gave me no time to proceed; but cried, © O! you 
are the perſon, then, of whom he {poke ſo handſomely. 


I retain you in my iervice; you are a valuable ec. 
quiſition. You may ſtay where you are.“ So faying, 
he went out, ſupported by two uſhers; after having 
heard ſome clergymen, who had ſomething to com- 


municate. Scarce was he out of the room, when the 


ſame officers who diſdained my converſation courted it, 
They furrounded me, and with the utmoſt compfai- 
{ance expreſſed their joy at ſeeing me become a com- 
menſal officer of the palace. Having heard what their 
maſter ſaid to me, they had a longing deſire to know 
on what footing I was retained ; bur I was ſo malici- 
ous as to baulk their curioſity, in revenge for their 
contempt. | 

His grace, returning in a little time, made me fol- 
low him into his cloſet, that he might talk with me 


in private, I concluded that his defign in ſo doing 


was to try my underſtanding ; and, accordingly, kept 
myſelf on my guard, and was reſolved to weigh every 


word before I ſhould ſpeak it. He firſt of all exam- 


ined me on what is called humanity ; and I did not 
anſwer amiſs; he had occaſion to fee, that I was pretty 
well acquainted with the Greek and Latin authors, 


He then put me upon logic, where I expected him, 
and found me quite maſter of that ſubject. © Your 
education,“ ſaid he to me, with tome ſurpriſe, „has 


not been neglected: let us now ſee your hand-Writing. 
T thereupon took out of my pocket a ſheet, which 
had brought for the purpoſe ; and the prelate ſecmed 
very well pleaſed with my performance. *© I am ſatis- 
fied with your hand, cried he, and ſtill more with 
ue underflanding. I ſhall thank my nephew Den 


| ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 143 
Fernando for having given me ſuch an able young 
man, whom I look upon as a real preſent.” 

Being interrupted by the arrival of ſome noblemen 
of Granada, who came to dine with the archbiihop, I 
left them together, and withdrew among the officers, 
who were quite profule in their complaiſance to me. 
I went vo winner at the uſual time; and if they ob- 
ſerved me at table, I did nor tail to examine them 
alſo. What ſagacity there is in the exteriors of church- 
men! To me they appeared all ſaints; ſo much was 
my mind over-awed by the place where I was; and I 
did not ſo much as fuſpect that there could be any 
falſe coin in the caſes as if no ſuch thing was ever 
ſeen among the princes of the church! 

Being ſeated by an old valet de chambre, whoſe name 
was Melchior de la Ronda, he took great care to help 


me to the choice bits; and this attention, which he 


expreſſed for me, inſpiring me with 4 reſpect for him, 
he was charmed with my polite behaviour. © Signior 
Cavalier,“ ſaid he ſoftly to me, after dinner, I want 
to have ſome private converſation with you.“ At the 
ſame time he carried me to a part of the palace where 
nobody could overhear us, and there talked to me in this 
manner, Son, from the very firtt moment in which! 
ſaw you, I felt an inclination for you; of this I will 
give you a certain proof, by impar ing ſomething which 
may be of great advantage to you. Vou are here in a 
family, where true and falſe devotecs live pell mell; 
lo that it will be an infinite time before you can, of 
yourſelf, be acquainted with the ground. But I will 


{pare you ſuch a tedious and difagreeable ſtudy, by 


diſcovering the characters of both; after which you 
may the more catily conduct yourſelf. 

J will begin,” added he, © with his grace, whois a 
very pious prelate, inceſſantly employed in ediiying and 
reforming the people, by ſermons of his own compo— 
ſition, full of excellent morals. He quitted the court 
above twenty years ago, in order to devote himſelf en- 
tirely to his zeal for his flock. He is a learned man, 
and a great orator, whole ſole pleaſure conſiſts in 
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preaching, and his hearers are raviſh=d with admha— 
tion. Perhaps there is a little vanity in the cate ; but 
beſides that it does not belong to man, to penetrate the 
heart; it would be ungrateful in me to enquue into 
the faults of a perſon whoie bread I eat. If I was per. 
mitted to diſapprove of any thing in my maſter, I 
would blame his ſeverity. Inftead of making an al. 
lowance for ecclefiaftical toibles,' he punithes them with 
too much rigour: in particular, he proſecutes, with. 
out mercy, thoſe ho, relying on their innocence, at- 
tempt to juſtify them ſelves in a legal manner, in con- 
tempt of his authority. I obſerve another fault which 
is common to him with a great many people of qua- 
lity : although he loves his domeſtics, he makes vo 
conſiderat ion for their ſervices; but lets them grow 
old, without ever thinking of procuring for them tome 
ſmall ſettlement. If he gives them ſome gratifications 
ſometimes, they owe them ſolely to the goodneſs of 
ſomebody who has ſpoken in their behalf; for it would 
never come into his head to provide for them other- 
wiſe.“ 

This is what the old valet de chambre told me of lis 
maſter; and he afterwards communicated his thoughts 
of the cler gymen with whom we had dined; pictures 
which but ill agreed with their external deportment. 
Indeed he did not repretent them as diſhoneſt men, but 
only as bad prieſts; excepting ſome, however, whole 
virtues he very much extolled. I was no longer at a 
loſs how to regulate my features among thole gentle- 
men: that very evening, at ſupper, I, like them, al- 
ſumed a ſage aſpeti—a taſk that cofts nothing; ſo that 
we mult not wonder that there are ſo many hypocrites 
in the world. 

g CHAP. III. 
Gil B las becomes the Favourite of the Archoiſhop, and 
the Canal of his Bounty, 

Had been in the after noon to jetch my bags age and 

horſe from the inn where I had lodged,” a ter which 
1 returned to ſupper at the palace, where I found a 
very handſome chamber and a down bed pre; ared tor 


me. His grace ordered me to be called early next 
morning, and gave me a homily to tranſcribe, enjoin=- 
ing me to copy it with all poſſible exattneſs. This l 
performed minutely, without having forgot either ac- 


cent, point, or comma; ſo that the joy he ex pred was. 


mingled with ſurprize. Good Heaven !* cried he in 
a tranſport, when he had ſurveyed all the ſheets of my 
copy, © was ever any thing ſeen ſo correct! You trant- 
{ſcribe ſo well, that you muſt certainly underſtand 
grammar. Tell me ingenuoulſly, my friend, have you 
found nothing that ſhecked you in writing it over? 


Some neglect, perhaps, in ſtyle, or improper term!“ 


O, Sir,” anſwered I, with an air of modeſty, I am 
not learned enough to make critical obſervations; and 
if I was, Tam perſuaded the works of your giace would 
eſcape my ceniure.* The preiate ſmiled at my reply 
and, though he faid nothing, dilcovered, tough all 
his piety, that he was a downright author. | 
By this kind of flattery I entirely gained his good 
graces ; became more and more dear to him every day; 
and at length underſtood from Don Fernando, who vi- 


ſited him very often, that I was ſo much beloved, I 
might look upon my fortune as already made. This 


my maſter himſelf confirmed to me a little time after, 
on the following occaſion. One evening he repeated in 
his cloſet, when I was preſent, with gicat enthufialm, 
an homily which he intended to pronounce the next day 
in the cathedral ; and, not ſatisfied with aſking ny opt- 


nion of it in general, obliged me to fingle out the par- 


ticular paſſages which I moſt admired. I had the good 
luck to mention thoſe that he himlelt locked upon to be 
the beſt, his own favourite morceaus z by which means 
I paſſed in his judgment tor a man who had a delicate 
knowledge of the true beauties of a work. * This is,“ 


Cried he, © what is called having taſte and ſentiment : | 


Well, friend, I aſſure you, thou haſt got Bceotian ears.” 
In a word, he was {o wel! ſatisfied with me, that he 


pronounced with ſome vivacity, * Cil Blas, henceforth 


give thyſelf no uneaſineſs about thy fortune; I under- 
lake to make it extremely agreeable, I love thee z 
Vor. II. N 


9 
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and, as a proof of wy attection, make theg my con- 
fidant,? SE 
I no ſooner heard theſe words, than I fell at his 
grace's feet, quite penetrated with gratitude ; I heartily 
embraced his bandy legs, and looked upon myſelf as 
a man on the highway to wealth and opulence, © Yes, 
my child,” reſumed the archbiſhop, whoſe diſcourſe had 
been interrupted by my proftration 3 * thou ſhalt be 
the repoſitory of my molt ſecret thoughts. Liſten with. 
attention to what I am going to ſay : my chief pleaſure 
conſiſts in preaching ; the Lord gives a bking to my 
homilies; they touch the hearts of ſinners, make them 
1e ioufly reflect on their conduct, and have recourſe to 
repentance, I have ſometimes the ſatis faction to ſee a 
miter, terriaed by the images which I repreſent æ his 
avaiice, open his treaſures, and 1guander them with a 
prodigal hand. I have alſo tore, às it were, the epi- 
cure trom his pleaſures; filled hermitages with the 
ſons of ambition; and confirmed in her duty the wife 
who had been ſhaken Hy the allurements of a ſeducing 
lover. Theſe converſions, which are frequent, ought 
themielves to excite my ſtudy: nevertheleſs, I will 
conteis my weaknels. I propole to myſelf another re- 
ward, a reward which the deiicacy of my virtue re— 
proaches me with in vam! I mean, the eſteem that 
the world ſhews for fine poliſhed writing. The 
honour of being reckoned a perte& orator has charm- 
ed my imagination: my pertormances are thought 
equally nervous and delicate; but I would, of all 
things, avoid the fault of good authors, who write too 
long, and retire without fortciting the leaſt tittle of my 
| 1eputation. Wherefore, my dear Gil Blas,” continued 
the prelate, „one thing that I exact of thy zeal is, 
whenever thou ſhalt perceive my pen {mack ct old age, 
and wy genius flag, don't fail to advertiſe me of it: 
tor I won't truſt to my own judgment, which may be 
ſeduced by felt-love. That oblervation muſt proceed 
from a diuntereſted underſtanding z and I n ake choice 
of thine, which I know is good, reſolved to ſtand to 
thy deciſion,” Thank Heaven, Sir, la. d I, that 
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period is far off: beſides, a genius like that of your 
grace will preſerve its vigour much better than any 
other; or, to ſpeak more juſtly, will be alzays the 
ſame. I lock upon you as another Cardinal Ximenes, 


whole ſuperior genius, inſtead of being weakened by 


age, ſeemed to receive new ſtrength from it.“ No 
flattery, friend," ſaid he, interrupting me: * I know 
I am liable to fink all at once: people at my age 
begin to feel inſirmities; and the infirmities of the 
body often affect the underſtanding. I repeat it to 
thee again, Gil Blas; as ſoon as thou ſhalt judge 
mine in the leaſt impaired, be ſure to give me notice; 
and be not afraid of ſpeaking freely and ſincerely, for 
1 ſhall receive thy advice as a mark. of thy affection. 
Beſides, thy intereſt is concerned: if, unhappily for 


thee, it ſhould come to my ears that the public ſays 


my diſcourſes have no longer their wonted force, and 
that it is high time for me to repoſe myſelt, I frankly 
declare, that thou ſhalt loſe my friendſhip, as well as 
the fortune I have promiſed, Such will be the fruit 
of thy fooliſh reſerve.” _ a 

Here my patron left off ſpeaking, in order to hear 
my reply ; which was, a promiſe to behave according 
to his deſire. From that moment he concealed nothing 
from me. I became his favorite; an event which none 
of his domeſtics, except Melchior de la Ronda, could 
perceive without envy. It was a diverting ſcene to 


behold the manner in which the gentlemen and ſquires 


then lived with the confidant of his grace: they were 
not aſhamed to be guilty of grovellin, meanneſſes, in 


order to captivate my good will. I could ſcarce believe 


they were Spaniards : though I did them good offices, 
without being the dupe of their ſelfiſh complailance, 
His grace the archbiſhop, at my requeſt, exerted him- 
ſelf in their favour : for one he procured a company, and 
put him in a condition to make a figure in the army; 
another he ſent to Mexico, to take poſſeſſion of a con- 


ſiderable poſt, which he had obtained for him; and my 


friend Melchior, through my means, enjoyed a hand- 
ome gratification, This condeſcenſion convinced me, 
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that though the prelate did not anticipate people's de. 
fires, he rarely refuſed any favour that was aſked. 

Bot what I did for a certain prieft, deſerves, in my 
opinion, to be told. One day, a licentiate, whole name 


was Lewis Garcias, a young man of very good ap- 


pearance, was preſented to me by our ſteward ; who 
faid, * Signior Gil Blas, this honeſt clergyman is one 
of my beſt friends; he was chaplain of a nunnery ; 
and his virtue has not eſcaped ſcandal: ſome people 
have done him ill offices with his grace, who has ſul. 
pended him, and is unhappily ſo much prejudiced 
againit him, that he will liſten to no ſolicitation in his 
behalf. We have employed to no purpoſe, all the per- 


ſons of rank in Granada, to beg that he my be re- 


eſtabliſhed, but our maſter is quite inflexible.” 
Gentlemen, ſaid I, © you have gone the wrong way 


to work: it would have been better for Mr. Licentiate 


if no ſolicitation had been made; for, in their endea- 
vours to ſerve him, they have done him a manifeſt in- 


jury. I am well acquainted with his grace; entrea- 


ties and recommendations ſerve only to aggravate, in 


his opinion, the fault of an eccleſiaſtic. It was but 


t'other day I heard him ſay to himſelf, '* The more 
people a prieſt, who has been guilty of irregularity, 
engages to ſpeak to me in his behalf, the more is the 
ſcandal augmented, and the more ſeverity do I exer- 
ciſe.“ „That is unfortunate,” replied the ſteward ; 
and my friend would be very much embarraſſed, it he 
was not bleſſed with a good hand: happily for him, 


he writes to admiration; and, by the help of that ta- 


lent, keeps himſelt out of difficulties.“ I was curious 
to lee if this writing, ſo much extolled, was much bet- 
ter than my own ; and the licentiate, who had a lpeci- 
men in his pocket, ſhewed me a page that I admired 
very much, for it looked like a writing-maſter's copy. 


 WhileIconſidered this beautiful performance, a thought 


coming into my head, I deſired Garcias, to leave the 


paper, telling him that I might poſſibly make ſome uſe 


of it that would turn out to his advantage; that I could 
not explain myſelf at that time, but would next day tell 
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him more of the matter. The licentiate, to whom, in 
all probability, the ſteward had made a eulogium of my 
genius, withdrew, as much ſatisfied as if be had been 
already reinſtated in his office. I was truly deſtrous that 
he might be ſo; and that ſame day laboured for him in 
the follow ing manner. Being alone with the archbiſhop, 

I ſhewed him the writing of Garcias, with which my 
patron ſeemed quite charmed : then laying hold of the 
opportunity, Sir, ſaid I to him, * tince you won't 
cauſe your homilies to be printed, I wiſh they were at 
leaſt written in this hand.“ I] am ſatisfied with thine,” 
anſwered the prelate ; but I own, I ſhould not be ſorry 
to have a copy of my works in that hand.“ Your 
grace, I replied, © has nothing to do but to ſpeak : 
the man who paints ſo well is a licentiate of my ac- 
quaintance, who will be raviſhed to do that ſervice for 
you; the more, becauſe by theſe means he may intereſt 
your goodneſs, in extricating him from the melancholy 
| ſituation in which he has the misfortune to be at 

Preſent. ks WS Rs 
The prelate did not fail to aſk the name of the licen- 
tiate: upon which I ſaid, He is called Lewis Gar- 
cias, and is in deſpair on account of having incurred 
your diſpleaſure.* That Garcias, ſaid he, inter- 
rupting me, was, if I am not miſtaken, chaplain to a 
convent of nuns, and lies under ihe cenſure cf the 
church : I remember ſome informations that I received 
againſt him; his morals are but indifferent.“ * Sir,” 
faid I, interrupting him in my turn, 4 I will not under- 14 
take to juttify him; but I know he has enemies 
and pretends, that the authors of thoſe informations 
which you have ſeen, were more bent upon doing him 
ill offices, than on telling the truth.” That may 
be,” replied the archbiſhop z © there are abundance of 4. 
very dangerous diſpoſitions in this world. Beſides, | 
granting that his conduct has not been always irre- 
proachable, he may have repented of his miſbehaviour; 
and, in ſhort, there is mercy for every tranſgreſſion. 
Bring the licentjate hither; I take off his ſuſpen- 
hon,” 9 8 „ 
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150 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 
Thus it is, that the moſt ſevere men abate of their 
ſererity, when more dear ſelf-intereſt is concerned, 


Tue archbiſhop granted, without difficulty, to the vain 


pleaſure of having his works well writ, that which he 
had refuſed to the moſt powerful ſolicitations. I car- 
ried the news immediately to the ſteward, who im- 
parted it to his friend Garcias, who, the very next 
day, coming to make an acknowledgement of thanks 
fuitable to the favour obtained, I preſented him to my 
maſter, who contented himſelf with reprimanding him 
ſlightly, and gave him the homilies to tranſcribe, Gar. 
cias acquitted himſelf ſo well, that he was re-eſtabliſhed 
in his miniſtry, and even obtained the living of Gabia, 


2 large market- town in the neighboured of Granada, 


CHAP. IV. 
The Archbiſhop is ſeized avith & Fit of the Apoplexy, 


The Dilemma in which Gil Blas found himſelf, 
and the Method he took to be extricated. _ 


HILE I thus beſtowed my ſervices on different 
people, Don Fernando being about to leave Gra- 
nada, I viſited that nobleman before his departure, in 
order to thank him anew tor the excellent poſt which Jic 


had procured for me. I appeared to him fo well ſatis- 


| fied with my condition, that he ſaid, My dear Gil 


Blas, I am raviſhed to find thee ſo well pleaſed with my 
uncle the archbiſhop.* I am charmed with him, I. 


replied; © and ſhall never be able to ſhew myſelt grate- 
ful enough for his generoſity to me. Nothing leſs could 
have conſoled me for the loſs of Don Cæſar and his 
ſon.“ I am perſuaded, anſwered he, * that they are 
both extremely mortified at your abſence; but perhaps 
you are not ſeparated for ever: Fortune may one day 
bring you together again.“ Melted by theſe words, I 
ſighed ; and found at that inſtant my love for Don Al- 
phonſo 'fo great, that I would have willingly abandon- 
ed the archbiſhop, with all the agreeable hopes he had 
given me, to return to the caſtle of Leyva, if the ob- 
ſtacle that baniſhed me from it had been removed. Don 
Fernando perceived the emotions of my ſoul, which 
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pleaſed him fo much, that he embraced me with affec- 
tion, and aſſured me that his whole family would al- 
ways bear a part in my deſtin y. 

Two months after this gentleman's departure, in the 
very zenith of my favour, we had a hot alarm in the 
epiſcopal palace: the archbiſhop was ſeized with a fit of 
the apoplexy ; he was, however, ſuccoured immediate- 
ly, and ſuch ſalutary medicines adminiſtered, that in a 
iew days his health was re-eſtabliſhed ; but his under- 
ſtanding had received a rude ſhock, which I plainly per- 
ceived in the very next diſcourſe which he compoſed. I 
did not, however, find the difference between this and 
the reſt ſo ſenſible, as to make me conclude that the 
orator began to flag; and waited for another homily 
ro fix my reſolution. This indeed was quite deciſive, 
Sometimes the good old prelate repeated the ſame thing 
over and over; ſometimes roſe too high, or ſunk too 
low : it was a vague diſcourſe, the rhetoric of an old 
profeſſor, a mere capucinade,F | 

I was not the only perſon who took notice of this ; 
the greateſt part of the audience, when he pronounced 
it, as if they had been alſo hired to examine it, ſai] 
loftly to one another, This ſermon ſmells ſtrongly of 
the apoplexy.” Come, Maſter Homuy critic,” faid I 
then to myſelf, © prepare to do your office: you fee 
that his grace begins to fail; it is your duty to give him 
notice of it; not only as the depoſitory of his thoughts, 
but likewiſe, left ſome one of his friends thould be free 
enough with him to prevent you: in that cate, you 
know what would happen; your name would be eraſed 
from his laſt will, in which there is, doubtleſs, a bet- 
ter legacy provided for you than the library of the Li- 
centiate Sedillo.“ | | = 

After theſc reflect ions, I made others of a quite con- 
trary nature. To give the notice in queſtion ſeemed a 
delicate point: I imagined that it might be ill received 
by an author like him, conceited of his own works; 
but, rejecting this ſuggeſtion, I repreſented to myſelf, 


* C2puci-ade ; a arcaſin dn the ſermons of the Capuchins, not remark- 
able for cor. ectneſs. 
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that he could not poſſibly take it amiſs, after having 
exacted it of me in fo preſſing a manner. And to this, 
that I depended upon my being able to mention it with 
addreſs, and make him ſwallow the pill without reluc. 
tance, In a word, finding that I ran a greater riſque 
in keeping ſilence chan breaking 80 1 determined to 
ſpeak. 

The only thing that embarraſſed me now was, how 
to break the ice. Luckily, the orator himſelt extri- 
cated me from that difficulty, by aſking what people 
{aid of him, and if they were ſatisfied with his laſt dif- 
courſe. I anſwered, that his homilies were always ad- 
mired ; but, in my opinion, the laſt had not ſucceeded 
fo well as the reſt in affecting the audience. How, 
friend !* replied he, with attoniſhment z has it met 
with any Ariftarchus ?*®* No, Sir,” ſaid I; *byno 
means; ſuch works as your's are not to be criticiled; 
every body is charmed with them. Nevertheleſs, 
ſince you, have laid your injunctions upon me to be 

free and ſincere, I will takethe liberty to tell you, that 
your laſt diſcourſe, in my judgment, has not altoge- 
ther the energy of your other performances. Are not 
you of the ſame opinion?“ 

My maſter grew pale at theſe words; and ſaid, with 
a good forced ſmile, * So then, Mr. Gil Blas, this 
pee, is not to your taſte !* * I don't ſay fo, Sir, cried 

„quite diſconcerted : © I think it excellent, although 
A little inferior to your other works.“ © I underſtand 
vou,“ he replied ; you think I flag, don't you ? 
Come, be plain; you believe it is time for me to think 
of retiring.* * I ſhould not have been fo bold,“ ſaid 
I, as to \ ſpeak ſo freely, if your grace had not com- 
manded me: I do no more, therefore, than obey you; 
and I moſt humbly beg that 'you will not be offended 
at my freedom.” God forbid!? cried he, with pre- 
clpitation z © God forbid that I ſhould find fault with 
it. In fo doing, I ſhould be very unjuſt, I don't at 
all take! it ill that you ſpeak your ſentiments; it is your 


E Ariſtarchus was a great critic. 
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ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAsS. I53 
ſentiment only that I find bad. I have been moſt egie= 
giouſly deceived in your narrow underſtanding.” 

Though I was dilconcerted, I endeavoured to find 
ſome mitigation, in order to ſet things to rights again z 
but how 1s it poſſible to appeaſe an incenſed author, 


one eſpecially who has been accuſtomed to Near himſelf 


praiſed ? * Say no more, my child,” ſaid he; * you are 
yet too raw to make proper diſtinctions. Know, that 
I never compoſed a better homily than that which you 


diſapprove! tor my genius (thank Heaven!) bath, as 


yet, loſt nothing of its vigour. Henceforth I will 


make a better choice of a confidant, and keep one of 


greater ability than you. Go, added he, puſhing me 
by the ſhoulders out of his cloſet! © go,” tell my trea- 
ſurer to give you an hundred ducats, and may Heaven 
conduct you with that ſum! Adieu, Mr. Gil Blas! I 
wiſh you all manner ot proſperity, with a little more 


talte!* 


CHAP. V. 


The Step that Gil Blas took after the Archbiſhoþ had 
diſmiſſed him. His accidental Meeting with the 
Licentiate, who had been ſo much obliged to 

bim, with the Gratitude of that Prieſt, 


I Went out of the cloſet, curſing the caprice, or ra- 

ther weakneſs, of the archbiſhop, and more enraged 
againſt him than afflicted at the loſs of his favour. I 
even doubted ſoine time, if I ſhould go and touch my 
hundred ducats ; but, after mature deliberation, I was 


not fool enough to refuſe them. I conſidered that this 


money would not deprive me of the right of ridiculing 
the prelate; in which I was reſolved not to be want- 
ing, as often as his homilies ſhould be brought upon 
the carpet in my preſence. 

I went theretore and demanded the hundred ducats 
of the treaſurer, without mentioning a ſingle word of 
what had happened between his maſter and me; and 
went afterwards in queſt of Melchior de la Ronda, to 


bid him an eternal adieu. He loved me too much to 


be inſenſible of my misfortune, which, while I recount- 
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154 - ADVENTURES OF CIL BLAS. | 

ed, I perceived that grief was painted in his counte. 
nance. In ſpite of all the reſpect he owed the arch. 
biſhop, he could not help blaining his behaviour. But 
as I {wore in my rage that the prelate ſhould pay for 
it, and that I would make the whole town merty at his 
expence, the ſage Melchior ſaid to me, Believe me, 
my dear Gil Blas, you had better ſuppreſs your reſent. 
ment. People of an inferior rank ought always to re- 
ſpect perſons of quality, whatever cauſe they may have 
given them to complain. There are, I own, ſome 


very mean noblemen, who ſcarce deſerve the leaſt con- 


ſide ration; but, as they have the power of doing mil- 
chief, they are to be feared." N 5 

I thanked my old valet de chambre for his good ad- 
vice, which I promited to obſerve, If you go,“ ſaid 
he, © to Madrid, you ſhall viſit Joſeph Navarro, my 
nephew, who is clerk of the kitchen to Signior Don 
Balthazar de Zunigo, and (I dare fay) a young man 
worthy of your friendſhip; frank, briſk, obliging, and 


forward to ſerve his friends! I wiſh he and you may 


become acquainted,* I anſwered, that I would not 
fail to wait on this Joſeph Navarro, on my firſt arrival 
at Madrid, whither I was determined to go. I then 
quitted the archbiſhop's palace, with an intent never to 
ſet foot in it again. If I had ftill been in poſſeſſion of 
my horſe, I ſhould have perhaps ſet out immediately 
for Toledo; but I had fold him while I was in favour, 


believing that I ſhould have no farther occaſion tor his 
| ſervice. I hired a furniſhed room, reſolved to ſtay a 


month at Granada, and then repair to the Count de 
Polan. | Sk 

As dinner-time approached, I aſked of my landlady, 
if there was not an eating-houle in the neighbourhood; 
and ſhe anſwered, that there was an excellent one a few 
ſteps from her houſe, where there was very good ac- 
commodation, and a great deal of good company. I 


made her ſhow me the place; and going thjther a little 


after, was directed into a large hall, which bore ſome 
reſemblance to a refe&tory, Ten or twelve people lat 
at a large table, covered with a dirty cloth, converſing 
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with one another, while every one eat his own little 
portion, My meſs was likewiſe brought, which, at 
another time, would doubtleſs have made me regret the 
table I had loſt; but I was then fo much piqued againſt 
the archbithop, that the ſcanty allowance of my eating- 
houſe ſeemed preferable to the good cheer I had enjoyed 
in his palace, I condemned a variety of diſhes, and 
arguing like the doctor of Valladolid, Unhappy are 
thoſe,” ſaid 1 to myſelf, © who frequent ſuch pernici- 
ous tables, where one muſt continually be on his guard 
againſt ſenſuality, for fear of overloading his ſtomach ! 
Can one eat too little?“ In my ili-humour, I praiſed 
thoſe very aphoriſins I had hitherto very much ne- 
glected. | 5 
Waile I diſpatched my commons, without fear of 

exceeding the bounds of temperance, the Licentiate 
Lewis Garcias, now become vicar of Gabia in the 
manner already related, came into the hall. He no 
looner perceived me, than he came running to {alute 
me with the utmoſt eagerneſs, or rather with all the ex- 
preſſions of exceflive joy. He hugged me cloſe, and I 
was obliged to undergo a very long compliment on the 
lervice I had done him. He fatigued me with his de- 
monliraticns of gratitude, * Fore gad, my dear patron! 
fince I have had the good fortune to meet you here, we 
han't part without a glaſs; but as there is no good 
wine in this eating-houle, I will carry you, if you 
pleaſe, after our ſcanty repaſt, to a place where I will 
treat you with a bottle of fine dry Lucena, and a glats 
ot ine Muſcadine of Foncarrel. We mult certainly 
commit that debauch, I with I had the happineſs of 
enjoying you a few days only at my parſonage of Gabia. 
here you ſhonld be received like a generous Mæce- 
nas, to whom I owe the quiet and ealy life 1 lead.“ 

While he talked to me in this manner, his allowance 
was ſerved, and he went to work; not without ceaſing 
however to entertain me, at intervals, with ſomething 
which he thought would flatter my vanity. 1 had laid 
hold of this opportunity to ſpeak in my turn; and, as 
he did not forget to inquire about his friend the ſteward, 
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J made no myſtery of my leaving the archbiſhop's (er. 


vice. I even related to him the moſt minute circum. 
ſtances of my diſgrace, to which he liſtened with great 
attention. After what he had ſaid to me, who would 
not have expected to hear him, penetrated with the mot 
gratetul ſorrow, exclaim againſt the archbiſhop ? But 
this was the fartheſt thing from his thoughts. He grew 
indifferent, and penſive; finiſhed his dinner without 
ſpeaking a word; then riſing ſuddenly from table, bid 
me good b'w'ye, in a cool manner, and dilappeared, 
The ungratefulwretch, ſeeing me no longer in a condi. 


tion to ſerve him, ſpared himſelf even the trouble of 


concealing his ſentiments. I laughed at his ingratitude, 
and looking at him with all the contempt he deſerved, 
called to him aloud, that T might be heard, * Holloa! 
you ſage chaplain of nuns, go and give orders to cool 
that celicious wine of Lucena, with which you have 


promiſed to regale me.“ 


RAFT: Th | 
Gil Blas goes to ſee a Play at Granada. His Afloniſhment 
at the Sig bi of one of the Actreſſes; and the 
Conſequences of that Ewent. 


ARCIAS was no ſooner out of the hall, than tuo 
*- well-drefſed cavaliers came in, and ſat down by me; 
they began to talk of the players of the Granada cow. 
pany, and of a new comedy which was then on the ſtage, 
This piece, according to their diſcourſe, made a great 
Noiſe in the city; and I reſolved to go to ſee it that 
very day; for J had nut been at a play ſince my arrival 
at Granada. As 1 had almoſt all that time lived in the 
archbiſhop's palace, where that diverſion was anathe- 
matized, I had taken care not to indulge that pleaiue, 
but amuſe myſelf entirely with my maſter's homilies. 
I repaired, therefore, at the proper time to the play- 
houſe, where I foun». a numerous afſembly ; overheard 


all round me diſſertations on the piece, before it began; 
and obſerved that every body undertook to criticiſe it. 


One perſon declared himſelf for, another againſt the per- 
formance, * Was there ever a work better compolca : ' 
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ſaid one on my right. What a pitiful ſtyle !* cried one 
on my left, Truly, if there are a good many bad au- 
thors, it muſt be allowed there are ſtill a greater num- 
ber of wretched critics; and when I coniider the mor- 
tifications that dramatic poets muſt undergo, I am 
aſtoniſhed that there are any ſo bold as to brave the ig- 
norance of the multitude, and the dangerous cenſure 
of writers, who ſometimes corrupt the judgment of tHe 
ublic. _ | SR 
4 At length, the Gracioſo® preſented himſelf to open 
the ſcene, He was ſaluted, on his firſt appearance, 
with a general clap; by which I perceived, that he was 
one of thoſe ſpoiled actors, in whom the pit pardons 
every thing. And, indeed, this player did not ſpeak. 
one word, nor perform one geſture, without attracting 
applauſe. The audience made him too ſenſible of the 
pleaſure they had in ſeeing him on the ſtage ; and he 
abuſed their favour accordingly. I perceived, that he 
ſometimes forgot himſelf in the middle of a ſcene, and 
put their prepoſſeſſions in his behalf to too ſevere a 
proof; for they would often have done him juſtice, had 
they hiſſed inſtead of extolling him to the ſkies. 

There was likewiſe a clapping of hands at the ap- 
pearance of ſome other actors; and, in particular, of 
an actreſs, who performed the part of a waiting-woman, 
whom, having conſidered with attention, no terms can 
expreſs my ſurpriſe, when I recollected in her the perſon 
of Laura, my dear Laura! whom I ſtil] believed to be 
in the ſervice of Arſenia, at Madrid, I could not 
doubt, that it was ſhez her ſhape, her features, the 
ound of her voice, every thing aſſured me that I was 
not miſtaken. Nevertheleſs, as if I had miſtruſted the 
evidence of my eyes and ears, I aſked her name of a 
cavalier who ſat by me. © Hey!* faid hz, from 
whence came you? It ſeems you are juſt arrived, ſince 
you don't know the fair Eſtella !* 

The reſemblance was too perfect for me to be de- 
ceived by this diſguiſe; I could eatily conceive, that 


Laura, when ſhe changed her condition, bad allo al- 


s Aj{ayouri'e ator. 
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tered her name; and curious to know her fituation, for 
the public is generally pretty well acquainted with the 
affairs of perlons in her ſphere, I begged to know ot 
the ſame man, if this Eſtella had not ſome gallant 
of impoxtance. He anſwered, that a Portuguele no- 


bleman, called the Marquis de Marialva, who had 


been about two months at Granada, was at a conſide- 
able expence 6n her account, He might have told me a 
great deal more, if I had not been afraid of fatiguing 
bun with quettions. I was more engroſſed by the news 
which this cavalier had told me, than by the repreſen- 
tation of the play; and, it any body had aſked the ſub- 


| jeCt of the piece, when 1 came out, he would have em. 
barraſſed me not alittle: I did nothing but mule upon 


Laura, (or Eſtella), and firmly reſolved to go and viſit 
her next day ; though I was not without anxiety about 
the reception I ſhould meet with, I had reaſon to be- 
lieve, that the ſight of me would not yield her much 
pleaſure in this brilliant ſituation of her affairs ; nay, 
I imagined that ſuch a good actreſs, in order to revenge 
herſelf upon one with whom ſhe had certainly cauſe to 
he diſſatisfied, would, probably diſclaim his acquaint» 
ance. All this did not diſſuade me from my deſign of 
going. Alter a ſlight repaſt (for ſuch only my eating- 


houſe afforded) I went home to my lodging, where I 


waited impatiently for the next day. 
1 fept little that night, and got up before the ſun ; 
hut as I concluded, that a nobieman's miſtreſs would 


not be viſible ſo early, I ſpent three or four hours in 


dreſſing, ſhaving, powdering, and perfuming ! reſolv- 
ing to preſent myſelf before her in ſuch a condition, as 
would give her no cauſe to bluſh at ſeeing me again. 


I (allied out about ten o'clock, and repaired to her 


jodging, to which I received a direction at the houſe 


where the players lived. She poſſeſſed the chief apart- 


ment of a lage houſe z the door of which being opened 
ta me by a chambermaid, I told her that I wanted to 
tpeak with Dame Eſtella, The maid went in to ſig- 
nify my deſire, and I immediately heard her miſtreſs 
pronounce, with a loud voice, Who is the young 
man? what does he want? Let him come in.“ By this 
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concluded that I had choſen an unſeatonable time for 
my viſit; that her Portugueſe lover was at her toilet; 
and that her reaſon for {pcaking ſo loud, was to per- 
ſuade him that ſhe never received ſulpetted meſſages. 
My conjecture was true; the Marquis Marialva com- 
monly paſſed the morning in her company; and J ex- 
pected a very diſagreeable compliment, when this truly 
original actreſs, ſeeing me appear, ran to me with open 
arms, crying, * Ah! my dear brother, is it you?? 
and with theſe words, embraced me ſeveral times. 
Then turning to her gallant, „My lord,” ſaid ſhe, 
« pardon me for yielding to the force of blood in your 
preſence. After an abſence of three years, I cannot 
behold a brother, whom I tenderly love, without giv- 
ing him ſome marks of my affection. Well, my deaf 
Gil Blas,” continued ſhe, addreſſing me anew, tell me 
ſome news of my family: in what condition did you 
leave it?“ | NE | 

This queſtion embarraſſed me at firſt : but I ſoon dit= 
covered Laura's intention, and ſeconding her artifice, 
anſwered with an air ſuited to the ſcene we had to act, 
© Thank Heaven, ſiſter, our parents are in good health.” 
I don't doubt, ' ſhe replied, © that you are aſtoniſhed 
to find me an actreſs at Granada; but do not condemn 
me unheard, Three years ago, as you remember, my 
father thought he had ſettled me to advantage, by 
giving me in marriage to Captain Don Antonio Ccelo, 
who carried me from the Aſturias to Madrid, where 
he was born. Six months after our arrival in that 
city, having had an affair of honour brought upon him 
by his own violent humour, he killed a cavalier who 
had taken it in his head to favour me with ſome at- 
tention. This gentleman being related to perſons of 
great quality and credit, my huſband, who had no in- 
tereſt, fled into Catalonia, with all the money and 
jewels he could find in the houſe ; embarked at Barce- 
lona, croſſed into Italy, engaged in the ſervice of the 
Venetians, and at laſt loſt his life in the Morea, fight- 
ing againſt the Turks. In the mean time our landed 
eſtate was confiſcated, and 1 had but a very ſmall 
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Jointure left? What could J do in ſuch a troubleſome 


extremity ? I could not return into the Aſturias : for 


what purpoſe go thither ? all the conſolation I ſhould. 


have received from my family, would have been no 


more than ſympathy and condolence. On the other 
hand, I had been tov well educated to be capable ot 


embracing a life of libertiniſm. Upon what determi- 


nation then could I fix? I have turned actreſs to pre- 


ſerve my character. 

The Marquis de Marialva, who loſt not a word of 
the whole diſcourſe, implicitly believed every ſyllable 
of what Don Antonio's widow was pleaſed to utter, 


He even joined in the converſation, and aſked if I was 
in any buſineſs at Granada, or elſewhere, I was in, 


ſome doubt, at that inſtant, whether or know I ſhould 
tell a lye; but thinking that unneceſſary, I ſpoke 
truth, recounting every circumſtance of my entering 
into, and quitting the archbiſhop's ſervice ; which at- 
forded infinite diverſion to the Portugueſe nobleman, 
Tt is true that, notwithſtanding my promiſe to Mel- 
chior, I made myſelf a little merry at the expence of 
his grace. But the moſt diverting part of the ſcene 
was, that Laura, who thought I had invented a ſtory 


in imitation of her, burſt out into loud fits of laugi- 


ter, which ſhe would have probably ſpared, had ſhe 
known that I did not diſſemble. „ 


Having ended my narration, which I finiſhed with 


the lodging I had hired, word was brought that dinner 
was on the table. Upon which I would have retired, 
in order to go and dine at my eating houſe; but Laura, 
ſtopping me, ſaid, What do you mean, brother! you 
ſhall dine with me: and I won't even ſuffer you to live 
any longer in a hired room; for I intend you ſhall 
both eat and lodge in my houſe. Order your baggage 
to be brought hither this evening; I have a bed to 
pare.” | 


The Portugueſe nobleman, who perhaps was not 


very well pleaſed with this hoſpitality, addreſſing him- 
ſelt to Laura, ſaid, No, Eſtella; you have no conve- 


nience for him in theſe lodgings, Your brother ſcems 
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to be a pretty young fellow; and the advantage he has 
in being ſo near to you, intereſts me in his favour. I 
will take him into my ſervice : he ſhall be my favourite 
ſecretary, and chief confidant. Let him not fail to 
come and ſleep at my houſe this night: for I will order 
an apartment to be prepared for the purpoſe, I vill 
allow him a ſalary of four hundred ducats; and if, in 
the ſequel, I have cauſe, as I hope I ſhall, to be ſatis- 
fied with his behaviour, IT will put him in a condition 
to conſole himſelf for being too fincere with the arch- 
biſhop.” | ve | g 
The acknowledgments which I made to the marquis 
at this juncture were followed hy thoſe of Laura, who 
improved upon mine. So ſaying, he ſaluted his thea- 
trical princeſs, and went away. She led me immedt- 
ately into a cloſet, where ſeeing herſelf alone with me, 
I ſhould burſt,” cried ſhe, if I was obliged to reſiſt 
any longer the inclination I have to laugh.“ Then 
throwing herſelf into an eaſy chair, and holding her 
tides, ſhe laughed immoderately, as if ſhe had loſt her 
ſenſes. I found it impoſſible not to follow her exam. 
ple; and when we had indulged ourſelves ſufficiently, 
+ Conteſs, Gil Blas,* ſaid ſhe, that we have acted a 
pleaſant farce : but I did not expect ſuch a cataſtrophe; 
my deſign being no other than to provide you a table 
and lodging in my houfe; which, that I might offer 
with decency, 1 made thee pals for my brother, I 
am raviſhed that ſuch a good poſt has occurred to thee 
by accident. 'The Marquis de Marialva is a gene- 
_ Tous nobleman, who will even exceed his promiſe in 
thy favour. Another,“ added ſhe, « might not, per- 
haps, have given ſuch a gracious reception to one who 
quits his friends without bidding them farewell: but 
am one of thoſe good creatures, who cannot help 
teeing again, with pleaſure, a rogue whom they hase 
once loved.“ I candidly acknowledged my impolite 
behaviour, for which J aſked pardon. She then con- 


ducted me into a very handſome dining- room, where 


we ſat down at table; and, as a waiting woman and 
lacquey were preſent, behaved to one another like bro- 
ther and filter, | 


_ — _ 
—— — 
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Haring dined, we went back to the ſame cloſet 
where we had converſed together before. There my 
;ncomparable Laura, giving a loole to all her natural 
gaity, demanded an account of all my adventures ſince 
our ſeparation, I made a faithful recital of the 
hole; and, when I had gratified her curiolity, the 
gare me the ſame ſatisfaction, in recounting the fol. 

lowing hiſtory of herſelf, 

CHAEF. VII. 
The Hiftory of Laura. 

> | Am going to relate, as ſuccinctly as I can, by whit 
accident I embraced the profeſſion of a player. 
Great events happened after you left me in ſuch 
an honourable manner. My miſtreſs Arſenia, rather 
tired than diſguſted with the world, renounced the 
ſtage. and carried me with her to a fine eſtate which 
ſhe had bought near Zamora, with the price of her 
favours. In this city we ſoon contracted an acquaint- 
ance ;z and going thither frequently, to paſs a day or 


two, came back again, and ſhut ourſelves up in ou: 
caſtle. 
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nado, the corregidor's only ſon, ſaw me by accident, 
and, happening to be pleaſed with my appearance, 
ſorighit an opportunity of ſpeaking with me 1n 4 5 
which, that I might conceal nothing from thee, 1 own 
$} was facilitated by myſelf. He was a cavalier not yet 
VE twenty years old, fair as Love bimſelk, a perfect model 
Wh in hape, and {till more engaging by his gallant and 
generous behaviour than by his perlon; for he made 
me an offer of a large brililant, which he had on his 
finger, with ſuch a good grace, and preſſing intreaties, 
} that I could not, tor my foul, refuſe it. I did not 
þ poſſeſs luch an amiable gallant with indifference. But 
what a madnels it is in Abigails to attach themſelves 
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the molt ſevere of all corregidors, informed of our 
cor reſpondence, made haſte to prevent the conſequences 
of it, and ordered me to be apprehended by a troop of 
alguazils, who carried me, regardl-ts of my cr ies, to 


2 a 


© In one of theſe ſmall journies, Don Felix Maldo- 


to the young heirs of perſons in authority! His father, 
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the Hoſpital of Compaſſion“. There, without any 
other form of procels, the ſuperior ordered me to be 
{tripped of my ring and dreſs, and cloathed me with a 
long gown of grey ſerge, girded about me with a 
trap of black leather, from whence a roſary of large 
beads hung down to my heels. This being performed, 
I was conducted into a hall, where I found an old 
monk, of an order that I did not know, who fell a 
preaching penitence to me, much in the fame manner 
as Dame Leonardo exhorted thee to patience in the 
cavern, He told me that I was very much obliged to 
thoſe who cauſed me to be fhut up in that place, for 
they had done me infinite ſervice in reſcuing me from 
the ſnares of the devil, I will frankly own my in- 
gratitude : far from thinking myſelf beholden to thoſe 
who had done me that good office, I loaded them with 
imprecations. 2 „ 1 | 
Eight days I paſſed in afflicting myſelf : but on the. 
ninth (tor I counted the very minutes) my fate ſeemed 
to bear another aſpect. Croſſing a ſmall court, I met 
the fleward of our houſe, a perion who ruled with un- 
limited ſway : the ſuperior herielt was under his com- 
mand; and he rendered an account of his ſtewardſhip 
to none but the corregidor, on whom alone he de- 
_ pended, and whoſe entire confidence he enjoyed. His 
name was Pedro Zendono: he was born in the town 
of Selleſdon in Biſcay, being a tal}, pale, meagre 
man, whole figure would have ſerved as an excellent 
pattern for the picture of a rank rogue. He ſcarce 
leemed to look at the fi%ers; and, in ſhort, thou never 
ſaweſt ſuch an hypocritical face, although thou haſt 
lived in an archbiſhop's palace. 

Well, then', taid ſhe, I met this Signior Zen- 
dono, who ttopped me, faying, Daughter be com- 
forted ; I am touched with your misfortune.” „He 
ſaid no more, but went about his buſineſs, leaving me 
to make what commentaries I pleaſed on ſuch a laconic 
text. As I believed him to be à good man, I innocently 
concluded, that he had taken the trouble of examining 
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into the cauſe of my confinement, and finding me not 
guilty enough to delerve ſuch unworthy treatment, 
was reſolved to do me a good office with the cor- 


his mind the ſcheme of a journey, which he imparted 
to me a few days after. My dear Laura,” ſaid he, 


am reſolved to put an end to them immediately, In 
ſo doing, I know I ſhall embrace my own ruin; but 
I am no longer maiter of myſelf, I intend to take 
you out of priſon to-morrow, and conduct you in per- 


to the pleaſure of being your deliverer !!! 

© I was ready to ſwoon with joy at theſe words of 
Zendono, who, judging, by my acknowledgments, 
that I longed for nothing ſo much as liberty, had the 


body, by the following itratagem, He told the ſupe- 
rior, that he had orders to hiing me to the corregidor, 
who was at a pleaſure- houſe, two leagues from town; 
and, with the utmoit aſſurance, made me get into a 
poſt-chaiſe with him, drawn by two good mules, 
which he had bought for that purpoſe; attended 
by no other ſervant than a valet, who conducted the 
chaiſe, and was entirely devoted to the ſteward. We 
ſet out, not tor Madrid, as I imagined, but towards 
the frontiers of Portugal, where we arrived before the 
Corregidor of Zamora could get notice of our flight, 
and fend the beagles of juſtice in purſuit of us. 
Before we entered Braganza, the Biſcayan made 
me put on a ſuit of men's cloaths, which he had the 
precaution to provide; and now looking upon me as 
fairly embarked with him, ſaid to me, at the inn where 


tor bringing you into Portugal; for the corregidor 
14 of Zamora will make ſearch for us in our native 
1 country, as two criminals to whom Spain ought not 
WH to afford a retreat. But; added he, „we can fhelter 
ourſelves from his reſentment in this foreign king- 


regidor. I was little acquainted with the Biſcayan, 
who had quite other intentions. He then relolved in 


— 8 


«(1 am fo much affected with your ſufferings, that 


ſon to Madrid: being reſolved to ſacrifice every thing 
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impudence to cary me off next day, in fight of every 


we lodged, „Fair Laura, be not offended with me 
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dom, although it be, at preſent, under the dominion 
of the Spaniſh monarchy. Here we ſhall, at leaſt, 
be more ſecure than in our own country. Follow, 
therefore, a man who adores you, and let us ſettle 
ar Coimbra, where I will becom a {ſpy for the Holy 
Office; and, under the ſhade of that formidable tri- 
bunal, our days will ſmoothly glide in eaſe and plea- 
jure.” | „ 5 

such a forward propoſal gave me to underſtand that 
I had to do with a cavalier who did not chute to redreſs 
the grievances of damſels merely for the glory of 
knight-errantry. I perceived that he depended a good 
deal upon my gratitude, and ſtill more upon my diſ- 
treſs. Nevertheleſs, though theſe too conſiderations 
ſpoke to me in his behalf, I rejected his propoſal with 
_ difdain. *Tis true, indeed, I had two ſtrong reaſons 
tor ſhewing mylelt ſo reſerved : I diſliked his perſon, 
and miſtruſted his circumſtances. But when, return- 
ing to the charge, he offered to wed me, as a prelimi-, 
nary, and ſhewed me that his ſtewardſhip had put him 
in a condition to enjoy himſelf for a long time, I 
won't deny that I began to liften to his addreſſes. 1 
was dazzled by the gold and jewels which he ſpread 
before me; and found, by experience, that as many 
metamorphoſes are made by intereſt as by love. My 
Biſcayan became, gradually, quite another man in my 
eyes: his tall withered carcaſe aſſumed the form of a 
fine ſhape; his pale complexion ſeemed agreeably fair ; 
and I gave a favourable appellation to his hypocriti- 
cal look. I then accepted his hand, without reluc- 
tance, in the face of Heaven, which he called to wit- 
neſs our engagement. After this he ſuffered no con- 
tradiction on my part; we ſet out again on our tra- 
vels: and in a ſhort time, Coimbra beheld a new fa- 
mily within its walls. . | 

* My huſband purchaſed for me ſome handſome 
cloaths, adapted to my own fex, and preſented me with 
ſeveral diamonds, among which I recollected that of 
Don Fel- Maldonada. This diſcovery was ſufficient 
to make me conceive how all the jewels I had teen 
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were acquired, and to perſuade me that I had not 
married a ſcrupulous obſerver of the ſeventh article of 
the decalogue. But conſidering myſelf as the firſt 
cauſe of his dexterity, I forgave him in my heart: 
tor a woman will excuſe even the bad actions which 
her beauty prompts the men to commit; otherwiſe I 
ſhould have thought him an execrable villain. 

6 I was pretty well ſatisfied with him for two or 


three months, during which he behaved in a gallant 


manner, and ſeemed to love me with geat tenderneſs: 


nevertheleſs theſe marks of affection were falſe appear- 


ances ; for the rogue cheated me at laſt. One morning, 
on my return from maſs, I found nothing at home but 
bare walls; the whole furniture, with all my baggage, 
was carried off: Zendono, and his faithful valet, had 


taken their meaſures ſo well, that in leſs than an 


hour the general pillage of the houſe had been begun 
and finiſhed, in ſuch a manner, that with the cloaths 
only which I had on my back, and the ring of Don 
Felix, which was luckily on my finger, I ſaw mylelt 
abandoned by an ungrateful wretch, like another 
Ariadne. But I aſſure thee, I did not amuſe myſelt 
with making elegies on my misfortunes ; I rather 
thanked Heaven for having delivered me from ſuch 
a wretch, who could not fail, ſoon or late, to fall into 
the hands of juſtice; and looked upon the days we had 
ſpent together as ſo much loſt time, for which I would 
make amends, Had I been defirous of ſtaying in Por- 


tugal, and attaching mylelf to ſome lady of faſhion, _ 


I ſhould not have wanted a place: but, whether I 
loved my own country, or was influenced by the force 
of deſtiny, which prepared a better fortune for me here, 
I reſolved to return to Spain; and, applying to a 
Jeweller, who gave me ready money for my ring, {et 
out with an old Spaniſh lady, who was going in a 
chaiſe to Seville, | Ok 
This perſon, whoſe name was Dorothea, had been 
to viſit one of her relations ſettled at Coimbra, and 
was on her return to Seville, where ſhe lived. Thee 
was ſuch a ſympathy between her diſpoſition and 
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mine, that we became friends the very firſt day of our 
journey; and our mutual affection grew fo ſtrong on 
the road, that, on our arrival, the lady would {ſuffer 
me to lodge no where but in her houſe. I had no 
cauſe to repent of my acquaintance, for I never knew 
a woman of better character; and one might ſtill per- 
ceive, by her features, and the ſparkling of her 
eyes, that in her youth many a guitar had been thrum- 
med on her account: indeed, the was the widow of 
ſeveral noble huſbands, and lived in an honourable. 
manner on the jointures which ſhe enjoyed. | 

Among other excellent qualities, ſhe had that of 
being very compaſſionate to unfortunate young women, 
When I imparted to her my own ſtory, ſhe entered 
warmly into my intereſts, and beſtowed a thoutand 
curſes on Zendono. What dogs theſe men are!“ 
{aid ſhe, in a tone that made me gueſs ſhe had met with 
ſome ſteward in her way; “ perfidious wretches! I 
know there are ſuch villains in the world, who divert 
themſelves in deceiving women, What I am pleaſed 
at, my dear child,“ added ſhe, © is, that, according 
to your relation, you are. no longer bound to that per- 
jured Biſcayan : if your marriage with him was good 
enough to ſecure your reputation; by way of recom - 
pence, it is alſo bad enough to permit you to contract 
a better, whenever you can find an opportunity.“ 

I went abroad every day with Dorothea, either to 
church, or to viſit z and this being the way to meet 
with ſome adventure ſoon, I attracted the notice of ſe. 
veral cavaliers; who, in order to ſound the buſlinets, 
made intereſt with my old landlady; but ſome had not 
wherewithal to make a good ſettlement, and others 
were {till minors ; ſo that I had not the leaſt deſire of 
liſtening to any of them. One day, Dorothea and I 
took a whim of going to ſee a play at Seville“; and, 


® Seville, the capital of Andaluſia, in Spain, is ſituated in a fertile 
country on the river Guadalqu ver, over the which is a ſtout bridge of 
ieventeen boats, which joins the city to a large ſuburb on the other fide. 
The compaſs of the city, including this ſuburb, is ſuppoſed to be near 
fourteen miles, but the wall is ouly eight. It is very ftrong, and 
adorned with fifteen gates, and an hundred and fi«ty fix towers. The 
number of inhabitants is reckoned to amount to three hundred thouſand, 
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upon conſulting the bill, we found that the players in- 
tended to act La for moſa Comedia, el Embaxador de &i 
miſmo, compoſed by Lope de Vega Carpio. 

* Among the actreſſes who appeared on the ſtage, I 
diſcovered my old friend Phenicia, that jolly merry 
wench whom thou haſt ſeen when ſhe was waiting- 
maid to Florimonda, and with whom thou haſt tome. 
times ſupped at Arſenia's houſe. I knew that ſhe had 
not been in Madrid for two years before, hut was ig- 
norant of her being an actreſs. Having an eager de- 
ſire of embracing her, I found the piece very tedious: 
but this might be the fault of the actors, who played 
either too ill or too well to yield me amuſement; for 
as to me, who am a merry creature, I own myſelf as 
much diverted by a player who is perfectly ridiculous, 
as by one who is excellent in his way. 


At length the moment I waited for being arrived, 


that is, the end of Laformoſa Comedia, my widow and 
1 went behind the ſcenes, where we perceived Phenicia 
acting the coquette, and liſtening with affectation to the 
ſoft warbling of a young bird, which, it ſeems, had al. 
lowed itſelf to be enſnared by her declamation. She no 
ſooner obſerved me, than quitting her admirer with a 
courteous air, ſhe came towards me with open arms, 
and loaded me with careſſes. We cxpreſſed cur mu— 
tual joy in ſeeing one another again; but the time and 
place not permitting us to launch into a long conver- 
ſation, we deferred it till next day, when we might 
diſcourſe together more fully at her lodgings. 

© The itch of talking is one of the moſt eager paſſions 
of women; I could not cloſe an eye the whole night, io 
much did I long to engage Phenicia, and worry her 
with queſtions upon queltions, God knows, I was not 
lazy in getting up, to repair to her lodging, according 
to the direction ſhe had given me. She lived with the 
whole company in a large hired houſe ; which, when | 
It has allo an univerſity, and a great number of ſtudents. Among the 
manufactures ca rie ou in.this ci.y, thoſe ot the filk and filver rufts ate 
the moſt confideratle, Seville. is an archbiſkopric of great antiquity an! 


digni y. Its rerxenue amounts do an hundred and t.renly thouſand ducets 
per alum, 
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entered, I met a maid-le1 vant, who, when I defired her 
to conduct me to Phenicia's apartment, ſhewed me up 
to a gallery, on one hde of which were ten or twelve 
mall chambers, divided from one another by parti- 
tions of deal boards only, and poſſeſſed by the joyous 
band, My guide knocked at a door, which Phenicia, 
whole tongue 1tched as well as mine, came and opened. 
Scarce did we allow ourſelves time to fit, betore we 
began to chatter, We had a levere bruſh, and uttered 
in our turns, ſo many interrogations, that the queſ- 
tions and replies ſucceeded one another with amazing 
volubility, . 

After having recounted our mutual adventures, and 
reciprocally informed ourſelves of the ſtate of our at- 
fairs, Phenicia aſked what J intended to do. I an- 
twered, that I was reſolved, until ſomething better 


ſhould caſt up, to enter into the ſervice of fome young 


lady of quality. fie: cried my friend, © you 
joke, ſure! Is it poſiible, my dear, that you are not 
yet diſguſted with ſervitude? Art thou not tired with 
tceing thylelf tubjected to another's will; with hu- 
mouring the caprices of a miſtreſs; with hearing thy- 
{elf reproached; and, in a word, with being a flave? 
Why wilt thcu not, by my example, embrace a thea- 
trical lite? Nothing can be more convenient for peo— 
ple of ſpirit, who have neither birth nor fortune; it 
is a ſituation that holds the middle place between 
the nobility and citizens; an unreſtrifted condition, 


tree of that decorum which is fo troubletome to {o- 


ciety. Our revenues are paid in ready caſh by the 
public, which is our bank; we live in continual murth, 
and ſpend our money as we get it, | 

„The ſtage,” added ſhe, © is particularly favour- 
able to women. While 1 lived with Florimonda, (I bluſh 
at the remembrance of it 1) I was reduced to the ne- 
ceſſity ot littening to the candle-ſnuffers of the prince's 
company; not one man of faſhion paid the leaſt atten- 


tion to my figure. What was the cauſe of this un- 
importance? I was not ſeen: the fineſt picture has 
not its effect, except in a particular light; but, ſince 
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I have been placed upon my proper pedeſtal, (that is, 
on the ſtage,) Heavens, what a change has happened! 
I lee at my heels the gayeſt youths ot all thole towns 
through which we paſs. An actreſs, therefore, en- 
Joys a great deal of pleaſure in her occupation: if ſhe 


is prudent, I mean, if ſhe favours one gallant only at 


a time, ſhe has ail the honour imaginable paid to her : 
her chaſtity is applauded; and when ſhe changes her 
lover, ſhe is looked upon as a real widow, who mar- 
Ties a ſecond huſband : nay, if a widow take a third, 
ſhe is ſpoken of with contempt, and ſaid to have in- 
tringed the delicacy of her ſex; whereas the aCtrcis 
feems to be more and more regarded, in proportion to 


the increaſe of her admirers. Atter ſhe has gone 


through an hundred intrigues, ſhe is {till a morſel tor 
a lord.“ | | 


To whom do you talk in this manner?“ ſaid J, 


interrupting her. Do you think I am ignorant of 


theſe advantages? TI have often reflected on them; and 
they but too much flatter the imagination of ſuch a 
girl as me: I even feel an inclination for the ſtage; 
but that alone is not ſufficient; talent is abſolutely 
neceſſary, and I have none; for when I ſometimes at- 
tempted to repeat paſiages of plays before Arſenia, 
ſhe always found fault with my performance, fo that 1 


was diſguſted at the profeſſion.* “ Thou art cafity 
_ diſcouraged,” replied Phenicia. . Do'ft thou not know 


that theſe great actreſſes are commonly jealous? They 
are afraid, in ſpite of all their vanity, of being eclipſod. 


In ſhort, I won't take Arſenia's word for thy capa- 


city; for ſhe was certainly inſincere: nay, I afture 
thee, without flattery, that thou art born for the ftage , 
thou haſt a genius, a fee and graceful carriage, a ſwæct 


voice, a good cheſt, and withal a face! Ah, baggage, 


how many cavaliers wilt thou charm, if thou turne? 
actreſs !“ : : | 

She plied me with more ſuch ſeducing diſconrſe, 
and made me pronounce ſome verſes, that I my 
might judge of my capacity for acting: but when ſi: 
heard me, it was quite another caſe; ſhe overwhelmes 
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ine with applauſe, and preferred me to all the actreſſes 


in Madrid. After this I ſhould have been inexcuſable 


had I doubted my own merit, Arſenia ſtood im- 


peached and convicted of envy and inſincerity; and I 
could not help allowing that I was an admirable ſub- 
jet. Two actors, who happened to come in at that 
inſtant, and before whom Phenicia obliged me to re- 


peat the verſes which I had already recited to her, 


were ſeized with a kind of extacy, from which they 
no ſooner recollected themſelves, than they loaded me 
with praiſe. In good earneſt, had the three wagered 
with one another which ſhould applaud me moſt, they 
could not have employed more hyperbolica] expreſſions, 


My modeſty was not proof againſt ſuch eulogiums; 1 


began to believe myſelf of ſome value; and thus my 

thoughts were turned toward the ſtage. | 

© Come on then, my dear, faid I to Phenicia; * the 
affair is determined; I will follow thy advice, and 
enter into the company, provided they think well of 
it, My friend, tranſported with joy at theſe words, 
hugged me in her arms; and her two comrades ſeemed 


no leſs delighted to find me in theſe ſentiments, We 


agreed that next day I ſhould repair to the theatre, in 
the morning, and, before the whole company aſſembled, 


ſhew the ſame ſample of my talent that IJ had exhibited 


to them. If I had acquired the good opinion of thoſe 
who were at Phenicia's lodgings, all the actors judged 
of me ſtill more favourably when I had pronounced 
about twenty verſes in their preſence, They received 
me very willingly into their company; and then I was 
whoily engroſſed by my firſt appearance, which, that I 
might render as gay as poſũble, I employed upon it all 
the money that remained from the fale of my ring; 
and though I had not enough to make a ſuperb figure, 
] at leaſt found means to ſupply the want of magni fi- 
cence by a genteel taſte in my dreſs. 


At length I appeared on the ſtage for the firſt time; 


and then, what thundering applaufe, what eulogiums 


was 1 fayoured with! It is downright modeſty, my 


friend, to ſay ſimply that I raviſhed the audience; one 
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muſt have been witneſs of the noiſe I made at Seville 


to believe it. I became the diſcourſe of the whole city; 
which, during three weeks, came in crowds to the 
play-houſe, in ſuch a manner, that the company, by 
this novelty, recalled the public, which had began to 


deſert them. I began, then, in a manner that charmed 


every body; and this was the ſame thing as it I had 
advertiſed myſelf to be let to the higheſt bidder, Twenty 
cavaliers, of all ages, outvied one another in their prot- 
fers to me; and it I had followed my own inclination, 


I would have choſen him who was young and hand- 


{ome : but people of our ſtamp ought to conſult no- 
thing but their intereſt and ambition, when a lettle- 
ment is depending. For this reaſon, Don Ambroſio 
de Niſana, a man already old and ugly, both rich and 
generous, and one of the molt powerful noblemen of 
Andaluſia, had the preference. Tue, indeed, I made 
him purchaſe my favours at a good price; he hired for 
me a grand houle, which he turniſhed in a very mag- 
nificent manner, and gave me an expert cook, two lac- 


quies, a chamber-maid, and a thouſand ducats for my 


monthly expence, over and above rich clothes and 3 
pretty large quantity of jewels. | 

What a change was this in my fortune! My rea- 
ſon could not ſupport it: I appeared to mytelt, all ot 
a ſudden, quite another perſon; and I am not furprite 
that there are girls who forget, in a little time, the 
meanneſs and milery from which they are reſcued by 
the caprice of a may of quality, I will make a ſincere 
confeſſion ; the applauſe of the public, the flattering 
diſcourſe that I heard from all quarters, and the pal- 
ſion of Don Ambroſio, inſpned me with the ſentiments 
of a woman of quality; and becoming as covetous as I 
had before been prodigal of my imiles, I retolved to li- 
mit my proſpect to dukes, counts, and marquiiles 
only. 

© Signior de Niſana came to ſup at my houſe every 
evening with ſome of his friends; and I, on my ſide, 
took care to invite the molt engaging ot our actreſſes; 
ſo that we commonly ſpent the belt part of the night in 
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drinking and making merry. I accommodated myſelf 


mighty well to ſuch an agreeable lite, which, however, 
jaſted but ſix months. Noblemen are apt to change, 
otherwite they would be too amiable, Don Ambroſio 
fortook me, for a conquelt he had made of a young 
creature from Granada, who had arrived at Seville with 
ſome charms, and tle talent of diſpoſing them to the 
beſt advantage. My affliction at bis inconſtancy did 


not lat, however, longer than four and twenty hours. 


I chole in his room a cavalier of two and twenty, called 
Don Lewis de Alcacer ; to whom, in point of perſon, 
few Spaniards could be compared, Thou wilt, doubt- 
leſs, atk, and thou haſt reaſon ſo todo, why I took ſuch 
a young noblemin tor my gallant, when I knew the 
conſequences of ſuch a choice. But, but belides that 


Don Lewis had neither tather nor mother, and already 


enjoyed his eſtate, I mult tell thee, that theſe conſe- 
quences are not to be dreaded but by girls of a {ervile 
condition, or unhappy ſhe adventurers... Women ot 
our profeſſion are privileged perlons, and not at all 
anſwerable for the effects that our charms produce, 
So much the worſe for thoſe families whole heirs we 
piliage ! | „ 

« Alcacer and I attached ourſelves fo ſtrongly to one 
another, that no mutual paſſion, I believe, ever 
equalled that with which we were inflamed. We loved 
with ſo much fury, that one would have thought we 
were both enchanted ; and thoſe who were acquainted 
with our correſpondence, believed us the molt happy 
lovers in the world; though we were in reality the 
moſt miſerable. If Don Lewis had a perſon altogether 
amiable, he was at the ſame time fo jealous, that he 
afflicted me inceſſantly with his unjuſt ſuſpicions, It was 
in vain for me to accommodate myſelf to his weakneſs, 


to conſtrain mylelf ſo far as not to look upon a man. 


His diitruſt, ingenious in finding out crimes to lay to 

my charge, rendered my caution altogether uſecleſs. 

Our moſt tender moments were always diſturbed by 

quarrels, which it was impoſſible to endure. Both of 

us loſt our patience, and Is broke in a friendly man- 
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ner. Wouldſt thou believe it! we looked upon the 
laſt day as the moſt charming of our commerce. Equally 
fatigued with the troubles we had undergone, we ex- 

refled the utmolt joy on our mutual adien. We were 
like two miſerable captives, who, after a rude ſlavery, 
at laſt recover their freedom. 

© Since that adventure, I am always on my guard 
againſt love, I will no more contract attachments that 
may diſturb my repoſe; it does not become thole of 
our profefſion to ſigh like other people; an we ought 
not to entertain in private, a paſhon, the ridicule of 
which we reprelent in public. 

About this time 1 afforded tome employment to 
Fame, v hich reported every where, that 1 was an in- 
mitable actreſs. On the aſſurance of this goddeſs, the 
players of Granada wrote to me, propoſing that J 
ſhould enter into their company ; and, to let me know 
that the propoſal was not to be rejected, ſent me an ac- 
count of their daily expence, and the terms of their 
offer; from which I concluded, that it would be tor 
my intereſt to comply. I accepted it, therefore; though, 


at bottom, 1 was grieved at parting from Phenicia and 


Dorothea, whom I loved as much as one woman is 


capable of loving others of her ſex. I left the firſt 


buly in melting the plate of a little merchant gold. 
ſmith, who, out of vanity, would have an actreſs for his 


miſtreſs. I forgot to tell thee, that, when I devoted 


myſelf to the ſtage, I changed, through whim, my 
name from Laura to that of Eitella, under which ap- 
pellation I ſet out for Granada. 


© Here my firſt appearance was no leſs lucky than at 


Seville, and I ſaw myſelt at once ſurrounded by ad- 


mirers; but being reſolved to favor none, except in an 
honorable way, I behaved to them with ſo much re- 


_ ſerve, that they were blinded by my affected modeſty. 


Nexertheleſs, that I might not be the dupe of a con— 
duct that would be of no ſervice, and which indeed was 


not natural to me, I was going to liſten to a young 


judge, of the citizen race, who aſſumed the nobleman 


by virtue of his office, a ſumptuous table, and rich 
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equipage, when 1 ſaw, for the firit time, the Marquis 
de Marialva. This Portugwte lord, who travels through 
Spain out of curiolity, topped on his way at Granada 
and coming to the play one night, when I did not act, 
conſidered with great attention the actreties who pre- 
ſented themſelves, and found one to his liking. He 
made an acquaintance with her the very next day, and 
was ready to conclude the bargain, when I appeared 
on the ſtage. My figure, and the air 1 gave mylclt, 
turned the weathercock all on a ſudden, and the Por- 
tugueſe attached himſelf to me only. To confeſs the 
truth, as I was not ignorant that my comrade had 
pleaſed that nobleman, T ipared nothing to deprive her 
of her conqueſt 3 and I had the good fortune to ac- 
compliſh it. I know that ſhe bears me a grudge for 
my tucceſs, but I could not help doing it; and ſhe 
ought to conhider it as a thing ſo natural to women, 
that the beit iriends make no ſeruple of practiſing it on 
one another. „5 
C HAP. VIII. 
The Receptign which Gil Blas met with from the Players 
of Granada, and his finding an old 
Acquaintance behind the Scenes, 
AURA had no tooner finiſhed her ſtory, than an 
old actreſs, who jived in the neighbourhoud, came 
to take her up in her way to the playhoute. This ve- 
nerable ſtage-hrroine would have been very proper for 
playing the part of the goddeſs Cotys. My fitter did 
not fail to preſent her brother to this luperannuated fi- 
gure; upon which a great many compliments paſſed 
on both ſides. | 
I left them together, telling the ſteward's widow, 
that I would rejoin her at the theatre, as ſoon as I or- 
dered my baggage to be carried to the Marquis de Ma- 
rialva's houlr, to which he gave me a direction, I. 
went immediately to my own room; from whence, 
atter having ſatisfied my landlady, I repaired, with a 
man who carried my portmanteau, to a large furniſhed 
houſe where my maſter lodged. I met at the door his 
ſteward, who aſked me if I was not Dame Eſtella's 
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176 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 
brother; and, upon my aniwering in the affirmative, 
faid, © Signior Cavalier, you are very welcome; the 
Marquis de Marialva, whole ſteward I have the honour 
to be, has ordered me to give you a handiome recep- 
tion, There is a chamber prepared for you, to which, 
if you pleaſe, I ſhall ſhow you the way.” 80 laying, 


he carried me to the top of the houſe, and ſhowed me 


into a chamber ſo ſmall, that a very narrow bed, a 
cheſt, and two chairs, quite fill-d it. This was my 
apartment, * You won't be very much at large in 


this place,” ſaid my guide; © but, to make yon amerds, 


you ſhall be lodged in a ſuperb manner at Liſbon.“ I 


locked my portmantcau in my cheſt, put the Key in my 


pocket, and aſked at what hour they ſupped. I was 
anſwered, that the Portugueſe nobleman kept no table 
at home, but gave a certain monthly ſum to each do- 
meſtic for his board. I put other queſtions to him, 


and learned, that the people belonging to the marquis 


were a parcel of happy ſluggards. After a ſhort con- 
verſation, I left the ſteward, to go in queſt of Lama, 


agrecably engroſſed with the preſage I had conceived 


of my new place. 


As ſoon as J arrived at the playhouſe door, and faid 
that I was Eſtella's brother, I was immediately admit— 


ted. You might have ſeen the guards as eager in mak. 


ing a paſſage for me, as if I had been one of the mot 
conſiderable noblemen of Granada. All the ſervants 
and door-keepers whom I met made me profound bows, 
But what I wiſh I could paint to the reader, was my 
ſerio-comic reception behind the ſcenes, where I jound 
the company all drelled, and ready to begin. The 
actors and actreſſes, to whom Laura preſented me, pour- 


ed upon me in ſhoals. The men overwhelmed me with 


embraces; and the women, in their turns, applying 
their painted faces to mine, covered it with waite and 
red. Each deſirous of being the firſt to make their 
compliment, they ſpoke altogether ; it was impoſſible 
for me alone to anſwer; but my filter came to my aſ- 


ſiſtance, and her indefatigable tongue did not leave me 
in debt to any one. | 
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The embraces of the actors and actreſſes did not fuf- 
fice; tor I was alſo obliged to undergo the civilities of 
the ſeene-painter, the mutic, prompter, candle inuffer, 
and his deputy ;. in ſhort, of al: the ſervants of the the- 
atre, who, on the report of my arrival, came running 
to behold me. One would have thought that all cheſe 
people were foundlings, who had never ſeen a brother 
ne on ons 
_ Meanwhile the performance began; and ſome gen- 
tlemen who were behind the ſcenes ran to their places; 
while I, like a child of the houſe, continued to con- 
verſe with thoſe of the actors who were not on the ſtage, 
Among thele, 1 heard one called Melchior: I was. 
truck. with the name; I conſidered with attention the 
perſon who hore it, and imagined I had feen him 
tome where. I at length recollected him to be Melchior 
Zapata, that poor ſtroller, who, as I obſerved in the 
firſt volume of my hiſtory, ſoaked cruſts of bread in a 
ipring. Pk e 
Taking him aſide accordingly, © I am miſtaken," 
ſaid I, © if you are not that Signior Melchior with 
whom I had the honour to breakfaſt one day at the 
ſide of a clear ſpring between Valladolid and Segovia. 
I was in company with a journeyman barber. We had 
ſome proviſions in a kvapfack, which, being joined to 
your's, made up a pretty little repaſt, which was ſea- 
toned with a thoutand agreeable ſallies.“ Zapata, have 
ing mufed lome minutes, anſwered, * You mention a 
circumitance which I recal without difficulty; I was 
then returning tv Zamora, from having made an unſuc- 
ceſsful attempt on the ſtage at Madrid: I remember 
too that I was in very bad circumſtances.“ I remem- 
ber the ſame thing, ſaid I, by this token, that you 
wore a jacket lined with play bills. You tee I have 
not forgot it, no more than that you complained at that 
time of having 100 chaſte a wife.“ Oh, I have no 
cauſe to complain of that at preſent !? ſaid Zapata, 
with precipitation; * egad ! my goſſp is very much 
reformed in that particular, and theretore my jacket 18 
better lined than formerly.“ e 


178 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, 

I was going to congratulate him on his wife's refor. 
mation, when he was obliged to leave me, in order to 
appear upon the ſtage, Curious to know his ſpoule, I 
made up to an actor, and defired he would ſhew her to 
me. This he did, ſaying, There ſhe is; that is Nar- 
ciſſa, the handſomeſt of our ladies, your ſiſter excepted.” 
J immediately concluded, that this actreſs mult be ſhe 
in favour of whom the Marquis de Marialva had de- 
clared himſelf, before he had ſeen Eſtella: and my con- 
jecture was but too true. When the play was over, I 
conducted Laura to her lodging, where J perceived ſe- 
veral cooks preparing a great entertainment. © Thou 
mayeſt ſup here, ſaid ſhe, I won't indeed, faid I; 
© the marquis, perhaps, will chuſe to be alone with 
you. O, not at all!” replied ſhe; © he is to be here 
with two of his friends and one of our gentlemen ; and 
it is at thy own option to make a ſixth, Thou knoweſt 


that, in the houles of actreſſes, ſecretaries kave the | 


3 of eating with their maſters,* True, ſaid 
; but it would be a little too early for me to put 
myſelf on the footing of a favourite ſecretary; I muſt 
firſt enjoy his confidence before I can merit that ho- 
nourable privilege.” So ſaying, I left her; and re- 
paired to my eating-houſe, which I intended to fre- 
quent every day, ſince my maſter kept no table at home. 
CHAP. IX: 


He ſupped that Evening with an extraordinary Man * 


an Account of what happened between them. 
Oblerved in the hall a kind ot old monk, cloathed 
in coarſe grey cloth, who was at ſupper all alone in 


a corner. Sitting down, out of curioſity, juſt oppoſite 
to him, I {aluted him very civiily, and he ſhiewed him 


ſelf no Jeſs polite, My pittance being brought, I be- 
gan to diſpatch it with a good deal of appetite, and 
while I ate in filence, I frequently looked at this per- 


| fon, whole eyes I always found fixed on mine, Fatigued 


_ with his ſtubborn perſeverance in looking at me, I ad- 
dreſſed him in theſe words; „Father, have we ever {ren 
one another before ? You obſerve me as it I was not 
altogether unknown to you.“ 


11 
fvin 
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He anſwered, with great gravity, „My reaſon for 
fixing my eyes upon you, 1s to admire the prodigious 
variety of adventures which are marked in the features 
of your face.“ * I fee,” faid I, © with an air of rail- 
lery, that your reverence deals in metopoſcopy.? 
« | may boaſt of poſſeſſing that art,” replicd the monk; 
and of having made preſages which have been verified 


by the event. I am allo tkilled in chiromancy, and 
will venture to ſay, that my oracles are infallible, 


when I bave compared the inſpection of the hand with 
that of the face? 


Although this old man n had all the appeara ance of a 


wile per ſon, I thought him to fooliſh that I could not 
help laughing in his face. Inſtead of being offended, 
he ſmiled at my unpoliteneſs, and continued ſpeaking 
in theſe words, after having caſt his eyes around the 
hall, to he aſſured that nobody liſtened; * I am not ſur- 
priled to fee you ſo prejudiced againſt two ſciences, 
which are locked upon as frivolous in this age, The 
long and paintul ſtudy which they demand diſcourages 
all the Jearned men, who renounce and decry chem . 
out of delpair of acquiring them. For my own part, 
I am not diſcouraged by the obſcurity in which they 
are ſhrouded, no more than by the difficulties which 
inceſſantly occur in the ſearch of chymical lecrets, and 
in the wonderful art of tranſinuting metals into 
old. 
: © But I don't conſider, added he, recollecting him- 
ſelt, that I ſpeak to a young cavalier, to whom my 
diicourie muſt in effect appear quite chimerical. A 
lample of my {kill will diſpoſe you much better 
than all I can fay, to judge more favourably of my art.“ 
With theſe words, he took out of his pocket a phial 
full of red liquor; and then ſaid, © Here is an elixir, 
which 1 compoſed this morning, of the juice of certain 
plants, diſtilled in an alembick; for I have employed 
almoſt all my lite, like Democritus, in finding out the 
properties of minerals and fimples. You ſhall lee its 
virtue put to the proof, The wine which we now 
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drink at ſupper, though it is execrable, ſhall become 
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excellent.“ So laying, he put into my bottle two drops 
of his elixir, which rendered my wine more delicious 
than tke belt that is drank in Spain. | 

The marvellous ſtrikes the imagination; and, when 
once that is gained, the judgment is no longer vied, 
Charmed with ſuch a fine lecret, and perſuaded that he 
muſt be more than the devil who could find it out, I 
cried, in a tranſport of admiration, © Oh, father! pray 
pardon me, if I took you at firſt for an old fool; ! 
now do juſtice. to your capacity, and need no more 
than I have ſcen to be aſſured that you could, it you 
pleated, convert, in an inſtant, a bar of iron into ar, 
ingot of gold. How happy ſhould I be, could I pol- 
{ets ſuch an admnable ſcience!' Heaven prelerve 
you from ſuch an acquiſition,” ſaid the old man, in. 
terupting me with a profound figh: © you don't know, 


my ton, what a ſecret you wich tor. Inſtead of envy.. 


ing, rather pity me, for having beſtowed to much 
pains to make mylelf uwuhappy. I live in continual 
diſquiet. I am afraid of being diſcovered, and that 
my labours will be rewarded by perpetual impriſon— 
ment. In this apprenenſion J lead a wandering lite, 
diſguiſed ſometimes like a prieft or monk, and ſome- 
times like a peaſant or cavalier, Is it then an advan- 
tage to know how to make gold at that price? and are 
not riches a real puniſhment to thoſe perſons who can- 
not enjoy them in tranquillity ?? 

This diſcourſe ſeeming to me very ſenſible, I faid to 
the ſage, * There is nothing like a quiet life: you give 
me a diſguſt to the philoſopher's ſtone 3 and J will be 


contented with learning of you the future events of 


my life.“ With all my heart, child,“ anſwer he; 
© | have already made wy remarks on your features, 
let us now ſee your hand.“ I preſented it to him with 
42 confidence that will not do me much honour in the 
opinion of ſome readers; and he, having exam.ned it 
with great attention, exclaimed, in a fit of enthufialin, 


Ah! what tranſitions from griet to joy, and from icq 


to grief! What capricious ſucceſſions of misfortune 


and proſperity! But you have already experienced 
a great many of thele viciſſitudes You have not a 
great many more afflictions to undergo ; and a noblc- 
man will confer upon you an agreeable deſtiny, not 
ſubje& to change.“ After having aſſured me that I 
might depend on this prediction, he bade me farewell, 
and went out of the eating-houfe, leaving me quite en- 
groſſed with the things which I had heard. I did not 
at all doubt that the Marquis de Marialva was the 


nobleman in queſtion ; and, of conſequence, nothing 


ſeemed more poſſible than the accompliſhment of the 
oracle. But though I had not ſeen the leaſt appearance 
of probability, I could not have helped repoſing an 
entire belief in the pretended monk, ſo much authority 
had he acquired in my opinion by his elixir. On my 
fide, that I might haſten the happineſs that was pre- 
dicted to me, I reſolved to attach myſelf to the marquis 
more than J had done to any of my matters: and, hay- 
ing formed this reſolution, I retired to our houſe, in a 
tranſport of joy that I cannot expreſs. Never did a 
woman leave a fortune-teller with more ſatis faction. 
| HA. X. 

The Commiſſion that the Marquis de Marialwa gave to 

Gil Blas, and the Manner in which that faithful 

Secretary acquitted himſelf Hit. 

"PHE marquis was not yet come home from the lodg- 

ings of his a&reſs; and I found his valets de 
chambre play ing at primero in his apartment, expecting 
his return; I made up to them, and we amuſed our- 
ſelves in making merry till two o'clock in the morning, 
when our maſter arrived, He was a little ſurpriſed to 
ice me, and faid with a gracious air, which made me 
gueſs that he returned very well ſatisfied with his even- 
ing's pleaſure, How, Gil Blas! not yet a-bed?” I 
anſwered, that I was firſt willing to know what orders 


he had for me. I ſhall, perhaps, reſumed he, © give 


you a commiſſion to-morrow morning ; but it will be 

time enough then to tell you the particulars. Mean- 

while, you may go to reſt: and henceforth remem- 

er that I diſpenſe with your attendance in the even- 
OL. II. | 
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182 ADVENTURES Of GIL BLAS. 
ing, having occaſion for nobody but my valets de 
chambre. | | 58 

After this explanation, which at bottom gave me a 
good deal of pleaſure, ſince it ſpared me a piece of ſub- 
jection which I ſhould have ſometimes felt in a very 
diſagreeab e manner, I left the marquis in his apart- 
ment, and, retiring to my garret, went to bed ; but 
having no inclination to ſleep, it came into my head 
that I ſhould follow the advice which Pythagoras gives 
us, of recollecting at night all that we have done in 
the day, in order to applaud our good, and condemn 
our bad actions. 57 8 

I did not find my conſcience clear enough to be ſa- 


tisfied with my conduct; but reproached myſelf with 
having ſupported the impoſture of Laura. In vaid did 
1 ſuggeſt as an excule, that I could not in honor give 


the lie to a girl who had nothing in view but to do me 
a pleaſure; and that, in ſome hape, I found myſelt 


under a neceſſity of being an accomplice in the cheat. 


D 


Little ſatisfied with this apology, I anſwered, that [ 
ought not, then, to have puſhed things fo far; and, 
that I muſt have a great deal of impudence to live with 
a nobleman, whoſe confidence I ſo i 1epaid. In ſhort, 
after a ſevere examination, I concluded, that it I was 
not a rogue, I was next kin to one. | 

From thence paſſing to the conſequences, I repretent- 
ed to myſelf that I playe1 a very high game, in deceiv- 
ing a man of quality ; who, for my tins, would perhaps 


ſoon diſcover the trick. A reflection, fo judicious, ter- 


rified me not a little; but the ideas of pleaſure and in- 
tereſt, ſoon diſſipated my fear: beides, the prophecy of 
the man with the elixir, would have been ſuſficient to 
remove my douhts. I gave myſelf up, therefore, to the 


moſt egreeable fancies : I forined new rules of arith- 


metic, to reckon within myſelt the ſum to which my 
wages would amount at the end of ten years ſervice. 
To this I added, the gratifications which I ſhould re- 
ceive from my maſter ; and meaſuring them by his li- 
beral diſpoſition, or rather by my own deſires, I had 
an intemperance of imagination (if I may be allowed 
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the expreflion) which ſet no bounds to my fortune; 
] was gradually lulled by ſo much wealth, and fell 
aſleep in the very act of building caſtles in Spain. 

Next day I got up at eight o'clock in the morning, 
to go and 1eceive my patron's orders; but as I opened 
the door to go out, I was very much lurpriſed to ſee 
him appear before me all alone, in his night-cap and 
morning gown. Gil Blas,“ ſaid he, laſt night, when 
I left your ſiſter, T promiſed to be with her this morn- 
ing; but an affair of conſequence hinders me from 
keeping my word. Go, and aſſure her from me, that 
I am very much mortified at the diſappointment z and 
tell her, I ſhall certainly ſup with her in the evening. 
This is not all, added he, putting into my hand a 
purſe, with a little ſhagreen box enriched with diamonds 
carry this my piAure to her; and keep this purſe, of 
fifty piſtoles, which I give as a mark of the friend. 
ſhip I have already conceived for you.* I took the 
picture with one hand, and the purſe I ſo little de- 
ſerved with the other; and running inſtantly to 
Laura, cried, in the exceſs of joy with which I was 
tranſported, © Good! the prediction is viſibly accom- 
pliſhing. What a happineſs it is to be the brother of 
ſuch a handſome and gallant girl! What a pity it is, 
that there is not as much honor as profit aud pleaſure 
mit! 

Laura, contrary to the cuſtom of people of her pro- 
feſſion, being uſed to rife early, I ſurpriſed at her 
toilet! where, in expectation of the Portugueſe, ſhe 
joined to her natural beauty all the auxiliary charms 
that the art of coquetry could beſtow, © Amiable 
Eſtella !* {aid I to her, when I entered, the loadſtone 
of ſtrangers! I may now ſit at table with my maſter, 
ſince he has honored me with a commiſſion which 
gives me that prerogative, and of which I come to 
acquit myſelf, He cannot have the pleaſure of your 
company this morning, as he propoſed: but, for your 
conſolation, will ſup with you at night; and he tends 
you this picture, which, to me, ſeems a matter of ſtill 
greater conſolation.” | | | 
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I accordingly gave her the box, which, by the bright 
ſparkling of the diamonds that adorned it, infinitely 


rejoiced he eye-ſight. She opened it, and ſhutting it 


again, after having conſidered the painting ſuperficially, 


returned to the ſtones, whoſe beauty ſhe extolled, ſay- 


ing with a ſmile, * Theſe are copies which we women 
of the ſtage value more than the originals.” 

I then told her that the generous Portugueſe, when 
he entruſted me with the picture, had gratified me with 


a purſe of fifty piſtoles. I congratulate thee upon thy 
good fortune, ſaid ſhe to me: © this nobleman begins 


where others even rarely end.“ To you, my dear 
creature, I replied, * I owe this preſent :_ the mar- 
quis beſtowed it upon me ſolely on account of my 
being your brother.“ I wiſh,” ſaid ſhe, that he 
would give you as much every day; for I cannot 
expreſs how dear thou art to me, The very firſt mo- 
ment I ſaw thee, I attached myſelf to thee, by a tie 


too ſtrong for me to break. When I loſt thee at 
Madrid, I did not deſpair of finding thee again; and, 
_ yeſterday, when I ſaw thee, received thee as a man 


whom fate had brought back to my arms. In a word, 
my friend, Heaven has deſtined us for one auother : 
thou ſhalt be my huſband : but we muſt firſt enrich 
ourſelves : I want to have two or three more intrigues, 
to make thee ealy for life.” 

I thanked her in a polite manner, for the trouble ſhe 
intended to take on my account; and we inſenſibly en- 
gaged in a converſation that laſted till noon. Then I 
retired, to give an account to my maſter of the manner 
in which his preſent was received; and, though Laura 
had given me no inſtructions on the ſubject, I did not 
fail to compoſe by the way a fine compliment, which I 
intended to repeat in her name. But when I went home, 
I was told that the marquis had gone out! and it was 
decreed, that I ſhould fee him no more, as may be per- 
ceived in reading the following chapter, 
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CHAP. XI. | 
Gil Blas receives a Piece of News, which is bike 
Thunderbolt to him. | 

I Repaired to my eating-houſe, where, meeting two 

men of a very agreeable converſation, I dined and 
ſat at table with them till it was time to go to the play, 
Then we parted ; they went about their own affairs, 
and I took the road to the theatre. I muſt obſerve, by 
the bye, that I had all the reaſon in the world to be in 
good humour; mirth had reigned in my converſation 
with theſe two gentlemen ;3 my fortune wore a moſt 
ſmiling face; nevertheleſs my ſpirits funk, without my 
knowing the reaſon, and without my being able to keep 
them up. It was, doubtleſs, a preſage of the mistor- 
tune with which I was threatened. | 

As Ientered the green-room, Melchior Zapata came 
to me; and, telling me ſoftly to follow him, carried 
me into a private place, and addreſſed me in this man- 
ner: Signior Cavalier, I think it my duty to give you 
a very important piece of intelligence, You know 
that the Marquis de Marialva had, at firſt, a paſſion 
tor Narcifla, my wife, and had already appointed a 
day to come and take a ſlice of my rib, when the 
artful Eſtella found means to break the bargain, and 
allure the Portugueſe nobleman to her own charms. 
You may well believe, that an actreſs does not Joſe 
ſuch a good prey without vexation. My ſpouſe has 
this affair at heart, and is capable of undertaking any 
thing to be revenged: ſhe has now a fair occaſion. 
Yelterday, if you remember, all our ſervants crowded 
to ſee you; when the under candle-ſnuffer told ſome 
of the company, that he knew you very well, and 
that you was nothing lets than Eſtella's brother. 

© This report,” added Melchior, reached the ears 
of Narciſſa; who did not fail to interrogate the au- 
thor, and he has confirmed his aſſertion, by telling 
her, that he knew you Arſenia's valet, at the fave 
time that Eſtella, under the name of Laura, ſerved 


that aGrels at Madrid. My wife, charmed with that 
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diſcovery, will impart it to the Marquis de Marialya, 
who is to be at the play this evening. Take your 
meaſures accordingly : if you are not actually Eſtella's 
brother, I adviſe you, as a friend, and on account of 
our old acquaintance, to provide for your ſafety, 
Narciſſa, who demands but one victim, has allowed 
me to give you this notice, that you my prevent any 
ſiniſter accident by immediate flight.“ 

It would have been ſuperfluous in him to ſay more 
of the matter. I thanked the ſtage- player for his in- 
formation; and he ealily perceived, by my terrified look, 
that I was not the man to give the candle- ſnuffer the 
lie. I did not feel the leaſt inclination to depend upon 
my effrontery: I was not even tempted to bid Laura 


farewell, leſt ſhe ſhould have inſiſted upon my facing it 


out. I could very well conceive that the was an atitels 
of ſuch ſkill, as to be able to extricate herſelf out of 
the dilemma : but I ſaw nothing except an infallible 
chaſtitement for me, and I was not ſo much in love as 
to brave it. My ole duty being, therefore, to eſcape 
with my houſhould goods, (I mean iny baggage), I dii- 
appeared from the play-houſe in a twinkling, and with 
the utmoſt diſpatch cauſed my portmanteau to be trani- 
ported to the houſe of a carrier, who was to ſet out for 


Toledo at three o'clock next morning, I could have 


wiſhed to be with tue Count de Polan, whoſe houſe 
ſeemed my only alylum ; but I was not yet there; and 
I could not, without the utmoſt uneaſineſs, think on 
the time I had to ſtay in a city where I was afraid 
they would ſearch for me even in the night. 

I did not, for all that, omit going to ſupper at my 
eating-houſe, although I was as much diſturbed as a 
debtor who knows that there are bailiffs at his heels. 
What I ate that evening did not, I believe, produce 
excellent chyle in my ſtomach. Being the miſerable 
ſport of fear, I examined every body that came into 
the hall; and when, unluckily, any 1ll-looking fellow 
entered, (a common caſe in theſe places), I ſhivered 
with dread, Having ſupped in the midſt of continual 


alarms, I roſe from table, and returned to the carrier's 
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houſe, where 1 threw myſelf on a truſs of freſh ſtraw, 1 
and lay till the hour of our departure. 4 
Meanwhile my patience was ſufficiently exerciſed, 4 

I was attacked with a thouſand diſagreeable reffexions: Ko 


when I chanced to ſlumber, I beheld the furious marquis 4 
mangling the fair face of Laura with blows, and de- 1 
moliſhing every thing in her houſe; or heard him order il 
his ſervants to make me periſh under the baſtinado. 1 


Then ſtarting, I awoke; and, though to wake is 
uſually a great comfort after ſuch a terrible dream, 
waking was to me more dreadſul than the dream it= _ 
ſelf. Happily for me, the carrier delivered me trom 
my affliction, by giving me notice that his mules 
were ready. I was immediately a-foot;z and, thank 
Heaven! ſet out radically cured of chiromancy and 
Laura. In proportion as we moved from Granada, 
my mind reſumed its tranquillity ; and 1 began to en- 
ter into converſation with the carrier. I laughed at 
ſome pleaſant ſtories he recounted, and loſt, inſenſibly, 
all my fear. I enjoyed a ſound fleep at Ubeda, where 


7 
we lay the firſt night; and on the fourth arrived at iii 
Toledo. TIS {i | 
My firſt care was toaſk a direction for the Count de 14 
Polan's houle, whither I repaired, very well perſuaded 
that he would not ſuffer me to lodge in any other place: | 


but I reckoned without my hoſt; for I found nobody 
at home but the houſe-keeper, who told me that her 
maſter had ſet out in the evening for the caſtle of 
Leyva, having received a meſſage that Seraphina was g 
dangeroufly ill. 1 

} 


I did not expect the abſence of the count, which di- 
miniſhed the joy I felt at being at Toledo, and induced Wo | 
me to take another reſolution. Finding mylelf fo near 1 
Madrid, I reſolved to go thither, reflecting that I might * 
puſh myſelf forward at court, where a ſuperior genius, 

I had heard, was not abſolutely neceſſary to make a 9 | 
fortune. The very next day I took the advantage of | ! 

a return horſe, for that capital of Spain; and Fortune | 
conducted me thither, in order to make me act higher 
parts than thoſe which I had performed, | 
| | CHAP, 
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| CHAP. XII. | 
Gil Blas takes Lodgings in a Houſe where he contra; 
an Acquaintance with Captain Chinchilla. The 

Character of that Officer; with an Account 

e the A Fair that brought him to Madrid. | 
O my firſt arrival at Madrid, I fixed my habita- 

tion in a houſe that was let into lodgings, where 
lived, among other people, an old captain, who had 
come from the farther end of New Caſtile, to ſolicit at 
court for a penſion, which he thought he had but too 


well deſerved. His name was Don Hannibal de Chiin- 


chilla. It was not without aſtoniſhment, that T beheld 


him for the firſt time; being a man turned of ſixty, of 


a gigantic ſtature, and extremely meagre. He wore a 
pair of thick whiſkers, and curled up to his temples 


on each fide, Over and above his want of a leg and 
arm, a large plaiſter of green ſilk ſupplied the place af 


one eye, and the ſcars of many wounds appeared on his 
face. Theſe things excepted, he was pretty much like 
another man. Beſides, he had a good deal of under- 
ſtanding, and ſtill more gravity; was ſcrupulous in 


his morals; and, in particular, piqued himſelf on his 


delicacy in point of honour. 

Alter having converſed with him two or three times, 
he honored me with his confidence. I ſoon became 
acquainted with all his affairs. He recounted to me on 
what occaſion he bad left an eye at Naples, an arm in 
Lombardy, and a leg in the Low Countries. What I 
admired in his narration of battles and ſieges was, that 
no one gaſconade elcaped him, nor even a word in his 


_ own prailez though I could have willingly pardoned 


him for Hoatting of the half of himſelf that remained, 
as an intlemnification for the other halt that he had loft. 
Thole officers who return from the wars ſafe and found, 
are ſeldom to modeſt. _ REN | 

But he told me, the thing that gave him the moſt con- 
cern was, that he had ſpent à conſiderahle eſtate in his 
campaigns, ſo that now his whole fortune was reduced 
to about an hundred ducats a-year, which was ſcarce 
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ſafficlent to maintain his whiſkers, clear his lodgings, 
and pay for writing his memorials ; For, in ihoit, 
Signior Cavalier, added he, ſhrugging up his ſhoulders, 
I preſent one, thank God, every day, without being 
favoured with the leaſt notice, One would fay, that 
there is a wager between the prime miniſter and me, 
which of us ſhould firſt fail; I in giving, or he in re- 
ceiving them. ] have alſo had the honor to preſent ſe- 
veral to his majeſty ; but the curate ſings no better than 
his clerk! and, in the mean time, my caſtle of Chin- 
chilia ſinks into ruins for want of reparation." _ 

We muſt deſpair of nothing, ' ſaid I to the captain: 
_ © you are now, perhaps, on the eve of ſeeing all your toils 
and troubles repaid with intereſt.” I ought not ta 
flatter myſelf with that hope, replied Don Hannibal: 
three days are not yet elapſed fince I ſpoke to one of 
the miniſter's ſecretaries; and, if I may believe what 
he ſaid, I may make myſelf very eaſy.” * And, pray, 
what did he ſay ?* I replied, * Did he pretend that 
you was not worthy of a recompence?* * You ſhall 
judge, reſumed Cinchilla. The ſecretary told me 
very plainly, © Maſter What-d'ye-call-um, don't 
brag ſo much of your zeal and fidelity. You have 
done no more than your duty, in expoſing yourſelf to 
danger in behalf of your country. The glory alone 
which attends brave actions is a ſufficient recompence, 
and ought to ſatisfy a Spaniard in particular, You 
muſt deceive yourſelf, therefore, if you look on the 
_ gratification you ſolicit as a debt due to ycur valour. 
Provided it be granted to you, you will owe it en- 
tirely to the favor and generoſity of the king, who 
is pleaſed to think himſelf indebted to thoſe of his ſub- 
jects who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the ſervice 
of the ſtate.“ « You {ee thus,“ purſued the captain, 
that I am ſtill in his debt; and that, in all likelihood, 
I ſhall return as rich as I came.” 5 


One naturally intereſts himſelf for a brave man in ad- 


verſity, I encouraged him to perlevere, and offered to 
0 o 3 4 

write his memoriais gratis. I went even ſo far as to 

offer him my pure, and to conjure him io take out of 
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190 ADVENTURES or GIL BLAS. 
it what money he wanted. But he was none of thoſe 
who never wait for a ſecond invitation on theſe occa- 
tons; on the contrary, he ſhewed bimſelf very delicate 
on this point, and thanked me in a lofty manner for my 


_ goodwill, He afterwards told me, that rather than be a 


burden to any body, he had accuſtomed himſelf, by de- 
grees, to live ſo frugally, that the leaſt nouriſhment was 
ſufficient for his ſubſiſtence. This was but too true; 


and, therefore, he was nothing but ſkin and bone. That 


he might have no witneſs of his wretched repaſt, he 
uled to lock himſelf up in his chamber at meals. I 
obtained of him however, by dint of entreaty, that we 
ſhould dine and ſup together ; and, deceiving his pride 
by an ingenious compaſſion, ordered more victuals and 
liquor than I had occaſion for to be brought, and urged 
him to eat and drink. At firſt, he ſtood upon ceremony, 
but at length he yielded to my intreaties. After which, 
becoming inſenſibly more bold, he, of himſelf, aſſiſted 
me in clearing my plate, and empting my bottle. 
When we had drank four or five draughts, and re- 
conciled his ſtomach to good nouriſhment, © Truly,” 
{aid he, with an air of gaiety, you are very bewitching, 


© Signior Gil Blas; you make me do what you pleaſe ; 


your behaviour diveſts me of all fear of abuſing your 
beneficent diſpoſition.” My captain, at that time, 


ſeemed lo well rid of ſhame, that, if J had laid hold of 


the opportunity of preſſing him again to accept my 


purſe, I believe he would not have refuſed it: but I did 


not put him to the trial; contenting myſelf with hay- 
ing made him my meſſmate, and with taking the trou- 
ble not only of writing his memorials, but alſo of help- 
ing him to compole them. By means of having copied 
homilies, I had learned to turn a period, and was be- 
come 3 kind of author. The old officer, on his part, 
piqued himſelf on his knowledge in compoſition ; fo 
that, exerting ourſelves together, through emulation, 


ve produced morſels of eloquence, worthy of the moſt 


celebrated maſters of Salamanca. But in vain did each 
of us exhauſt his genius, in ſowing flowers of rhetoric 
in thoſe memorials ; it was no better, as the laying is, 
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than ſowing them on ſand. Whatever expedient we fell 


upon to enhance the ſervices of Don Hannibal, the cou: t 
paid no regard to it; a circumſtance that did not at 
all engage the old invalid to make the eulogium of 
thoſe officers who ruin themſelves in the field. In his 


bad humour he curſed his fate, and wiſhed Naples, 


Lombardy, and the Low Countries, at the devil. 
To compleat his mortification, it happened one day 


that, under his very noſe, a poet, introdueed by the 


duke d' Alva, having rehearſed, in the preſence, an ode 


on the birth of an intanta, was gratified with a penſion 


of five hundred ducats. I believe the maimed captain 
would have run mad on this occaſion, had I not been 
at great pains to recompoſe him. What is the mat- 
ter?* ſaid I, ſeeing him quite beſide himſelf ; © there 
is nothing in this that ought to give you uneaſineſs, 
Has it not been the privilege of -poets, time immemo— 


rial, to make princes pay tribute to the Mules? There 


15 not a crowned head in the world that does not gra- 
tify one of theſe gentlemen with a penſion ; and, be- 
tween you and me, thele ſort of rewards, being gene- 
rally tranſmitted to the knowledge of poſterity, im- 
mortalize the liberality of kings; whereas the other 
recompences which they beſtow, ate often but io much 
loſs to their reputation. How many rewards did 
Auguſtus diſpenſe, huw many penſions did he grant, 
of which we have not the leaſt intimation ! But the 
moſt remote poſterity will always know, as we do, 
that Virgil received n2ar two hundred thouſand crowns 
from the bounty of that emperor.” | 
Notwithſtanding all I could lay to Don Hannibal, 
the fruits of the ode ſtuck in his ſtomach like lead; 
and, as he could not digeſt it, he reſolved to abandon 
the whole of his purſuit, But firſt being willing, as his 
laſt effort, to preſent one other memorial to the Duke 
of Lerma, we went together to the houſe of that prime 
miniſter, where we met a young man, who, having 
faluted the captain, ſaid to him, with an affectionate 
air, © My dear old Maſter, is it you! What affair has 
brought you hicher? If you have occaſion for a per- 
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192 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, 

fon of intereit with his highneſs, pray command me; 
L offer ycu my good offices.” How, Pedrillo!” re. 
plied the captain; © to hear you talk, one would ima- 
gine you enjoy ſome important pſt in this family.“ 
I have, at leaſt,” anſwered the young man, power 
enough to be of ſervice to an honeſt country gentleman 
like you.” © If that be the caſe,” ſaid the officer, with 
a ſmile, I have recourſe ſo your protection.“ Tis 


granted, reſumed Pedrillo; © let me know what is 


your buſineſs, and 1 promiſe you ſhall get ſonie ſnips 


out of the miniſter," 


We had no ſooner communicated the affair to this 


benevolent young fellow, than he aſked where Don 


Hannibal lodged ; in which being ſatisfied, he aſſured 
us that we ſhculd hear of him next day; and then diſ- 
appeaied, without giving us the leaſt hint of what he 
intended to do, or even telling us whether or not he be- 
longed to the Duke of Lerma. I was curious to know 
who this Pedrillo was, that ſeemed ſo ſprightly. He 
is a young fellow,” {aid the captain, * who ſerved me 
ſome years ago; and who, ſceing me in want, left me 
to go in queſt of a better place. I don't blame him 
for that : it is very natural for one to change for the 


better. He is a wag who does not want underſtanding, 
and is as intriguing as the devil: but, in ſpite of all 


his art, I don't depend a great deal upon the zeal which 
he has expreſſed in my behalf.” Who knows,” laid 
I, but he may be of ſome ule? If he belongs, for 
example, to ſome one of the duke's principal officers, 
he may have it in his power to do you ſome ſervice. 
You are not ignorant that every thing is carried, among 
the great, by cabal and intrigue; that they have fa- 


vorite domeſtics who lead them by the noſe! and theſe 


again, in their turn, are governed by their own valets.“ 

Next morning, Pedrillo coming to our lodging, 
« Gentlemen,? {aid he, © if I did not explain myſelf 
yellerday, on the means I have of ſerving Captain 


Chinchilla, it was becauſe we were not in a place 


proper for ſuch an explanation. Beſides, I was 
willing to ſound the buſinels, before I diſcloſed it to 
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ADVEN TURES OF GIL BLAsS. 193 
you, You muſt know, then, that I am the lacquey 
and confident of Signior Rodrigo de Calderona, the 
Puke of Lerma's firſt ſecretary. My maſter, who is 
very much addicted to gallantry, ſups every evening 
with an Arragonian nightingale, that he keeps encaged 
near the court. She is a very handſome girl, from 
Albarazin, of good underſtanding, and fings to ad 
miration; therefore ſhe is called Signiora Sirena. As 
I carry a billet-doux to her every morning, I have juſt 
now ſeen her. I have propoſed that ſhe thall make Don 
Hannibal paſs for her uncle, and, on that ſuppolition, 


engage her gallant to protect him. She 1s willing to 


undertake the affair; tor, beſides the ſmall advantage 
ſhe foreſees in it for herſelf, the will be extremely glad 
to be thought the niece of a brave gentleman.” | 


Signior de Chinchilla made wry faces at this propoſal, 


and expreſſed a reluctance in making himſeif an accom- 
plice of ſuch a prank ; and (till more, in ſuffering a ſhe- 
adventurer to diſhonour his family, by ſaying ſhe be. 
jonged to it. He was diſguſted at it, not only on account 


of himſelf, but alſo perceived in it (if I may be allowed 


the expreſſion) a retroſpective ignominy upon all his 
anceſtors. This delicacy ſeemed very unſeaſonable to 
Pedrillo; who, being ſhocked at it, exclaimed" You 
jeſt luxe, to take it in that view! You are ſuch a ſet 
of people, you cottage ſquires, your vanity 1s quite 
ridiculous |—Signor Cavalier, he purſued, addretting 
himſelf to me, are you not ſfurpriſed at the ſcruples 
ne makes? Egad it is a fine thing, indecd, to ſtand 
on ſuch punctilios at court! Fortune is never neglected 
there, whatever {nape it aſſumes.” 

I approved of what Pedrillo faid, and we harangued 
the captain ſo ſucceſsfully, that we prevailed upon him, 
in ſpite of himſelf, to hecome Sirena's uncle, When 
we had gained this victory over his pride, we laid all 
our three heads together, in order to compole a new 
memorial for the miniſter, and it was reviſed, aug. 
mented, and corrected accordingly. I then wrote it 
gut fair, and Pedrillo carried it to the Arragonian 
lady; who, that very evening, put it into the hands of 
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194 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS., 
Signior Don Rodrigo, to whom ſhe ſpoke in ſuch a 
manner, that the ſecretary, believing her really the cap- 
tain's niece, promited to exert himſelf in his behalf, 
A few days after, we ſaw the effects of this our work, 
Pedrillo came to our lodging with an air of triumph; 
God news !* ſaid he to Chinchilla; * the king is 
going to make a diſtribution of governments, bene- 
fices, and penſions, in which you ſhall not be torgot. 
But I am ordered to aſk what preſent you intend to 
make to Sirena. As for my own part, I declare ['li 
have nothing at all. I prefer the pleaſure of having 
contributed towards bettering my old maſter's fortune, 
to all the gold in the world. But this is not the cale 
with our nymph of Albarazin; ſhe is a little Tewiſhiy 
inclined; when the buſmeſs is to oblige her neighbour, 
ſne would take morey of her own father, fo you may 
judge if ſhe will refule it from a pretended uncle.“ 
Let her mention her demand, rephed Don Han— 


niba!: #4 ſhe ſhall, it ſhe pleaſes, have yearly one third 


of the penſion I obtain; and that ought to ſatisfy her, 
it the whole revenucs of his Catholic Majeſty were 
concerned in the bargain. — For my own part,” re- 
plied Don Rodrigo's Mercury, * I wou'd cheerfully 
rely upon your word, becauſe I know the value of it; 
but you, have to do with a little creature who is na- 
turally diftrutiul. Beſides, ſhe would much rather 
have, once for all, two thirds of the product advanced 
in ready-money,” © Where the devil does ſhe think I 
mall find it?“ cried the officer, haſtily interrupting 
lum; © does be think Tam am ,oney-brok er? It ſeems 
you have not nave her acquainted with my ſituation.“ 

$ Pardon me, replied Pecrillo; © ſhe knows very wel. 
that you are us poor as fob: after what I have told 
her. ſhe cannot be ignorant of your cheumſtances. 
Put don't give yourſelf any trouble about the matter; 
Jana man tertile in expedicats. { know an old 
rogue of a lawyer who takes pleaſure in lending his 
money at ten per cent. You ſhall make an athon- 
ment, with ſecurity to wb before a notary, of the 
ft year of your r penſion for the like ſum, which you 


- 
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ſhall acknowledge to have received from him, and 
which you will touch in effect, the intereſt inclu led. 
With regard to the ſecurity, the lender will be cor- 
tented with your caſtle of Chinchilla, ſuch as it is; 
lo that we {hall have no diſpute upon that ſcore,” 
The captain proteited that he would accept of the 
conditions, if he ſhould be lucky enough to have any 
| ſhare in the favours which were to be diſtributed next 
day. And he was not dilappointed ; being gratifed 
with a penſion of three hundred viſtoles on a certain g- 
vernment. As ſoon as he underſtood this piece of 
news, he gave all the ſecurity that was demanded, 


tranlacted his little affairs, and returned to New 


Caſtile with {ome piſtoles in his pocket. 
III. 
Gil Blas meets his dear Friend Fabricius at Court ; their 
mutual Joy: they repair to a certain Place, where 
a curious Converſation happens belween them. 


Contracted a cuitom of going every morning to 


court, where I commonly ſpent two or three hours 
in ſeeing the grandees pals and repaſs, though they 


appeared there without that ſplendour which ſur- 


rounds them in other places. 


One day, as I walked to and fro, and {rutted thron gh 


the apartments, making, like many others, a fooliſh 
figure enough, I perceived Fabricius, whom J had left 


at Valladolid in the ſervice of an hoſpital director. 
What aitoniſhed me was, that he talked familiarly to 


the Duke of Medina Sidonia, and the Marquis of San- 
ta-Cruz. May, thele two noblemen ſeemed to liſten 
to him with plcaſnre, and he was as well dretled as a 
man of quality, * I am not miitaken!* ſaid I to my- 
ſelf. + Can this be the ſon of Barber Nunnez! Per- 
haps it is ſome young courtier who reſembles hun,” 
I did not long remain in doubt: the noblemen went 
away, and LI accoſted Fabricius. He knew me at firit 
tight; and, after having made me {queeze through 
the crowd with him, to get out of the apartments, 
My dear Gil Blas, ſaid he, embracing me, © I am 
rejoices to lee you again! How art thou employed at 
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Madrid? art thon till in ſervice, or halt thou ſome 
poſt at court? Give me an account of all that has 
happened to thee ſince thy precipitate retreat from 
Valladolid.” * You aſk me a great many queſtions at 


once, {laid I 3 © and we are not now in a proper place 


to relate adventures.“ Thou art in the right,“ he 
replied ; © we ſhall be more at liberty in my lodgings. 
Come, I will ſhew you the way; it is not far from 
hence. I am quite my own maſter, agreeably lodged, 
perfectly ealy in my circumſtances. I am contented 
with my ſituation, and happy becaule I think myſelf 
{o.” | | 

I accepted the propoſal, and followed Fabricius, 
who {topped before a very fine houſe, where he told 
me he lodged, We crolled a court, where, on one 
fide, there was a great ſtair- caſe that led to very ſu- 
perb apartments; and, on the other, a {mall flight, 
equally daik and narrow, by which we aſcended to the 


lodging he had to much extolled. It conſiſted of one 
room only, which my ingenious friend had divided 


into four by thin deal boards. The firit ſerved as an 
ante-chamber to the ſecond, where he lay ; he had 
made a cloſet of the third, and a kitchen of the laſt, 
The chamber and ante- chamber were lined with maps, 
and theſes of philoſophy ; and the furniture was ſuit= 
able to this kind of hanging; conſiſting of a large 
brocade bed, very much worn ; old chairs, covered with 
yellow ſerge, garniſhed with a fringe of Granada ſilk 
of the fame colour; a table with gilt feet, covered with 
leather that ſeemed to be once red, and bordered with 
a tinſel fringe, become black by the lapſe of time; with 
an ebony cupboard, adorned with figures coarſely car- 
ved. He had, inſtead of a bureau, in his cloſet, a lit- 
tle table; and his library was compoſed of tome books, 


with ſeveral bundles of paper lying on ſhelves, placed 


above one another, along the wall. His kitchen, which 
was contorinable to the reſt, contained ſome earthen- 
ware, and other neceſſary utenſils. | 
Fabricius, after having given me time to conſider 
his apartment, laid— What doſt thou think of my 
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lodging and economy; an't thou enchanted with 
them ?'—* Yes, faith.” I replied, ſmiling; * I am jo. 
Thou muſt have certainly played thy cards well at 
Madrid, to be fo well turniſhed. Thou doubtleis en- 
Joyelt tone poſt.“ Heaven forbid replied he; * the 
buſineſs I follow is above all employments whatever, 
A man of faſhion, to whom this houſe belongs, gave 
me a room, which I have divided into four, and tur- 
niſhed, as thou ſeeſt. I meddle with nothing but 
what gives me pleaſure, and feel not the cravings of 
neceſſity. Pray be more explicit,” ſaid J, inter- 
rupting him; © you irritate the defire I have of know- 
ing what you do.“ Well, faid he, © thou ſhalt be 
ſatisfied, I am turned author, and have commenced 
wit; I write in verſe as well as in proſe, and am 
equally good at every thing.” 
© Thou a favourite of Apollo!“ cried I, laughing. 
© This is what IJ never could have divined. I ſhould 
have been much leis tarprized to have tound thee in a 
quite contrary ſituation. What charms couldſt thou 
find in the condition of a poet? Methinks thoſe people 
are commonly deſpiſed in civil life, and are far from 
having an eſtabliſhed ordinary.“ O het cried he, 
in bis turn; thou talkeſt of thoſe miſcrable authors, 
whole works are the refuſe of libraries and players. 
Is it to be wondered at, that fuch writers are not 
eſteemed? But good authors, my friend, are on a bet- 
ter footing in the world; and I may ſay, without va- 
nity, that I am one of that number.“ * I don't at all 
doubt it,” {aid I; thou art a young fellow of excel- 
lent genius: that which is compoſed by thee cannot 
be bad. All that I am at a lols to know is, how thou 
wait firſt ſeized with tie rage of rhyme,” | 
© Thy ſurprize s juſt,* replied Nunnez. I was fo 
well latisfied with my ſituation while in the ſervice of 
Don Manucl Ordonnez, that I did not lo much as with 
for any other. But my genius riing by degrees, like 
that of Plautus, above ſervitude, I compoicd a co- 
medy, which was acted by the company at Valladolid, 
Although it was not worth a hg, it met with great 
| 3 ky 
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ſucceſs ; from whence J concluded, that the public 
was a good milch cow, which eaſily parted with its 
ſtore. This reflection joined to the furious defire of 
compoling new pieces, detached me from the hoſpital. 
The love of poetry baniſhed my paſſion for riches ; 
and reſolving to repair to Madrid, as the centre of 
wit, in order to form my taſte, TI demanded my dil- 
miſſion from the director, who did not grant it with- 
out regret, ſo much affection had he conceived for me. 
Fabricius,“ ſaid he, © haſt thou any cauſe to be diſ- 
ſatisfied ?“ No, Sir,“ I replied; “ you are the 
belt of maſters, and I am penetrated with your gene- 
roſity. But, you know, one muſt follow his deſtiny. 
I find I am horn to eternalize my name by works of 
genius.“ „What folly poſſeſſes thee ?** reſumed the 
good citizen; „ thou haſt already taken root in the 
holpital, and art of that kind of wood of which ſtew- 
ards and even directors are made. Thou art going 
to leave what is ſolid, in order totemploy thyſelf in 
trifles ; and thou wilt ſoon repent of thy imprudence, 
my child.” | 
The director, ſeeing that he oppoſed my deſign to 
no purpole, paid my wages, and over and above, made 
me a preſent of fifty ducats, as a recompence for my 
faithful ſervices : ſo that with this, and what I found 
means to plean in the little commiſſions that were en- 
truſted to my integrity, I was in a condition, on my 
arrival at Madrid, to appear in a very handiome man- 
ner. This I failed not to do; though the writers of 
our nation don't much pique themſelves cn their neat 
appearance, I ſoon became acquainted with Lope de 
Vega,“ Miguel Cervantes de Saavedra, and other 
famous authors; but, in preference to theſe great men, 
I choſe for my preceptor a young bachelor of Cordo- 
va, the incomparable Don Lewis de Gongora, the 


fineſt genius that ever Spain produced. He will not 


allow his works to be printed in his life-time, but 


_ © A celebrated dramatic poet, as much admired by the Span'ards “ 
Shakeſpeare is by the Engliſh He is ſaid to have compoſed eightger. 
bundred pieces for the gage, in verſe, beſides many other works. 

| + The tenowned author of Don Quixote, 
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contents himſeif with reading them to his friends; 
and, what is very remarkable, Nature has end ued him 
with the rare talent of ſucceeding in all kinds of 
poetry. He chiefly excels in ſatire, which, indeed, is 
his main ſtrength. He is not (like Lucilius) a muddy 
river, that ſweeps along with it abundance of ſlime ; 
but rather the Tagus, that rolls over golden ſands its 
limpid ſtream. Thou draweſt,' ſaid I to Fabricius, 
an agreeable picture of this ſame bachelor; and I 
don't doubt that a perſon of ſuch merit has a great 
number of envious enemies. All our authors,” he 
replied, * good as well as bad, inveigh bitterly againſt 
him. „He delights," ſays one, “ in bombaſt, points, 
metaphors, and tranſpoſition.”* © His verſes,”” faith 
another, 44 ate as obſcure as thoſe which the Salian 
prieſts ſang in their proceſſions, and which nobody un- 
derſtood.” Others again find fault with his compo- 
ing ſometimes ſonnets or romances, ſometimes come- 
dies, ſtanzas, and acroſtics ; as it he had fooliſhly un- 
dertaken to eclipſe all the great maſters in their own 
different ways. But all theſe efforts of jealouſy are 

| baffled by a mule that is cheriſhed by all ranks of peo- 
ple, from the higheſt to the loweſt, | | 
© It was under this ſkilful maſter that I ſerved my 
apprenticeſhip; and I dare fay it has appeared: for I 
have ſo happily imbibed his genius, that I have al- 
ready compoſed tome detached pieces which he would 
not biuſh to father. I opened my ware (according to 
his example) in the houſes of the great, where I am 
wonderfully well received, and have to do with people 
who are not difficult to pleaſe. *Tis true, indeed, my 
Htucceisful beginning has been of no diſſervice to my 
after compoſitions. In ſhort, I am beloved by ſeveral 
noblemen, and in particular, live with the Duke de 
Medina Sidonia, as Horace once lived with Mzcenas, 
You fee, added Fabricius, „in what manner I was 
metamorphoſed into an author. I have nothing elle to 
relate; ſo that it is now thy turn, Gil Blas, to re- 
hearſe thy exploits. 8 
opened accordingly; and ſuppreſſing every trivial 
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circumſtance, gave him the detail he deſired: after 
which, it being dinner- time, he took out of his ebony 
cupboard a couple of napkins, {ome bread, the remains 
of a ſhoulder of roaſt mutton, a bottle of excellent wine, 
and we fat down at the table with all the gaiety of two 
friends, who meet after a long ſeparation. * Thou 
ſeeſt, ſaid he, my free and independent life. I might, 
it 1 would, go and dine every day with people of 
quality; but, beſides that the poetic inclination keeps 
me oftentimes at home, I am a fort of Ariſtippus; 
and can equally accommodate myſelf to company and 
ſolitude, to affluence and frugality.“ We hked the 
wine ſo well, that there was a- neceſſity ot taking 
another from the ſtore; and, towards the end of the 


repaſt, I expreſſed a deſire of ſeeing fome of his pro- 


ducizons, He immediately ſearched among his papers 
for a ſonnet, which he read aloud with great empha=- 
tis. Nevertheleſs, in ſpite of the charms of his read- 
ing, I found the performance ſo obſcure, that J could 
not comprehend the mezning of one {yllable. Per- 


ceiving my ignorance—* This ſonnet,” ſaid he, © does 


not ſeem veiy clear to thy apprehention ; is it not ſo??? 


I owned to him that I cowid have wiſhed it had been 
more plain. Upon which he tell a laugaing at my ex- 
pence. If this ſonnet,” he reſumed, is not intelli- 
gible, ſo much the better. The natural and ſimple 
won't do for tonnets, odes, and other works that require 
the ſublime. The ſole merit of theſe is in taeir obſcu- 
rity; and it is ſufficient if the poet himſelf thinks he un- 
deftands them. —“ You joke, friend !* ſaid J, inter- 
rupting him; © gocd ſenſe and perſpicuity ought to be 
ingredients in poetry of all kinds whatever; and it the 
incomparable Gongora writes not more plainly than 
thou doit, I contets my opinion of him imks apace. 
He mult be a poet who can deceive no other age than 
his own. Let us now have a ſpecimen ot thy proſe.“ 
Hereupon, Nunnez produced a pretace, which (he law!) 
he intended to prefix to a collection oft comedies that 
he had then in the preſs; and, baving read it, aixed 
my opinion. I am,” ſaid I, no better plealed with; 
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thy proſe than with thy poetry. Thy ſonnet is a piece 
of verbole fuſtian; and thy preface is compoſed of far- 
fetched expreſſions, words that have not the public 
ſtamp, perplexed phraſes; in a word, thy ſtyle is 
quite peculiar to thyſelf ; and the books of our beſt au- 
thors, ancient as well as modern, are written in a quite 
different manner.*—* Poor Ignoramus!' cried Fabri- 
cius : © thou doſt not know, then, that every proſaic 
writer who now aſpires at the reputation of a delicate 
pen, affects that ſingularity of ſtyle, and thoſe odd ex- 
preſſions, which ſhock thee ſo much. There are of us 
five or fix bold innovators, who have undertaken to 
make a thorough change in the language; and we will 
accompliſh it (pleaſe God !) in ſpite of Lope de Vega, 
Cervantes, and all the fine genuiſes who cavil at our 
new modes of ſpeech. We are ſeccnded by a number 
of partiſans of diſtinction, and have even ſome theolo- 
£1ans in our cabal, 1 | 

Alter all, added he, our deſign is commendable 


and, prejudice apart, we are more valuable than thoſe 
natural writers who ſpeak like the common run of 
mankind. I don't know for what reaſon they are eſ- 


teemed by ſo many perſons of honour. Their manner 
was proper enough at Athens or Rome, where there 
was no diſtinction in point of ſpeaking ; ſo that So- 
crates ſaid to Alcibiades, the people was an excellent 
ſchoolmaſter; but at Madrid, we have both a good 
and a bad language, and our courtiers express them- 


ſelves quite otherwiſe than our citizens, believe me. 


In ſhort, our new ſtyle overtops that of our antagoniſts. 
I will, by one example, make thee perceive the diffe- 
rence between the gentility of our diction, and the flat- 
neſs of theirs. They would ſay, quite plainly, for in- 
ſtance—** Interludes embelliſh a comedy: while we, 
with more ſpirit, would pronounce “ Interludes create 


beauty in a comedy. Take notice of that; create 


beauty. Poſt thou perceive all the brilliancy, all the 
delicacy, all the prettineſs, of the exprethion ?” 

I interrupted my innovator with a loud laugh. Go, 
Fabricius,“ ſaid I, though art quite an original with 
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this thy precious language.—* And thou, anſwered 
he, art no better than a beaſt, with thy natural ſtyle, 
* Go,? ſaid he, repeating the words of the Archbiſhop 
of Granada; go and tell my treaſurer to give you an 
hundred ducats; and heaven direct you with the ſum! 
Adieu, Mr. Gil Blas; I wiſh youa great deal of good 
tortune, with a little more taſte!“ 

I redoubled my mirth at this ſally: and Fabricius, 
forgiving we for having ſpoke ſo irreverently of his 
writings, loſt nothing of his good humour, We fi- 
niſhed our ſecond bottle; and, getting up from table in 
a pretty good trim, went out with a deſign to walk in 
the Prado: but, paſſing by the door of a tavern, we 
took it in our heads to go in. 

This place was uſually frequented by good company; 
and I oblerved in two ſeparate halis, a great many ca- 
valiers, amuling themſelves with different diverſions. 
In one, they played at drafts and primero and, in the 
other, ten or twelve perſons were liſtening very atten- 
tively to a diſpute between two profeſſed wits, We had 
no occaſion to go near them, in order to learn that a 
metaphyſical propoſition was the ſubject of their diſ- 
pute : for they talked with ſuch warmth and tranſport, 
they looked like people poſſeſſed. I imagine, if Elea- 
zar's ring“ had been put under their noſes, we ſhould 
have lecn devils iſſue with their breath. Good God!' 
ſaid I to my companion, * what paſſion ! what lungs ! 
Theſe diſputants were certainly born to be public 
criers. The greateſt part of mankind are miſplaced.” 
Ves truly,” he replied ; © theſe people ſeem to be of 
the race of Novius, that Roman banker, whoſe voice 


* Eleazar was a famous magician, who caft out devils, by affixing to 
the noſe of he poſſeſſed a certain myſtical ring, which the demon 1:9 

ſooner ſmelled, than he abandoned the patient In pertorn:ng before the 
Emperor Veſpaſian, e commanded the devil to overſet a pitcher of wa— 
ter, which the demon immediately complied with, to the altonilhiment of 
the ſpectators. 


I Novius, from being a ſlave, came to be a rich citizen of Rome, an! 
turned uſurer; which infamy Horace has. perpetuated, and has allo in! 
Mortalized the loudneſs ot his voice, in the faxth Satire of his fit bes 
At hic ji plaujira ducenta | 
Concurrantgue foro tria funera magna ſonabit, 
Coryua quod, vincatque tubass 
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exceeded the noiſe of carmen. But, added he, © what 
gives me the greateſt diſguſt at their diſcourſe is, that 
our ears are ſtunned to no purpoſe.“ We removed at a 
diftance from thoſe vociterous metaphy ſicians, and by 
that expedient I prevented a violent head-acne which 
had begun to feize me | 

We went and fat down in the corner of the other 
hall, whence, while we drank refreſhing liquors, we 
examined the cavaliers as they came in and went out. 
As Nunnez knew almoſt all of them“ Egad!* cried 
he, the diſpute of our philoſophers won't be ſoon 
over: here are treſh ceinforcements arriving; thele three 
men will engage in the fray. But ſeeſt thou thoſe two 
originals going out ? That little, ſwarthy, withered 
creature, whole lank ſtraight hair falls down in equal 
portions before and behind, is called Don Julien de 
Velianunno, and is a young judge who affects the beau. 
One of my friends and I going to dine with him t'other 
day, ſurpiited him in a pretty ſingular occupation. He 

was diverting himtelf in his cloſet, by throwing away 
the writings of a proceſs of which he is to wake a re- 
port, and making a greyhound bring them back again 
to him, while the dog tore them to pieces very hand- 
ſomely. The name of that licentiate with the copper 
noſe, who accompanies him, is Don Cherubin Tonto, 
a canon of the church of Toledo, the weakeſt mortal 
in the world; though by bis ſprightly ſmiling air, you 
would imagine he had a great deal of wit. He has 
bright iparkling eyes, with an arch malicious ſneer : 

fo that one would be apt to think him a wag. When 
he hears a delicate performance read, he liſtens with 
ſuch attention as ſeems full of underſtanding, and all 
the while comprehends nothing at all of the mat- 
ter. He dined with us at the judge's houſe, where an 
infinite number of witty thipgs were ſaid ; but he 
ſpoke never a word, though he applauded them with 
grimaces and geſtures that ſeemed even ſuperior to the 
allies that were uttered.“ 

& Doſt thou know,“ ſaid I to Nunnez, © thoſe two 
ſhabby fellows who, with their elbows on the table, fit 
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in a corner, and converſe together in whiſpers ?*—No?, 
ſaid he, their faces are quite unknown to me; but in 
all likelihood they are cofftee-houle politicians who cen- 
ſure the government. Mark that genteel cavalier, who 
whiſtles as he walks through the hall, and ſupports 
himſelf ſometimes on one foot, ſometimes on another; 
that is Don Auguſtin Moreto, a young poet, who was 
born with ſome genuis, but flatterers and ignorant 
people have almoſt turned his brain. The man whom 
he accoſts 1s one of his contederates, who is allo 
moon-ſtruck, and rhymes in proſe. 

More authors full!” cried he, ſhewing me two well. 
dreſſed men coming in; one would think they had 
made a rendezvous here, to paſs in review before thee, 
Theſe are, Don Bernard Deſſenguado, and Don Se- 
baſtian de Villa Vicioſa, The firſt is a genus tull of 
gall, an author born under the planet Saturn, a ma- 
licious mortal, whole pleaſure conſiſts in hating all the 
world, and is himſelf beloved by nobody. As for Don 
Sebaſtian, he is a young fellow of candour, who will 
let nothing lie upon his conſcience; he lately brought 
2 pertormance on the ſtage, which had an extraordinary 
run; and now he has printed it, that he may no longer 
abule the eſteem of the public.” 


The charitable pupil of Gongora was going on in 
explaining the figures of this picture, which ſhifted fo 
often to the view, when a gentleman belonging to the 


Duke de Medina Sidonia came and interrupted him, 
ſaying—* Signior Don Fabricio, I was looking tor you, 


in order to let you know that his grace would ſpeak with 


you immediately at his own houſe.* Nunnez, who 
knew that a grandee's wiſhes cannot be too ſoon ſatis - 
fed, quitted me in a trice, to go and wait upon his 
Mæcenas; While I remained very much aſtoniſhed to 
hear him honoured with the appellation of Don, and {ze 
him thus become noble in deſpite of his hre, Malte: 
Chryſoſtom the barber, | | | 
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| | CHAT, XIV. 
Fabricius introduces Gil Blas to the Serwice of Count 
| Galliano, a Sicilian Nobleman. 

I Was ſo deſirous of ſeeing Fabricius again, that J vi- 
1 fited him early next morving. * Good morrow !* 
ſaid I, when I entered, „Signor Don Fabricio, the 
flower, or 15ther glow-worm, of the Aſturian nobility !* 
At theſe words he laughed heartily. © Thou haſt ob- 
ſerved, then," cried he, that J am dubbed a Don?“ 
Ves, Mr. Gentleman,? I replied 3 © and, give me 
leave to tell you, that when you recounted your meta— 


morphoſis yeſterday, you forgot the beſt part of it.“ 


© I did to,” anſwered he; but truly, if I have aſ- 
ſumed that honourable title, it was not ſo much with a 
view to gratily my own vanity, as to accommodate 
my ſelf to that of others. Thou knowelt .the humour 
of the Spaniards : they make no account of an honeſt 
man, if he has the misfortune to be both poor and 


mean born, I muſt tell thee too, that I ſee ſo many 


people call themſelves Don Franciſco, Don Pedro, or 
Don What-you-will, that it there is no cheat in the 


caſe, thou wilt allow nobility to be a very common 


thing; and agree, that a plebian of merit honours it 
by his aſſociation. But let us change the ſubject,” ad- 


ded he. Laſt night I ſupped at the Duke de Medina 


Sidonia's 3 where, amongſt other gueſts, was Count 
Galiano, a Sicilian nobleman of the firſt rank; and 
the converſation turning on the ridiculous effects of 
ſelf-love, I, charmed that I bad it in my power to en- 
tertain the company on that ſubject, regaled them with 
the ſtory of the homilies. Thou mayeſt well imagine 
they laughed heartily, and cenſured the archbiſhop as 
he deſerved. This produced no bad effect tor thee, 
for thou waſt pitied by every body; and Count Ga- 
liano, after having aſked a good many queſtions con- 
cerning thee, to which thou mayeſt believe I made ſui- 
table anſwers, deſired me to bring thee to his houſe. 
J was juſt now going in quelt of thee, to conduct thee 
thither. I ſuppoſe he intends to offer thee the place 
VoL, II. 8 
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205 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 


of one of his ſecretaries; and I adviſe thee to accept of 
it. The Count is rich, and ſpends like an ambaſſador 


at Madrid: he is come to court, it is laid, to conter 
with the Duke of Lerma, about the crown demeſnes 
which that miniſter deſigns to alienate in Sicily, In 
ſhort, Count Galiano, though a Sicilian, ſeems to "> 
generous, juſt, and open; and thou canſt not do bette 
than attach thylelf to him; he is the man, in al wag 
bability, who 1s deſtined to enrich thee, according to 
what was foretold in thy behalf at Granada.“ 


J had ow ed,” ſaid I to Nunnez, to live at large 


a little, and enjoy my felf a good while, before I hou! d 
go to lervice again; but thou ſpeakett to me of this 
Sicitian Count in fiich a manner, as induces me to 
change my reſolution, and even to with I was already 
in his family.'—* Thou mayeſt loon be there, he re- 
plied, or I am much miſtaken.* At the ſame time 
we went out together to the Count, who lodged in the 
houſe of his friend Don Sancho d' Avila, then, | in the 


count 


We found in the court a great number of pages and 
foot men, cloathed in a livery ; equally rick and gay; and 
in the ante- chamber ſeveral uſhers, gentlemen, and other 
officers, all magnificently dreſſed; but withal fo ugly, 
that they looked like a company of apes in Spaniſh 
garh. There are figures, both of men and women, on 
which all art 1s thrown away, 

Don Fabricius having ſent in his name, was imrne- 
diately introduced into a room, whither I tollowed him, 
and found the Count in his morning gown, fitting on a 
ſopha, and drinking chocolate. We ſaluted him with 

all the demonſtrations of the moſt profound retpect 
and he honoured us with an inclination of the head, ac- 


companied by ſuch a gracious ſmile, as at once gained 


my heart. A wonderful effect, though an ordinary one, 
which a favourable reception from the great produces 
in our 3 They muſt receive us very ill indeed, 
before we be diſguſted at their behaviour. 

Having crank his chocolate, he amuſed himſelf ſome 
time in playing with a large baboon that fat by him, 


1 Pc Wo . „ by by 
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and was called Cupid. I dort know for what reaſon 
the name of that god was beſtowed on this animal, un- 
leſs it was becauſe it had all his malice ; for it reſern 
bled him in nothing elſe. Such as it was, however, it 
did not fail to give vaſt delight to its maſter, who was 
ſo much charmed with its merry tricks, that he hugged 


it inceſſantly in his arms. Though Nunnez and I were. 
not much diverted with the gambols of this beaſt, we 


feizned ourſelves enchanted with its performances 
which pleaſed the Sicilian ſo much, that he ſuſpended 
the pleaſure he enjoyed in this paſtime, to tell me— 


Friend, you have it in your option to be one of my | 


ſecretaries: if you like the place, I will give you two 
hundred piſtoles a year, without any other recommen- 
dation than that of Don Fabricio.* * My lord, 


rage enough to anſwer for one of his friends, whom he 
ſent to the tyrant Dionyſins. I am not afraid of 
bringing reproaches upon wait by vouebing for my 
friend.“ 

1 thanked the Aſturian poet with a low bow, for his 
obliging confidence; then, addreſſing myſelf to my pa- 
tron, allured him of my zeal and fidelity. 
nobleman no ſooner perceived that I reliſhed his pro- 
poſal, than heordercd his ſteward to be called; to whom, 
having communicated ſomething in a whiſper, he ſaid, 
© Gil Blas, I will tell you preſently what is to be the 
nature of your employment; meanwhile you may fol- 
low my ſteward, who has received orders concerning 
vou. 1 accordingly obeyed, leaving Fabricio with 
the Count and Cupid, 

The ſteward, who was a moſt ſuhtle Meſſineſe, con- 
ducted me to his apartment, where he loaded me wit 


civilities; and ſending for the taylor, who had equipped 


the te tamily, ordered him to make for me, with 

all diſpatch, a ſuit of cloaths, of the ſame magnificence 
as thole of the principal officers, The taylor, having 
taken meaſure of me, and retired —* As for your lodg- 
ing, laid the Mellineſe, * I know a chamber that will 
exactly fit | yous But have you breakfaſted ?? added he. 
8 2 


cried 
Nunnez, I am bolder than Plato, who had not cou- 
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208 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 
When I aniwered in the negative—* Ah! poor lad!“ 
ſaid he, why did not you ſpeak ? Come, I will ſhew 
you to a place, where, thank Heaven, you may have 


what you will for the alking.” 


So ſaying, he carried me down to the buttery, where 
we found the butler, a true Neapolitan, every whit as 
cunning as the Meſſenian. It might he ſaid of him and 
the Reward, * Theſe two make a pair.“ This honet 
butler, with five or fix of his friends, were cramming 
themſelves with ham, cqld tongue, and other reliſhing 
bits, which obliged them to redouble their draughts. 
We joined theſe hearty cocks, and aſſiſted them in their 
attacks upon the Count's beſt wines. While this ſcene 
paſſed in the buttery, another ſuch was acted in the 
kitchen; the cook alſo treated three or four tradet- 
men of his acquaintance, who filled their bellies with 
rabbit and partridge pies. The very ſcullions en- 
joyed themſelves on what they could pilfer; fo that I 
thought mylelt in a houſe abandoned to pillage. Yet 

theſe were but trifles, in compariſon to what I did 


not lee, 
CHAP. XV. 
Count Galiano e Gil Blas with an Employment i in 
* his Houſe. 


| Went to fetch my baggage to my new habitation; 


and, when I returned, the Count was at dinner with 
ſeveral noblemen, and the poet Nunnez, who called for 
what he wanted with an eaſy air, and mingled in the 
converſation, Nay, I oblerved that every word he 
ſpoke afforded pleaſure to the company. What a fine 
thing is genuis! A man of wit can eaſily turn himſelf 
into all ſhapes. 

I dined with the officers, who were treated pretty 
much in the ſame manner as our patron ; and, in the 
afternoon, retired to my chamber, where I began to 


reflect on my condition. 


Well, Gil Blas,” ſaid J to myſelf, « thou art now 
in the ſervice of a Sicilian count, with whole real cha- 
racter thou art utterly unacquainted, If we may 


judge by appearances, thou wilt be in this family like 
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a fiſh in. the water; but we muit ſwear to nothing: and 
thou onghtelt to diſtruſt thy fate, the malignity of 
which thou haſt but too often experienced. Beüdes, 
thon doit not know for what employment thou art re- 
tainet : hekas already two fecretaries and a ſteward; 
what ſervice then does he expect from thee? It looks 
as if he intends to make thee his Mercury, in good 
time! one cannot be on a better tooting with a noble- 
man, in order to make his way to a good polt. He 
who limits himſelf to honourable ſervices only, moves 
lowly, ſtep by ſtep, and ſeldom gains his point at 
laſt. | | 
While I was engroſſed by theſe fine reflections, a lac- 
quey came to teli me, that all the company who had 
dined at our houſe were gone home, and that the Count 
wanted to {peak with me. 1 flew inftantly to his 
apartment, where I found him lying on bis couch, 
ready to take his afternoon's nap, wich his. baboon, 
which always bore him wo £3 
Cone hither, Gil Blas," ſaid he; © take a chair, 
and litten to what 1 am going to {ay.* I obeyed his 
orders, and he {poke to me in theſe terms: Don Fa- 
bricto has told me, that, among other good qualities 
you pollels that of attaching vourſelt to your matters; ; 
nd that you are a young man of incorruptible integ- 
rity. JT hete two qu: ede ddetermined me to he 
you imo my fervice; tor J have great occaſion tor an 
affectionate domeſtic, who wil elpouſe my interett, and 
employ his whole attention in hulbanding my eſtate. I 
am rich, it is true; but my yeaily expence greatly ex- 
ceeds my income. The reaivn is plain; I ain plun- 
dered by my ſervants, and live iu my own houle as if 
I was in a tore among robbers, I iutpectt my butler 
and ſteward of having a tellow-tecling the one with the 
other; and this is more than enough to ruin me trom 
top 10 bottom. You will lay, if I have rcaton to 
think them rogues, why don't I turn them away? But 
where ſhall I find others made of a different kind of 
ſtuff? I will be ſatisfied with having them both ob- 
ſerved by a man who al avg a right to inſpect their 
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210 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 

conduct: and ycu are the perſon whom I have choſen 
for that commiſſion ; of which, if you acquit yourſelt 
well, be aſſured that you ſhal] not ſerve an ungratetu; 
maſter, for I will take care to procure for you a very 
advantageous ſettlement in Sicily.“ 

Having ſpoke thus, he diſmiſſed me; and that very 
evening, in preſence of all his domeſtics, J was pro- 
claimed ſuperintendant of the family. This did not 
give the Meſſineſe and Neapolitan great mortification 
at firit, becauſe they looked upon me as a jolly compa. 
nion, of a good com poſition; and concluded, that by 
giving me a ſhare of the ſpoil, they ſhould be allowed 
to go on in their own courte, | 75 

But they looked very ſilly next day, when I declared 
to them, that I was an enemy to all miſdemeanour. [ 
demanded of the butler an account of the proviſions ; 
I viſited the cellar, and took an inventory of every 
thing he had in his charge; I mean, table. linen and 
plate. I then exhorted them to be laving of our pa- 
tron's wealth; to lay out with economy; and ended my 
advice, by proteſting to them, that I would inform that 
nobleman of everything that I ſhould obſerve amils in 
his houſe. I did not ſtop here: reſolving to have a 
{py, who might diſcover it there was any ſiniſter intelli- 
gence between them, 1 caſt my eyes on a ſcullion ; 
who, being won by my promiſes, aſſured me that I 
could not have applied to a more proper perſon to get 

notice of every thing that happened in the houſe; that 
the butler and ſteward were in a confederacy, and burut 
the candle at both ends; that they daily ſecreted one 
half of the proviſion that was bought for the family; 
that the Neapolitan took care of a lady who lived oppo- 

ſite to the college of St. Thomas, and that the Meſſe- 
nian entertained another at the Sungate: that theſe two. 
gentlemen ſent all ſorts of proviſions to their nymphs 
every morning: that the cook alſo diſpatched ſa- 
voury meſſes to a widow of his acquaintance in the 
neighbourhood ; and that, in conſideration of his ſer- 
vices to the other two, to whom he was entirely de- 
voted, he dilpoſed, as they did, of the wines in the 


— 


. „ 5 


ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS, 211 
cellar: in ſhort, that theſe three domeſtics occaſioned a 
moſt horrible expence in the Count's houſe. © If you 
doubt my report,” added the ſcullion, * take the trou- 
ble of going to-morrow morning, about ſeven o'clock, 
to the coliege of St. Thomas, and you ſhall ſee me 
loaded with a baſket, which will change your doubts 
into certainty',——* So,? ſaid I to him, © thou art agent 
to thele gallant purveyors ? J am, he replied, em- 
ployed by the butler, and one of my comrades acts for 
the fieward.” _ . 85 
I had the curioſity to repair next morning, at the 
appointed hour, to the college of St. Thomas, where I 
did not wait long for my ſpy, whom I ſaw coming 
alovg with a huge baiket filled with butchers meat, 
poultry, and veniion, I took an inventory of the par- 
ticulars, of which I formed in my pocket- book a thort 
verbal proceſs, that I went and ſhewed to my matter, 
after having told the trencher-{craper that he might 
execute his commiſſion as uſual. _ | 
The Sicilian nobleman, who was naturally paſſion- 
ate, reſolved in his firſt tranſport to turn away the Nea- 
politan and Meſſenian; but after having reflected more 
coolly, contented himieit with ditmiſling the laſt, to 
whole place I lucceeded ; ſo that my office of ſuperin- 
tendant was ſuppreſſed ſoon after its creation; and trul 
I was not ſorry tor it; tor it was, properly ſpeaking, 
no other than the honourable employment of a {py, and 
a poſt which had nothing ſubſtantial in it; whereas, by 
being made ſteward, I became maſter of the ſtrong box, 
and that is every thing. The fteward always poſſeſſes 
the firſt rank among the domeſtics of a great tamily ; 
and there are ſo many ſmall per quiſites attached to his 
adininiſtration, that he may grow rich, even though he 
be an honeſt man, „ | | | 
My Neapolitan, whoſe budget was not yet exhauſted, 
obſerving my brutal zeal, that I got up every worning 
to ſee and keep an account of what victuals were 
bought, no longer ſecreted a part, but the raical con- 
tinued to purchalethe ſame quantity as before. By this 
ſtratagem increaſing the profit he drew from the retuſe 


— 


rr r 
EET HEE — ü - 


— _ 
— 
— 


8 — 


212 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 
of the table, which was his perquiſite, he found himſelt 
in a condition to treat his charmer at leaſt with dre ed 
v;ciuals, if he could not furniſh her with raw provitien. 
In ſhort, the devil loſt nothing by this reformation, and 
the Count was not a whit the better for having a phœ- 
nix of ſtewards in his ſervice. The ſuperabundance 
that I then perceived at every meal made me guels this 
new trick, which I immediately defeated, by retrench- 
ing what was juperfluous in every courſe. This I 
did, however, with tuck prudence, that the alteration 
could not be perceived: one would have thought that 
there was ſtill the ſame profuſion; and yet, by this 
economy, 1 confiderably dimmiſhed the expence. This 
was what my patron required; he wanted to retrench, 
without appearing leis magnificent; for his avarice was 
ſubordinate to his oſtentation. 

There was yet another abuſe to be reformed : L 
found the wine ran out apace : if, for example, twelve 
cavalicrs happened to dine with my waſter, they would 
exhauſt fifty, and jometimes five dozen of botties, 1 
was-altoniſhed at this waſte; and, not doubting that 
there muſt be ſome roguery in the caſe, contulted my 
oracle, that is, my-drudge, with whom I very ottea 
bad private conferences, and who made a faithful port 
of every thing that was laid or done in the kitchen, 
where he was not in the leaſt ſuſpected. He told ie, 
that the waſte of Which I complained, procceved from 
a new league between the butler, cook, and thote lac- 
quies who filled the wine, and who carried off all the 
bottles halt emptied, which were afterwards ſhared 
among the contederates. I ſpoke to the footmen on 
this {ubject, and threatened to turn them cut of doors, 
it ever they ſhou'd think proper to repeat this 3 . 
upon which they were reclauned. My maſter, whom I 
too k care to aqvertiſe of the moſt minute things witich 
] peciormed for his advantage, loaded me with praites; 
and I, in order to reward tne good lervices of tue cul 
lion, created hun cook's allittant. 

The Neapolitan was enraged to find me alway s on 
the catch with him; and was cruelly mortificd with the 
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checks which ht underwent whenever he preſented his 
accounts to me; for, that I might pare his nails the 
cloler, I took the trouble of going to market, to learn 
the price of meat, juſt before he went thither; and, as 
he attempted to impoſe upon me afterwards, gave him 
a vigorous repulſe. I was very well perſuaded, that 
he curſed me an hundered times a day; but the ſubject 
of his maledictions hindered me from dreading their 
force. I cannot imagine how he could bear my perfe- 
cutions, and remain in the ſervice of the Sicilian noble- 
man. Doubtleſs, in ſpite of all my endeavours, he 
found his account in per ſeverance. 4 
_ Fahiicio, whom I frequently ſaw, and to whom I re- 
counted all my hitherto unheard exploits, in quality of 
ſteward, was more diſpoſed to blame than applaud my 
conduct. God grant,” {aid he, one day, that thou 
mayeſt be recompenſed for all this difintereſtednets ; 
but, between thee and me, I believe it would not fare 
the worſe with thee, if thou waſt not quite ſo rough 
with the butler'.—* How!* anſwered I; *< ſhall that 
robber charge in his bill ten piſtoles for a fiſh that did 
not coſt four, and I paſs over that article ?? « Why 
not ?* he replied, coldly; let him give thee the half 
of the ſurplus, according to cuſtom. In good faith, 
my friend !* continued he, ſhaking his head, you are 
a mere ninny; and, in all appearance, will grow grey 
in ſervitude, ſince you neglect to flay the eel while it 
is in your hand. Take my word for it, Fortune re- 
ſembles thole briſk airy coquettes, who deſpiſe the gal- 
lant that ſtands upon ceremony.“ 

I only laughed at the diſcourſe of Nunnez; who 
laughed again in his turn, and would have perſuaded 
me that he had only ſpoke in jeit, being aſhamed of 
_ having given me bad counſel in vain. I continued firm 
in the reſolution of being always zcalous and faithful: 
I felt no inclination to be otherwiſe; and, I dare ſay, 
that in four months I ſaved to my matter, by my eco- 
nomy, three thouſand ducats at leaſt. | | 


* 
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HAF. XVI. 

An Accident happens to Count Galians's Baboon, avhich 
is the Cauje of great Aftiftion to that Nollemaik 
Gt Blas fails fuk: the Crnſequence 

5 of bis Piſtemper. 

A BOUT this time, the repoſe of the family was 

ſtrangely diſturbed by an accident which will fcem 
trifling to the reader, though it turned out a very ſe- 
rious matter to the ſervants, and eipecially to me. Cu- 
pid, the baboon of which J have made mention, that 
animal ſo beloved by our maſter, attempting one day 
to leap from one window to another, acquitted himſelf 
ſo ill in the performance, that he fell down into the 
court, and diſlocated his leg. The Count no ſooner 


_ underſtood this misfortune, than he utte ed ſuch pier- 
_cing cries, that they were heard all over the neigbbout- 


hood; and in the exceis of his grief, attacking all his 
ſervants without excepticn, he had well nivh made a 
clear houſe. His fury, however, was limited to curſing 
our negligence, and abuting us, without ſparing terms 


of reproach. He ſent immediately for thoſe ſurgeons 


who were moſt expert in fractures and diſlocated bones; 
and who, having viſited the patient's leg, reduce it. 
and applied bandages accordingly. But, though all of 
them aſſured him there was no danger, my maſter re- 
tained one of them in the houſe, to be always near tlie 


animal, until it was perfectly cured, 


I ſhould be to blame, if I paſſed over in ſilence the 
grief and anxiety which preyed upon the heart of the 
Sicilian nobleman during the whole time of the cure- 
Will it be believed, that all the day he did not fir 
from his dear Cupid! He was always preſent when it 
was dreſſed, and got cut of bed to vitit him two cr 
three times every night. But. the moſt troubleſome 
circumſtance of all was, that every domeſtic in the ta- 
mily, and I in particular, were always up, that wee 
night be at hand to be jent whereſoever it ſhouid be 
thought proper for the ſervice of this ape. In = word, 
we had no reſt in the houte, till ſuch time as this pla- 
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guy heaft, having recovered of his tall, betook bimſelf 
again to his uſual caperings and :umhlings. After this, 
can we retule to credit the report of Suetonius, when 
be fays, Caligula loved his horſe to ſuch a degree, that 
he beſtowed upon him a hauſe richly ſurnithed, with 
olfacers to ſerve him, and even deſigned to make him 
conſu!? My patron was no leſs charmed with his ba- 
boon, which he would willingly have created a corre- 
gidor, had it been in his power. 

An unlucky circumita; ce for me was, that T had ſur- 
paſſed ali the valets in demonttrations of concer n, that 
] might, in ſo doing, make my court to my matter; 
and underwent ſuch tatigue in behalf of Cupid, that I 
fell fick upon it, and was eized with ſuch a violent 
fever that ] loit my ſenſes, and know not how [ was 
managed for fifteen days, during which I was in a man- 
ner between life and death. This cnly I know, that 
my youth ſtruggled ſo ſuccefsfully againſt the fever, 
and perhaps againſt the remedics that were adminiſter- 
ed, that at length I recovered my underſtanding. The 
firſt uſe I made of it was, to perceive that I was nor 
in my own chamber; and wanting to know the rea- 
fon, I aiked jt of an old woman whoatrended me; but 
ſhe replied, that | muſt not (peak, for the phyſician had 
expressly forbid it. When we are in good health, we 
commoniy laugh at the doctor; but when we are lick, 
we calmly ſubmit to his s prelcription. 

I thought proper, therefore, to hold my tongue, how 
much ſotver I Jonged ro converſe with my nurte ; and 
was engaged in reflettions on this ſubject, when two 
ſpruce bsaus entered, dreſſed in velvet, with very fine 
ruffled linen. 1 imagined they were two noblemen, 
triends of my matter, who, out of conſideration fo: him, 
came to ſee me, On this ſuppoſition, I made aa effort 
to fit up, and ſhewed my reſpect by taking off my cap; 
but my nurie laid we all along again, and told me ihat 
theſe gentlemen were my phyhcian and apothecary. 

The doctor coming to my bed fide, te:t my pulſe, 
conſidered my countenance, and obſerving all the iymp— 
toins of an immediate cure, atlumed an air of triumph, 
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as if he had greatly contributed to it; ſaying, that 
there was nothing wanting to finiſh the work but a 
purge, after which he might boaſt of having perform. 
ed a fine cure. When he had ſpoke this, he made the 
apothecary write a preſcription z which, while he dic- 
tated, he viewed humſelf in a glaſs, adjuſted his per- 


riwig, and made ſuch grimaces, that I could not help 


laughing, in ſpite of my weakly condition. He then 
made a ſolemn bow, and went away, much more en- 
groſſed by his own figure, than by the medicines he 
had preſcribed. 


k 


Aiter his departure, the apothecary, who had not. 


come hither for nothing, prepared himſelf for doing 
ſomething which may be eaſily gueſſed; whether he 
was afraid that the old woman could not acquit herſelf 


with dexterity enough, or wanted to operate himſelt, - 


in order to enhance the value of his ware; but, with 
all his addreſs, I do not know how it happened, the 
operation was ſcarce performed, when I reſtored to the 
operator all that he had given me, and made his vel- 
vet ſuit in a fine pickle. He looked upon this accident 
as a misfortune annexed to pharmacy, and wiping him- 
{elf with a towel in ſilence, went away, reſolving to 
make me pay the ſcowerer, to whom he was certainiy 
obliged to fend his cloaths. 

He returned next morning more plainly dreſſed, 
though he had no riſk to run that day, in bringing the 
phyſic which the doctor had preſcribed the night be- 
fore; for I not only telt mylelf mending every mo- 
ment, but had ſuch an averſion, ſince the preceding 
day, to phyſicians and apothecaries, that I even curicd 
the univerſities where thoſe gentlemen receive the power 
of ſlaying men with impunity. | 

* this diſpoſition, I ſwore that I would take no 
more medicine, and wiſhed Hippocrates at the devil, 
with all his gang. The apothecary, who did not mind 
what became of his compoſition, provided he was paid 


for it, left it on the table, and retired, without ſpeak- 
ing a word. I ordered the villainous medicine to be 
thrown out at a window immediately, being fo much 
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prepoſſeſſed againit it, that I ſhould have thought my- 
{elt poiſoned had I ſwajlowed it. To this liroke of 
diſobedience I added another. I broke fiience ; and 
told my nurſe, in a peremptory tone, that I abſolutely 
inſiſted on knowing what was become of my matter, 


The old woman, who was apprebenſive of exciting in 


me a dangerous emotion, ſhould ſhe gratily my curio- 
ſity, or reſolving, perbaps, to irritate my diſtemper 
by her obſtinacy, made no anſwer; but I perhiited with 
ſo much paſſion, that ſhe replied at length—* Signior 
Cavalier, you are now your own maſter ; Count Ga- 
liano is gone back to Sicily.” 


I could not believe what I heard, and yet there was 
nothing more true. That nobleman, the very {econd 


day of my diſtemper, fearing that I ſhould die in his 
houſe, had the generoſity to order me to be tranſported, 
with my little effects, to a hired room, where he had 
abandoned me, without ceremony, to Providence and 
the care of a nurſe. In the interim, having received an 


order from court, obliging him to repals into Sicily, 


be ſet out with ſuch precipitation, that I was not tv 
much as thought of ; whether he already numbered me 
with the dead, or that people of quality are troubled 
with ſhort memories, | | 
My nurſe informed me of all this; and likewiſe al- 
fured me, it was ſhe who had called the phyſician and 
apothecary, that I might not periſh for want of aſſiſt- 
ance. This comfortable news threw me into a pro- 
found reverie. Adieu, my advantageous ſettlement in 
Sicily! My ſanguine hopes, tarewel ! When any great 
misfortune happens to you,” ſays a certain pope, 
examine yourſelf well; and you will always perceive 
that it was, in ſome meaſure, owing to your own fault.“ 
No diſparagement to this holy Father, I cannot fec how 
I contributed to my own milchance on this occaſion, 
When] found the flattering chimeras with which I 


had ſtuffed my imagination vaniſhed, the next thing 
that I concerned myſelf about was my portmanteau, 


which I ordered her to bring to my bed-ſide, that I 
might examine it. I ſighed, when I perceived it open, 
VoL. II, 5 © | 
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crying—* Ah, my dear portmanteau | my only conſo. 
lation! you have been, | fer, at the mercy of ſtrang- 
ers.“ No, no, Signior Gil Blas,” ſaid the old wo- 


man; * don't be uneaſy ; nothing is ſtolen from you.“ 


I have protected your box, as it it had been my own 
honour.? 

I round in it the ſuit of cloaths which 1 had when I 
came into the Count's ſervice, but I looked in vain for 
that which the Meſlenian had ordered to be made tor 
me. My maſter had not thought proper to leave it 
with me, or elſe ſomebody had made free with it during 
my delirium. All my other baggage remained, and 
even a great leathern purſe that contained my money, 
which I reckoned twice, as I could not, at firſt, be- 
lieve that there were but fifty piſtoles remaining of two 
hundred and ſixty that were in it before I fell ſick. 
6 What 1s the meaning of this, my good mother!“ ſai 
I to the nurſe; my finances arc terribly diminiſhed.“ 
£ And yet nobody, W myſelf, hath Wochen them,“ 
{aid the od woman; ; and I heve been as frugal as 


poſſible: but ficknels18 very expenſive 3 one is alway $ 


laying out. Here,” added the good mother, taking a 
packet of paper out of her pocket; here is an account 


of the expence, as juſt as tae current coin, Which wil 


ſhew that I have not employed a maravedi amiſs.” 

1 glanced over the bill, which contained fifteen or 
twenty pages. Mercy upon me! what a quantity of 
poultry had been bought wile J was out of my tenjes ! 
There was in broths only to the amount of twelve pil- 


toles at leaſt. The other articles were an{werable to 
this. It cannot be imagined how much was laid out 


for wood, candles, water, and brooms. Neverthelets, 


ſwelled as this account was, the ſum total did not en- 


cecd thirty piſtoles, conſequently there ought to be a 
remainder of one hundred and eighty, This I repre. 
ſented to her: but the beldame, with an air of devo- 
tion, began to take ail the laints to witnels, that there 
were but fourſcore piſtoles in the purſe when the 
Count's butler gave her charge of my portmanteau. 
What is that you ſav, goody ** clied | with preci- 
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pitation: was it the butler who put my things into 
your hands !* Without doubt it was he,“ the replied ; 
© by this tuken, that when he gave me them, he ſaid—- 
© Good mother, when Signior Gil Blas is ff, don't 
fail to treat him with a good funeral, for there is 
money enough in the portmantcau to anſ\cer the ex- 
pence.““ 

« Ah, damned Neapolitan !* ried I, am no 


longer at a loſs to know how my money is gone: you | 


have {wept it away, to make yourſelt lome ame ds 
for the thefts I hindered you to commit.“ After this 
apoſtrophe, I that ked Heaven that the knave had not 
carried off the whole. Whatever reaſon I had, how- 
ever, to accuſe the butler of having robbed me, I 
could not help thinking that the nurſe might, pet- 
ſibly, have done the deed. My ſulpicion fell ſome- 
times on one, and ſometimes on the. other; but it was 
{tz]: the ſame thing to me. 


I ſaid nothing to the old woman; I did not even | 


cavil at the articles of her unconſcionable bill; for J 
mould have got nothing by wrangiing; and every one 
muſt underſtand his trade ; 3 my reſentment, therefore, 
was contented with paying and diſmiſſing her three 
days after. 

I believe, when ſhe went from me, ſhe advertiſed the 
apothecary that ſhe had been diſmiſſed, and that I was 
well enough to decamp without my taking leave of 
him; tor, in a moment after, he came to me, quite 
out of breath, and preſented his bill; in which, un- 
der names that were utterly unknown to me, al- 
though I had been a phbyſician, he had ſet down all 
the pretended medicines with which he had furniſhed 


me while I was out of my ſenſes. This biil might be 


juſtly ſaid to have been written in the true ſpirit of an 


apothecaryz and accordingly we diſputed about the 


payment of it. I infifled on his abating one half of 
the ſum he demanded ; he iwore he would not abate 
one maravedi. Conſidering, however, that he had to 
do with a young wan who might give him the flip, 
by quitting Madrid that very day, he choſe rather to 
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be contented with what I offered, that is, three times 
the value of his drugs, than to run the riſk of lofing 
the whole, I gave him the money with infinite regret, 
and he retired fully revenged for the ſmall diſgrace he 
had ſuffered on the day of the clyſter. 

The phyſician appeared almoſt at the ſame time; 
for thoſe animals are always at the tail of one another. 
J paid him tor his viſits, which had been very nume— 
rous, and ſent him away very well ſatisfied : but be— 
fore he would leave me, in order to prove that he had 
earned his tees, he related all the mortal ſymptoms, 
which he had prevented, in my diſtemper; a calk he 


performed in very learned terms, and with an agree- 


able air; though it was altogether above my compre- 
henſion. When I had diſpatched him, I thought I 
had got rid of all the miniſters of the Fates; but 1 
was miſtaken; a ſurgeon, whom J had never ſeen, en- 
tered my apartment, and having ſaluted me very re- 
ſpectfully, expreſſed great joy in ſeeing me out of 
danger; a deliverance which, he ſaid, he attributed to 
two copious bleedings that he had performed, and ſome 
cupping- glaſſes which he had the honour to apply. 
This was another feather to be plucked from my wing: 
I was fain to pay tribute to the ſurgeon alſo. After 
ſo many evacuations, my purſe became fo feeble, that 
it was little better than a lifeleſs corpſe, ſo little of the 
radical moiſture remained, | 

I began to loſe courage, when I ſaw myſelf relapſing 
into a ſtate of miſery. I had, while I ſerved my laſt 
maſter, conceived too great affection for the convenien- 
cies of life, and could no longer, as formerly, look upon 
indigence with the eye of a Cynic philoſopher, I Will 
own, however, that I was very much in the wrong, to 
let myſelf fall a prey to melancholy. After having 10 
often experienced that Fortune no ſooner overthrew me 


than ſhe raiſed me up again, I ought to have regarded 


the troubleſome ſituation in which I was, as another 
introduction to proſperity. ; 


Gul 
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S VEL 
„ 


Gil Blas contradts a good Acquaintance, and gbtains a 
Pt that confoles him for Count Galtano's Ingrait- 
tude. The Hiſtory of Len Valerio de Lung. 
MY not having heard of Nunnez all this time ſur- 

prized me ſo much, that I concluded he mutt be 
in the country; and as ſoon as I could walk, I went 
to his lodgings, where I underſtood that he had actually 
gone to Andaluſia, three weeks before, with the Duke 


de Medina Sidonia. One moining, at waking, Don 


Melchior de la Ronda came into my head; and re— 
membering that I had promiſed to him, while I was 
at Granada, to viſit his nephew, if ever I ſhould re- 


turn to Madrid, I refolved to keep my promiſe that 


very day. Having got a direction to the houſe of Don 


Balthazar de Zuniga, I repair thither, and aſked for 


Signior Joſeph Navarro, who toon appeared. When L 
ſaluted him, he received me politely, but coldly, al- 
though I had ſignified my name. I did not know how 


(o Ieconcile this frozen reception with the character I 


had heard of this clerk of the Kitchen; and was going 
away, with a feſolution to ſave myſelt the trouble of a 
ſecond viit, when all of a ſudden, aſſuming an open, 
ſmiling air, he cried, with a good deal of emotion, — 
* Ah, Signior Gil Blas de Santillane! pray pardon 
the reception I have given you, My memory had be- 
trayed my inclination: I had forgot your name, and 
little thought that you was the cavalier of whom men- 


tion is made in a letter which 1 received from Granada 


about tour months ago. 


© How rejoiced am I to fre you !* added he, throw- 


ing his arms about my neck, with traniporit. * My 
uncle Melchior, whom I] love a d honou!: as a father, 
conjures me, if perchance I ſhould have the honour of 
teeing you, to treat you in the lame manner as if you 


was his fon, and to employ, it there ſhould be cc a- 


hon, my own credit, and that of my friends, in you 
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behalf. He has praiſed the qualities of your head and 


heart in ſuch terms as would have inteteſted me in 


your favour, even if I had not been engaged thereto 
by his recommendation, I beg, therefore, that you 
will look upon me as a man to whom my uncle has im- 
parted, by letter, all his ſentiments with regard to 
you. I offer you my triendſhip, and I hope you will 
not refuſe me your's. 

I aniwered with that gratitude which I owed to the 
polite behaviour of Joſeph ; and like people of warmth 
and fincerity, we contr acted an intimacy on the ſpot; 
and I did not ſcruple to diſcloſe the ſituation of my at- 
fairs; which he no jooner heard, than he ſaid, © I un- 
dertake to procure a place for you; and, in the mean 


time, don't fail to come and dine with me every day. 


You will fare better here than at your eating houle.” 


The offer was too agreeable to a poor creature juſt 


come out of a fit of illneſs, who had been uſed to good 
living, to be rejected, I accepted the invitation, there- 
fore, and recruited ſo well in that family, that in fit- 
teen days I had the face of a Bernardine monk. Mel- 
chior's nephew ſeemed to make up his pack rarely; but 
how could it be otherwiſe ? He had three ſtrings to his 
bow; was, at the ſame time, butler, ſteward, and 
clerk of the kitchen; befides (our friendihip apart) I 
believe the comptroller of the houſe and he had a very 
good underitanding together, 

I was pertectly recovered when my friend Joſeph, 
ſeeing me come in one day to dine as uſual, made up 
to me with a gay air, and (aid, * Signior Gil Blas, I 


_ have a pretty good place in view for you, You muſt 


know that the Duke of Lerma, prime-miniſter of the 
Spaniſh crown, in order to devote himicit entirely to 
affairs of ſtate, intruſts two perſons with his own 


concerns. Don Diego de Monteler has the care of 


gathering his rents; and his houſhold expence is ma- 

naged by Don Rodrigo de Calderona. Theſe two men, 
in whom he can confide, exerciſe their employments 
with abſolute authority, without the leaſt dependence 
on one another, Don Diego uſually keeps in his Lervice 
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two ſtewards to receive his caſn; and as I underſtood 
this morning that he had diſmiſſed one of then, I have 
been to atk the place fer you. Signior de Monteſer, 
who knows me, and of whole friendſhip I may boat, 
has granted it without any difficulty, on my recom- 
mendation of your morals and capacity. We will go 
to his houſe this afternoon.” | | 


We went thither accordingly. I was very graciouſly 


received, and inſtalled in the employment of the ſtew- 
ard who had been diſmiſſed. His office conſiſted in 
viſiſting the farms, keeping them in repair, and receiv- 
ing the rents; in a word, I was concerned in the coun- 


try eſtate, and every month gave in my accounts to 


Don Diego, who examined them with great attention. 
This was what I wiſhed. Although my integrity had 
been ſo ill repaid by my laſt maſter, I was reſolved to 
continue always in the {ame path, 


One day, having got notice that a fire had happened | 


in the caſtle of Letma, and that more than half of it 
had been reduced to ajhes, I went thither immediately, 
to take an account of the damage; and having in- 
formed myſelf exactly, upon the (pot, of all the cir- 
cumitances of the fire, I compoſed an ample relation of 
it, which Monteſer ſhewed to the Duke of Lerma. 
This miniſter, nctwithſtanding the ailliction he was 
in to hear ſuch bad news, was ſtruck with the relation, 
and could not help aſking who was the author. Don 
Diego not only ſatisfied him in that particular, but 
allo ſpoke fo much in my favour, that his exccilency 
remembered me fix months after, on the occaſion of a 
itory which I am going to recount, and without which, 
perhaps, I ſhould never have been employed at court. 
Here it is. | | 

At that time there lived in the ſtreet of the In- 
fantas, an old lady called Ineſilla de Cantarilla, whoſe 


birth was not certainly known. Some {ſaid that ſhe 


was the daughter of a lute- maker; and others, that 
her father was a commander of the order of St. Jago. 
Be that as it will, ſhe was a prodigy, Nature had 


beſtowed upon her the ſingular privilege of charming 
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the male ſex during the whole courſe of her Ife, which 
exceeded ſeverity five years. She had been idolized 
by the noblemen of the old court, and faw herleit 
adored by thoſe of the new. Time, that ſpares not 
even beauty, had exerted itſelf upon her in vain 
though he had withered it, he could not deprive her 
of the power to pleaſe: a noble air, an enchanting 
wit, and graces that were peculiar to herſelf, made her 
inſpue the men with paſſion even in her old age. 

One ot the Duke of Lerma's ſecretaries, called Don 
Valerio de Luna, a cavalier of five-and-twenty, ſaw 
Tneiilja, and fell in love with her. He declared himſelf 
in the moſt paſſionate terms, and purſued his prey with 
all the fury that love and youth can inſpire. The lady, 
who had her reaſens for not complying with his withes, 
did not know how to moderate his flame. One day, 
however, thinking ſhe had found the means, ſhe carried 
the young man into her cloſet, and pointing to a clock. 
that Rood upon the table You ſee,” ſaid ſhe, © what 
hour it is On the fame day and hour did I come into 
the world, ſeventy-five years ago; and do you really 
think it becomes one of my age to be engaged in love 
intrigues? Recal your reaſon, my child; and itifle. 
thoſe ſentiments which ae fo unſuirable both to you 

and me.” At this ſenſible advice, the cavalier, who 
no longer acknowledged the authority of reaſon, en- 
{wered the lady with all the impetuoſity of a man poſ- 
ſeſſed by the moſt violent emotions, Cruel Ineſilla! 
why have you recourſe to ſuch frivolous remop— 
ſtrances? Do you imagine that they can change you in 
my eyes? Don't flatter yourſelf with ſuch a vain hope. 
While you are ſuch as I behold you, or while my view 
is faſcinated by the charm, I cannot ceaſe to love you,” 
« Well then,“ ſaid ſhe, * fince you are ſo obſtinate as 
to perſiſt in the refolution of tatiguing me with your 
addreſſes, my houle ſhall te no longer open to you. I 
forbid you to come near it, and delire to ſce you no 
more. | | 

You will, perbaps, believe, after this, that DonVa- 
lerio, diſcoucerted at what he had heard, made an ho- 
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nourable retreat. On the contrary, he became ſtill 
more importunate. Love produces the ſame effects in 
its votaries, as wine does in drunkards. The cayalier 
begged, fighed, and making a ſudden tranſition from 
entreaties to rage, attempted to enjoy by force what 
he could not otherwiſe obtain. But the lady, xeſiſting 
with courage, cried, with an air of indignation, 
Hold, raſh wretch! I will ſoon bridle your impious 
ardour. Know that you are my ſon.“ Don Valerio 
was confounded at theſe words, which ſuſpended the 
violence of bis paſſion, But, imagining that Inefilla 
tpoke thus only to be rid of his ſolicitations, he an— 
tweed, * You have invented that fable to elude my 
delires.* No, no,“ faid ſhe, interrupting him; 1 
reveal a myſtery, which I ſhould always have con- 
cealed, had not you reduced me to the neceſſity of diſ- 
dcloſing it. Six-and-twenty years ago, I was in love 

with Don Pedro de Luna, your father, who was then 
governor of Segovia z and you became the fruit of our 
mutual paſſion. He owned you for his fon, gave you 
good education; and although he had not been without 
other children, your good qualities would have deter- 


mined him to leave you a fortune. I, for my part, did 


not forſake you. As ſoon as you began to appear in 
the world, I allured you to my houſe, in order to in- 
ſpire you with that polite behaviour which is ſo neceſ- 
fary to a gallant man, and which women only can be- 
ſow. I did more; I employed all my credit to in- 
troduce you into the prime miniſter's ſervice. In 
ſhort, I have intereſted my ſelf for you, as I ought to 
do for a ion, 
meajures, If you can purify your ſentiments, and 
look upon me only as a mother, I do not baniſh you 
from my ſight, but will treat you with all the tender- 
neſs I have hitherto preſerved; but it you are inca- 
pable of that effort, which both nature and reaſon 
demand, fly this moment, and deliver me from the 
horror of your preſence.” 

While Ineſilla ſpoke in this manner, Den Valerio 
remained in a profound filence, He ſeemed to recal 


After this declaration, take your on 


> — — 


— 
— — > 


— — 


— 


4 
> OY, 5 F 


— 
— — 
— wee IP 


— I Eg 
IT nr. 
9 — 


2 — 
= 


— — 
— 


— = 
5 * > 


ent 


his 


226 
his virtue, and endeavour to vaniſh himſelf; but he 
meditated another deſign, and prepared a quite differ- 

ſpectacle, for his mother. 
himſelf for the unſurmountable obſtacle that oppoſed 
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Being unable to conſole 


wiſhes, he baſely yielded to his deſpair ;3 he drew 


his iword, and plunged it in his own boſom; puniſh- 
ing bhimſelf like another Oedipus; with this difference, 
that the Theban plucked out his own eyes, out of grict 


for 


having committed the crime; whereas the Caſti- 


lian ſtabbed himſelf, becauſe he could not commit it. 


The unhappy Don Valerio did net die immediately 


of the blow he had given himſelf; but had time to re- 
pent, ard aſked pardon of Heaven for havipg taken 


away his own lite. As he left, by his death, a vacancy 


in the polt of ſecretary to the Duke of Lerma, that 
miniſter, who had not forgot my account of the fire, 


nor the good character he had heard of me, chole me 


to fill the place of this young gentleman. 


HAF. II. 


Gl Blas is preſented to the Duke of Lerma, who receives 
him into the Number of his Secretaries; ſets him to 


M 


Work, and is ſatisfied with his Performances. 
ON IESER was the perſon who informed me of 
this agreeable news, and ſaid, Friend Gil Blas, 


though I feel ſome 1egret in loſing you, I love you too 


well 


lerio. 


not to be overjoyed at your ſucceeding Don Va- 
You will not fail to make a fine fortune, pro- 


vided you tollow two pieces of advice which I have to 


give 


you. The firſt is, to appear ſo much attached to 


his excellency, that he ſhall never doubt of your being 


entir 


ely devoted to his will. And the ſecond is, to 


make your court to Signior Don Rodrigo de Calderona; 
for that man moulds the mind of his maſter like wax. 
If you have the good fortune to acquire the good will 
of that favourite ſecretary, you will go a great way 
in a very little time.“ 

dignior,' ſaid I to Don Diego, after having thank- 
ed him for his good advice, * tell me, if you pleale, 
Don Rodrivo's character, I have often heard him ſpoke 
of, and repreſented bad enough; but I have not much 
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confidence in the pictures which people draw of thoſe 
who have poſts at court; though ſometimes, I believe, 
they do not judge amiſs. Pray, tell me then, what do 
you think of Signior Calderona?'—“ You aſk me a 
very delicate queſtion," replied the overtcer, with a 
ſatirical imile, I would tell any body but you, with. 
out heſitation, that he is a very honourable gentleman, 
of an unblemiſhed character: but I will deal more 
trankly with you ; for, beſides that I believe you a 
young man of diſcretion, I think it my duty to talk 
openly to you of Don Rodrigo, fince I have adviſed 
you to cultivate him with care: otherwite, I ſhould 
only oblige you by halves. | = 

« You muſt know then, that from a ſimple domeſtic 
of- his excellency, when he was only Don Francis de 
Sandoval, this man has arrived, by degrees, at the 
poſt of his firtt ſecretary. There never was a prouder 
man; be looks upon himſelf as the Duke of Lerma's 
colleague ; and, at bottom, he may be ſaid to ſhare 


with hum the authority of prime minitter ; ſince he be- 


itows poſts and governments on whom he pleaſes to 
oblige, This the public often murmurs at; but he 
gives himſelf no trouble about the matter: provided 
an affair yields him a handſome preſent, he bids de- 
fiance to cenſure. You will eaſily conceive, from 
what I have faid,* added Don Diego, how you are 
ro behave to ſuch a haughty mortal.“ O yes, ſaid 
I; Jeave that to me; it will be very unlucky, indeed, 
if I cannot gain his favour. Wnen one knows the 

_ inible of a perſon whom he wiſhes to pleaſe, he muſt 
be no conjuror if he fails of ſuccels,* Well then,” 
replied Monteſer, I will now preſent you to the Duke 
of Lerma.}- | 7 
We went immediately to the houſe of that miniſter, 
whom we found giving audience in a great hall, where 


there were more company than at court. Here I ſaw 


commanders and knights of Calatrava and St. Jago, 
toliciting for governments and vice royalties ; biſhops, 
bo, being fickly at their own dioceſes, defired to be 
made archbiſhops, only for the change of air; and, 
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ſoine holy fathers, of the order of St. Dominick and 
St. Francis, who laid claim to the mitre with great 
humility. I likewiſe obſerved Tome halt-pay officers, 
who acted the ſame part/that Captain Chinchilla had 
formerly done; that is, ſpent all they had in dancing 
attendance for a penſion, If the Duke did not gra- 
tify all their deſires, he at leaſt received their petitions 
with great affability; ; and I perceived that he anſwered 
very politely to thoſe who ſpoke to him. 

We waited patiently until he had diſpatched all theſe 
ſuppliants; then Don Diego ſaid to him, My lord, 
here is Gil Blas de Santillane, that young man whom 
your excellency has choſen to ſupply the place of Don 
Valerio,” Af theſe words the Duke, caſting his eyes 
upon me, ſaid, in a very obliging manner, That I had 
already merited it by the ſervices I had done him. He 
afterwards carried me into his claſet, to diſcourſe with 
ine in private, or rather to judge of my under ſtanding 
by my converſation. He dered to know who I was, 
and the lite I had hitherto led, exafting of me 2 ſincere 
narration of the whole. What a detail was this for nie 
o give! There was no Hint ng of telling lies before a 
prime miniſter of Spain. On the other hand, I had ſo 
manygthings to tell ar the expence of my vanity, that I 
could not-reſoive on a general confeſſion. How ſhould 
I extricate mylelf trom this embarraſſment ! I took the 
retolution of embelliſhin g the truth in thoſe parts where 
it would have offended im its nakedneſs; but he did no: 
fail to diſcover it in ſpite of all my kill.“ Monhevr de 


Santillaue, ſaid he, with a ſmile, when I had finifhed 


my ftory, I tree you have been in your time a little 
upon the picaro.“ I anſwered with a bluſh, * Your 
excellency ordered me to be fincer e, and I have obev- 
ed,” Jam obliged to thee tor it, he We Go, 


my child; theu haſt come off very cheaply. I am: 


aitoniſhed that thou walt not undone by ill example. 
There are many honeſt people who would have turned 
great rogues, nad Fortune put them to the fame 

trials, 
* A Spaniſh word, ſignifying rogue. 
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Friend Santillane,* continued the miniſter, forget 
thy paſt life, and remember that thou now belongeſt 
to the king, in whoſe ſervice thou wilt be employed 
for the future. Follow me, and I will make thee ac- 
quainted with the nature of thy office. He carried me 


into a little cloſet adjoining his own, where I ſaw, e 
upon ſhelves, twenty thick regiſters in folio. It is i 


here, ſaid he, where thou muſt work. Theſe re- 
giſters compoſe a dictionary of all the noble families 
within the kingdoms and principalities of the Spanith 
monarchy. Every book contains, in alphabetical order, 
the abridged hiſtory of every gentleman; in which 
are recounted the ſervices which he and his anceſtors 


have performed to the ſtate, as well as the affairs of _ [4 


honour in which they have been engaged. There is Md 


' alſo mention made of their fortune, morals, and, in a 
word, of all their bad qualities; ſo that when they 
come to ſolicit favours at court, I ſee, with one glance 
of my eye, whether or not they deſerve them. That 
I may have exact information of all thoſe things, 1 
have penſionaries every where, who take care to get 
good intelligence, which they tranſmit to me in writ- 
ing: but, as their memorials are often diffuſe, and 


ſtuffed with provincial modes of expreſſion, they mutt We: 


be rendered more conciſe, and the diction poliſhed ; 
becauſe his majeſty ſometimes orders thele regiſters to 


be read to him. In this work, which requires a per- [9 
{picuous ſtyle, I will employ thee this very moment.“ . 


So ſaying, he took out of a port-folio full of papers, 
a memorial, which he put into my hand; and went out 


of the cloſet, leaving me at liberty to perform my couß {40 


d'eſſai. I read the piece, which ſeemed not only ſtuffed 1 


with barbarous terms, but even filled with indecent 17 


paſſion, though it had been compoſed by a monk in | 


the town of Solſona. He there tore to pieces, without 17 


0 mercy, a good Catalonian family; and God knows if 
he ſpoke truth: it looked ſo much like a ſcandalous 
libel, that I at firſt made ſome ſcruple of working upon 


it, being afraid of making mylelf an accomplice in the f ol! 


calumny. Nevertheleſs, novice as I was at court, 1 
Vo. II. 
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went on, at the hazard of his reverence's ſoul ; and, 


placing all the iniquity, if there was any in the caſe, 


to his account, began to diſhonour, in good Caſtilian 
phraſes, two or three generations of honeſt men per- 


haps. 


I had already finiſhed four or five pages, when the 
Duke, impatient to know how I performed, returned, 
and ſaid, * Santillane, ſhew me what thou haſt done; 
«© for J long to ſee it.“ At the ſame time, throwing 
his eyes upon my work, he read the beginning with 
great attention; and ſeemed ſo well ſatisfied, that 


I was ſurprized at his commendations. * Prepoſlefſed 


as I was in thy favour,* ſaid he, © I confeſs thou haſt 
ſurpaſſed my expectation ; thou writeſt not only with 
all the clearneſs and diſtinction that I defired, but thy 
Rile is alſo ſpirited and eaſy; thou juſtifieſt the choice 
1 have made of thy pen, and conſoleſt me for the loſs 
ot thy predeceflor.* He would not have confined my 
culogium to this, had he not been interrupted by the 
zrrwalof his nephew the Count de Lemos, whom his 
excellency embraced ſeveral times, and received in ſuch 


a manner, as gave me to underſtand that he leved him 


with a tender affection. They ſhut themſelves up tc. 


_ gether, to talk in private of a family affair, which I 


thall have occaſion to mention in the ſequel, and with 
which the miniſter, at that time, ſeemed to be more 


engroſſed than with the baſineis of the king | 
While they were engaged together, I heard the 


clock ſtrike twelve; and, as I knew that the ſecrc- 


taries and clerks quitted their offices at that hour, to 


go and dine ſomewhere, I leit my performance, and 
went out; not with a view of going to Monteſcr's 
houſe, for he had already paid my appointments, and 
J had taken my leave of him, but to the moſt famous 
ordinary at the ecurt end of the town : a common 
rating houſe would not now ſerve my turn. Thoſe 
words which the Duke had pronounced, were ſeeds 


of ambition that every inſtant ſprung up in my ſou}. 
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| | C HAP. III. 
He learns that his Poſt is not altogether «without Mortifi- 
| cations. His Uneaſineſs at this Piece of News, 
which obliges him to alter his Conduct. 


Was at great pains, when I entered, to let the land- 


lord know, that I was ſecretary to the prime- mi- 
niſter; and, in that quality, I did not know what to 
order for my dinner: I was afraid of beſpeak ing ſome- 
thing that might ſavour of parſimony, and therefore 


bade him dreſs what he ſhould think proper. Accord- 
ingly, he regaled me in a ſumptuous manner, and 1 


was lerved with marks of reſpect, which gave me ſtill 
more pleaſure than the good cheer. When the bill was 


brought, I threw a piſtole upon the table, leaving to 
the waiters one fourth of it at leaſt; for ſo much re- 


mained over and above the reckoning. After which I 
ſtrutted away with ſuch geſtures, as ſhewed that I was 
mighty well pleaſed with my own perſon, | 


About twenty yards from hence, there was a large 


houſe, in which noblemen that were {rangers commonly 
lodged. Here I hired an apartment, conſiſting of five 
or fix rooms bandſomely furniſhed, avit I already en- 


joyed two or three thouſand ducats a year; and even 


paid the firſt month per advance. Afterwards, return- 
ing to work, I ſpent the whole afternoon in continuing 
what I had begun in the morning. There were two 
more ſecretaries in a cloſet next to mine; but they only 
tranſcribed what the Duke gave them to copy. With 
theſe I contracted an acquaintance that very evening, 
when we went out together; and, in order to gain their 
friendſhip the ſooner, carried them to my tavern, where 
I ordered for ſupper the beſt diſhes in ſeaſon, with the 
- molt delicate wines. 55 | 
We ſat down together, and b-gan to converſe with 
more gaiety than wit; for, to do juſtice to my gueſts, I 
ſoon perceived that they did not owe to their genius the 
places which they poſſeſſed. They were connoiſſeurs, 
indeed, in the different kinds of hand- writing; bu 
U 2 | 
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they had not the leaſt tinctute of univerſity educa- 
tion. 
To make amends for this, they underſtood their own 
little intereſts to admiration 3 and were not ſo much 
intoxicated with the honour of ſerving the prime- mini- 


ſter, but that they complained of their ſituation. * We 


have, ſaid one of them, already exerciſed our em- 
ployment five months at our own expence, without 


touching one farthing; and, which is worſe, our ap- 


pointments are not regulated, nor do we know upon 
what footing we are.“ As for my part, ſaid the 
other, © I would, with all my heart, put up with 


twenty ſtripes, inſtead of appointments, to be allowed 


the liberty of engaging myſelf elſewhere; for I dare 
not retire of my own accord, nor demand my diſmiſ- 
fion, after the ſecrets with which I have been entruſted ; 
elite I might chance to viſit the tower of Segovia, or 
the caſtle of Alicant,* 5 ES 

How do you make ſhift to Jive then?“ ſaid I to 


them: © I ſuppoſe you have fortunes of your own.“ 
They anſwered they had very little money; but, luckily 


for them, they lodged at the houſe of an honeſt widow, 
who gave them credit for their board, at the rate of one 


hundred piſtoles a year from each. All this diſcourſe, 


of which I did not loſe one word, diſſipated in an in- 
ſtant the fumes of my pride : I concluded, that no more 
conſiderat ion would be paid to me than to otheis; con- 


ſequently, I had no cauſe to be ſo much charmed with 


my poſt, which was not quite ſo ſubſtantial as I had 
imagined ; and that, in ſhort, I could not be too fru- 
gal of my purſe, I began to repent of having invited 


my fellow-ſecretaries; wiſhed the repaſt at an end; 


and, when the bill was brought, diſputed with the 
landlord on every article. | | | 

My friends ard I parted at midnight, becauſe I did 
not preſs them to ſtay longer. They went home to 
their widow, and I to my ſuperb apartment, which I 


now was mad with myſelf for having hired, and which 


J firmly reſolved to leave at the month's end. It was 
to no purpole to me to lie down on a good bed: my anx- 
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iety baniſhed all repoſe ; and J paſſed the night in con- 
triving means of being paid by his majeſty for my work. 
I ftuck, on this occaſion, to Monteſer's advice, and 
roſe with a reſolution of going to pay my reſpetts to 
Don Rodrigo de Calderona. I was in a very proper 


diſpoſition to appear before ſuch a proud man, becaule 


I found I had occaſion for his protection. 

I repaired then to the ſecretary, whoſe lodging com- 
municated with that of the Duke of Lerma, and even 
equalled it in magnificence; by the furniture, it would 
have been a difficult matter to diftinguiſh the maſter 
from the man. I ſent in my name, as the ſucceſſor of 
Don Valerio : but, for all that, I waited in the anti- 


chamber upwards of an hour. Mr. New Secretary,” 


ſaid Ito myſelf at this juncture, © have a little patience, 


E jf you pleaſe: I find you muſt dance attendance your. 


felt, before you make other people do ſo.” The cham- 
ber-door being opened at length, I entered, and ad- 
vanced towards Don Rodrigo, who, having jaſt finiſhed 
a billet doux to his charming Sirena, was putting it 
into Pedrillo's hand. I had never appeared before 


the Archbiſhop of Granada, the Count Galiano, nor 


even the prime-miniſter, ſo reſpect fully as I preſented 
myſelf to the eyes of Signior de Calderona, whom I ſa- 
Juted with a bow to the very ground, hegging his pro- 
_ tection in ſuch ſubmiſſive term (hat Twit remem- 


ber them without a bluſh, Þ} e. ould have 
turned to my prejudice in the d i eal gentle- 
man: hut he was pleaſed with my gio g behaviour, 


and aſſured me, obligingly enough, 1 at he would let 


ſlip no opportunity of doing me lervice. | 

I thanked him with great demonſtrations of zeal for 
bis favourable ſentiments of me; and having vowed 
an eternal attachment to him, took my leave for fear 
of incommoding him, and begged he would excuſe me, 
if T had interrupted him in any important affairs. As 


ſoon as I had acted this mean part, I went to my of- 


fice, where I finiſhed the taſk which had been impoſed, 
The Duke, who did not fail to come thither in the 
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morning, was no leſs pleaſed with the end than he had 
been with the beginning of my work, and ſaid— This 
is extremely well: write as well as thou canſt this 
ahridged hiſtory in the regiſter of Catalonia; after 
which thou ſhalt take another information out of the 
port-folio, and manage it in the ſame manner.“ I had 
a pretty long converſation with his excellency, and was 
charmed with his ſweetneſs and familiarity of beha- 


viour. What a difference was there between him and 


Calderona! They were two figures ſtrongly contraſted. 
I dined that day in an eating-houſe for a moderate 
expence; and reſolved to go thither incognito every 
evening, until I ſhould ſee the effect of my complaiſance 
and ſervility. I had money ſufficient to maintain me 
three months, during which I reſolved to work at a 


venture; purpoling, as the ſhorteſt tollies are the leaſt 


prejudicial, to abandon the court, and all its tinſel, if 
I ſhould receive no ſalary before the expiration of that 
term. This, therefore, was my plan: I ſpared no- 
thing, during two months, to pleaſe Calderona ; but he 
took ſo little notice of my endeavours, that, deſpairing 
of ſucceis, I changed my conduct towards him, and 
exerted myſelf wholly in profiting by thoſe moments of 
converſation which I had with the Duke. 


Sil Blas gans, le Duke de Lerma, wha 


entruſis hin: Secret of great Importance. 


LTHOUG:' ., - Grace, toute the expreſſion, only 


juſt appeared before me, and vaniſhed again, every 
day, I inſenſibly rendered my felt ſo agreeable to his ex- 
cellency, that he ſaid to me one afternoon—* Hark'e, 


_ Gil Blas; I like thy diſpoſition and underſtanding, 


and have a regard for thee accordingly. Thou art a 
zealons, faithful young fellow, extremely intelligent 
and diſcreet; ſo that I don't think I ſhall miſplace my 
confidence, if I beſtow it upon thee.* I threw myſelf 
on my knees when I heard theſe words; and, after hav- 
ing reſpectfully kiſſed one of his hands, which he held 
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out to raiſe me up, anſwered— Is it poſſible, then, 
that your excellency can deign to honourme with ſuch 


extraordinary favour ? What ſecret enemies will your 


goodneſs raiſe up againſt me! But there is only one 
man whoſe hatred I dread; and that is Don Rodrigo 
de Calderona.” ET 

Thou haſt nothing to apprehend from that quarter, 
replied the Duke. I know Calderona ; he has been 
attached to me from his infancy ; and, I may venture 
to ſay, his ſentiments are ſo conformable to mine, that 
he careſſes thoſe whom I love, and hates thoſe who diſ- 


oblige me: Inſtead of dreading his averſion, thou 


mayeſt, on the contrary, depend upon his friendſhip.” 
By this, I could plainly perceive, that Signior Don 
Rodrigo was a cunping rogue, who had got poſſeſſion 
of his excellency's foul; and that I could not he too 


cautious with him. To begin,* added the Duke, 


© with putting thee in poſſeſſion of my confidence, I 
will diſcloſe to thee a deſign which I have projected; 
for it is neceſſary that thou ſhouldſt be informed of it, 
that thou mayeſt acquit thyſelf the better of the com- 
miſſions in which I intend to employ thee. I have a 
long time beheld my authority, in general, reſpected, 


my deciſions blindly followed, and commiſſions, em- 


ployments, governments, vice-royalties, and benefices, 
diſpoſed of according to my wiſh: I may be ſaid to 
reign in Spain; and it is impoſſible to puſh my for- 
tune farther ; but I would ſecure it againſt the ſtorms 
that begin to threaten me; and, to that effect, want 


to have my nephew, the Count de Lemos, for my ſuc- 


ceſſor in the miniſtry.” 


Here the Duke, obſerving that I was extremely 


ſurpriſed at what I heard, faid—* I ſee your ſur- 
prize, Santillane; you think it very ſtrange that I 
ſhould prefer my nephew to my own ſon, the Duke 
d'Uzeda; but you muſt know that this laſt has too 


narrow a genius to fill my place: beſides, I am his 


enemy: he has found out the iecret of being agreeable 
to the king, who wants to make bim his favourite; 
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and this is what I cannot bear. The favour of a 
ſovereign is like the poſſeſſion of a woman whom we 
adorez a piece of happineſs, of which we are ſo 
| Jealous, that we cannot reſolve to ſhare it with a 


rival, however connected to us by the ties of blood and 


triendihip.” 

I now diſcloſe to thee,? continued his grace, the 
very bottom of my foul, I have already attempted to 
ruin the Duke d'Uzeda with his majeſty ; and, as I 


could not ſucceed, I have changed my battery. I de- 


ſign that the Count de Lemos ſhall infinuate himſclt 
into the good graces of the Prince of Spain. Being 
gentleman of his bed- chamber, he has an opportunity 
of talking with him every moment; and, belides that, 
he does not want wit. I know a jure method tor him 
to ſucceed in that enterprize. By this ſtratagem, L will 
oppoſe my nephew to my ſon, and breed a diviſion 
between the two couſins, which will oblige them both 
to court my {upport, the awe of which will keep them 
ſubmiſſive to my will. This, added he, * is my 
ſcheme. ; and thy aſſiſtance will be very ſerviceable to 
me; for I will always ſend thee to the Count de Le- 

mos, and thou ſhalt report from him whatever he thall 
have occaſion to impart.” 

After this confidence, which I regarded as ready 
money, I no longer felt any diſquiet. * At length, 
ſaid I to myſelf, J am under the lpout ; 3 A ſhower of 
gold will certainly rain upon me; for it is impoſſible 
but that the confident of a man, who, by way of ex- 
cellence, is called the great pillar of the Spaniſh mo- 
narchy, ſhould be in a very ſhort time loaded with 


wealth!“ Full of ſuch agreeable hope, I ſaw with in- 


ditterence my poor purſe giving up the ghoſt, 
HAP. V. 
Gil Blas is overwhelmed with Jay, Honour, and Diſtreſs. 


"PRE miniſter's affection for me was ſoon perceived ; 
for he affected to give marks of it in public, giving 
me the charge of his port-folio, which he uſed to carry 
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in his own hand to council. This novelty, making 1 
people look upon me as a ſmall favourite, excited the | | 
envy of ſeveral perſons, and was the occaſion of my 
receiving a great deal of court holy-water. My two 
neighbours, the ſecretaries, were not the laſt in com- | 
plimenting me upon my approaching greatneſs; and {i} 
they invited me to ſup at their widow's, not lo much | 
in return for my treat, as with a view to engage me in | 
their behalf for the future. I was welcomed every | 
where; even the haughty Don Rodrigo changed his | 
behaviour to me, and now called me nothing but | 
Signior de Santillane; though, before that, be only | 
favoured me with You, always omitting the term v 

Signior. He loaded me with civilities, eſpecially pl 
when he thought our patron might obſerve him; but 
I afſure you he had no fool to deal with; I anſwer- 
ed all his kindneſs with equal politeneſs; and the 
more ſo, the more I hated him in my heart: an 
old courtier could not have excelled me in this parti- 0 
cular. | 1 0 = "PA 
I likewiſe accompanied my Lord Duke to court, 
whither he commonly went three times a day. In 
the morning he entered his majeſty's bed-chamber as 
ſoon as he was awake; and, kneeling by the bed- ſide, 
diſcourſed of thoſe things that were to be done in the 
day; having allo dictated to his maſter what was to 
be ſaid, he retired; and returned immediately after 
dinner, not to talk on ſtate affairs, but to converſe on 
entertaining ſubjects, and regale the king with all the 
merry adventures which happened in Madrid, and of 
which he was always very early informed. Laſt of 
all, he viſited him for the third time in the evening, 
when he gave ſuch an account as he thought proper of 
what he had done through the day, and, in a careleis 
manner, aſked his majeſty's orders for to-1norrow.. 
While he was with the king, I remained in the anti- 
chamber, where I ſaw people of quality, devoted to 
the idol Favour, court my converſation, and think 
themſelves happy if I entered into diſcourſe with them. 


r . I — * 
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How, after this, could I help thinking myſelf a man 
of conlequence! There are a great many at court who 
have the ſame opinion of themſelves, upon a much 
more ſlender foundation. 

One day, I had ſtill more food for my vanity * the 
King, to whom the Duke had ſpoke very advanta- 
geouſly of my ſtyle, was very curious to ſee a ſpeci- 
men of it. Upon which his excellency made me take 
up the Catalonian regiſter, and, carrying me into the 
preſence, ordered me to read the firſt ſtory which IJ had 
abridged. If I was at firſt diſturbed by the preſence 
of the prince, I was ſoon compoſed by that of the mi- 
niſter; and read my performance, which his Majeſty 
heard with pleaſure, He expreſſed his ſatisfaction, and 
even recommended me to the miniſter's protection, 
This did not at all diminiſh the pride of my heart; 
and the converſation which J had, a few days after, 
with the Count de Lemos, quite filled my head with 
the ideas of ambition. I went to this nobleman from 
his uncle; and, finding him at the Prince's court, 
preſented to him a letter of credentials; in waich the 
Duke told him, that he might open himſelf to me, as 
to one who was perfectly well acquainted with their 
deſign, and choſen by him as their common meſſenger. 
The Count having read this billet, conducted me into 
a room; and, having locked the door, ſpoke in this 
manner“ Since you enjoy the confidence of the Duke 
of Lerma, I don't doubt that you deſerve it, and 1 
ought to make no difficulty in giving you mine allo, 
You muſt know, then, that matters go on ſwimming- 
ly. ThePrince of Spain diſtinguiſhes me from all the 
noblemen who are perſonally attached to him, and 
who ſtudy to pleate kim. I had this morning a pri- 
vate converſation with him, in which he ſeemed cha- 
grined at ſeeing himſelf, through the king's avarice, 
unable to follow the dictates of his generous heart, or 
even to ſpend like a prince. On this occaſion, I did 
not fail to lament his ſituation ; and, profiting by the 
opportunity, promiſed to bring a thouſand piſtoles to 
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him at the levee to-morrow, as an earneſt of greater 
ſums, which I have undertaken to furniſh him with in 
a very little time. He was charmed with my promiſe; 
and I am certain of captivating his favour, it I keep 
my word. Go, and tell theſe circumſtances to my 
uncle, and return in the evening, to inform me of his 
ſentiments of the matter.” 5 


I quitted the Count de Lemos immediately, and 


went back to the Duke of Lerma, who, on my report, 


ſent to Calderona for a thouland piſtoles, which he 


gave me to carry in the evening to the Count, This 


I performed, ſay ing to myſelf—* Oho ! I now lee plainly 


what the infallible method is which the miniſter takes 
to ſucceed in his enterprize : upon my ſoul, he is in 
the right! and to all appeaiance, thoie prodigalities 
will not ruin his fortune: I can eafily guels from 
whole coffers theſe piſtoles are taken ; but, after all, it 


is but reaſonable that the father ſhould maintain the 


ſon.* The Count de Lemos, when we parted, ſaid 
ſoftly—* Farewel, my confident 1 The Prince of Spain 
is a little amorous: you and I muſt have a conference 
on that ſubject one of theſe days. I foreſee that I ſhall 


have occaſion for your dexterity very ſoon.” I came 


home muſing on theſe words, which were not at all 
ambiguous, and which filled me with joy. The de- 


vil,“ ſaid I; I am juſt on the eve of becoming Mer- 


cury to the heir of the Kingdom.“ I did not examine 
into the goodneſs or badneſs of the office; the quality 
of the gallant laid my virtue aſleep. What glory was 


it for me to be made miniſter of pleaſure to a great 


prince! © Softly, Mr. Gil Blas, * ſome folks will lay, 
the buſineſs was only to make you deputy-miniſter.“ 


I own it: but at bcttom the honour of both theſe 


poſts 1s equal ; the difference lies in the profits only. 


While I executed theſe noble commiſſions, advancing 


every day farther and farther in the good graces of the 
prime- miniſter, with ſuch enchanting hopes, how 


happy ſhould I have been if ambition had ſecured me 
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had elapſed ſince I had quitted my magnificent apart- 
ment, and hired a ſmall] chamber very frugally fur- 
niſned. Although this gave me ſome pain, yet, as I 
came out early in the morning, and did not go home 
to bed before night, I bore my fortune patiently. The 
whole day I appeared upon my theatre, that is, in 
the Duke's houſe, and played the part of a man of 
conſequence; but, when I crept up into my garret, 
my importance vaniſhed, and nothing remained but 
poor Gil Blas without money, and, which is worſe, 
without any thing that would fetch it. Though I had 
not been too proud to diſcover my neceſſity to any body, 
I did not know one perſon that could aſſiſt me, except 
Navarro, whom J had neglected fo much ſince I turned 
courtier, that I had not aſſurance enough to make ap- 


plication to his friendſhip, I had been obliged to ſell 


all my cloaths piece-meal, except thoſe for which I 
had abſolute occaſion, I went no more to the eating - 
houſe, becauſe T had not wherewithal to pay my ordi- 
nary. How did I make a ſhift then to ſubſiſt? Every 
morning, a little bread and wine was brought into 
. our offices for breakfaſt : this was all that the miniſter 
allowed; this was all that I eat through the day; and 
I generally went ſupperleſs to bed. 

Such was the ſituation of the man who ſhone at 
court, and was more properly an object of compaſſion 
than envy. Nevertheleſs, I could no longer ſuſtain 
the weight of my miſery z and at length determined 
to diſcloſe it, with addreſs, to the Duke of Lerma, as 
ſoon as an opportunity ſhould offer. Happily for me, 
J found an occaſion at the Eſcurial,* whither the King 
and the Prince repaired ſome days after I had come 
to this reſolution. | = 


* Eſcurial, a royal palace of the King of Spain, in New Caſtile, about 
de, cuty-two miles from Madrid. It was begun in 1557, by Philip II. 
{on of the Emperor Charles V. after the victory which his army obtained 
er the French at St, Quintin, and finiſhed in twenty-two years at an 
immenſe expence. It ſtands in a dry, barren country, almott ſurrounded 


with mountains, but wants nothing to render it a complete town, having 


fiiteen thouſand windows, twenty-two courts, and ſeventeen cloiſters or 
piatzas, beſides a church, college; monaſtery, dwelling-houſes, ſhops, ar- 
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| CHAT. I. | 
The Manner in which Gil Blas informs the Duke of 
Lerma of his Neceſſity, and that Miniſier's 
 Behawivur on the Occaſion. | | 
HILE the King was at the Eicurial, he defrayed 
the expence of every body ; ſo that there ] did 
not feel where the ſhoe pinched: I lay in a wardrobe, 
juſt by, the bed-chamber of the Duke; who, one morn- 


. ing riſing as uſual at break of day, made me take ſome 


papers and a ſtandiſh, and follow him into the palace 
garden. We went and fat down under a tuft of trees, 


where I put myſelf, by his order, in the poſture of a a 
man writing on the crown of his hat; while he held 


in his hand a paper which he pretended to read: ſo 
that at a diſtance, we ſeemed buſy in very ſerious af- 
Fein, though all the while we talked of nothing but 
trifles, | DS ' | 

For the ſpace of an hour, I had diverted his excel. 
lency with all the ſallies that my good humour could 
afford, when two magpies, perching on the trees under 
which we ſat, began to chatter in ſuch a noiſy man- 
ner, as attracted our attention. Theſe birds, ſaid 


the Puke, * ſeem to ſcold one another: I ſhould be 


very glad to know the cauſe of their quarrel.* My 
lord,” faid I, your curioſity puts me in mind of an 
Indian fable, which I have read in Pilpay, or ſome 
other author of that kind. The nyſter deſired to 
hear it, and I recounted it in theſe words . 
© Heretofore a good monarch reigned in Perſia, 
whoſe genius being not quite extenſive enough to go- 
vern his kingdom of himſelf, he left that care to his 
Grand Vizier, Aralmuc; a man of ſuperior capacity, 
who ſupported the weight of that vaſt monarchy with 


tificers, &c. It has forty chapels ; the high altar in one of which, trom 
the grow d to the goof, confiits of the moſt beautiful jaſper. This chapel 
is ſaid to have coſt Upwards of five millions. The pantneon, where the 
Royal Family of Spain are interred, is in the above-mentioned chapel, and 
is a very curious and rich ſtructure ; it was begun by Charics V. carried * 
on by Kings Philip II. and III. and completed by Fhilip IV. Ffom the 
Eicu: tal is an elegant proipoct of Madrid. | 
Vol. II. | 
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out ſtoopipg, and maintained it in profound peac 

He had even the art of making the royal anthority 
loved, as well as feared, and the ſubjects enjoyed an 
affectionate father in a vizir who was faithful to bis 
prince. Atalmuc had, among his ſecretaries, a young 
Cachemirian, called Zeangir, whom he loved more than 
all the others. He took pleaſure in his converfation, 


carried him in his company to the chace, and even dif- 


cloſed to him his molt ſecret thoughts. One day while 


they hunted together in a wood, the vizir ſeeing two 


ravens croaking on a tree, ſaid to his jecretary—* J 
with I knew what theſe birds are talking of in their 
language.“ „ Signior,” anſwered the Cachemirian, 
your wiſh may be accompliſhed.” * How can that 


be?” replied Atalmuc, © A cabaliſtical derviſe,” 
laid Zeangir, * taught me the language of birds, It 


you pleaſe I wall liſten to theſe, and repeat to you 
verbatim, every thing tha. I thai hear.“ 

© The vizir conſented; and the Cachemirian ap- 
proaching the ravens,. ſeemed to lend an attentive ea: 


to their diſcourſe: after which, returning to his ma{'- 
ter — “ Signior,”* ſaid he,“ would you believe it? we 


are the ſubject of their converſation, “ Impoſſible!“ 
cried the Perſian minitter ; * what can they fay of 
us?“ ©« One of them,” replied the ſecretary, 1aid, 
© Behold the Grand Vizir Atalmuc in perion, that 
tuteJary eagle, who covers Perſia like a neſt with his 
wings, and inceſſantly watches for its prelervation. 
As a relaxation from his painful toils, he hunts in this 
wood with his faithful Zeangir. How happy is that 
ſecretary in ſerving a maſter who has ſo much attection 
for him!“ © Softly,” ſaid the other raven, „ !ottly ! 

don't too much extol the happineſs of that Cachemi- 
rian. Atalmuc, it is true, converſes familiarly with: 
him, honours him with his confidence, and, I doubt 


not, intends to give him a conſiderable poſt: but, be- 


tore that happens, Zeangir will die of hunger. That 
poor devil Jodges in a ſmall paltry room, where be is 
in want of .the common necetlari ies of life, In a word, 
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he lives in a miſerable manner, though nobody ar 
coutt perceives it. The grand vizir never thinks of 
enquiring into his circumſtances; but, content with 
entertaining favourable ſentiments in his behalf, leaves 
him in the mean time a prey to poverty.“ 

Here I left off ſpeaking, in order to obſerve the 
Duke; who aſked with a ſmile, what impreſſion the 
apologue made on the mind of Atalmuc, and if the 
grand vizir was not affronted at the preſumption of his 
Hecretary, © No, my lord,” ſaid I, in great confuſion 


at his queſtion; © the table ſays, that, on the contrary, 


he loaded him with favours.* That was lucky,” re- 


plied the Duke, with a ſerious air: * ſome miniſters _ 


would not like to be ſo ſchooled, But,“ added he, 
breaking off the diſcourſe, and getting up, I believe 
the King will ſoon be awake, and my duty obliges me 
to be near him.“ So ſaying, he walked haſtily to- 
wards tne palace, without ſpeaking another word, and 
very ill-pleaſed, as I imagined, with the Indian fable, 
| I followed him to the very door of his Majeſty's 
bed-chamber ; after which, I went and put the papers 
into the place from whence I had taken them, and 
then entered the cloſet where our two copying ſecreta- 
ries were at work; for they were alſo along with the 
court. What is the matter with you, Signior de 
Santillane?* ſaid they, when they ſaw me; you 
ſeem very much difturbed ! Has any diſagreeable acci- 
dent happened to you ?? | | 
I was too much affected with the bad ſucceſs of my 
apologue to conceal my grief; Trecounted to them what 
I had ſaid to the Duke; and they expreſſed their ſym- 
pathy in the ſharp affliction with which 1 was ſeized. 
* You have great reaſon to be grieved,” ſaid one of 
them: I with you may be better treated than the ſecre- 
tary of Cardinal Spinola; who, tired with having re- 
ceived nothing during fifteen months, in which he was 
employed by his eminence, took the liberty, one day, 
of reprefenting his neceſſity, and craving ſome money 
tor his ſubſiſtence. „ It is but juR,”” ſaid the mi- 
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nitter, „ that you ſhould be paid. Here,“ added he, 
giving him an order for a thouſand ducats; ** go and 
receive that ſum from the royal treaſury; but remem- 
ber, at the ſame time, that I have no further occaſion 
for your ſervice.” The ſecretary would have con- 
 foled himſelf for his diſmiſſion, had he touched his 
thouſand ducats, and been allowed to ſeek tor buſineſs 
elſewhere ; but, juſt as he went out of the cardinal's 
| houſe, he was arreſted by an alguazil, and conducted 
to the tower of Segovia, where he has been a priſoner 
a long time.?“ | 


This touch of hiſtory redoubled my fear; I believed 


myſelf undone; and, becoming inconſolable, began to 
reproach my own impatience, as if I had not ſuffered 
enough. Alas! (ſaid I,) why did I riſque that un- 
lucky fable which has diſpleaſed the miniſter? per- 


haps he was juſt on the point of extricating me out of 


my miſerable ſituation: nay, perhaps I was on the 
eve of making one of thoſe tudden reverſes of for- 


tune which aſtoniſn mankind, What riches! what 
honours have I loſt by my own folly! I ought to have 
conſidered that great men don't chuſe to be antici- 


pated, but deſire that the leaſt gratification they 
are obliged to give ſhould be received as their own 
free grace and favour. It would have been better for 
me to continue my flender regimen, without com- 
plaining to the Duke, and even to let myſelf die of 


hunger, by which means the blame would have laid 


If I had even preſerved ſome ſparks of hope, my 


maſter, whom I ſaw in the afternoon, would have ba- 


niſhed them entirely; he was very ſerious with me, 
contrary to cuſtom, and ſcarce ſpoke at all, a circum- 
ſtance that threw me into mortal diſquiet for the reſt 
of the day: neither did I pats the night in more tran- 
quillity; my ſorrow for ſecing all my agreeable illu- 
Hons vaniſh, and the dread of increaſing the number of 
ſtate-priſoners, made me groan and lament my condition 
till morning. ID: | 
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The next day was the criſis of my fate. The Duke 
ordered me to be called in the morning, and J entered 
his chamber, trembling like a criminal who is going 
to receive ſenten ce. Santillane,' {aid he, ſh ewing a 
paper which he held in his hand, take this order.“ I 


quaked at the word oraer, ſaying to mylelt, © 0 


Heaven! behold Cardinal Spinola! the carriage is 
ready for Segovia!* The terror which ſeized me was 
ſuch, that I interrupted the miniſter, and throwing 
my ſeit at his feet“ My lord,“ ſaid I, all in tears, 
* I moſt humbly beg that your excellency will pardon 
my pretumpt1on : it was neceſſity alone that compelled 
me to diſcloſe my ſituation !* 

The Duke, who could not help laughing at my 
diſorder, anſwered—* Be comforted, Gil Blas, and 
liſten to what I am going to lay: Althou zh the ile 
covering thy neceſſities was a reproach to me for not 
having prevented them, I am not at all diſobliged, 


my friend; I am rather angry with mytelf tor hav- 


ing omitted to aſk how thou liveſt. But, to begin 
making amends for this inattention, I give you this 


order for fifteen hundred ducats, wich will be 
paid, upon fight, out of the royal treaſury, This 


is not all; I promiſe thee the ſame ſum annually ; 
and beſides, when people of wealth and generolity fo- 
licit thy intereſt, Ido not forbid thee to ſpeak in their 
behalf.“ 

In the extaſy occaſioned by theſe words, I kiſſed 
the feet of the miniſter, who having commanded 'me 


to rile, continued to diicourſe with me in a familiar 


manner. TI attempted to recal my good-humour, but 


I could not make ſuch a ſudden tranſition from grief 


to joy. 1 was as much cuntounded-as a wretch who 
is informed of his pardon in the very minute when 
he expects his execution. My maſter aſcribed all 
this agitation to the fear of having incurred his dif- 
pleature, though the dread of perpetual imprilonment 


had uo leis a hae in my diicompoiure, He con- 
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feſſed, that he had affected coolneſs towards me, to 
ſee whether or not I ſhould be afflicted at the change; 
that, from this, he was convinced of my ſincere 
attachment to his perſon, for which he loved me the 
more. | 
CHAP. VII. 
The Uſe to which he put his Fifteen Hundred Ducats, 
The firſt Affair in which he intermeddled, 

| and the Profit from thence accruing. 

THE King, as if he intended to gratify my impa- 
= tience, returned the very next day to Madrid; 
upon which I flew inſtantly to the royal treaſury, 
where I immediately touched the ſum contained in my 
order. I now liſtened to nothing but my vanity and 
ambition: I abandoned my miſeiable room to thoſe 
ſecretaries who are ſtill ignorant of the language of 
hirds, and once more hired my fine apartment, which 
was luckily untenanted. I ſent for a famous taylor, 

who worked for almoſt all the beaux; he took my 

meaſure, and carried me to a ſhop where he took off 
five ells of cloth, which, he ſaid, was barely ſufficient 
to make a ſuit for me. Five ells for a ſuit in the 
Spaniſh taſte! Juſt Heaven! But let us ſpare our cen. 
ſure; taylors of reputation always uſe more than others. 
T then bought ſome linen, which I wanted very much, 
ſilk ſtockings, and a beaver, laced with point d'Eſpagne. 
This being done, I thought it would not look well for 
me to be without a lacquey, and deſired Vincent Fo- 
rero, my landlord, to accommodate me with one of his 
own recommendation. Moſt of the ſtrangers who 
lodged with him, uſed, on their arrival at Madrid, to 
take Spaniſh valets into their ſervice, by which means 
his houſe was the rendezvous of all thelacqueys out of 
place. The firſt that preſented himſelf was a young 
fellow of ſuch a ſoft, devout appearance, that I would 
have nothing to do with him: he looked too much like 
Ambroſe de Lamela. I don't want, ſaid I to Forero, 
© a valet of ſuch a religious depottment; I have been 
already bit by ſuch another.“ Scarcely had I diſmiſſed 
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this lacquey, when another came in of a very ſprightly 
appearance, as impudent as a court page, with tome- 
thing roguiſh in his looks. Pleaſed with his outſide, I 
put lome queſtions to him, which he anſwered with 
ipwit. I oblerved that he was of an intriguing diſpoſi- 
tion, and looking upon him as a ſubject pat for my 
purpoſe, engaged him immediately. I had no cauſe to 
repent of my choice; nay, I perceived, in a very little 
time, that J had made an admirable acquiſition. As the 
Duke had permitted me to ſpeak to him in favour of 
people whom I wanted to ſerve, (and I was reſolved 
not to neglect this permiſſion,) I had occaſion for a 
jackall to diſcover the game; that is, an induſtrious 
pleaſant fellow, proper to find out and allure thoſe who 

nf tavours to aſk of the prime-miniſter. This office 
was quite the maſter-piece of Scipio, (ſuch was my 
lac quey's name,) who had been in the ſervice of Donna 

Anna de Guevara, nurſe to the Prince of Spain, where 
he had exerciſed the talent to ſome purpole. = ol 

As ſoon as he underitood my credit, and that I 
ſhould be glad to ule it to the beſt advantage, he went 

to work, and that very day ſaid to me—“ Signior, I 
have made a pretty good dilcovery : a young gentleman 
of Granada, called Don Roger de Rada, is come to 
Madrid on an affair of honour, which obliges him to 
folicit the Duke of Lerma's protection, and he is 
willing to pay well for the favour he ſhall obtain; I 
have already ſpoke with him, and found him defirous 
of applying to Don Rodrigo de Calderona, whoſe 
power he had heard greatly extolled; but I have 
changed his intention, by aſſuring him that Calderona 
ſells his good offices at an extravagant rate; whereas, 
you content yourſelf with a moderate gratification for 
your's, and that you would even employ them gratis, 
were you in a ſituation that permitted you to follow 
your generous and diſintereſted inclination ; in ſhort, 
I ſpoke to him in ſuch a manner, as that you will ſee 
the gentleman at your levee to-morrow morning.? 
How l' ſaid I, Mr. Scipio, you have already done 
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a great deal of work. I perceive you are no novice 
in matters of intrigue; and am ſurpriſed that you have 
not made your fortune.* That ought not to ſurpriſe 
you,“ he replied ; © I love to make money circulate, 
and never hoard up what I get.” DD 

Don Roger de Rada actually came to my lodgings, 
and J received him with politeneſs mixed with pride. 
« Signior Cavalier, ſaid I, before I engigg to 
ſerve you, I muſt know the affair of honour that 
brings you to court; for it may be of ſuch a na- 
ture, that I dare not ipeak to the prime-miniſter 
in your behalf: make, therefore, if you plenie, a 
faithful report of it, and be aſſured that 1 will 
enter warmly into your interefis, provided a man 
of honour may eſpouſe them. With all my 
heart,* replied the young Granadine; I will fin- 
cerely recount my ſtory.“ At the ſame time he re- 
lated it as follows, 


HAP. VIII. 
The Hiſtcry of Don Roger de Rada. 


c ION Anaſtaſio de Rada, a Granadine gentleman, 
lived happily in the town of Antequera with 
Donna Eſtephania his wife, who, together with un- 


blemiſhed virtue, pollefied a gentle difpoſition, and a 


great ſhare of beauty. If ſhe had a tender affection for 
her huſband, he was alſo diſtractedly fond of her, and 
being naturally addicted to jealouly, (though he had 
not the leaſt cauſe to tutpect her fidelity,) was not 
without diſquiet. He was afraid that tome ſecret 


enemy of his repoſe made attempts upon his honour. , 


He diſtruſted all his friends, except Don Huberto de 
Hordales, who had tree acceſs to his houſe, in quality 
ot Eftephania's couſin, and who, indeed, was the only 
man he ought to have ſuſpected. | | 
Don Huberto actually tell in love with kis kinſ- 


woman, and had preſumption enough to declate' his 


paſſion, without regard to the ties of blood, or the 


Particular friendſhip ſubſiiting between him and Ana- 
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ſtaſio. The lady, being a woman of diſcretion, in- 
ſtead of making a diſcovery, which might have been 
attended with melancholy conſequences, reprimanded 
her relation with gentleneſs; repreſented to him how 
much he was to blame, in attempting to ſeduce her, 
and diſhonour her huſband; and told him, very ſe- 


riouſly, that he muſt not flatter himſelf with the hope 


of ſuccefs. | 

© This moderation ſerved only to inflame the cava- 
lier the more; and, imagining that he muſt puſh things 
to extremity with a woman of her character, he began 
to behave very diſreſpectfully to her, and one day had 
the audacity to preſs her to ſatisfy his defire, She re- 
pulſed him with an air of ſeverity, and threatened to 
make Don Anaſtaſio puniſh his raſhneſs. The gallant, 
terrified at this menace, promiſed to ſpeak no more of 
his paſſion ; and, on the faith of that promile, Eſte 
phania pardoned what was paſt, 

Don Huberto, who was naturally a very wicked 
man, could not behold his love ſo ill repaid, without 
conceiving a baſe deſire of being revenged. He knew 
the jealous temper of Anaſtaſio to be ſuiceptible of any 
impreſſion which he had a mind to give: and he needed 
no more than this intelligence to form the blackeſt de- 
ſign that ever entered into the heart of a villain. 


© One evening, while he and this weak huſband were 


talking together by themſelves, he ſaid to him, with 
a melancholy air, „ My dear friend, I can no longer 
live, without revealing to you a ſecret, which I 
would have kept for ever from your knowledge, were 


not your honour dearer to you than your repoſe; but 


your delicacy and mine, in point of injuries, permits 
me not to conceal what paſles at your houle ; prepare 
to hear a piece of news, which will give you as much 
ſorrow as ſurprize, for I muſt touch you in the ten- 
dereſt part. ET | ED 
J underitand you,” « ſaid Don Anaftaſio, already 
diſcompoſed; © your coujin is unfaithful !* „ I no 
longer own her for my couſin,” * replied Hordales, 
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with an air of indignation : I renounce ber; for ſhe 
as unworthy of ſuch an huſband.”* „It is too much 
to make me languiſh in this manner,“ * cried Don 
Anaſtaſio: d ſpeak ;: what has Eſtephania done?“ 
She has betrayed you,“ « anſwered Huberto; © you 
have a rival, whom ſhe entertains in private; but I 
know not his name; for the adulterer, by the favour 
of a dark night, concealed his perſon from thoſe who 
obſerved his retreat. All I know is, that you are de- 
ceived ; that I am certain of. This concern, which J 
ought to have in this affair, but too well verifies my 
report. Since I declare myſelf againſt Eſtephania, I 
mult be well convinced of her infidelity.” 

« It is in vain,” © added he, obſerving that his diſ- 
courſe had the defired effect, it is in vain for me to 
tell you more. I perceive that you don't delerve the 
ingratitude with which your love is repaid ; and that 
you meditate juſt vengeance on the guilty, I will not 
oppoſe your deſign. Never examine who the victim is 
that you intend to ſtrike: but ſhew to the whole city, 
that there is nothing which you caunot ſacrifice to your. 
onder... | © | 

© The traitor thus animated a too credulous huſband 
againſt an innocent wife, ard painted, in ſuch lively 
colours, the infamy with which he would be covered, 
if he ſhould leave the injury unpuniſhed, that he grew 
mad with revenge. Don Anaſtaſio, having loſt his 
judgment, ſeemed aftuated by the furies, and went 
home with a 1eſolution to Rab his unhappy wife, who 
was jult going to bed when he came in. He conſtrain- 
ed himſelf at firit, and waited until the feryants were 
withdrawn: then, unreſtricted by the tear of Heaven's 
wrath, by the diſhonour he was going to reflect upon 
his family, and even by the natural pity which he 
ought to have felt for an infant which his wife had 
already carried ſix months in her womb, he approached 
the victim, ſaying, in a furious tone, “ Thou mut 
die, wretch! thou haſt but a moment to live, and that 
my generoſity allows thee, to-ipend in a prayer to 
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heaven, to pardon the outrage thou hatt committed 
againſt me; for I would not have thee loſe thy ſoul, as 
thou haſt loft thy honour.*” So laying, he unſheathed 
his poniard. His action and diſcourſe terrified Eſte- 
phania, who falling at his feet, and claſping her hands, 
taid to him, in the utmoſt a ſtoniſnment, “ What is 
the matter, Signior! what cauſe of diſcontent have I 
been ſo unhappy as to give you? why would you take 
away the lite of your ſpoute ? If you ſuſpect her of 
infidelity, indeed you are miſtaken !“ | 

<« No,no!” the jealous huſband haſtily replied ; 3.401 
am but too well aſſured of your falſehocd: thoſe who 
informed me are credible perſons, Don Huherto—" 
Ah, Signior !*? ſaid ſhe, interrupting him with pre- 
cipitation, « you have reaſon to diſtruſt Don Huber- 
to. He is leſs your friend than you imagine; if he has 
ſaid any thing to the prejudice of my virtue, do not 
believe him.“ „ Peace, infamous woman !” anſ{wer- 
ed Don Anaſtaſio; ** by endeavouring to prejudice me 
againſt Hordales, you juſtify, inſtead of diſſipating, 

ny ſuſpicions. You endeavour to render that relation 
tulpected, becauſe he is informed oi your miſconduct: 
you want to invalidate his teſtimony ; but that artifice 
is in Vain; and redoubles my deſire of puniſhing your 
guilt.” „ My dear hnſband !” reſumed the innocent 
Eftepnania, weeping bitterly, „ diſtruſt your own 
blind rage: if you follow its emotions, you will com- 
mit an action which it will not be in your power to 
atone, When once you are convinced of your injuſtice. 
In the name of God, quiet your tranſports ! at Jeaft, 

ive youllelf time to clear up your fufpicions, anch do 
juſtice to a wife who has no crime to reproacù herſelf 
with.” 

Any other than Anaſtaſio would have been moved | 
with theſe words, and ſtil] more with the affliction of 
her who pronounced them; but he, cruel man! far 
trom being melted at her diſtreſs, once more bade the 
lad recommend herſelf quickly to God, and even 
ated up his arm to ſtrike. 4 Hold, barbarian '?? 
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cried ſhe : „if thy love for me is entirely extinguiſh=- 

ed; if the marks of tenderneis which I have lavithed 
upon thee are effaced from thy remembrance; it my 

tears cannot divert thee from thy exectabie defign 


at leaſt, have ſome regard to thy own blood. Arm 


not thy frantic hand againſt an innocent who has not 
yet ſeen the light: thou canſt not be its executioner 
without offending Heaven and earth. As for my 
part, I forgive thee my death; but, be aſſured, the 


blood of the babe will cry for vengeance __ ſuch a 
horrible deed !”? 


« Howloever determined Don Anaſtaſio was to pay no 


attention to what Eſtephania might ſay, he could not 
help being moved by theſe dreadful f images, which her 


laſt words preſented to his thoughts, Wherefore, as 


if he had been afraid that his emotions would betray 
his reſentment, he haſtened to take advantage of the 
fury that remained in his heart, and plunging his po- 
niard into the right ſide of his wife, quitted his houie 
immediately, and fled from Antequera. 

« Meanwhile, the unfortunate lady was ſo Runned 
with the blow "which ſhe bad received, that the lay 
ſome minutes on the floor without any ſigns of life: 
afterwards, recovering her ſpirits, ſhe uttered ſuch 
plaints and lamentations as brought an old maid- ſer- 
vant into the room. As ſoon as this good woman ſaw 
her miſtreſs in ſuch a piteous condition, ſhe awaked 
the reſt of the domeſtics, and even the neighbours, 


with her cries. The chamber was ſoon filled with 


people; ſurgeons were called; they examined the 
wound, and had good hopes of her recovery. They 
were not miſtaken in their conjectures; tos, in a little 
time, they cured Eſtephania, who was happily deli- 
vered, three months after this cruel adventure, of a 
ſon, (Signior Gil Blas,) whom you now ſee. I am the 
fruit of that melancholy pregnancy. 

© Although ſcandal ſeldom ſpares a woman's virtue, 
it reſpected that of my mother; and this bloody ſcene 
was looked upon in town as the groundleſs tranſport 
| ie | 
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of a jealous buſband, My father, it is, true, was 
known to be a violent man, very apt to take umbrage 
without cauſe, Hordales conciuded, that his kinſwo- 


man ſuſpected him of having diſturbed the mind of 


Don Anaſtaſio with falſe tories ; and ſatisfied with 
being, at leaſt, half revenged, left off viſiting her. 
Not to tire you, Sir, I will not enlarge upon the parti- 
culars of my education; but only obſerve, that my 


mother's principal care was to have me taught to fence; 


and I accordingly learned that exerciſe, a long time, 
In the moſt celebrated ſchools of Granada and Seville, 
She waited, with impatience, until I was old enough 


to meaſure my {word with that of Don Huberto, be- 


fore ſhe informed me of the cauſe ſhe had to complain 
of him: then, I being in my eighteenth year, ſhe im- 
parted to me the whole ſtory 3 not without ſhedding 


tears in abundance, and appearing affected with the 
moſt violent ſorrow. What impreſſion muſt a mother, 


in that condition, make on a ſon, who neither wanted 


courage nor ſentiment ! I went inſtantly and challenged 


Hordales to a private place, where, after a pretty 
obſtinate combat, I run him through the body in 
three different places, and left him breathleſs on the 
ſpot. 5 

Don Huberto, finding himſelf mortally wounded, 
fixed his laſt looks upon me, and ſaid, he received the 
death I had given him as a juſt puniſhment for the 
crime he had committed againſt the honour of my mo- 
ther. He conteſſed, that he had reſolved upon her 
deftruCtion, to be revenged of her ſcorn ; and expired, 
aſking pardon of Heaven, Don Anaſtaſio, Eſtephania, 
and me. I did not think proper to return, in order 
to inform my mother of what had happened: I left 
that to Fame, and, paſſing the mountains, repaired to 


Malaga, where I embarked with the captain of a pri- 


vateer, juſt ready to fail on a cruize. He thought 1 
did not look like one who wanted courage, and gladly 
conſented that 1 ſhould join his volunteers. 

« Weſoon found an opportunity of ſignalizing ours 
Vor. II. * | | 
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ſelves. Near the ifland of Albouran,* we met a cor- 
fair of Melila, on her return to the coaſt of Africa, 
with a Spaniſh ſhip richly laden, which ſhe had taken 
off Carthagena.+ We vigorouſly attacked the African, 
and made ourſelves matters of both ſhips, in which we 
found fourſcore Chriſtians, whom they were carrying 
as ſlaves to Barbary. Then taking advantage of a 
favourable wind that ſprung up fer the coaſt of Gra- 
nada, we ariived, in a little time, at Punta de Helena. 
While we aſked the flaves, whom we had delivered, 
the places of their nativity, I put that queſtion to a 
man of good mien, who ſeemed to be about fifty years 
of age. He anſwered, with a ſigb, that he was from 
Antequera. I felt a ſtrong emotion at his reply, with- 
out knowing wherefore; and he perceiving it, was 
remarkably diſturbed in his turn. © I am,”” ſaid I, 
& your townſman : may I aſk the name of your fami- 
ly?” „ Alas!” he replied, © you renew my grief, 
by deſiring me to gratify your curiolity, Eighteen 
years ago I quitted Antequera, where I cannot be re- 
membered without horror : you, yourſelf, may, per- 
haps, have heard of me but too often: my name is 
Don Anaſtaſio de Rada“ „ Juſt Heaven!*? cried I, 
can helieve my ſenſes? What! is it Don Anaſta- 
ſio, my own father, whom I fee!” „ What is that 
you ſay, young man?“ cried he, in his turn, looking 
at me with ſurprize; “ is it poſſible that you are the 
unhappy infant which was in its mother's womb when 
I ſacrificed her to my fury?“ «© Yes, my father, 
ſaid I; “ I am he whom the virtuous Eſtephania 
brought into the world three months after that fatal 
night on which you left her weltering in her blood.“ 
Don Anaſtaho, before I had finithed theſe words, 
fell upon my neck, claſped me in his arms, and, for a 
whole quarter of an hour, we did nothing but mingle 


* Albouran, a ſmall iſland in the Mediterranean, on the coait of the 
kingdo:n of Fez.  Melila is a little city in the {ame part of Barbary, 


+ Carihagena, or New Carthage, an ancient city in the kingdom of 
Murcia, ſit dated on the coat of the Mediterranean Sea. 
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our ſighs and tears. After having yielded to thole 
tender emotions that ſuch a meeting could not fail to 


raiſe, my father lifted up his eyes, and thanked Hea- 


ven for having preſerved the life of Eitephania. But a 


moment after, as if he had been afraid of giving thanks 
unſeaſonably, he aſked in what manner the innocence of 


his wife had been proved ?”* © Signior,” faid I, no- 
body but you ever doubted it ; her conduct was always 


Irreproachable, I will diſabuſe you: you mult know | 


that you was impoſed upon by Don Huberto.”” I 
then recounted the whole of that relation's perfidy, the 
vengeance I had taken, and the confeſſion he made at 
his death. My father was not ſo much pleaſed with 
the recovery of his freedom, as with the news I told, 
In the excels of his joy he began to embrace me again 
with tenderneſs and tranſport; and could not help ex- 
preſſing his ſatisfaction with regard to my conduct. 
“Come, my ſon,”? ſaid he, “let us haſten to Ante- 
quera, I burn with impatience to throw myſelf at the 
feet of a wife whom I have ſo unworthily treated, 
Sinee you have made me acquainted with my own in- 
juſtice, my heart is torn with remorſe !”? 

J was too eager to bring together perſons who were 
ſo dear to me, to retard the happy moment : I quitted 


the privateer; and, with my ſhare of the prize we had 


taken, bought two mules at Adra, my father being 
unwilling to expoſe himlelf again to the dangers of 
the ſea, He had leiſure enough on the road to relate 
his adventures, which I heard with as greedy atten- 
tion as that which the Prince of Ithacca paid to thoſe 
of the king his father. In ſhort, after having tra- 
velled ſeveral days, we gained the foot of a mountain 
in the neighbourhood of Antequera, where we halted ; 


and, reſolving to go home privately, did not enter the 


town till midnight. 
© I leave you to gueſs the ſurprize of my - other at 
the return of a huſband whom ſhe thought tor ever 
loſt: and the miraculous manner (if 1 may be allowed 
the expreſſion) in which he was reſtored, became an- 
2 
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other cauſe for her aſtoniſiment. He aſked pardon 
for his barbarity, with ſuch genuine marks of repent- 
ance, that ſhe could not help being affected with them 
and, inſtead of regarding him as an aſſaſſin, looked 
upon him as a man whom Heaven had ſubjected to her 
will; ſo ſacred is the name of huſband to a virtuous 


woman 


Eſtephania had been ſo anxious on my account, 


that ſhe was overjoyed at wy return. But her pleaſure 


was not without allay ; the ſiſter of Hordales had be- 
gun a criminal proceſs againſt the murderer of her 


brother, and cauſed me to be ſearched for every where 


in ſuch a manner, that my mother, knowing how in- 
ſecure I was at home, ſuffered an uneafinets, which 
obliged me to ſet out that very night for court; where 
I come, Signior, to ſolicit my pardon, which I hope 
to obtain, ſince you deſign to ſpeak to the prime-mini= 
ſter in my behalf, and to ſupport me with your whole 
credit.” | - 

The valiant fon of Don Anaſtaſio here finiſhed his 


narration; upon which I ſaid to him, with an air of 
importance, Enough, Signior Don Roger; the caſe 
is pardonable: I undertake to communicate your af- 


fair to his excellency, and I will venture to promiſe 


you his protection.“ The Granadine, upon this aſſu- 


rance, launched into a world of thanks, which would 
have entered at one ear, and gone out at the other, had 
he not aſſured me, that whatever ſervice I ſhould do 
him, would be cloſe followed by his acknowledgment. 
As ſoon as he touched on that ſtring, I put myſelf in 
motion, and that very day recounted his ſtory to the 
Duke; who, having permitted me to introduce the ca- 
valier, ſaid to him, Don Roger, I am informed of 


the affair that brought you to court: Santillane has 


told me every circumſtance ; make yourſelf eaſy ; you 
have done nothing that is not excuſable; and it is par- 
ticularly to thoſe gentlemen who revenge their injured 
honour that his majeſty loves to ſhew favour. For the 
fake of form, you muſt go to priſon; but be aſſured, 
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you ſhall not continue in it long. Your friend Santil- 


Jane will take care of the reſt, and ſoon procure your 


enlargement,” 
Don Roger made a profound bow to the winiſter, on 


| whoſe word he ſurrendered himſelt. His pardon, by 


my care, was expedited in a very little time; for, in 
leſs than ten days, I ſent this new Telemachus home 
to his Ulyſſes and Penelope; whereas, had he been with- 
out a prote&or, he would not, perhaps, have been quit 
for a whole year's impriſonment. I touched no more 
than an hundred piſtoles for my good offices; fo that 
it was not a great catch. But I was not 2 a Calde- 
rona, to deſpiſe {mall matters, 


HAF. IV. | 
Gil Blas finds Means to make a confi derable Fortune in 
a ſhort Time, and gives himſelf great 
Airs accordingly. 


1 affair quickened my appetite; and ten piſtoles 
which I gave to Scipio, for his right of brokerage, 
encouraged him to go upon the ſcent again. J have al- 
ready extolled his talents in this way: he might have 
been juſtly entitled the great Scipio. The ſecond cuſ- 
tomer he brought was a printer, who, in deſpite of 
common ſenſe, had enriched himſelf by books of knight 
errantry. This honeſt tradeſman had pirated a work 
belonging to another printer, and his edition was ſeized. 
For three hundred ducats he obtained, through my 
means, a replevy, and eſcaped à large fine. Though 
the miniſter, properly ſpeaking, had no buſineſs with 


this affair, bis excellency, at my requeſt, was ſo good 


as to interpoſe his authority. After the printer, a mer- 
chant paſſed through my hands, on the following occa- 
ſion. A Portugueſe ſhip had been taken by a corlair 
of Barbary, and afterwards retaken by a privateer of 
Cadiz, Two thirds of the loading belonged to a mer- 
chant of Liſbon, who having reclaimed it in vain, came 
to court in queſt of a patron, who had credit enough 
to caule reſtitution to be 18 L intereſted myſelf in 
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his behalf, and he got poſſeſſion of his effects, in con- 
ſideration of a preſent which he made 9 of four 


hundred piſtoles, for my protection, 


Methinks I hear the reader cry out in this place, 


© Bravo, Monſieur de Santillane, put hay into your 


boots; you are in a fine road; puſh your fortune!” 
Oh! that I will, I warrant you! I fee, if I am not 
miſtaken, my valet coming with a new prize which he 
has grappled. Right: it is Scipio; let us hear him, 
« Signior,” ſaid he, allow me to introduce this famous 
operator to you. He wants a patent to {el] his medi- 


cines, excluſive of all others, during the ſpace of ten 


years, in all the cities under the dominion of Spain; 
that is, all perſons of his profeſſion ſhall be prohibited 
from ſcttling in the place or places where he reſides; 


and he will pay, as an acknowledgment, two hundred : 


piſtoles to any perſon who will procure for him 
the ſaid privilege.* I ſaid to the mountebank, aſ- 
ſuming the patron, © Well, friend, your buſineſs 
ſhall be done.* Sure enough, in a very few days, I 
diſpatched him with patents, which entitled him to 
cheat the people excluſively through all the kingdom 


of Spain. 


Though my wealth increaſed, I had obtained of 
his excellency the four favours I had aſked ſo eaſily, 
that I did not heſitate to requeſt a fifth; which was the 


government of the city of Vera, on the xe Hg of Gra- 


nada, for a knight of Calatrava,* who promiſed me a 
fhouſand piſtoles for the place. The miniſter laughed 
to ſee me ſo hot on the game. Egad, Gil Blas, ſaid 
he, you go on at a rare rate; you mult be furiouſly 


inclined to oblige your neighbours. Hark'e, I ſhall 


not ſtand upon trifles with you: but when you demand 
governments, and other conſiderable favours, you ſhall, 

if you pleaſe, be contented with one half of the profit, 
and be accountable for the other to me. You can't 


A military o'der of knighthood in Spain, inſtituted in the year 


1158, during the reign of Sancho III. King of Caſtile. The habit of the 


order is a large white mantle, with a red crois on the leit fide, han 
with fleurs de luce, 
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imagine,“ added he, what expence I am obliged to 
be at, or how many reſources I muſt have to ſupport 
the dignity of my poſt : for, notwithſtanding the diſ- 
intereſted appearance I aſſume, I confeſs I am not im- 
_ prudent enough to diforder my doineſtic affairs. Take 
your meaſures accordingly.” 

My nakter, by this diſcourſe, baniſhing all fear of 
being importunate, or rather encouraging me to return 
frequently to the charge, I became more greedy of 
riches than ever; and would have willingly advertiſed, 
that all thoſe who wanted favours at court ſhould ap- 

ply to me. TI went upon one courſe, Scipio upon an- 
other, in queſt of people whom we might ſerve for 
money. My knight of Calatrava had his government 
of Vera for his thouſand piſtoles; and I ſoon obtained 

another, at the ſame price, for a knight of St. Jago.“ I 
was not contented with making governors only; I con- 
ferred orders of knighthood, and converted ſome good 
plebians into bad gentlemen, by virtue of excellent 
letters patent. I was alſo willing that the clerg 
ſhould teel my benevolence: I beſtowed ſmall benefices, 
canonſhips, and ſome eccleſiaſtical dignities. As for 
the biſhoprics and archbiſhoprics, they were all in the 
gift of Don Rodrigo de Calderona, who likewiſe ap- 
pointed magiſtrates, commanders, and viceroys. A 
plain proof, that the great places were no better filled 

than the ſmall ones; for the people we choſe to occupy 
the poſts, of which we made ſuch an honourable traffic, 
were not always the beſt qualified, or the moſt regular. 

We knew very well, that the wits of Madrid made 
themſelves merry at our expence; but we reſembled 
thoſe miſers, who conſole themſelves for the public 
ſcorn with a fight of their gold. e . 

Iſocrates had reaſon to call intemperance and folly, 
the inſeparable companions of wealth. When I found 
my ſelf maſter of thirty thouſand ducats, and in a con- 


St. Jago, or St. James. This is the higheſt order of knighthood in 
Spain, inſtituted in the twelfth century. They bear for arms a ſword 
' gites ; the handle is in form of a croſs powdered With fleurs de luce; and 

heir motto is, Saxguine Arabum, | 
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dition to get, perhaps, ten times as much, I thought 
T muſt then make a figure worthy of the prime mini- 
ſter's confident. I hired a whole houſe, which I furniſh- 
ed in a handſome manner; bought the coach of a no- 
tary, who had ſet it up through oſtentat ion, and now 
wanted to get rid of it by the advice of his baker. 1 
engaged a coachman; and, as it was but juſt to ad- 
vance old ſervants, raiſed Scipio to the triple honour 
of my valet de chambre, ſecretary, and ſteward: but 
what put the finiſhing ſtroke to my pride was, the mi- 
niſter's allowing my people to wear his livery. This 
baniſhed all the judgment that remained; and I became 
as mad as the diſciples of Porcius Latro; who, when 
they had made themſelves as pale as their maſter, by 
drinking decoct ions of cumin, imagined themſelves as 
learned; and well nigh believed myſelt the Duke of 
Lerma's relation. IJ really took it in my head that I 
ſhould paſs for ſuch, or, perhaps, for one of his baſe 
tards, a reflection that gave me infinite pleaſure. _ 
Add to this, that, in imitation of his excellency, 
who kept open table, I reſolved to entertain alſo. For 
this purpoſe, I ordered Scipio to look out for a ſkilſul 
cook ; and he found one, who was perhaps compa- 
rable to that of Nomentanos,* of dainty memory. J 
furniſhed my cellar with delicious wines; and, aftcr 
having laid in all other kinds of proviſion, began to 
receive company, Every evening, ſome of the princi- 
pal clerks of the miniſter's office, who proudly aſſume 
the quality of ſecretaries of ſtate, came to ſup with 
me. I then gave them good cheer, and always ſent 
them home well watered. Scipio, on his fide, (for it 
was like maſter like man,) kept table alſo in the but- 
tery, where he regaled his acquaintance at my ex- 
pence: but, excluſive of my regard for that young 
fellow, T thought, as he contributed to my getting 
money, he had a right to aſſiſt me in ſpending. Be- 
ſides, I looked upon the profuſion like a young 
* An epicure, that lived in the Aug 


b uſtan age, and eat up a vaſt 
vItune, | 5 
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man, and did not perceive the conſequence. I had 
another reaſon alſo tor overlooking it. Benefices and 
employments never ceaſed bringing griſt to the mill; 
and ſeeing my finances daily increaſe, I thought I had 


for once drove a nail into the wheel of Fortune. 


There was nothing now wanting to gratify my va- 
nity, but to make Fabricius an eye-witneſs of my 


pomp. I did not doubt that he was returned from 


Andaluſia ; and that I might have the pleaſure of ſur- 
priſing him, ſent him an anonymous billet, importing, 
that a Sicilian nobleman of his acquaintance expected 
him to ſupper, at ſuch a day, hour, and place. Nun- 
nez came at the time appointed, and was amazed to 


find that I was the foreign nobleman who had invited 


him to ſupper. © Yes, friend, ſaid I to him, * this is 


my houſe; 1 have a handſome equipage, a good table, 


and a ſtrong box beſides. “ Is it poſſible," cried he, 
with great vivacity, that I find thee again in ſuch 
opulence! how happy am I in having recommended 
thee to Count Galiano! I told thee that he was a 
generous nobleman, who would ſoon make thee eaſy 
tor life. Thou haſt, doubtle!s,* added he, followed 
the wiſe advice I gave thee, and given the butler a 


little more rein. I congratulate thee upon thy con- 


duct; for it is by ſuch prudent meaſures only, that the 
ſtewards in great families become ſo rich.” 


l let Fabricius applaud himſelf as much as he pleaſed, 


for having introduced me to the ſervice of Count Ga- 
liano; after which, in order to moderate the joy which 
he felt for having procured me ſuch a good poſt, I re- 
lated the marks of gratitude with which that noble- 
man had repaid my ſervice; but, perceiving that my 
poet, while I made the detail, ſung his recantation 


within himſelf, I ſaid to him— I forgive the Si- 


cilian: between you and me, I have more caule to re- 


' Joice, than be ſorry at his behaviour towards me. If 
the Count had not uſed me ill, I ſhould have followed 


him to Sicily, where I ſhould now have been a ſervant, 
in expectation of an uncertain eſtabliſhment, In a 
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word, I ſhould not be confident to the Duke of Ler- 
ma.“ Nunnez was ſo ſtruck with theſe laft words, 
that he continued for ſome minutes incapable of utter- 
ing one ſyllable. Then breaking filence all of a ſud- 
den, © Did I underſtand you a right ?* ſaid he. What! 
have you the confidence of the prime-miniſter?*—T 
ſhare it, I replied, © with Don Rodrigo de Calderona 
and, in al! appearance, I ſhall make great progreſs.“ 
Truly, Signior de Santillane,* ſaid he, © I look upon 
you with admiraticn. What talents you are maſter of ! 
You have (to uſe the expreſſion of our tennis- court) 
the univerſal tool; that is to ſay, you are qualified 
for every thing, Finally, Signior,* added he, I am 
overjoyed at your worſhip's proſperity." 

© O the devil!” ſaid I, interrupting him, © Mr, 
Nunnez, truce with Signior and your worſhip: let us 
baniſh theſe terms, and live familiarly together. 
© Thou art in the right,” he replied ; * I ought not to 
look upon thee otherwiſe than as uſual, although thou 
art become rich. I will confeſs my weakneſs; T was 
dazzled when I underſtood thy happy fate: but that 
prejudice 1s over, and I now behold thee again as my 
old friend Gil Blas.“ | | | 

Our converſation was interrupted by the arrival of 
four or five clerks. * Gentlemen, ſaid I to them, pre- 
ſenting Nunnez, © you ſhall ſup with Signior Don 
Fabricio, who compoſes verſes worthy of King Nu- 
ma, * and writes in proſe like a prodigy.“ Unluckily, 
J ſpoke to people who regarded poetry ſo little, that 
our author ſuffered on account of his profeſſion, Scarce 
would they deign to favour him with a look, Tt was 
to no purpoſe that he ſaid witty things, in order to at- 
tract their attention: they did not perceive the beauty 
of his ſallies; and he was ſo much piqued at their 
want of taſte, that he made uſe of his poetical licence, 
and, cunningly withdrawing from the company, dil- 
appeared. Our clerks did not perceive his retreat, and 


*The obſcure verſes fung by the Salian pricſts, in their proceſſions, 
were compoled by Numa, | | 
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ſat down to table without lo much as aſking what was 
become of him. | | 


Juſt as I had done dreſſing, next morning, and was 


going abroad, the poet of Alturias entered my cham. 
ber, taying, I aik pardon, my friend, for having ſo 
_ abruptly left thy clerks laſt night; but truly, I was ſo 
much out of my element among them, that I could no 
longer endure my fituation. A. parcel of inſolent fe]. 
lows, with their ſeli-ſufficient ſtarched airs! I can't 


comprehend how thou, who haſt an acuteneſs of under- 


tending, canſt accommodate thyſelf to ſuch ſtupid 
gueſts! This very day,* added he, I will bring hi- 

ther tellows of wit and ſpirit.“ I ſhall be obliged to 
thee,* anſwered I; © and will entirely depend upon thy 
taſte in the choice of them.* Thou art in the right,“ 
ſaid he; I promiſe thee ſuperior geniules, of the moſt 
entertaining characters. I will go this inſtant to a 
coffee-houſe where they meet, and beſpeak them before 
they engage themſelves elſewhere; tor happy is the 
man who can have their company at dinner or ſupper, 
ſo much are they admired for their agreeable hu- 
mour.“ | 


So ſaying, he leſt me, and at ſupper-time returned 


with ſix authors only, whom he 1atroduced to me one 
after another, characterifing each as he preſented him. 
To hear him, one would have thought that theſe wits 
lurpaſſed thoſe of ancient Greece and Italy; and their 
works, as he ſaid, deſerved to be engraven in letters of 
gold. I received theſe gentlemen very politely, and 
even affected to load them with civility ; for the nation 
of authors is a little vain-glorious. Though I had 


not laid my injunctions on Scipio to take care that our 
table ſhould be ſumptuouſly furniſhed, as he knew 


_ what ſort of people I was to treat that day, he had re- 
inforced our ſervices of his own accord. In ſhort, we 
went to ſupper in high gleez my poets began to talk 
of themlelves, and were not ſilent in their own praiſe. 
One, with a lofty air, mentioned grandees and ladies of 
quality who were delighted with his muſe; another, 
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finding fault with the choice which a learned academy 
had made of two members, modeſtly obſerved, that 
they ought to have choſen him. The diſcourſe of the 
reſt was not a tittle leſs arrogant. In the middle of 
ſupper they worried me with verſe and proſe; each in 
his turn, repeating a ſpecimen of his own writing : 
one regaled me with a ſonnet ; another rehearſed a 
ſcene of a tragedy; a third read a criticiſm upon a 
comedy; and a fourth, endeavouring in his turn to give 
us an ode of Anacreon tranſlated into wretched Spaniſh 
verſe, was interrupted by one of his brethren, .who 
told him that he had uſed an improper term. The 
author of the tranſlation denied his aſſertion z and a 


diſpute aroſe, in which all the wits eſpouſed one fide 


or other; the votes were equal; the diſputants grew 
hot, and proceeded to invectives : the debate ſtill con- 
tinued; until, becoming quite delirious, they got up, 
and went by the ears together. Fabricio, Scipio, my 
coachman, lacquies, and myſelf, had all ſufficient 
work in parting them; which, when we had accom- 
pliſhed, they went away, as if from a public- houſe, 
without making the leaſt apology tor their unpolite 
behaviour. 18 

Nunnez, upon whoſe promiſe I had formed an agree- 
able idea of this entertainment, remained very much 
out of countenance at this adventure. Well, friend,“ 
{aid I to him, © will you extol your fellow gueſts ? 
Upon my conſcience, you have brought hither a vil- 
lainous fet! Iwill henceforth keep to my clerks z; don't 


talk to me of authors.“ © I will bring no more ſuch,” 


anſwered he; thou haſt ſeen the beſt of the whole 
tribe.“ $7 
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